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Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) Chairman Prachanda and the

People's Liberation Army

This photo of the Maoist leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal,
alias Prachanda, was captured from a documentary
shown to the journalists and guests invited for a Maoist
program in Rukum last week. This is the most recent

Car accident and robbery
claims the lives of 2 Nepali
students in the US

Varshana Pradhanand, a Nepali student studying in
Troy University, Alabama, died this month in a fatal road
accident. In a separate incident, two armed robbers
shot at Shekhar Regmi, 20, working as a clerk at the
Finamart gas station. (page 6)

The Nagarkot Massacare

Soldier(s) from the Royal Nepal Army (RNA says there
was only 1, locals say there were about 12) in civil uniform
attacked a religious festival in this Nagarkot temple with
machine guns, killing 12 and injuring dozens more. The
following morning they swiftly ran a clean up operation
before inviting the media and watch groups to the site.

(page 5)
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photo of the elusive commander. The Maoists also
have several documentaries they use for recruiting
drives.

(page 18)
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Shikhar Concert 2005

5 stops, a bill with some of Nepal’s leading pop
sensations and an average audience of 8,000 to
12,000 people per show, Shikhar Concert 2005 is
one of Nepal’s biggest pop tours ever. (page 11)
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Letters

Re: Ride of his life

Dear Nepali Aawaz team,

| was just wondering about the safety
situation for your publication because
of some the news items and the letter
Ride Of His Life (NepA #86) you have
published in the paper. Is it safe to do
so0 in these times?

Shanti, Australia

Dear reader,

Thank you for your concer. We are not
sure if it is safe, but we are certain that
we have worked withing our constitu-
tional right in Nepal (or the USA, where
we are published), when we print these
items. However, many of our friends in
the Media in Nepal have been harrased
by the government for publishing
materials that might question it's motives
or be embarassing for the Monarchy.
NepA

Hi Nepali Aawaz,

| am a resident of New York and | heard
that Nepali Aawaz is shutting down. Is
this true? | hope not.

Concerned reader, New York

Dear Reader in New York,

No, Nepali Aawaz is not shutting down
and has no intentions to do so. Upon
inquiry, we learnt that this is only a
false and vindictive rumor spread by
a group of people in New York who
are now "starting a newspaper to shut
down Nepali Aawaz." As you might
have noticed, because of overwhelming
response and support from the readers,
our distribution has increased to many
states across the US and 3 other
countires in the last 1 months. Thank for
the head's up.

NepA

Hello,

| heard there was a huge massacare of
civilinas by army in Nepal. | saw some
news online, but could you please give
some coverage to this devastating
news?

Chetan, California.

Dear Chetan,
Please check our report on page 5
NepA

Hi Nepali Aawaz,

Thank you for your coverage on The
Uglyz. | have been their hugest fan ever
since | heard Audai Jadai, and even
more so after watching their video.
Yashodhara Shrestha, USA

Hi Nepali Aawaz

It's great to know that there is a publi-
cation like this for Nepalis and by
Nepalis in New York. My question is,
when and where do we get to see it in
print in Nepal?

Sudeshana Sapkota, Kathmandu.

Hi,

| would like to wish all the Nepalis and
everyone a wonderful New Year 2006.
Let us hope it will be more peaceful
than the last few years.

Rajesh Shrestha, UK.

To all the readers of Nepali Aawaz,
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
2006.

Dipesh, Australia
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ANUSHIL SHRESTHA

( Left) Communist Pary of Nepal (UML) leader Madhav Kumar Nepal addresses the mass meeting in Eastern Nepal (Right) and
watches Rubin Gandharva, the boy who become popular by singing political in last year's protests, perform during the event.

FAA TRIeH qaT T gfderd  fovqofy W SEi@ WA - T

T qaEEds NREAR T AT a[E]
HAAEET T TSR GfAT geTEta
g 9 Ad HAH dNd AT AT
A 27 A qYAT T ARLT TR

qrdieTs 9 GERfau ST THHY @1 Arad  UNUAT  eRed

4 | NEPALI AAWAZ

[T TEAT FEHA Sgaeid el §E
AqNTT B Tl G |

7 EgT "I ARAared e
TN TR AR ANLHTT =D
LHR
UG IAEEATs T T STl
fegar & |

T ¥ TG AR AR AT
fame e &l 9f I | e
ATRAT @A feapred TR (A=
Srerdrstt wepr favaft TF FErer SR
HAHET TGA AEH ATEH  TTH
ATEHT ASTHAT  HETEr=a qqrelel
frafem sl gedr =ah e anfed, f
oAl T fq@EYia Haag g1 8 9H T
I U WEHd g1 & 9 HIeEEe
g T AT Wl qEr Ui I
EH( FaTl FAGRITAT T HTSATETET
ffta <Tichel @aET g ¥ Ileedrs
g fomrsd aren aareAg |

Jeld Afgdsdl  mEA glag T
Tgiael  ATUTCAT  A9S  TATH=ATS
IAT AR ATUITAT  ASTHAT
gl STl QTied Uil =ATedT I

CIEICIIR I 2 B A I
TT- AT Fewfaers A @R
T HEHEREEd  JEEH TG
T 99 Fgfaaw uedf, d¥ Sed
TS FH WEEH g | 9
ofedabl ATET G I BT ATd T
T qUH F |7

wrft affaer  J@fersd  ger  qr
qafsae qHvad qAfqH darsTE 97w
TS AUIITCTAT qFIe  ATHHATHT €
grft gfafd geerEg Fd ofeft, wera
g, IRAHE  derd T Jfeud
T e Aeary gvedd 9
oA UH 9T | ATHIHET S TAH
wad g, Al gy, qAeEwr srefl,
THEWT AT AE  (ierae faeg
M weer Ivefid S=ar A 9

THYT THTS ®refl A=aed GH=ag Ul
ATASTATHT G 97 fqemer am| F9mT
UF @@ 9=l dEl AMEHl SHud
WUl HT U AUl g | g
TeARMET AU STATATS SRIATRl =X
ATell, AT SAGAT qAT HRTET, T
THO SUHT G | (e a9
g FAdrel W T AT G
ATTH FATAHT HT IR [FIAHT
qHq FEAE WUH AT | TA O
T Ad AU, G A TAHYL qAT
frorer fosfier wmn a=d amwEaT T
I U g |

DECEMBER 23, 2005- JANUARY 3, 2006



REPORT

The Nagarkot Massacare

Soldier(s) from the Royal Nepal Army (RNA says there was only 1, locals say there were about 12) in civil uniform attacked a
religious festival in this Nagarkot temple with machine guns, killing 12 and injuring dozens more. The following morning they

swiftly ran a clean up operation before inviting the media and watch groups to the site.
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ALL PHOTIS: BHUSHAN SHILPAKAR
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Pure Massacare: Soldier(s) from the Royal Nepal Army (RNA says there was only 1,
locals say there were about 12) in civil uniform attacked a religious festival in this
Nagarkot temple with machine guns, killing 12 and injuring dozens more. The fol-
lowing morning they swiftly ran a clean up operation before inviting the media and
watch groups to the site.
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(Above) Shock and grief soon turned to anger and resentment in the area.

