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Global scientific collaboration

Collaboration networks between researchers in different cities
(built using Scopus data on papers published between 2008 and 2012)

Source: http://olihb.com/2014/08/11/map-of-scientific-collaboration-redux/

http://olihb.com/2014/08/11/map-of-scientific-collaboration-redux/


Growth in collaborative research

Global collaborative writing 
growth trends

Such collaboration is beneficial

Source: Knowledge, networks and nations. Global scientific collaboration in the 

21st century - The Royal Society - 2011
Source: Knowledge, networks and nations. Global scientific collaboration in 

the 21st century - The Royal Society - 2011



Collaboration can be frustrating

• Multiple versions of the same document

• Long email chains

• Formatting/typesetting

• Maintaining references

• Long revision cycles



The entire life cycle is affected



ONE VERSION IN THE CLOUD ACCESSIBLE BY ALL COLLABORATORS



A collaborative writing platform

Edit on the left, see compiled PDF on the right

https://www.overleaf.com/tutorial

https://www.overleaf.com/tutorial


7,000,000 documents

600,000 authors

180 countries

in 4 years



What Overleaf is doing for end users

Making research faster, more open & more accessible:

• One version of document accessible by all

• No need to email large files, simply share a link or invite by 
email

• Typesetting done automatically in the background

• Automatic reference styles and citation links

• Review tools provide real-time commenting, track changes & 
version control

• No local software installation on multiple machines required

• End user tech support – platform, templates, LaTeX



Institutional benefits of Pro accounts

Offering campus community features of Pro accounts:

• 10GB storage & 500 files per project

• Protected projects – invite collaborators privately rather than 
sharing a link – especially nice for collaborating with other 
institutions

• Full project history along with version control

• Quick save to Dropbox

• Priority support



Now trialled at Cambridge: www.overleaf.com/edu/cambridge

http://www.overleaf.com/edu/cambridge


Portal contains resources, templates and guides to get started





Start writing with one click



Live Demo

https://www.overleaf.com

https://www.overleaf.com/


Or start with one of over 2500 templates



Edit on the left, see the typeset version on the right 



share with your collaborators



Edit underlying LaTeX source, if you like



In-line comments & tracked changes for review



View Full Project History



Add your bibliography, files and more 



submit directly from Overleaf to journals





Multiple integrations & partnerships



Integration with ORCID iD

Securely establish your identity by linking your ORCID iD to your Overleaf account.

Read more about this integration here:

https://www.overleaf.com/blog/434-now-available-link-your-orcid-id-to-your-overleaf-
account#

https://www.overleaf.com/blog/434-now-available-link-your-orcid-id-to-your-overleaf-account


Resources & Help

• Free Introduction to LaTeX View

• Linking to your Mendeley Account View

• Working Offline with GIT View

See also:

• How to create plots and figures with Plot.ly and import them into your Overleaf 
projects View

• How to publish your projects on Figshare to get an instant DOI View

• How to import your references from Zotero and CiteULike View

• How to setup an auto-backup using Overleaf → Dropbox → BitBucket (external) 
View

www.overleaf.com/help
www.overleaf.com/contact

https://www.overleaf.com/latex/learn/free-online-introduction-to-latex-part-1#.Vlw9QYSS7KA
https://www.overleaf.com/blog/184#.Vlw9A4SS7KA
https://www.overleaf.com/blog/195-new-collaborate-online-and-offline-with-overleaf-and-git-#.VwaaFhMrKRs
https://www.overleaf.com/blog/201-reproducible-and-collaborative-data-science-overleaf-links-with-plotly#.Vlw-
https://www.overleaf.com/blog/10-publish-to-figshare-with-writelatex
https://www.overleaf.com/blog/174
http://www.maxkemman.nl/2015/04/backup-overleaf%E2%86%92dropbox%E2%86%92bitbucket/
http://www.overleaf.com/help
http://www.overleaf.com/contact


https://quantixed.wordpress.com/2017/01/24/tips-from-the-blog-xi-overleaf/

https://quantixed.wordpress.com/2017/01/24/tips-from-the-blog-xi-overleaf/


Thanks for listening! 

www.overleaf.com

Don’t forget your free Pro account! 

www.overleaf.com/edu/cambridge

Contact: ali.smith@overleaf.com & villy.ioannou@overleaf.com

http://www.overleaf.com/
http://www.overleaf.com/edu/cambridge
mailto:ali.smith@overleaf.com
mailto:villy.Ioannou@overleaf.com

