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Peer review is at the heart of research

Publish
Conduct novel 

research

Review
Interpret other 

research

In a survey of over 4,000 researchers, most (84%) believed that without peer review there 
would be no control in scientific communication.

- http://senseaboutscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Peer_Review_Survey.pdf 

http://senseaboutscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Peer_Review_Survey.pdf
http://senseaboutscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Peer_Review_Survey.pdf
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Massive pressure 
to publish

Minimal incentive 
to review

● Reproducibility crisis
● Publons / salami slicing
● Increasing rejections
● Research misconduct & 

fraud

● Slow review process
● Reviewer fatigue

Peer review is at the heart of research…
but you wouldn’t know it
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Reviewers perform crucial and unrecognised 
service

4m reviewers 7m reviews 35m hours1

2.5bn USD2 of unrecognised peer review each year

1. The STM Report: An overview of scientific and scholarly journal publishing, STM March 2015
2. The “Burden” of Peer Review, The Scholarly Kitchen

http://www.stm-assoc.org/2015_02_20_STM_Report_2015.pdf
http://www.stm-assoc.org/2015_02_20_STM_Report_2015.pdf
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2010/08/31/the-burden-of-peer-review/
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2010/08/31/the-burden-of-peer-review/
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Our mission is
to speed up science
by harnessing the power
of peer review
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Publons gives researchers cross-publisher 
recognition for peer review

With a free Publons profile, you 
can effortlessly track, verify and 
showcase every peer review and 
editorial contribution to research. 
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115k+
reviewers

600k+
reviews

5k+
editors



The home of peer review

Review permissions
Privacy

● Open (name is associated with article) 
● Journal (name is associated with journal)
● Publisher (name is associated with 

publisher)
● Hidden (never shown on profile)

Content

● Unpublished 
● Published

● By default, reviews are added to Publons with Journal, Unpublished permissions.
● You can change your defaults or change permissions per-review.
● Your permission settings are checked against those of the journal, publisher, and author(s)
● before displaying reviews.
● No matter what settings are chosen, Publons never allows information about the manuscript to
● be released until the manuscript has been published.
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Sync with your ORCID

From your profile settings you can:

● Automatically export your verified 
review history to your ORCID so your 
work is visible across both platforms. 

● Import your publication history from 
ORCID to Publons.
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Exportable peer review record

Two clicks to a downloadable record 
of your verified review and editorial 
contributions.
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Exclusive statistics, insights and comparisons of 
your reviewing efforts
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Helping researchers stand out

Exclusive guidance, resources and examples 
detailing how to use your Peer Review Record 
for:

● Individual evaluations
● Promotion, tenure, job, funding and grant applications
● Visa applications for outstanding researchers
● Continuing professional development 

publons.com/community/career/ 

https://publons.com/community/career/
https://publons.com/community/career/
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As an academic involved in senior management, I have served on my university’s 
promotion committees over many years. I also regularly offer external critique for 
tenure panels for several international research institutions. 

Peer review activity is an important criteria for demonstrating an individual’s standing,  
engagement and contribution to their global academic community.  

This is always a very difficult activity to assess but with the advent of Publons, there is 
now scope to capture the depth and breadth of an individual’s contribution. I believe 
that this verified peer review evidence is helpful for all academic researchers, 
especially those who are seeking career advancement.

Professor Alan Stitt, McCauley Chair of Experimental Ophthalmology - Centre for 
Experimental Medicine, The Queen's University Belfast

https://publons.com/institution/8071/
https://publons.com/institution/8071/
https://publons.com/institution/8071/
https://publons.com/institution/8071/
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Raise your institution’s profile as a center of 
research excellence

● Help your institution climb 
the world peer review 
rankings.

● Set your institution apart in 
funding and assessment 
rounds with new evidence of 
its influence over research.
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Building the future of peer review

Recognition

Networked Open? Craftsmanship
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Helping the world better understand research

Add post-publication reviews, scores and 
comments to research you care about.

A network of experts bringing new insight and 
context to published research.
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1. Import any article by DOI
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2. Add your post-publication comments to begin a discussion
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3. Build out your profile and increase your merit

DOI minted
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Today: browse thousands of post-publication reviews on Publons
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But how do I become a reviewer?
Early career 
researchers

Many researchers want to 
review, but simply have not 

been asked
?

??

?

?

Editors

Most editors say that finding 
reviewers is the hardest part 

of their job

The 
disconnect
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Early career 
researchers

How can I prove I’m a good 
reviewer?

The problem

Editors

How do I know if they’re a 
good reviewer?

?
??

?

?
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The solution

Early career 
researchers

● Coursework
To learn the craft of review

● Mentorship
Supervisor provides subject 
specific expertise

● Profile
Highlights expertise with 
post-pub reviews

Editors

● New reviewers
A source of motivated experts

● Evaluate skills 
Easily reference

○ Supervisor endorsement
○ Text of post-pub reviews
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Free, online course designed by the world’s expert reviewers and editors.

Academy graduates will:

● Understand how the peer review process works
● Have reviewed papers in their area of expertise
● Be endorsed by their supervisor
● Connect with editors at relevant journals

publons.com/academy
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Build your profile as an expert reviewer
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Get in front of top editors on Publons
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Recap
● There is a great opportunity to improve research by bringing balance back to 

the system. This requires:
○ modern tools to turn peer review into a measurable output
○ All players in the research ecosystem to recognise and reward peer review relative to its 

importance 

● A future comprised of a network of experts willing to discuss and evaluate the 
world’s research can expand the cone of discovery and progress. This 
network needs to be built on a foundation of recognition.

● Early career researchers are the future. We need to help them show their 
reviewing expertise and become active reviewers. 
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Questions?

publons.com

tom@publons.com
@publons

mailto:tom@publons.com
mailto:tom@publons.com

