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Preface

Colin Renfrew & Michael J. Boyd

laporta, M.J. Boyd, N. Brodie, G. Gavalas, J. Hilditch 
& J. Wright).

Volume VII: Monumentality, Diversity and 
Fragmentation in Early Cycladic Sculpture: the finds 
from the Special Deposit North at Kavos on Keros 
(in preparation, by C. Renfrew, P. Sotirakopoulou & 
M.J. Boyd).

Here we present first the marble sculptures and 
vessels recovered from the Special Deposit South, 
which are fully described and illustrated in the chap-
ters which follow. Their contexts are given in detail in 
Volume II where each is listed in the detailed tables 
accompanying chapter 4 of that volume. There the 
tables are organised by trench and then by layer num-
ber, each sculptural or vessel fragment being listed 
by its special find number, which is unique to the 
excavation. The other finds from the Special Deposit 
South are all dealt with in detail in that volume, with 
the exception of the pottery, whose publication will 
form Volume V. The weathering of the marble finds 
is discussed by Maniatis & Tambakopoulos in chap-
ter 11 of Volume II. Various features of the contexts 
of the finds are analysed by Michael Boyd in chapter 
12 of Volume II. The potential joins noted among the 
sculptures recovered from the Special Deposit South 
are discussed in appendix 13B of Volume II and those 
among the marble vessels in appendix 13A (see further 
Chapter 4 in this volume). The lack of joins observed 
between finds from the Special Deposit North and the 
Special Deposit South is noted there. The characterisa-
tion of the marble used to produce the sculptures and 
vessels from the Special Deposit South is discussed in 
Chapter 5 of the present volume.

The finds, among the various categories, from 
the settlement at Dhaskalio and from the two Special 
Deposits at Kavos are then compared and contrasted 
in Part B. This allows the differing functions of the 
settlement and of the Special Deposits to be brought 
into focus, and the intensity of their use during the 
different phases of activity in the early bronze age to 
be considered further. An attempt is then made, in 
Chapter 10, to set the ritual functions of the sanctuary 
on Keros into the wider context of early ritual practice 
in the Aegean and beyond.

The status of Kavos on Keros as the earliest maritime 
sanctuary in the world is documented by the present 
volume, which includes (in Part A) the full publication 
of the marble finds from the Special Deposit South at 
Keros. These constitute the largest assemblage of Early 
Cycladic sculptures and vessels ever recovered in a 
controlled excavation, although they were all found 
in fragmentary condition. They add significantly to 
the already substantial corpus of finds from well-
documented contexts in the Cycladic islands. They 
open new possibilities for the study of the production 
and the use of the rich repertoire of Cycladic artefacts 
of marble and thus to the understanding of ritual prac-
tice in Early Cycladic societies. The marble sculptures 
from the looted Special Deposit North at Kavos that 
have been recovered in systematic excavations will be 
discussed in Volume VII.

Also included here (in Part B) are chapters offer-
ing our concluding assessment of the roles of the set-
tlement on Dhaskalio and of the two Special Deposits 
at Kavos. The publication The Settlement at Dhaskalio 
constitutes Volume I of the present series, while Kavos 
and the Special Deposits forms Volume II. The Pottery 
from Dhaskalio and The Pottery from Kavos, Volumes 
IV and V respectively, both by Peggy Sotirakopoulou, 
will complete the publication of the 2006 to 2008 exca-
vations of the Cambridge Keros Project.

The existing and projected volumes of the Cam-
bridge Keros Project are as follows:

Volume I: The Settlement at Dhaskalio (2013, 
edited by C. Renfrew, O. Philaniotou, N. Brodie, G. 
Gavalas & M.J. Boyd).

Volume II: Kavos and the Special Deposits (2015, 
edited by C. Renfrew, O. Philaniotou, N. Brodie, G. 
Gavalas & M.J. Boyd).

Volume III: The Marble Finds from Kavos and 
the Archaeology of Ritual (2018, edited by C. Renfrew, 
O. Philaniotou, N. Brodie, G. Gavalas & M.J. Boyd).

Volume IV: The Pottery from Dhaskalio (2016, by 
P. Sotirakopoulou).

Volume V: The Pottery from Kavos (in prepara-
tion, by P. Sotirakopoulou). 

Volume VI: The Keros Island Survey (in prepa-
ration, edited by C. Renfrew, M. Marthari, A. Del-



xxii

Acknowledgements

The editors again wish to thank the many organi-
sations and people who have offered help and support 
to the Cambridge Keros Project. The project has been 
based at the McDonald Institute for Archaeological 
Research at the University of Cambridge (Directors: 
Professor Graeme Barker and lately Professor Cyprian 
Broodbank) and supported by the British School at 
Athens (Directors: Dr James Whitley, followed by 
Professor Catherine Morgan and now Professor John 
Bennet) and our first debt is to them and to their man-
agement committees. It has been conducted with the 
permission of the Archaeological Service of the Hel-
lenic Ministry of Culture and Sport, with the personal 
support of Dr Marisa Marthari, formerly Director of 
the then 21st Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical 
Antiquities, now Honorary Ephor, and lately with the 
support of Dr Dimitris Athanasoulis, Director of the 
Cycladic Ephoreia. 