(Below) This tree, along with many people, were struck by the bullets sprayed RNA
soldier(s) using machine guns. Many people tried to hide behind trees when the
unexpected attack began.
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REPORT

Civilians and Police officers light

candles for Peace

PREENA SHRESTHA

A civilian and a police officer lights candles at the peace vigil in Maitighar's Mandal.

Following the tragic incident at Nagarkot
onthe 14th of December, and in memory
of all the people who have lost their
lives in the armed conflict between the
Maoist and the Government, Nepathya
held the Shantiko Laagi Saanjh-
batti program at the Shanti Mandal in
Maitighar on Friday. Despite the fact
that the city had withessed large-scale
protests and strikes during the day,
hundreds of people showed up for the
event, candles in hand, bundled in bulky
clothes and huddled together to ward
off the cold- truly a sight for sore eyes.

Amrit Gurung’s rendition of Ghatana, the
25-minute rock ballad from Nepathya’s
new album, a touching account of the
horrific deaths in the Maina Pokhari
tragedy (Dolakha, May 9, 2004),
appeared to move the audience a great
deal. What lent the song even more
effect, apart from the powerful vocals

and heartfelt lyrics, were probably the
images on the screen that had been
placed behind the band, scenes from
the incident. The atmosphere was
one of profound grief- even though
the performance had been stirringly
beautiful, people found it inappro-
priate, even difficult, to applaud at such
a time. Amrit remarked that performing
the song was hard for him. “Incidents
like those of Maina Pokhari and
Madi should never take place in any
corner of the world again,” he added.

The Shanti Mandal has been hosting
quite a few Saajhbatti programs
this past year. The Himsaa Birodh
Abhiyaan (Campaign Against Violence)
has been responsible for these
events, vowing that as long as people
continue to be killed in the conflict,
they will light candles in their memory
and urge people to pray for peace.

The massacare in Nagarkot was quickly politicised, spurring riots such as this clash
between Student Union members and Police outside Pulchowk's Engineering Cam-

pus and UN Headqarters.
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Car accident and robbery
claims the lives of 2 Nepali
students 1n the US

Varshana Pradhanand, a
Nepali student studying in Troy
University, Alabama, died this
month in a fatal road accident.
The 21-year-old female student
was driving alone in her car when
it skid off the road and hit a tree,
causing fatalinjuriestothedriver’s
head. Varshana had finished her
high school from Budhanilkantha
School in Kathmandu. Her
family and friends could not
be reached for comments.

In a separate incident, two armed
robbers shot at Shekhar Regmi,
20, working as a clerk at the
Finamart gas station. Shekhar,
who is student at North Lake
College, was shot in the head

after he struggled to open the
cash register as the robbers
waited for him to hand them the
cash. He was Harris Methodist
Hospital where he succumbed
to his injuries. No arrests have
been made as investigators
hope the surveillanec video will
aid in finding the criminals. It
was reported that the masked
robbers were Caucasian.
Nepali Society of Texas in Dallas
will hold a Hindu funeral for
the young student on 23 Dec.
Another clerk working with him
at the time escaped unharmed
as he hid himself in a walk-
in cooler when he realised
the shop was being robbed.
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ESTHER EMPLOYMENT AGENCY
GET JOBS AND START EARNING IMMEDIATELY!!!

SUPERMARKET * GROCERRY * DOMESTIC HELP *
SALONS* RESTAURANTS * DELIS*

AND MANY MORE!!!

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS AND IMMEDIATE
WORK OPPORTUNITIES:

136- 89 ROOSEVELT AVE. #303, FLUSHING, NY 11354
PHONE: 718- 762- 4001
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ANUSHIL SHRESTHA

Crown Prince Paras and his wife Princess Himani attend the Birat Mahotsav 2062.

oYY A TG AR AT gA TAHHH
fore #Ercga ged TIWwHSE 91 G
R O 9T AT e geg |
[E=ad® &el dEnies e T
fRTeTHT &R T AATaTs T
AT (@Y g' WUl qEadd ded
A ey ‘fRe wErEa R0%R” @
STUMEA G HHRAT Fausi fewrir
ST Al aRE ) faww
9Esd aTe WUH [T |

T U] TEATTH! [FTRISTTCHT HI,
HIgdIg &390 Afedd Ted Ted [qaq TUHl
| Tl goarad TEeH “faue wercaa

RORRVAT BF fad T T9 Higdewd
qFTF  qfedAHT AT AWTHAT T
qUT Fefhapl &AM Weredd fd¥ dmik
TEGT | IEe G WAl Ao
it I WHE @ 9Teq Ta%
TR BT FATHREE T&d UHIIT |

e wFdi R 3f e T d@ a3
U G g WARSSAICHE  FIAHHAT
®eH 9, Aifidie  HEHA,  F9l
foedie gfqarfar wer fau i
TOHT ARG [ae hed T fox
[ETR, g ¥ aeda 99 d T Y4
Fal HIgAge g9 HAEX ladk gIAH

fesgar  gftem wrfer @R AT
qfedAHT AT YA WU 90 | afed
ATATHD]  BIAYTRAT  UTFIHT J&IT
AUH HISAGEH] T TETeel, TITH
ARG, AT WG, frer wE, wHar
HiebT &g Higd HHIA arer, WA e,
A JETER, faUs ®ax T AN 9T
Wl A |

HECHaAT NI TIH  FATHERH
fig &fid T e gEdl, e
JEeTl T e AR Swue wEEs
g 99 e #9 v AW are ey
[TUeT R Sl faasie Yqarfar a#d
Ul T | AAATHR FAR (G TH
Hoolg ATRLR] AqER A1 o o
Hi TRE, ITAT A G Al
T e fadmer faar g T WY
GHEe  FATENEE Q9 ol 4,
ofraedt dgw, N w9, wE '
AEHT BT TR Tedl gy | faar
g7 ¥ R @@ y&d 9 T3
THHT gy W9 B ol T ARfdle
FAFA e4F o g4 ATTHIT |

REPORT

RS MR ol AANHAT a7 TH

“tT IHUAE UUS ST WAl

AEEIAAT oA Hercdadr
ATETE TS, |1, ARl qgr &l
SATERST Y UETSl [earar  @fst
S, HW S T A IeurEerd 9
I 3 WAt EHNIT | ATINE &l
qATsaee el @1 Helcdadl qeTd a4l
ITHRRTHT ATHIUTHT AT AARSTAATCHS

