
OSC Data Event, 23rd Nov 2020

Who are the winners and loser of 

good data practices?

Georgie Humphreys, Open Research, Wellcome 

g.humphreys@wellcome.org 

@GS_Humphreys

ORCID: 0000-0001-9947-0034 CC-BY Georgie Humphreys, 

2020

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9947-0034?lang=en


Content

wellcome.ac.uk  |  @wellcometrust

2

• Wellcome’s commitment

• Examples of the landscape of data sharing;

o data availability statements 

o databases

• What more can funders do?

• Winners and losers?
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• Wellcome is a global charitable foundation dedicated to 

supporting science to solve the urgent health challenges 

facing everyone. 

• We want the outputs of the research we fund to be 

accessed and used in ways that maximise benefit to 

health & society

• Passionate champion and advocate of open access and 

data sharing, with long-standing policies in place (open 

access and data, software and materials management 

and sharing, increased expectations for rapid sharing 

where there is a public health imperative)

https://wellcome.ac.uk/grant-funding/guidance/open-access-guidance/open-access-policy
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/managing-grant/policy-data-software-materials-management-and-sharing
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• Wellcome statement of 31 January 2020  -
endorsed by over 150 organisations

• Called on publishers to ensure the 
research they published had clear data 
availability statements

• Called on researchers to share interim and 
final data as rapidly as possible 

https://wellcome.org/coronavirus-covid-19/open-data

https://wellcome.org/coronavirus-covid-19/open-data


Analysis of Data Availability Statements in Europe 
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• Europe PMC has 66,294 full-text research articles, 
published in 2020, related to COVID-19

• Of these, just 6,180 (9%) have data availability 
statements

• Interestingly, of all full text articles in Europe PMC in 
2020 (not just COVID articles), 23% have Data 
Availability Statements

• 51 Wellcome Open Research articles on COVID-19 
and 90% (46) have data availability statements