The project was initiated with support from 
the Balzan Foundation and has been consistently 
supported with a series of grants from INSTAP (the 
Institute for Aegean Prehistory). The participation 
of Dr Michael Boyd was made possible by a gener-
ous grant from the Stavros S. Niarchos Foundation 
(in memory of Mary A. Dracopoulos): the Niarchos 
Foundation made subsequent grants in support of 
publication. Further financial support has come from 
the British Academy, the A. G. Leventis Foundation, 
the Leverhulme Trust, the Society of Antiquaries of 
London, the Research Fund of the McDonald Institute 
and the British School at Athens. The participation of 
Dr Sotirakopoulou in the post-excavation work in 2009 
was supported by the N.P. Goulandris Foundation.

The staff of the British School at Athens has been 
particularly helpful in many practical matters. Helen 
Clark, and later Tania Gerousi, Secretary and Adminis-
trator respectively, gave their detailed attention to the 
many permit applications that a large project entails, 
with the support of the assistant director, Robert Pitt, 
and lately Dr Chryssanthi Papadopoulou. Maria 
Papaconstantinou was invaluable through her advice 
and practical support on financial matters. The staff of 

the Library, Penny Wilson and Sandra Pepelasis, have 
supported our researches, and we are particularly 
grateful to the archivist, Amalia Kakissis, for all her 
help. Much of the scientific work of the project was 
carried out by members of the Fitch Laboratory, and 
we are grateful to its director, Dr Evangelia Kyriatzi, 
for supporting this.

The project is grateful to Christos Doumas, Pho-
teini Zapheiropoulou, and Lila Marangou for their 
warm support for the enterprise. In particular Christos 
Doumas and Photeini Zapheiropoulou encouraged 
us to examine material from their prior excavations 
in order to consider the possibility of joining material 
between the Special Deposits North and South. 

The excavation personnel in the 2006 to 2008 
excavation seasons were thanked by name in the 
acknowledgements of Volumes I and II and we are 
grateful for their participation. We are grateful also 
for the continuing support of our co-workers on Ano 
Kouphonisi, where we were based for the excavation 
seasons of 2006-2008 and the study season of 2009. 

The study of the figurines and marble vessels 
was carried out in the Naxos Museum, as was the 
sampling for the marble study. We are grateful to the 
Museum, its director, Irini Legaki, and its staff, espe-
cially Daphne Lalayannis, Ilias Probonas and Vasiliki 
Chamilothori.

The drawings of finds have been contributed by 
Jenny Doole and Tassos Papadogonas. 

Photographs of finds and many of the site 
photographs are by Michael Boyd, with other site 
photographs (and some finds) by Thomas Loughlin 
and by other members of the excavation team. We are 
grateful to Vicki Herring for undertaking final work 
on the figures during the production process, and to 
Anne Chippindale, for her work on the text, and for 
seeing the volume through the press, and to Jenny 
Doole for compiling the index. 

The publication costs have been generously met 
by the Stavros S. Niarchos Foundation, the McDon-
ald Institute, the A. G. Leventis Foundation and the 
Institute for Aegean Prehistory. 



433

The Pottery from Dhaskalio, the Special Deposit South and the Special Deposit North Compared

Part B
Dhaskalio and Kavos in Perspective





435

The Pottery from Dhaskalio, the Special Deposit South and the Special Deposit North Compared

Chapter 6

The Pottery from Dhaskalio, the Special Deposit South and 
the Special Deposit North Compared

Peggy Sotirakopoulou

corresponds to earlier Early Cycladic II or Keros-Syros 
culture; Phase B corresponds to late Early Cycladic II 
and the earlier phase of what is known as the ‘Kastri 
group’; and Phase C corresponds to Early Cycladic 
III and the later and main phase of the Kastri group. 
A point worthy of particular mention is the consider-
able ceramic continuity in shapes, fabrics and modes 
of surface treatment and decoration between Phases 
A, B and C, which is in accordance with the evidence 
from other well-stratified Early Cycladic sites, notably 
Aghia Irini on Kea (Wilson 1999, 20, 90, 229, tables 
3.1 & 3.2), Markiani on Amorgos (Birtacha 2006, 138; 
Eskitzioglou 2006, 139, 156–7; Renfrew 2006, 97, table 
7.1) and Phylakopi on Melos (Renfrew & Evans 2007, 
155, 176).

The diagnostic pottery from all three phases 
of occupation at Dhaskalio is dominated by coarse 
household wares (N.B. the term diagnostic, as used 
here, includes the sherds indicative of shape or dat-
ing and feature body sherds). Specifically, in Phase 
A, it is the food-processing and heating equipment, 
including baking pans or hearths (c. 36 per cent) and 
to a much lesser degree cooking pots (c. 13 per cent), 
that is predominant. The jars serving for storage 
or transportation of dry agricultural produce or as 
containers of liquids appear to be as frequent as the 
cooking pots, while the shapes associated with serving 
and consumption, such as bowls, basins and jugs, and 
other forms of uncertain function, such as the so-called 
braziers-‘masks’ and the plain conical-necked jars, are 
very modestly represented or are rare. On the contrary, 
in Phase B, it is the storage or transport jars that pre-
dominate by far over the other shapes, amounting to c. 
47 per cent of the diagnostic sherds and c. 34 per cent 
of the individual vases identified. The baking pans or 
hearths (10–15 per cent) are now almost as frequent 
as the bowls (10–13 per cent) and the cooking pots 
(4–6 per cent) are markedly reduced, while the basins, 
jugs, cups, braziers-‘masks’, plain conical-necked jars 
and pyxides occur again in small quantities or are 