FPAHIEEAS (0T qrediepar  feguenr
g | ofes T FSEEE g
WETCHad  ATMdE  FATHATTA  ATeTbl

FTMHT FURT Al 8ars ATNHE®
TAIGT |

yaed  (QeTE AT
FUHR  HECAd IcAEeadd HUH
TGS qATAARH AU T HAR
SAICH® A TersT Jarsg |
T qOT ATyl gEeH T ATEuS
TG ®  FARTH  fedEd it
Hercqgd i\ a@ AT del g9t
FAATH T SATA BTHI T g |7
FIFN MeF doold AR 97
HeTeqd Jad|r Y 3@ G HdS /9T
SELH FIUAAT g ATHAT LDl A
| HEIcqaHl qEsaddl THE HeX auX
T aEdE @ AR GedEede
qud FeTF TEARIAT Tl 947 |

ATATSTATER

31|(|C’II

TUSH TeX IALETE TeTsl &dT fara
g1 FUST e FEH @I, Al
FIST, T FANH X G

ATl

Zal SATHET AT

%Wiﬁ?n

~

F T Uy @A) WO, dfed @Tr

gUAae A WUer ST

frtor ammfiee yoaTed ®OHT A At
FTH G | YETS] & e T

MRl THHA  IEGH  dedHE

UNE g (TAfGeiAT W a9

O T gaT AEEEEdrs ATERA]

FRER feq 7 e ST ATH 3 |

9T fIEHT Egdl FRO HATE AUH]
T RSl fAE RS Jgrad
T SAeqEr Wia faeg weT e
MEed TEH 90 AT gT Tabohl
| WAEEIR T ATAEE T A

FIH WH RO AT qg faawar qiq

HISATETGIh] HeolTHT Tedhl ATHAT HIget
d U dX Hl HeAl UG dTIHH
MO ®IgdaE &8 gaadre S

Ml AT a9 9T fashdTel HHA

MR gl 309 9UR g | A

TEEAg G FHIAHAT ATHAEEIRT T3S

qUEd THRIG WL IATewshl  [MIeurEr
T "UET gNY TE | WA R
ATEAT ferr o S fau Uty
TTAETE  IIgedl AT heedls  ®IA

TR 9fd &g arfie ¥ g ar

TS wlsﬁ TF AT g ardr
Gt Il 91 &Fdl FRER a) ECHl
FATT | IAA AH-“TE IITADT HRATL
AT ArEEEeTs F Y gfae e e
FAO AR TH? 7

Tl &FAAT YSTUH] AR I&T TehHehl
Y gfderd 98 fr=y oG 99 @A

el g9 MR T qid

DECEMBER 23, 2005- JANUARY 3, 2006

MYTIEEA BITAT “BRT ol T

TEIHAT  HIAEE JE T AT
T Al SFAHT SATIeed 9% qTHME

YSIST HHl o AT A WIHAEEH

SAIMIX

NI CIEC CEl]

FeaTale IHHTT ATHEE T A &l
SIGHT (A ISST THA H Fobaw!
T 1 ¢ WEEE g AT A
TETH WM ATITOEES 8 Ireeel
T TEAE B UG |7 aHE UF
T earr ®RER g, g9 e,
TR, T3, TALH ATHAEEATS

T v fe T Arer § ogad
AATETEET G TRTSy A AT
qeFHEede a0 =% 9 T a9
AT |

TETSl &FAAT FER T (e

NEPALI AAWAZ | 9



REPORT

+fraw fepuaTer gfew et ufee dwar
Afec ATRAT TRTSl &=l HAR 40
AT THN TATIGT | Arge-“diegel
Teh TaHHT S0/00 BRI I A
IISAT Afedd 30 BARSHI AWM 9
e 1”7 foea R, T e fead faw

deHHE [T T IS dfed ST
%0 Yiqerdd wdel HREHT ggfax

™ AUIE del AT FANHl Fqrd |
I9-“Udk Tddal o T gAT [eel
geX ggfaww & we fqv ot groa
=T qITHT SR T ad § gl
17

gUTAT el I ATIAekdl Gl
feqXx qar dik foshar Tl oTeme
FUEHAN AT G WA el
JGATHAT T ASLHT ATHIE 90 HUS
FEAH ATIMNF FREAT &1 TF | 4
IR ArITHT AR A3 deT a%
THHD] FUAX 9T J&ET @ g
T ATdg 9T = 'Rl I
qATSGT | AgT-“Grgehl b Jca=1
THRT UETSl &9 =TT ¥ &
ARl T |7 HT HERT BIVHE WA
qYATA ATIIEE 9Y ZEl GHET A
IRIEH T JOATC GeTel &l Tl
TAAE 0T I INedl Jarss |
Trg - “ETHIeTE AT S AAAd ga,
AR THT T Foqdg qw A=
gl el a7 A& AL AT LoTHT
FTO TR T afemg T 7 IAE
FTER UETSl &EAT 91 FRER T
FMUEE gUFAT |1 Y0 SA7 Sl
WHGT | I AT §8 AU &R
el AR T FHH AT HISTaral
TRl BRI ATIERA ATATAR Hell
& T BE AR HT JAAE A a9
TR FATISA |

AT Al FsEAR GRSl EEHl JHE
ATTAOE g1 fadrarg e SATIeET i
qfedt 9T Yo gidqeraer Rrae et
FEgdiee aarggd | =HdA, Aidedd,
fodrereare ¥ fraid &g smuaEgT ) WX,
T TST Fd-l qIATH] WRMET &4
WREH &l a0 Jaregd | TwgH-
“HTSATETE 2089 HidQ@]  dTeis(s ¥
fRfcHaTe fear Merll & fa g
T T AR ataar g8d &
AR T |7 HAAEGT L0 ol Hl
gfq ST VY &7 TR FT T
T | SRTITETE qETEl AT g R

10 | NEPALI AAWAZ

ANAND KOIRALA

ANUSHIL SHRESTHA

(Above) A truck wit goods destined for Mechi Pahadi region gets loaded with goods
in Birtamod. (Below) Goods destined for the hill regions of Dhuwani in Dharan.
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Shikhar Concert 2005

5 stops, a bill with some of Nepal’s leading pop sensations and an average audience of 8,000 to 12,000 people per show,

Shikhar Concert 2005 is one of Nepal’s biggest pop tours ever.

ENTERTAINMENT

The long awaited Shikhar Concert,
a nationwide pop tour, visited five of
Nepal’'s biggest cities and towns in
12 days: Nepalgunj, Narayanghat,
Birgunij, Dharan  and Pokhara.

First Shikhar Concert: 3 years ago with
three artists in the bill with only two stops.

This Tour: Initially planned for 2003,
it was postponed because of political
instability. It is produced and Managed
by Vogue Ad and Event Management.

