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English Summary

IMITATING OTHERS

I was 7 years old. At that age I liked to imitate other people.
My mother had an uncle whose name was Tikpeesingh Jirel. He
used to love me so much. He used to lovingly call me “Napo”
(black-complexioned).

He used to be a Gorkha soldier in India. He had a habit of
chewing tobacco since being in India. Whenever 1 saw him
chewing tobacco, [ wanted to imitate him and chew tobacco.

One day 1 was wondering how I could get tobacco. An idea
came into my mind that my father smoked (tobacco rolled in a
leaf). [ decided to try to get some of his tobacco. My father used
to keep his tobacco in a hole made in the wall of the house to
keep things. I leaned a branch from a tree against the wall because
the hole was made so high that I could not reach it. Then I took
the tobacco from there. There was a big tree near my house. The
tree is still there. | went there under the tree and started chewing
the tobacco. After chewing the tobacco, I swallowed it. I didn’t
know at that time that tobacco should not be swallowed.

After a while I felt so dizzy. Then I started vomiting. I
couldn’t stand erect and then I fell down on the ground.

My parents always took care of their children properly and
loved us so much. That’s why my mother called me and searched
for me everywhere because she had not seen me for some time.
After a while my mother found me and saw that I had fainted and
was laying under the tree. She got scared and wondered what had
happened to me. She thought perhaps an evil spirit had attacked
me. She called my father. My father used to work at an
agricultural farm at that time. He came in no time after hearing

that I was sick. He loved me very much. That’s why he came so
fast.

My father was a famous shaman of that place. As soon as he
reached home, he started to ward off an evil spirit. He also gave
me some medicine. My parents didn’t know how I had become



sick. T was the only one who knew.

| was a little better by that evening. [ was totally recovered
by the next morning. 1 recovered due to the medicine but my
parents thought that I recovered because of my father’s rituals.

Since then 1 have never believed in the rituals. There was a
different reason that 1 got sick. But they thought that I became
sick due to an evil spirit and did ritual treatment.

From that day I learned a lesson that one may have to suffer

if he imitates others.
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The l’or.mat of this Pipal Pustak book. as well as the Pipal
Pustak series. originated with United Mission to Nepal (UMN)
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