The comparisons between the pottery from the three 
areas of the site at Dhaskalio Kavos following below 
are based on the publication of the pottery from the 
2006–08 excavations at Dhaskalio (Volume IV), the 
preliminary observations on the pottery from the 
excavations in the same years at the Kavos Special 
Deposit South (Renfrew et al. 2007b, 114–19; Volume I, 
74–5; Volume II, appendix) and the publications of the 
pottery from the looted Special Deposit North (Brood-
bank 2007; Doumas 2007b; Sotirakopoulou 2004; 2008).
The topographical relationship between Dhaskalio 
and Kavos (Fig. 6.1) was fully discussed in Volume 
I, where the disposition of the trenches on Dhaskalio 
and the conduct of the excavation is fully discussed 
(see Volume I, chapter 6 & fig. 6.3). The excavations in 
the Special Deposit South are described in chapter 4 of 
Volume II, and the location of the excavation trenches 
of the Special Deposit South are seen in Figure 6.1 
and Figure 1.1 of the present volume. The locations 
of the excavation trenches on Dhaskalio are shown 
in Figure 6.2.

The pottery from Dhaskalio 

The Dhaskalio ceramic assemblage constitutes a large 
body of material consisting of 39,717 fragments. Sev-
eral of these join (old breakages) or belong together, 
thus forming in certain instances a substantial part of 
a vase and, in rare cases, even whole vases. 

This pottery is almost exclusively of early bronze 
age date, the only exceptions so far being 38 sherds 
of Late Antiquity recovered mostly from the area of 
the Early Byzantine chapel, and a Late Cycladic sherd 
from the surface survey at the north slope of the islet. 
On the basis of stratigraphic observations, specific 
pottery shapes and pottery joins between layers, we 
were able to recognize three phases of occupation at 
Dhaskalio—Phase A, Phase B and Phase C—spanning 
the Early Cycladic II and Early Cycladic III periods 
(Renfrew et al. 2009, 31–7; Volume I, 72–4): Phase A 
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Figure 6.1. Plan of Dhaskalio and Kavos, showing the location of excavation trenches.
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rare. The predominance of the storage or transport 
jars over the other shapes becomes much more strik-
ing in Phase C of the settlement, when these vessels 
amount to c. 65 per cent of the diagnostic sherds and 
c. 57 per cent of the individual vases identified, while 
all the other forms become even rarer than in Phase 
B and taken together hardly exceed one-fifth of the 
diagnostic sherds and one quarter of the individual 
vases identified. 

The Dhaskalio pottery is also characterized by 
the scarcity or even total absence of forms that are 
plentiful or occur in some quantities in the opposite 
Special Deposit South and Special Deposit North at 
Kavos and are also present at other early bronze age 
settlement sites of the Cyclades or even mainland 
Greece. Thus, the sauceboats and the pedestalled 
conical-necked jars with incised decoration are not 
only very modestly represented or rare in all three 

Figure 6.2. Overall plan of the Dhaskalio trenches at the end of excavation.
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phases of the settlement, but also have a dramatic 
decrease in relative frequency from one phase to 
the other. The mat or leaf impressions on the bases 
of pots are also rare and the painted dark-on-light 
wares of Early Cycladic II type, including sauceboats, 
jugs and pyxides, are even scantier, while forms such 
as the conical-necked jars and lentoid pyxides with 
stamped-and-incised decoration of Kerbschnitt and 
spirals or concentric circles, conical-necked jars with 
painted dark-on-light decoration, spool-shaped pyx-
ides, multiple-headed lamps, one-handled pedestalled 
cups with painted dark-on-light decoration, animal 
protomes from sauceboat spouts and theriomorphic 
vases are totally lacking. 

On the other hand, Dhaskalio has produced a 
considerable number of vases with typological fea-
tures and elements of surface treatment or decoration 
that are rare or unknown as yet in the early bronze age 
ceramic repertoire of the Cyclades or even the Aegean. 
Thus, the light-faced concave- or cylindrical-necked jar 
with vertical ribbed decoration, which is the hallmark 
of the Dhaskalio Phase C pottery, is only rarely found 
at other Early Cycladic sites, while the bichrome or 
polychrome (including mottled) slipped surface treat-
ment on vases of all three phases (though mainly of 
Phase C) of the settlement can only find its nearest 
parallels in the surface treatment of the sauceboats 
from the Special Deposits North and South at Kavos. 
There is also a group of about 20 vases from all three 
phases of Dhaskalio, but mainly from Phase C, which 
are new in the early bronze age ceramic repertoire of 
the Cyclades or the Aegean. Characteristic examples 
of these are a one-handled short-necked cup with 
grooved decoration (C2285), a small jug with decora-
tion of horizontal grooves all over the neck and body 
(C2286), a lentoid pyxis with decoration of rope arcs 
(C2079) and a bird-shaped askos with incised decora-
tion of parallel diagonals (C2353), all from Phase C 
levels of the site.