Performing Artists and MCs: Amongst
others, the bill listed Mausami Gurung,
Kranti Ale, Sugam Pokharel, Raju
Lama, Deepesh Kishor Bhattarai and
Nima Rumba. The artists were backed
up by the Little Star Band, headed by
Bhupendra Bajracharya (of Kalind fame)
in the absence of Little Star himself. MC
Aashish and Prashan Syangden a.k.a.
the Rhythm Brothers, did a fantastic job
of rocking the crowd as much as the
pop stars did. In fact, in Dharan, they
themselves were quite the celebrities.

Tickets: Rs. 20 (approx. $0.28),

Nepalgunj, 10 Dec. 05

This South West border town of
Nepal was the tour's first stop.
Highlight: Tour kicks off with Sugam
Pokharel’s super-hit single “Feri Tyo
Din.” No one recalled ever seeing
an audience of this size for a pop
concert. Did anyone actually recall a
pop concert ever happening here?

Narayanghat, 12 Dec. 05

Rupesh Sen, the band manager for
the Narayanghat natve rock outfit
the Shadows, and his friends were
the local coordinators for this stop.
Highlight: Massive turnout. The
crowd turnout was massive.
Low-point: The Oranges that were
thrown at the artists at one point
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during the show. Yes, this is much
better than the trend of stones
being thrown by fans earlier this
year. No, this is still not acceptable.

Birgunj, December 14, 2005

Highlight: The Audience; they were
the coolest amongst the five cities, they
were there to have fun and they seemed
like they were having every bit of it.
More than 9,000 people showed up.

Dharan, 16 Dec, 05

Detour: The artists make a quick stop
in Bara district to see for themselves the
new “Buddha”, a 17 year old boy who
has been meditating for over 6 months
and has apparently not eaten anything
during the time. With mixed feelings and
religious fervor, the artists left for Dharan.
Highlight: The crowd; wildest and
biggest of the tour. The 12,000 strong
audience chanted “encore” after almost
every performer. For the first time (ever
in Nepal, probably), there was crowd-
surfing. A daily paper next day wrote
g and tiring journey of 550 kms, the
troupe reach their final stop, Pokhara.

Highlight: Mt. Machchhapuchhre
in the backdrop as the show kicked
off in the Pokhara Rangashala.
Home to a large fan following of
the star, Raju Lama closed the tour
with his other superhit “Sayaad”

The tour also proved that DJ Raju’s
recentremix “ChyangbaHoi Chyangba”
sung by Kranti Ale and Mausami
Gurung has become an instant super-
hit across the country in just a matter
of weeks. Everywhere throughout
the kingdom, the song was heard
in radios, local fm stations, cassette
players, shops, hotels, bars, dance
clubs! Kranti and Mausami’s rock
version of “Chyangba Hoi Chyangba”
was the best received preformance
in each one of the five shows.

Top to Bottom: Mausami Gu-
rung, Nima Rumba, Deep-
esh K Bhattarai and Kranti
Ale perform in Pokhara with
one of the most magnificent
backdrops imaginable; Mt.
Machhapuchure.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Catching up with Lochan Rizal

Almost 10 years after recording his first
song, Nepali Pop Rock singer Lochan
Rijal, who is also currently pursuing
his Master’'s degree in Ethnomusi-
cology from Kathmandu University,
was recently declared a White Band
Goodwill Ambassador for the Millennium
Campaign by UN on 10 Dec. A native of
rural hill district of Panchthar, Eastern
Nepal, Lochan moved to Kathmandu
in 1995 to join a High School there.
Nepali Aawaz caught up with him to
talk about his new position, the respon-
sibilities it entails, and his music.

You recently teamed up with the rock
group Looza. How are things going?
I's going really well. We've been
practicing and it's been a lot of fun.
Looza is also getting involved in
some social causes. But yeah, things
are working out well with Looza.

You are now doing your Master’s in
Ethnomusicology.

| know, and I’'m absolutely thrilled about
it. | have been granted a scholarship

Lochan performing live in the NSK Tour 05, Narayanghat.

What exactly is your role as the
White Band Goodwill Ambassador
for the UN?

My role is to initiate tasks for
the cause of poverty eradication
and impliment them through music and
as a musician. Being a UN Goodwill
Ambassador is just a recognition
awarded by the UN on the 3rd White
Band Day organized [in Nepal] under
the Millennium Development Goal.

How did this opportunity come
about?

| am told that they had done a survey
and they needed a youth musician with
innovative ideas and not just in music
but for other causes too. | guess my
[music] education also helped me out.

Were you surprised to be chosen as
the ambassador?

| was astonished. But its a great
oppurunity for me to do something good
for the people and the nation. Looza, the
band | am with now, is also planning to
get involved in for some social causes.

You have been doing the music
critique for WAVE magazine for a few
months now. Is that something you
will continue to do?

Yes, as long as they trust my critique
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for it. Sometime in the future | want to
explore ethnic music and styles of more
groups and write thesis and books
about them and popular music in
Nepal, which would be designed more
like a reference book for Ethnomusic
students across the world. | would really
like to become a good scholar and help
take Nepali music to a global audience.

You also give music classes. Tell us
a little but about that.

Well, my academics is keeping me
very busy at the moment so | have had
to leave teaching in Central School
mainly because of a tight schedule.

Lochan Trivia:

Lochan recorded his first song in 1995,
and his first alboum was released in
2001 by Moonlight Records, also the
publishing company of this fortnightly.
Lochan’s last full length album
Coma was released by SAV in
2004. It's first single Chandrama
became one of the hits of the year.

As per his parents’ wishes,
Lochan wanted to become a
Doctor when he was a young boy.

X-It: A well known secret

Popular enough to win a a major national music award, but still

X-It has become one of the best known
secrets of the Nepali rock scene for
almost 5 years now. The band, with it's
fare share of changes in the line-up,
started a project in 2000 as cousins and
guitar virtuosos Iman Shan and Binayak
Shah spent hours in their recording
studio BMI with other musician friends.
It was then that Iman (of Drishty fame)
on lead guitar, Ashish (of Shrishti fame)
on drums and Binayak (of Crossroads
fame) on keyboards, vocals and guitar
recorded and released the fusion rock
ballad “Saasai Saasma,” followed by
the single Crusin’, an homage to Dire
Straits. In 2001, with veteran bassist
Danu (Daniel Kartha) on board, Xt
was formed but with spot still open;
a vocalist. Enter Garima Gurung, the
young female rocker who auditioned
for the group and fronted the X-It for
their first live show 20:01 For The Love
Of Rock. In late 2002 the band recorded
their first single with Garima, Slide, but
soon went into a hiatus.

X-IT re-emerged as a live feat in 2004. In
the company of new recruit Pawan on
drums, the band returned as the back
up band for Garima at an event called
‘F-Major’ and then again as X-It at the
‘Hits FM Music Awards 2061." After
another live performance ‘Music for
Humanity,” they decided to stop playing
live for some time in order to focus on
their album just until it is completed.