A salient feature of the Dhaskalio pottery is that 
the overwhelming majority or even the entire body of 
it seems to have been imported from other Cycladic 
islands, both neighbouring (such as Naxos, Amorgos, 
Ios and the smaller islands between) and more remote 
ones (such as Siphnos, Thera and Melos), or even from 
islands of the Saronic Gulf, such as Poros and Aegina 
(Volume I, chapter 23). 

As for the pottery defining the chronological 
distinction between the three phases of the settle-
ment, it is worth noting that the Kastri group pottery 
from Phases B and C, though comprising almost the 
entire range of its characteristic forms (namely the 
shallow bowl, the one-handled tankard, the one-
handled short-necked cup, the depas amphikypellon, 

the beaked jug with a long cutaway spout, the steep-
necked jug with a cutaway spout, the lentoid pyxis 
with incised-and pointillé decoration, the side-spouted 
pyxis or teapot and the dark-faced jar or jug with verti-
cal ribbed decoration), except for the bell-shaped cup 
and the wheel-fashioned plate, forms a very small part 
of the Dhaskalio ceramic assemblage, amounting to 
7.64 per cent of the diagnostic (but only 0.97 per cent 
of the total) Phase B sherds, and to 5.57 per cent of the 
diagnostic (but only 2.12 per cent of the total) Phase C 
sherds. On the other hand, the Phase C pottery with 
typological features and elements of surface treatment 
and decorative scheme occurring in Phylakopi I-ii/iii 
or even early Middle Cycladic contexts and, there-
fore, dated to the Early Cycladic III period, forms a 
significantly larger part, amounting to 19.52 per cent 
of the diagnostic sherds and 7.45 per cent of the total 
Phase C ceramic assemblage. This pottery includes the 
following: light-faced handleless cups of pale fabrics 
with or without studs below the rim; light-faced con-
cave- or cylindrical-necked jars with vertical ribbed 
decoration and their whitish slipped and red painted 
variants; red slipped and burnished jars with either a 
tall or a short collar neck and a lacquered appearance; 
barrel jars having either a groove round the inner lip 
or horizontal crescent-shaped handles slightly convex 
in cross-section, or painted dark-on-light decoration of 
cross-hatched panels; a beaked jug with a backward 
tilting neck; two possible duck vase fragments; a 
closed vessel with painted black-on-red decoration; 
two dark slipped closed vessels with painted white-
on-red or white-on-black decoration; light-faced bowls 
and basins of pale fabrics; and red slipped bowls, 
basins and non-identifiable open or closed shapes 
which are either of pale fabrics or of a brown fabric 
with a grey-black core. The spectacular increase of the 
pale clays and pale surfaces—predominantly associ-
ated with the Early Cycladic III forms—in Dhaskalio 
Phase C is also indicative of the Early Cycladic III hori-
zon, as this situation echoes that of Phylakopi phase 
B on Melos, considered to be equivalent to Phylakopi 
I-iii (Renfrew & Evans 2007).

The pottery from the Special Deposit South at 
Kavos

The pottery from the Special Deposit South at Kavos 
constitutes a larger body of material than that of 
Dhaskalio, consisting of about 54,000 potsherds. These, 
however, are as a rule very small and fragmentary, 
so that, in spite of the fact that they were found to 
join (old breakages) or belong together in about 300 
instances, very rarely do they form a considerable part 
of a vase and in only two instances (i.e. the pyxis C0467 



439

The Pottery from Dhaskalio, the Special Deposit South and the Special Deposit North Compared

and the miniature cup C0469) a nearly complete vase. 
Their preservation is generally poor, their surfaces 
being often very weathered, so that in many cases the 
painted decoration has flaked off and the incised or 
impressed decoration is barely visible. 

As at Dhaskalio, the Special Deposit South 
ceramic assemblage is almost exclusively of early 
bronze age date, the only exceptions being 13 sherds 
of historical times (Volume II, chapter 10A; a further 
43 sherds were subsequently recognized as possibly 
of historical date). However, the distinction between 
the different phases of activity at the Special Deposit 
South was not as clear as at Dhaskalio on account of 
the disturbed and complicated stratigraphy resulting 
from successive episodes of deposition, some of them 
following the opening of small pits (Volume II, chap-
ter 5). The disturbance of the stratigraphy is further 
confirmed by the fact that the joining or belonging 
together potsherds have come not only from various 
layers of the same trench, but also from different and 
not always adjacent trenches (Volume II, appendix). 
Therefore, the phasing of the pottery from the Special 
Deposit South was based not on the stratigraphic 
sequence, but on its similarities with the material 
from the opposite and well-stratified settlement at 
Dhaskalio. These similarities show the Special Deposit 
South to have covered essentially the same timespan 
as Dhaskalio, from an early phase of Early Cycladic 
II to the end of the early bronze age.