Now, the band is “almost out” with
their yet untitled full length debut.
Apparently, the recording of their last
song has been delayed since Binayak
is in Bangkok honeymooning while
the others are waiting for him to get
back! Their record company will also
be setting the album launch date as
soon as they finish recording some of

the last songs left undone. With several
band members coming in and leaving
the group, the current line up is Iman,
Binayak and Garima.

There are 9 songs in the forthcoming
album, two of which are in English;
‘Cruisin’ and ‘Slide’. However, both of
these songs are not new. ‘Slide’ won
an award for ‘Best song in foreign
language’ this year, while ‘Cruisin’ was
nominated for the same category at the
Hits FM Music Awards two years ago.
“Both songs have been rearranged, and
for Crusin’ we’'ve changed some lyrics
too” says Iman. The other remaining
tracks are Nepali songs and an instru-
mental. “Even though the genre is the
same, the musical and lyrical values are
different in each song; the songs were
made when we were in a certain state
of mind so we do have some sort of
emotional attachment with all of them,”
adds Garima.

What genre? Rock, of course. According
to the band, their debut album is mostly
going to be contemporary soft rock with
a lot of guitar pieces. “The 80s sound is
a big influence as it is; Moreover, that’s
the ‘in-thing’ in the international scene
as well,” says Iman. And despite their
flamboyant musical styles on stage,
they have tried their best to keep things
“simple” in the album.

“The second album is going to be more
true to what we have learned as a band.
It won’t have any compromises as far as
music’s concerned,” explains Iman. But
for now, the band can’t wait to release
their debut album. And quite certainly,
neither can a lot of their fans.

Calling all Nepali performing artists residing outside of
Nepal! Send us your demos and brief bio and we could
feature you in Nepali Aawaz!

letters@nepaliaawaz.com
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(Above, Left and right) Scene from the slapstick comedy Nai Malai Kehi Chaidaina.
(Below) Audiences leave the cinema hall after the movie's premier in Dharan.
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fera 1

NEPAL

A Nepali feature film
by S.J Entertainment.
Starring Rajesh Hamal
and Sudhamshu Joshi.
International premier
soon.
For more information:
S.J. Entertainment.

E-mail: 7@gmail.com
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ENTERTAINMENT
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ANUSHIL SHRESTHA

Forever fashionable, youngsters in Dharan dance during one of the few Dance par-
ties happening in the region.
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All Nepal Band Competition ‘62

Metal and Hard Rock dominates another band contest in Nepal.

The first round of the “All Nepal Band
Competition ’62,” organized by Times
FM 90.6, took place at the Jawalakhel
Ground on Saturday, December 10th.
Tickets were Rs. 75 and a failry good
number of audience showed up for
the event. There are altogether thirty
bands that have been selected to
take part in this battle of the bands,
including Cruentus, Blood Blister,
Rusty Hybrids, Atharba and Metal Box.
There will be two more battle rounds
with ten bands each after which 10
finalists will be selected for whom the
audiences will vote to pick the winner.

Along with other prizes, the winning
band will win a record contract for
an album as well as a music video
production package. The band will be
provided with great assist and support

for their promotion and success. “There
is no cash prize, though,” says one of
the organisers, noting that many band
contestsregularly give away cash prizes.

The bands that played in the first
battle round include 3 Meek Puppets,
Rudrakshya Mantra, Tipsy Phony and
Zenesis. All of the contestants showed
off their talents and enthusiasm and
got the crowd going. The three that did
make it to the finals that day were Sound
Chemistry, Dr. Punk and Taremam. Dr.
Punk was good, but not necessarily
good enough to make it into the finals.
Anyway, to their luck, they’'ve already
been chosen and that’'s what really
counts. Sound Chemistry, on the other
hand, were pretty impressive. Their
performances included a brilliant cover
of Pink Floyd. Although Da Soul Band did

not qualify for the finals, they stood out
with their blend of Nepali rap with metal.

An odd thing about many of the partici-
pants was their music; many of them
would perform an enthralling cover
of a metal song and then proceed
to performing an original song; pop
with mediocre lyrics and composition.

The popular rock outfit The Shadows
also made a guest appearance at the
end of the show. To nobody’s surprise,
they rocked so hard the audiences
climbed up on stage, something that’s
becoming all too common during a
Shadows performance. The stage
rush, however, forced the organizers to
end the show earlier than scheduled.

Bollywood star Arjun Rampal in KTM

Bollywood star Arjun Rampal was in
Kathmandu on 17 Dec., for a special
event premiere of his newest release
Ek Ajnabee at the Gopi Krishna movie
theater.

Adorned by girls for his looks and guys
for his personality, it was no surprise
that a huge crowd of fans waited for
him outside the theater. As soon as
Arjun Rampal got out of his car he was,
but of course, swarmed by the throng
of both male and female fans.
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The tickets for the opening night were
priced at Rs. 2,500 (approx. $35)

for the balcony seats, which were

also inclusive of dinner at Hotel de
I’Annapurna, and Rs. 1,000 (approx.
$14) only for the show for those in the
rear stalls. Although the prices were
bizarrely high, the cinema was packed
to it’s capacity.

Experience

The Experience:

Project Experience, a one-of-its-kind
escapade, i
marked another one of those splendid
evenings at the Patan Museum on
December 17, where musicians from i
gathered
“an i
and
expression” of themselves. Project
Experience is headed by renowned i
from different
bands (Nirakar from 1974 AD, Robin
Tamang, Yubaraj aka Vikku—an ex ‘i
Rusty Nails and Sanjay also from i
1974 AD). “It’s all about letting our i
creative juices flow,” says Nirakar. :

collaborative  musical

different Nepali bands
to present what they called,
experience, experimentation

Nepali musicians

The show started out with a lot of i
classic covers that have influenced
them, including Steppen Wolf’'s “Born i
to be Wild.” They went on to perform
renditions of classics by Nepali
legends like Arun Thapa and inter-
national icons like Bob Marley, Cat
Stevens and Bob Dylan. The musicians
performed some instrumentals and
other original compositions as well. :

The Experience was also joined by i
other well-known musicians for the
(of Kutumba fame)
played the bamboo flute, Raju (also
of Kutumba fame) played the percus-
sions and Mariano from Spain blew us
away with his saxophone. It was truly :
an enthralling musical experience.

show; Rubin

ENTERTAINMENT

Meet Jiwan:

With a debut album ready, Jiwan

Jiwan Pandit, a hobby singer, recently
recorded his debut album. Nepali
Aawaz talked to the aspiring pop artist.

What got you started?

WhenlwasinDipendraPolice school,we
had a teacher, Padam Bista. He helped
me get started. But as far as interest
in music goes, it was always there.