The diagnostic pottery from the Special Deposit 
South, though largely comprising shapes and types 
similar to those from Dhaskalio, consists of forms 
elsewhere seen in both domestic and funerary con-
texts, followed by forms elsewhere mainly of funer-
ary use; strictly domestic ware occurs in very small 
quantities. Thus, in sharp contrast with Dhaskalio, 
the shape predominating by far over the others is 
the sauceboat with a variety of modes of surface 
treatment, amounting to about 41 per cent of the 
diagnostic sherds. Then comes the conical necked jar, 
mostly with incised and much more rarely with either 
stamped-and-incised or painted dark-on-light decora-
tion, or with no decoration, which amounts to about 
25 per cent of the diagnostic pottery. The fragments 
of these two shapes together may range from 30 to 83 
per cent of the diagnostic and from 10 to 23 per cent 
of the total of sherds from each trench. Far behind the 
two most common shapes and in diminishing order 
of frequency follow the storage jars of various types, 
amounting to c. 5 per cent of the diagnostic potsherds, 
while the jugs (c. 3.5 per cent) and bowls (c. 3 per cent) 
occur in even smaller quantities. Other identifiable 
shapes, such as pyxides (including both the lentoid 
and the rare spool-shaped type), cups (including one-

handled pedestalled cups, one-handled tankards, a 
miniature cup and possible depa fragments), baking 
pans or hearths, basins and braziers-‘masks’, are also 
present, though in quantities amounting to less than 
1 per cent of the diagnostic pottery. The number of 
243 fragments of multiple-headed lamps and possible 
multiple-headed lamps, though representing only 
about 2 per cent of the diagnostic sherds, is amaz-
ing in view of the extreme rarity of the type in the 
Cyclades beyond the two Special Deposits at Kavos 
and its total absence from Dhaskalio. Equally amaz-
ing is the number of at least 13 (Volume II, chapter 
10D) and perhaps as many as 20 animal protomes 
in the form of a ram or bull from sauceboat spouts—
including a few probably belonging to theriomorphic 
vases—which are so far unknown from elsewhere 
in the islands apart from the Special Deposits North 
and South at Kavos, and are elsewhere known only 
from a total of seven examples from Tiryns and Zyg-
ouries in the northeast Peloponnese, and three from 
elsewhere in the Peloponnese. The 110 specimens of 
mat, leaf and cloth impressions on the bases of pots 
(Volume II, chapter 10B) are also worthy of particular 
mention, since, though rare in relative frequency (c. 
0.9 per cent), they are many more than the total of 24 
examples of mat and leaf impressions from all three 
phases of Dhaskalio (Volume I, chapter 31A; Volume 
IV, chapter 2, A-5 & A-16, chapter 3, B-24, chapter 
4, C-37 & C-38). The painted dark-on-light wares of 
Early Cycladic II type, including mostly sauceboats 
and to a lesser degree jugs, pyxides, one-handled 
pedestalled cups and kylikes, are also much better 
represented and employ a much richer repertoire of 
motifs in the Special Deposit South than at Dhaskalio. 

Moreover, the Kastri group forms not only occur 
in much smaller quantities (0.65 per cent of the diag-
nostic sherds), but also include a more limited range 
of shapes than at Dhaskalio, namely the one-handled 
tankard, the incised pyxis, the dark-faced jar or jug 
with vertical ribbed decoration, the black or brown-
black slipped and burnished jug with a leaf-shaped 
mouth, the shallow bowl and possibly the depas. As 
for the potsherds showing typological features and 
elements of surface treatment and decoration indica-
tive of the Early Cycladic III period, these are of an 
even more limited range and occurrence, amounting 
to only 0.17 per cent of the diagnostic pottery, while 
those having exact counterparts in Dhaskalio Phase C 
are very few. This pottery includes a light-faced han-
dleless cup of pale fabric with a stud below the rim, 16 
sherds of pale fabrics with matt painted dark-on-light 
decoration, two sherds with painted white-on-black 
decoration and a fragmentary zoomorphic vessel of 
Phylakopi I type.
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On the other hand, a significant similarity 
between the pottery from the Special Deposit South 
and that from Dhaskalio is that the overwhelming 
majority or even the entire body of it is attributed a 
provenance on other Cycladic islands or even main-
land Greece (Volume II, chapter 6). 

The pottery from the Special Deposit North at 
Kavos

The pottery from the looted Special Deposit North 
at Kavos is another important body of material, of 
which some 15,600 fragments have been studied so 
far. The exact number of potsherds collected during 
the various seasons of official archaeological work at 
the spot is not known as yet, but may be not as large 
as that from the undisturbed Special Deposit South, 
as a part of the original assemblage is likely to have 
been lost due to the intensive looting of the area. So, 
until the detailed study of the material is finished, the 
quantities mentioned below should be considered pre-
liminary and subject to alteration, although, given the 
many similarities between this assemblage and that of 
the Special Deposit South, the final percentage rates 
are not expected to show any significant change in the 
order of shapes according to frequency.