How long was it before you decided
to cut an album?

| always wanted to cut an album but
the time, circumstances and the money
situation was never right. | continued to
pursue my interest in music when | came
to the US and one day some friends
and decided that we should give it a go.

What inspired this album?

“ Aaja pheri..” is an album inspired by
the sorrow, pain and hardships of living
in a foreign country while missing
friends, families and the homeland.

What was the experience of being in
a recording studio like?

It was awesome. | had Sunil Upreti
dai always around me, helping me
as a brother would, from scratch to
finish. So | was always taken care
of. 1 had fun recording the music.
It was like a dream come true.

How was the video making
experience?

Actually my song “Thappa Rokiyo...”
has been visualized twice. One for
Hari Siwakoti’'s video album, “The
Globe”; and another for Lochan
Man Shrestha’s “Dhuk Dhukee”. |
learned a lot from both of them and
the experience was quite pleasant.
Plus, Miss Nepal 2001 First Runners
Sabina Shrestha was there for it too.

Is this something you will pursue full
time or something you do more as a

hobby?

Well! It's my hobby and | think I'll keep it
that way at this time. | am still new and |
wantto learn more aboutit. As | grow and
learn, if the reaction of the people gets
better, | might take it further, who knows.
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EVENTS LISTING

Events in Nepal:

City: Kathmandu

Event: Blood Donation Program
Organiser: Nodan Club
Kathmandu in Association with
Youth Organisations Nepal
Venue: Jyatha (in front of the
Nepal Byayam Mandir)

Date: 24 Dec. 05

Time: 10:30AM Onwards

Tkts: N/A

More Info: Volunteer/ Social
Service. Raman Bhattarai:
9841232490

City: Kathmandu

Event: Live music by Looza
Venue: Himalatte Restaurant
and Bar, Thamel

Date: 24 Dec. 05

Time: 7PM Onwards

Tkts: Free

More info: Himalatte: 4256738.

City: Kathmandu

Event: Xmas Eve 05 Blast
Organiser:

Venue: Korean Restaurant &
Bar

Date: 24 Dec. 05

Time: 5PM Onwards

Tkts: Rs. 500 (Includes snacks
and 1 drink)

More Info: Live performance by
the Knox Band

City: Kathmandu

Event: Jatra Ladies Night
Organiser: Jatra

Venue: Jatra Restaurant and
Bar

Date: 28 Dec. 05

Time: Evening/ Night

Tkts:

More Info: 1 free cocktail to all
the ladies every Wednesday
night.

City: Kathmandu

Event: Uncork The Good Times
Organiser: Dwarika’s Hotel
Venue: Fusion Bar (Dwarika’s
Hotel)

Date: 30 Dec. 05

Time: 7PM Onwards

Tkts: Rs. 675 (Includes BBQ
Dinner, a can of beer or soft
drink)

More Info: Every Friday night,
Live Blues and Jazz with Cine &
Par-E-Jat.

City: Kathmandu

Event: Mega Dance Party
Organiser:

Venue: Club Black Pearl
Date: 31 Dec. 05
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Time: 2PM Onwards
Tkts: Rs, 500 and Rs. 1,000

City: Kathmandu

Event: Live music by Eternity
Organiser/ Venue: Himalatte
Restaurant and Bar

Date: 31 Dec. 05

Time: 7PM Onwards

Tkts: Free

More info: Live music by
Eternity, whose members are
originally from Looza and
Revival. Himalatte: 4256738.

Events in the US:

City: New York

Event: Xmas Dance Party
Organiser: DJ P

Venue: 221 E. 27 Street,
between 2nd and 3rd Avenues,
Date: 24 Dec. 05

Time: 8PM to 4AM

Tkts: $25 (Includes dinner)
More Info: The annual
Christmas party by DJ P, the
Himalayan DJ.

City: Seattle

Events: Christmas 2005 Party
Organiser: The Everest Kitchen
Venue: The Everest Kitchen,
14561 Bothell Way NE, 14th St.
Date: 25 Dec. 05

Time: 6PM Onwards

Tkts: $10 (NSS members)

and $12 (non-members), Free
(Children under 7)

More Info: The Everest Kitchen

City: Boston

Event: Lhochaar Party
Organiser: Tamu Samaaj
Boston

Venue: 30 Assembly Square
Drive, Somerville, MA 02145
Date: 2 Jan. 06

Time: 6PM Onwards

Tkts: $25/ person. $20/person
for those wearing traditional or
ethnic Nepali clothes. Free for
children under 10

More Info: A taste of Gurung
hospitality in Boston.

City: New York

Event: Tamu Lochaar
Organiser: Tamu Society of
USA (NY)

Venue: 630 2 Ave., between
East 34th and 35th Streets.
Date: 7 Jan. 06

Time: 7:30PM Onwards
Tkts: $35

More Info: The annual
celebration of Lochaar. Mekh
Gurung: 917.302.6518. Narayan
Gurung: 347-881-4597.
Website: www.gurungs.org

Event in the UK:

City: London

Event: Nepz Night 2006
Organiser:

Venue: Face Bar at Ambrose
Place, Chatham Street
Date: 1Jan. 06

Time: 6PM Onwards

Tkts: 10 Pounds

More Info: Nepali Cocktail
and Dance Party. Harsha:
07990726493. Gopal
07917294118

Events in AU:

City: Sydney

Event: Loshar 2006
Organiser: Tamu Samaj,
Sydney

Venue: Marrickville Tennis
Club, Corner of Sydenham and
Centennial Streets.

Date: 7 Jan. 06

Time: 5:30PM Onwards
Tkts: AU$25

More Info: The annual
celebration of Losar.

City: Melbourne

Event: Loshar Celebration
Organiser:

Venue: St. Ambrose Hall, 1-3
Dawson Street.

Date: 8 Jan. 06

Time: 5:30PM to Midnight
Tkts: AU$20/ person.

More Info: The annual
celebration of Tamu Loshar.
Dress code; Traditional/
Ethnicor Smart Casual.
Authentic Nepali cuisine
and cultural dances. Kusmi:
0411.412.410. Kalpana:
0423.431.417.

Got an event?

List it on Nepali
Aawaz for free or
contact us for
advertising details:
718.271.3066

events@nepaliaawaz.com
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LEGAL COLUMN

W’HVI '\I‘,IOIW‘CR oIOI'){ 9|‘]|1:|31"<'|‘|<'|
TARTS T ATHT 3Tdaq fad 3‘|I"<‘|H H|°|°|

TANH TP WA Uhead T
IRHA=GTd 9659 B9 i S\aa
QGG IS AUNHT FIT T T

~

Immigration Service I FRACIHT  IqTE JUaaE M9 Fd9T T qred

qq 9% fqUTer ofT eraed fed @ieen
AT %, 96T%  dfg  AATNTHAR!

5

gt fagefiewar aifm ol Yo
T W oY, 6t @ H oY, 1655
g fAere s T e o awa
ATl foT |

qaerdd H Y, 9650 F¥H faar aHid

Fqafq dfas Al el TR
Sl 9, 96GR UGSl $hdE A
(Visitor Visa) fa=mft BT (Student Visa)
CUC e B | B b < M
g srifeeprare anfer T wffuar wRo

o c ii N aa_i_ T]T-\i‘_ ﬁ i)‘ n

T4 APTRT THIAAT FAATTHA FATAT
(Immigration Office) Sl QEIE\T THIET ATHT
Al fag a1 dfas | IR (Border
cross) T @IS amfer T U
HUHT Jo9T TH Afhee (Haed fad
SAMET &@T A AHTN RerEAT | JEd
RHGUHT AThetd AATNHT  HATAT
AIq GENH [deg IR AT Y,
STqATs AATd AAd a9 fafaeg

A HEETHT ATl 9e7 T Gfardrer &IHT T
TR TANH ALATTHAT BATATHT S=HT
T waHEguH Rtk ar fadiees
qiEa T Geeedls  JAEre s AT
weETE! fers s frl | sEeER
TERUH  Uigedl UIHH TG Tel
fefmax 39, 004 wr afed

Sl

T TeSUH R MAFISH! AT
fegd foed 9@l 1687 Form & T
gYebl HIIHT Employment Authorization
Document (EAD) & UiHI&Hl WH Uiq
T &g |

I-687 Form ‘31_{[ afeel e ﬁ_{[‘ﬁ[ E3S
et :

Q. T 1GGR IS AHIGHT A
T Fgaede oA o SIATSEnRTio
qHF gAUG | A ATh AT IAERH
qiaaT deee ¥ Y, 9669 @ #
¥, 9655 # fgE|r geane| ar

BT |

3. Wit ARGUPT FEET [ROATA g |
TgHT AfGICh AHCHT JaeT T 13
feptawept Siifew oTag W& Afh &1
TR | SIMEH AU T AT
q FUIRT TG AATTEH AR A
AROT AU (Felony) aT o 4T
qraeaT Jel faearg (misdemeanor) A9Y
g TH Afhee HAAG TS |

s T afed ®HET SAfaue
forarcoreT emaTeAT HAg iv fedtaem
PN FEE AAESHT qY fbd rerETl
(fraud) WHTUTSRT STETXHT  ®H  ATCTaRT
UIEUAT W g Falel ad q4ag

my  dfguel  de gHiva T
JHITERHT  9THTIQAT  ad  didfthae,
TEYTE, ATSS, ATl [
e U ufEEed,  fasen  qor
i foer, @M Kb, dwar e,
feda e, 99 qar AfeEwa
1 feguar oirefae a1 svr e

FTAIT YT UM B e de]
HT Immigration Attorneyiblf RUHAT ’\1"3!'?(
(o glgmg | AU AR weiteIEd
AT A A FHEH g4 greAa
R 1 A 1 e G o B
29 A UeHd] AGH TP A9
T COIfETEAH  HE@Ud  SAEEd @
qHGEE Td  GHEH  AHidel  g9ee
AT FAIAE  ATHE  BTAA TTABIR]
qUE Ud Y9 AT A ATHT
JUIEE o gl | U 2w
We 9N, JHRET IR, gared HqSed
JR TAEIFT YT, JAT A9 A
HETEcH T g |

TeHT Fﬂmﬁ Nepal Center, New York
El Vice-President, Alliance for Democracy
& Human Rights in Nepal, USA <l Past
President, 9T =qTeAl BEEREIIRED
6T 939 Eeg | Uds o g
gAY HIT bl Comptroller William C.
Thompson, Jr. Jonshon & South Asian
Heritage Celebration Cal Th faam U
Tedt S[ G, R00Y HT Distinguished
Honoree &I TYETYA YaH TRUH T
|

TIEH HI FAT THSAT 90 9
FAA Godlgdhl AN BTEN ST a7
UpTHl A binodatlaw@gmail.com HT
T % qeT Faded gl

www.bn.com.np

The world is just a click away!

We are living in a fast, modern
world and yet the irony is, the
age old adage, ‘a picture is
worth a thousand words’, still
holds true. The first impression
is still the last impression and
IMAGE IS EVERYTHING.

You have to make a mark,
leave an impression. Your
logo, stationary, website

- every little thing is a reflection
of who you are and what you
do.

The world has shrunk.
Geographical barriers no
longer hold true. There is a
new world in the making — one
driven by information.

Do you need a presence? Do
you want to make a statement,
an expression?
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Horoscope, 23 Dec.05 - 3 Jan.06

HOROSCOPE
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SPECIAL

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) Chairman Prachanda
and the People's Liberation Army

All photos provided by Girish Pokhrel (www.nepalipost.com)

Above:This photo of the Maoist leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal, alias Prachanda, was
captured from a documentary shown to the journalists and guests invited for a
Maoist program in Rukum last week. This is the most recent photo of the elusive
commander. The Maoists also have several documentaries they use for recruiting
drives.

Below: People's Liberation Army (Maoists) put on a show as locals watch.

Top right: The comrades put on a cultural show during the event. The Maoists
have in the past released several music albums.

Bottom right: A militiaman hold an M-16. The US government has provided Nepal
with several thousands of these machineguns. The Maoists often loot the Army
barracks they manage to over run, taking most of their weapons such as the
M-16s and the INSAS, which was given to the Royal Nepal Army by the Indian
government.
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Nepal’s Maoists: Their Aims, Structure and Strategy

27 Oct. 05. International Crisis Group, Brussels

In less than ten vyears, the Maoist
insurgency has transformed Nepal. The
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) has
spread armed conflictacrossthe country
and reshaped its political environment
irrevocably. But their political aims
are still questioned, and not enough
is known about their structure and
strategy. This background report seeks
to fill in many of the gaps, based on
close study of their writings and actions
and a wide range of interviews, in
order to provide policymakers in Nepal
and the international community with
information and insights needed to
approach a peace process realistically.

The Maoists are at heart a political
party. They have developed military
capacity but it is subordinated to
political control. They use terror tactics
and coercion but they are not simply
terrorists. They maintain links to other
communist revolutionary groups on
the subcontinent but they are neither
Khmer Rouge clones nor is their
campaign part of any global terrorism.

Maoist strategy is of a protracted
people’s war, both political and military
-- the two cannot be separated. They
have a long-term vision, and they
have patience. They can be extremely
astute politically (their September 2005
unilateral ceasefire announcement)
but can also make grave miscalcu-
lations in terms of their own long-
term objectives (their mishandling of
leadership differences in early 2005).

The Maoists are not likely to collapse
because of internal disputes. There are
undoubtedly tensions within the top
leadership and challenges of command
and control but these do not add up to
fatal weaknesses. The state’s security-
driven agenda under a succession of
governments lacking legitimacy has
only further strengthened their position.