As in the Special Deposit South, the pottery from 
the Special Deposit North consists of fragments which, 
though joining (old breakages) in a number of cases, 
can rarely form a substantial part of a vase and in only 
three instances a complete small vase, although there 
are also four small vases that were found intact. Two of 
the complete vases, that is, a one-handled red slipped 
bowl and a dark-brown glazed skyphos, date from the 
Late Classical or Early Hellenistic period, whereas the 
rest, namely two aryballoi, two pyxides and a minia-
ture funnel-necked jar (Sotirakopoulou 2004, pls. 9b, 
12:a–b, 14b; 2008, fig. 13.1:a–d), are all of early bronze 
age date. However, the potsherds from the Special 
Deposit North are in a much better condition than 
those recovered from the Special Deposit South: they 
are often larger and less weathered and abraded, so 
that their surface treatment and decoration are, as a 
rule, much better preserved.

Here again, it was not possible to distinguish 
between the different phases of activity because of the 
disturbed stratigraphy, a situation initially thought 
to have been caused by the looters, but now thought 
likely also to have been occasioned by the formation 
of the Special Deposit North in the same way as the 
Special Deposit South was formed. Therefore, the 
phasing of the pottery from the Special Deposit North 
can only be based on its similarities with the material 
both from the settlement at Dhaskalio and from the 

Special Deposit South. These similarities show the 
Special Deposit North to have been contemporary 
with Dhaskalio and the Special Deposit South for 
the most part, that is, to have been in use during 
earlier Early Cycladic II and to have continued into 
the time of the Kastri group through to the end of 
the early bronze age. However, a few characteristic 
Kampos group forms, namely a biconical pyxis with 
a red Urfirnis slip and two or three incised aryballoi 
(Sotirakopoulou 2004, 1319, 1323, pls. 12a, 14b; 2008, 
fig. 13.1:a-–b), place the beginning of activity in the 
Special Deposit North somewhat earlier than in the 
two other areas of the site, that is, in the transitional 
Early Cycladic I–II phase.

The ceramic forms from the Special Deposit 
North are essentially the same—with only few excep-
tions—and occur in the same order according to fre-
quency as those from the Special Deposit South. Here 
again, the most commonly encountered shape, far out-
numbering the others, is the sauceboat, representing 
27.26 per cent of the diagnostic sherds studied so far. 
However, the sauceboats from this deposit exhibit an 
even greater diversity of modes of surface treatment 
than the ones from the Special Deposit South—a fact 
probably owing to a large extent to the better state 
of preservation of the Special Deposit North assem-
blage—and together with those represent the two larg-
est and most diverse accumulations of such vessels 
known anywhere in the Cyclades and the Aegean. Sec-
ond in order of frequency is again the conical-necked 
jar, mostly with incised and much more rarely with 
either stamped-and-incised or painted dark-on-light 
decoration, or with no decoration, which amounts to 
23.51 per cent of the diagnostic sherds. The storage 
jars (8.37 per cent), jugs (5.46 per cent), bowls (2.16 per 
cent) and pyxides (1.25 per cent), though occurring in 
a variety of forms, are far less frequent. Other iden-
tifiable shapes, such as cups (including one-handled 
pedestalled cups, one-handled tankards and possibly 
the bell-shaped cup and the depas cup), baking pans 
or hearths and basins, range from scarce to extremely 
rare, amounting each to less than 1 per cent of the diag-
nostic pottery. The numbers of multiple-headed lamps 
(36) and animal protomes from sauceboat spouts (12) 
identified so far, though smaller than those of their 
counterparts in the Special Deposit South, are still 
impressive, given the extreme rarity or total absence of 
such vases from elsewhere in the Cyclades. Regarding 
the sauceboats with animal protomes in particular, the 
total of about 30 examples from the Special Deposits 
North and South at Kavos, as opposed to the mere 
seven examples of such vases from Tiryns and Zyg-
ouries, raises the question of whether the source of 
these sauceboats should rather be sought somewhere 
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in the Cyclades than in the northeast Peloponnese, 
as is suggested by Broodbank (2007, 149). The mat 
impressions on the bases of pots are also less well rep-
resented than in the Special Deposit South, with about 
15 known examples, while only one leaf impression 
has been recorded so far. The painted dark-on-light 
wares of Early Cycladic II type, which, as in the Special 
Deposit South, include mostly sauceboats and to a 
lesser degree jugs, pyxides and the rare one-handled 
pedestalled cups, are not only better represented in 
the Special Deposit North, but also employ a richer 
repertoire of motifs than the similar wares from the 
Special Deposit South, a fact presumably also owing 
to a large extent to the much better condition of the 
Special Deposit North assemblage. Shapes such as 
duck vases and aryballoi, which are not present in the 
Special Deposit South, are very rare, numbering five 
and three examples respectively. There are also three 
fragments of theriomorphic vessels. 

The Kastri group pottery occurs again in very 
small quantities, not exceeding 0.5 per cent of the diag-
nostic sherds examined, and includes more or less the 
same range of shapes as that from the Special Deposit 
South (i.e. one-handled tankards, incised pyxides, jar 
or jug fragments with vertical ribbed decoration and 
possible depas fragments), perhaps with the addition 
of the bell-shaped cup and the high-necked beaked jug 
of Anatolian type. Sherds of Early Cycladic III date are 
even fewer, including the five duck vase fragments 
mentioned above and isolated jug fragments with 
painted dark-on-light decoration of horizontal bands 
similar to that of the Phylakopi I jugs.