The insurgents are pragmatic and
tactically flexible. They are aware they
will notwin an outright military victory and
have realised that an instant transition
to socialism is impossible. They are
willing to compromise to some degree
and are keen to engage with domestic
and international political forces.

The Maoists have employed force for
political ends since the start of their
armed campaign in 1996. They have
used torture, execution and other
forms of violence including terror and
extortion. But they have also been
more restrained than many insurgent
groups: they have Ilimited civilian
casualties and generally avoided indis-
criminate attacks. They have left the
economy functional, if weakened, and
have never targeted foreign nationals.

TheMaoistsaresensitivetodomesticand
international opinion. However, despite
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their philosophy of people’s war they
are not dependent on popular support.
The seriousness of their engagement
in any peace process will depend on
their perceptions of risks and opportu-
nities. The international community may
play an important role in shaping these.

Senior Maoist leaders may well be
motivated by a genuine desire for
social and economic transformation.
Their pursuit of domestic transfor-
mation takes precedence over their
professed commitment to global
revolution. They are more interested
in controlling development efforts
across Nepal and consolidating their
grip on local populations’ daily lives.

Thatthe Maoists mustbe dealtwithrealis-
tically is something Nepal’s mainstream
politicians have long understood.
Having been on the receiving end of
many of the rebels’ most brutal assaults,
they harbour no illusions about Maoist
respect for political dissent. But at
the same time they see the possi-
bility of using both carrot and stick to
persuade the Maoists to engage with
them politically with the aim of getting
agreement on a common program that
would address certain of their demands
that have won widespread support.

The Maoists themselves have acted
pragmatically throughout much of the
conflict. They have always kept in mind
the need to hold the door open for
future rehabilitation and reconciliation
and have maintained a dialogue with
mainstream forces partly to this end.
They have also adopted a moderate
policytowardsinternationaldevelopment
efforts and have long called for interna-
tional facilitation of a peace process.

Behaviour towards the newly estab-
lished United Nations human rights
mission will be a crucial test of Maoist
attitudes and capacities. If they can
prove that they are ready for peace and
capable of implementing a negotiated
settlement, the political mainstream will
be ready to deal with them. Judging
by widespread popular relief following
their September 2005 declaration of
a unilateral three-month ceasefire,
Nepal’s people would back areasonable
compromise that delivers peace.

Present Situation

Nepal is in turmoil and the monarchy
is in question. King Gyanendra had
calculated that his authoritarian moves
since October 2002 would return
order to a land wracked by Maoist
insurgency and political instability but
he has failed. The months since the
royal coup on 1 Febraury 2005 have
seen security degenerate under a royal
government with no plans for peace
and democracy. The Maoists seized
the initiative by announcing a unilateral

three-month ceasefire on 3 September
2005. The international community
needs to recognise that its calls for
palace/ political party reconciliation as
the sole path toward stability are unreal-
istic. New lines need to be explored,
beginning with support for the ceasefire
and the tentative dialogue underway
between the parties and the Maoists.

What should be done

The international community’s one-
point policy of urging the palace and
parties to cooperate was reasonable
as long as there were realistic indica-
tions they might oblige. However, the
king’s actions since February 2005
have produced a political sea-change,
with moderate parties moving toward a
more republican stance and the Maoists
urging them to negotiate. Nepal’s most
influential friends need to engage
in a serious rethink. They should:

welcome the Maoist ceasefire
and urge its indefinite extension,
government reciprocity, and that
all sides in the conflict seize the
opportunity  for substantive talks;
continue suspension of military aid
in order to maintain pressure on
the royal government to restore
democratic governance and
explore all avenues to peace talks;
replace the traditional insistence on
a constitutional monarchy alongside
parliamentary government as the sole
path to stability and democracy with an
unequivocalfocusondemocracy-withor
withoutthe king-andanegotiatedpeace;
work towards better international policy
coordination, especially between India,
the U.S., the EU and the UN, preferably
in the form of a loose contact group;
hold afollow-uptothe 2002 London Inter-
national Conference on Nepal, bringing
together all major players to chart a
course towards a principled, democratic
peace andensurebasic unity of purpose;
support the UN human rights
monitoring  mission  with  money
and political backing; and
support mainstream, non-violent
democratic parties, helping to protect
them against attacks from both armed
sides and planning for a potentially
difficult transition to democracy.
There can be no return to the status
quo before the 1 February coup. Nor
can there now be any easy return to
the political institutions of the 1990
constitution. The king has made clear
his desire to take Nepal back to the
absolute monarchy of the 1960s, while
the Maoists insist on moving straight
to a constitutional revision process.
King Gyanendra’s refusal to go back
on any of his controversial steps,
however many diplomatic exit routes he
is offered, has reduced the chance for
compromise. The mainstream parties’
suspicion of the king’s intentions
and their consequent willingness to
envisage abandoning the monarchy
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make a palace climb-down risky.

Conflict history

Nepal has been ruled by hereditary
prime ministers from the Rana clan
or monarchs from the Shah family
since the 18th century. A multiparty
interlude from 1959-1960 ended when
King Mahendra, father of Gyanendra,
suspended the constitution following
the election victory of the Nepali
Congress Party. From then until 1990
a variety of constitutional formats
emerged — none of which allowed for
genuinely free political parties. Coming
under increasing internal and external
pressure,Nepalre-establishedmultiparty
democracy within the framework of
a constitutional monarchy in 1990.

However, democracy failed to quell
Nepal's chronic political instability
in the 1990s. Maoist rebels began a
violent insurgency campaign against
the government in rural areas from
1996, attempting to establish a People’s
Republic. As the pattern of strikes and
later bombings intensified through
2001 and 2002, Nepal’s constitutional
and political order seemed under threat
of disintegration. On 22 July 2001
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
announced a unilateral ceasefire against
the Maoists, which they immediately
reciprocated. But the Maoists broke the
ceasefire in November 2001, launching
coordinated attacks on army and police
posts. The conflict intensified over the
following year and drew in the full partic-
ipation of the Royal Nepalese Army.

In October 2002, King Gyanendra,
facing a growing debate over potential
plans to extend the state of emergency
as a means to combat the Maoist
insurgency, dismissed the government,
assumed executive power and
assured the public elections would
be held in a timely fashion. However,
the insurgency made the holding of
elections impossible, and parliament
remained disbanded. A January 2003
ceasefire between government and
Maoist insurgents collapsed in August
that year, sparking a catastrophic return
to mass violence: over 1,000 died in the
followingfourmonthsalone. Althoughthe
reappointment of Sher Bahadur Deuba
as prime minister in June 2004 marked
an attempt to heal the rift between the
palace and political parties, this ended
with the royal coup on 1 February 2005.

For more reports and analysis on Nepal
by the International Crisis Group, visit
their website www.icg.org
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