As in the cases of the Special Deposit South and 
of Dhaskalio, the overwhelming majority or even the 
entire body of the pottery from the Special Deposit 
North is attributed a provenance on other Cycladic 
islands or even mainland Greece (Broodbank 2007; 
Hilditch 2007). 

Discussion

The individualities of the pottery from each one of 
the three separate areas of the site at Dhaskalio Kavos 
outlined above and the sharp differences between 
them in the range and relative frequency of ceramic 
shapes are thought to be directly related to the func-
tion of each area.

With regard to the ceramic assemblages from 
the Special Deposits North and South at Kavos, the 
many similarities between them indicate that the two 
deposits were of the same nature and more or less had 
the same function. Specifically, the presence in them 
of large quantities of shapes and types of ritual or 
symbolic character—though, strikingly, not of a single 

sherd of a frying pan so far—as opposed to the limited 
occurrence of household wares, taken into account 
with the unprecedented wealth of marble vases and 
figurines, the highly fragmented condition of virtually 
all the finds, the limited number of joins recovered 
among the artefacts and the attribution of their prov-
enance to various Cycladic islands other than Keros, 
corroborate the interpretation of Kavos as the place for 
two separate areas of ritual deposition of deliberately 
smashed objects brought to the site by people from a 
number of other islands and perhaps the mainland of 
Greece, who visited the site, perhaps at fixed intervals, 
in order to participate in the rituals practised at the 
Special Deposits. Moreover, the fact that the fragments 
joining or belonging together rarely form a complete 
or nearly complete vase or figurine supports the view 
that the fragmentation process was generally not 
undertaken at Kavos itself, but must have taken place 
elsewhere, possibly in the various Cycladic islands 
from which the materials for deposition at Kavos 
were brought, and that the materials were brought to 
the site already in fragmentary condition. The site at 
Kavos is now claimed to be the first major symbolic 
centre of the early Aegean with a regional influence 
extending as far as the Greek mainland (Renfrew et al. 
2007b; 2012; Volume II, chapters 5 & 13).

However, certain finds from the Special Deposit 
North indicate some differentiation between the two 
Special Deposits in ritual practice. Apart from the five 
complete clay vases of early bronze age date—two of 
which were restored from a number of joining sherds—
the looted Special Deposit North has also yielded 
some complete marble vases restored from a number 
of joining fragments (Zapheiropoulou 1968a, 381, pls. 
332β, 333:α–γ). Τhese finds indicate that not all the 
artefacts brought for deposition to the Special Deposit 
North were fragmentary and that some of them were 
smashed in situ. Moreover, the traces of decayed bones 
noted in the Special Deposit North (Doumas 1964, 
410; 2007a, 29) and the discovery of two built graves, 
perhaps of the Syros type, in the neighbouring area 
(Zapheiropoulou 1968a, 381, pl. 332δ; 2007a, 31, figs. 
3.20–3.22; 2007b, 36) indicate that some burials may 
have taken place there. On the contrary, the Special 
Deposit South has produced two nearly complete 
clay vases restored from joining sherds, but no intact 
clay or stone vase nor any whole stone vase or marble 
figurine reconstructed from the fragmentary material 
recovered in it (Volume II, appendix 13A, appendix 
13B). Neither has any human bone or tooth been found 
in it. Thus, the evidence from the Special Deposit 
South indicates that virtually all the artefacts depos-
ited there had been brought in fragmentary condition 
and that the breakage had taken place elsewhere. The 
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only indications of burials near that area were the 
fragmentary human remains from the shallow caves 
or rock shelters in Area A, lying immediately south 
of the Special Deposit South (Volume II, chapter 17).

On the other hand, the ceramic assemblage from 
Dhaskalio, being of an overwhelmingly domestic 
character, indicates a settlement operating primarily 
as a place for periodic rather than permanent habita-
tion. Specifically, the predominance of baking pans 
or hearths and to a lesser degree of cooking pots in 
Phase A indicates a settlement primarily orientated 
towards food-processing for immediate consump-
tion, rather than towards transporting or storing up 
provisions for future use, whereas the predominance 
of storage jars in Phase B and particularly in Phase C 
points to a settlement concerned primarily with the 
bulk storage or transportation of foodstuffs and to 
a much lesser degree with food-processing, serving 
and consumption. The periodic occupation of the 
settlement is also implied by the small quantities 
of querns, grindstones, ground stone tools, spindle 
whorls, phytoliths and organic remains during all 
three phases of its occupation (Renfrew et al. 2009, 
41–2; Volume I, chapter 34), as well as by the limited 
agricultural potential of Keros (Volume I, 403). These, 
taken into account with the conclusion that during the 
early bronze age the Dhaskalio islet was united with 
the opposite coast of Kavos by a causeway (Volume I, 
chapter 4), indicate that the function of the settlement 
at Dhaskalio was most probably connected with the 
activities at the Kavos Special Deposits. The impli-
cations of periodic occupation of Dhaskalio do not 
exclude the possibility of the presence at the site of a 
population of perhaps no more than 20 persons on a 
year-round basis, possibly increased occasionally by 
small groups of metalworkers who came to use the 
Kavos Promontory for the smelting of copper ore, but 
the settlement would only have been fully occupied 
when, perhaps at fixed intervals, it was visited by 
people from other islands flocking to participate in 
the rituals practised at the Special Deposits at Kavos 
(Volume I, chapter 34).

Such a function of the settlement explains well 
why ceramic forms of a primarily ritual character, 
such as sauceboats, pedestalled conical-necked jars 
with either incised or stamped-and-incised decora-
tion, lentoid pyxides with either stamped-and-incised 
or painted dark-on-light decoration, etc., which are 
common in the Special Deposits North and South and 
are also present at other early bronze age settlement 
sites of the Cyclades and mainland Greece, are either 
scarce or totally lacking from Dhaskalio: such forms 
would be specially intended for the opposite Special 
Deposits at Kavos. The same explanation may be sug-

gested for the rarity of marble vessels and the total 
absence of marble figurines of the folded-arm type 
from Dhaskalio.

As noted above, the similarities of the pottery 
from the three areas showed the two Special Depos-
its at Kavos to have covered essentially the same 
timespan as Dhaskalio, from an early phase of Early 
Cycladic II to the end of the early bronze age, though 
with some variations in the beginning and intensity of 
activity in each one of them. The few vases and sherds 
of Hellenistic or Roman date from the Special Depos-
its and of Late Bronze Age or Early Byzantine date 
from Dhaskalio cannot in themselves establish any 
significant later activity in these areas. Specifically, 
the few characteristic Kampos group forms from the 
Special Deposit North suggest that activity started 
there somewhat earlier than in the two other areas 
of the site, that is, in the transitional Early Cycladic 
I–II phase, while the very small quantities and the 
limited range of characteristic Kastri group, and 
particularly of Early Cycladic III potsherds from the 
Special Deposits North and South in relation to those 
from Dhaskalio, indicate that in late Early Cycladic 
II and in the Early Cycladic III period the Special 
Deposits were declining in use, whereas the settle-
ment at Dhaskalio continued to flourish. This, taken 
into account with the fact that the two predominant 
ceramic shapes of the Special Deposits, namely the 
sauceboat and the pedestalled conical-necked jar with 
incised decoration, though generally rare in all three 
phases of Dhaskalio, were shown to have a dramatic 
decrease in relative frequency in Phase B and a further 
noticeable decrease in Phase C of the settlement, cor-
roborates the view that these are essentially shapes 
of earlier Early Cycladic II or the Keros-Syros culture 
which gradually die out after the end of this period 
and, consequently, that the Special Deposits North 
and South were most actively in use during the ear-
lier Early Cycladic II period, equivalent to Dhaskalio 
Phase A. The fact that deposition in these two areas 
seems to have continued with increasingly diminish-
ing intensity into the time of the Kastri group through 
to the end of the Early Cycladic III period may explain 
why forms typical of Dhaskalio Phase C, such as the 
light-faced concave- or cylindrical-necked jars with 
vertical ribbed decoration, are absent from the Special 
Deposits at Kavos.

The inferred gradual decline of the Special 
Deposits at Kavos during Phases B and C at Dhaskalio 
does not necessarily imply a change in the function 
of the site as ‘a symbolic attractor capable of inducing 
people to travel over considerable distances in order to 
participate in periodic public events’ (Renfrew 2007d, 
439–40). Instead, it may imply a gradual change in the 
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character of these assemblies, in the sense that the site, 
though still operating in a ritual framework, may no 
longer have focused only on the structured deposition 
of formally smashed ‘choice’ materials at Kavos, but 
may increasingly have grown to be a centre of com-
mercial activity. During Phase C in particular, which 
according to the excavation data seems to have been 
a period of floruit at Dhaskalio and of only limited use 
of the Special Deposits at Kavos, the site may mainly 
have operated as an important centre of commercial 
exchange and distribution of goods, quite like Delos in 
classical times (Renfrew 2007d, 440), and the age-long 
tradition of ritual deposition at Kavos may no longer 
have been the primary stimulus, but only the occasion 
for the periodic assemblies at Kavos and Dhaskalio. 
In this respect, the occurrence of two Early Helladic 
crinkle-rimmed tankards (C2358, C2360) in Dhaskalio 
Phase C is of particular importance, as these vessels 
denote the long-range external relations of the site. 

The suggestion that Dhaskalio was at the centre 
of an exchange network with other islands and areas 
is corroborated by the fact that the various sorts of 
finds from the site, including building stone (Volume 
I, chapter 14), marble vases (Volume I, chapter 26), 
marble figurines (Volume I, chapter 24), stone discs 
(Volume I, chapter 30), obsidian (Volume I, chapter 
28), metals (Volume I, chapter 32), pebbles (Volume 
I, chapter 27), crops (Volume I, chapter 17) and pot-
tery (Volume I, chapter 23) have all been shown to 
be imported. These observations, taken into account 
with the indications of periodic occupation of Dhaska-
lio, would rather suggest that people from multiple 
settlements on different islands coming to Dhaskalio 
at perhaps fixed intervals were bringing their own 
kitchen ware and storage or transport jars (with their 
contents) than importing them from pot production 
centres on other islands or areas, as has aptly been 
pointed out by Hilditch (Volume I, 482).
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