Covid articles 
with no statement

Articles with DAS

Figures checked on 17/11/20

https://europepmc.org/search?query=(((HAS_FT:y)%20AND%20(FIRST_PDATE:2020))%20NOT%20(PUB_TYPE:%22Review%22))%20AND%20(%222019-nCoV%22%20OR%20%222019nCoV%22%20OR%20%22COVID-19%22%20OR%20%22SARS-CoV-2%22%20OR%20%22COVID19%22%20OR%20%22COVID%22%20OR%20%22SARS-nCoV%22%20OR%20(%22wuhan%22%20AND%20%22coronavirus%22)%20OR%20%22Coronavirus%22%20OR%20%22Corona%20virus%22%20OR%20%22corona-virus%22%20OR%20%22corona%20viruses%22%20OR%20%22coronaviruses%22%20OR%20%22SARS-CoV%22%20OR%20%22Orthocoronavirinae%22%20OR%20%22MERS-CoV%22%20OR%20%22Severe%20Acute%20Respiratory%20Syndrome%22%20OR%20%22Middle%20East%20Respiratory%20Syndrome%22%20OR%20(%22SARS%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20OR%20%22soluble%20ACE2%22%20OR%20(%22ACE2%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20OR%20(%22ARDS%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20or%20(%22angiotensin-converting%20enzyme%202%22%20AND%20%22virus%E2%80%9D))%20AND%20(((SRC:MED%20OR%20SRC:PMC%20OR%20SRC:AGR%20OR%20SRC:CBA)%20NOT%20(PUB_TYPE:%22Review%22)))
https://europepmc.org/search?query=(((HAS_FT:y)%20AND%20(FIRST_PDATE:2020)%20AND%20(DATA_AVAILABILITY:*))%20NOT%20(PUB_TYPE:%22Review%22))%20AND%20(%222019-nCoV%22%20OR%20%222019nCoV%22%20OR%20%22COVID-19%22%20OR%20%22SARS-CoV-2%22%20OR%20%22COVID19%22%20OR%20%22COVID%22%20OR%20%22SARS-nCoV%22%20OR%20(%22wuhan%22%20AND%20%22coronavirus%22)%20OR%20%22Coronavirus%22%20OR%20%22Corona%20virus%22%20OR%20%22corona-virus%22%20OR%20%22corona%20viruses%22%20OR%20%22coronaviruses%22%20OR%20%22SARS-CoV%22%20OR%20%22Orthocoronavirinae%22%20OR%20%22MERS-CoV%22%20OR%20%22Severe%20Acute%20Respiratory%20Syndrome%22%20OR%20%22Middle%20East%20Respiratory%20Syndrome%22%20OR%20(%22SARS%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20OR%20%22soluble%20ACE2%22%20OR%20(%22ACE2%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20OR%20(%22ARDS%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20or%20(%22angiotensin-converting%20enzyme%202%22%20AND%20%22virus%E2%80%9D))%20AND%20(((SRC:MED%20OR%20SRC:PMC%20OR%20SRC:AGR%20OR%20SRC:CBA)%20NOT%20(PUB_TYPE:%22Review%22)))&page=1
https://europepmc.org/search?query=(%222019-nCoV%22%20OR%20%222019nCoV%22%20OR%20%22COVID-19%22%20OR%20%22SARS-CoV-2%22%20OR%20%22COVID19%22%20OR%20%22COVID%22%20OR%20%22SARS-nCoV%22%20OR%20(%22wuhan%22%20AND%20%22coronavirus%22)%20OR%20%22Coronavirus%22%20OR%20%22Corona%20virus%22%20OR%20%22corona-virus%22%20OR%20%22corona%20viruses%22%20OR%20%22coronaviruses%22%20OR%20%22SARS-CoV%22%20OR%20%22Orthocoronavirinae%22%20OR%20%22MERS-CoV%22%20OR%20%22Severe%20Acute%20Respiratory%20Syndrome%22%20OR%20%22Middle%20East%20Respiratory%20Syndrome%22%20OR%20(%22SARS%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20OR%20%22soluble%20ACE2%22%20OR%20(%22ACE2%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20OR%20(%22ARDS%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20or%20(%22angiotensin-converting%20enzyme%202%22%20AND%20%22virus%22))%20AND%20(((SRC:MED%20OR%20SRC:PMC%20OR%20SRC:AGR%20OR%20SRC:CBA)%20NOT%20(PUB_TYPE:%22Review%22)))%20AND%20(FIRST_PDATE:2020)%20AND%20(JOURNAL:%22Wellcome%20open%20research%22)
https://europepmc.org/search?query=(%222019-nCoV%22%20OR%20%222019nCoV%22%20OR%20%22COVID-19%22%20OR%20%22SARS-CoV-2%22%20OR%20%22COVID19%22%20OR%20%22COVID%22%20OR%20%22SARS-nCoV%22%20OR%20(%22wuhan%22%20AND%20%22coronavirus%22)%20OR%20%22Coronavirus%22%20OR%20%22Corona%20virus%22%20OR%20%22corona-virus%22%20OR%20%22corona%20viruses%22%20OR%20%22coronaviruses%22%20OR%20%22SARS-CoV%22%20OR%20%22Orthocoronavirinae%22%20OR%20%22MERS-CoV%22%20OR%20%22Severe%20Acute%20Respiratory%20Syndrome%22%20OR%20%22Middle%20East%20Respiratory%20Syndrome%22%20OR%20(%22SARS%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20OR%20%22soluble%20ACE2%22%20OR%20(%22ACE2%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20OR%20(%22ARDS%22%20AND%20%22virus%22)%20or%20(%22angiotensin-converting%20enzyme%202%22%20AND%20%22virus%22))%20AND%20(((SRC:MED%20OR%20SRC:PMC%20OR%20SRC:AGR%20OR%20SRC:CBA)%20NOT%20(PUB_TYPE:%22Review%22)))%20AND%20(FIRST_PDATE:2020)%20AND%20(JOURNAL:%22Wellcome%20open%20research%22)%20AND%20(DATA_AVAILABILITY:*)
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…but COVID data are available for re-use
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https://www.covid19dataportal.org/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sars-cov-2/

https://www.kaggle.com/allen-institute-for-

ai/CORD-19-research-challenge

https://search.vivli.org/?search=COVID%20or%20SA

RS-CoV-2%20or%202019-nCoV

https://www.covid19dataportal.org/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sars-cov-2/
https://www.kaggle.com/allen-institute-for-ai/CORD-19-research-challenge
https://search.vivli.org/?search=COVID%20or%20SARS-CoV-2%20or%202019-nCoV


Level of sharing 
from research 
databases

wellcome.ac.uk  |  @wellcometrust

8

Study of all research databases listed on the UK Health Research 

Authority's Assessment Review Portal that had received a favourable 

ethics opinion as of January 2018.

Less than half (34%) of research databases (n=354) had granted 

access to their data and produced secondary publications. 

“Time and again when questioned about this the excuse given was simply lack of 
resources/expertise/planning for database maintenance.”

“The answer, I think, is for funders to commit to long term support for maintaining 
databases”

Simon Kolstoe (co-author)

BMJ Open 2020 Sep 30;10(9):e039756. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2020-039756
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research data
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• implement our policy on data, software and materials 

management and sharing: 

– require outputs management plan (OMP) in every 

application

– commit to support the costs associated with OMPs as 

an integral part of funding the research

• provide major funding for databases, tools and other key 

resources

• participate actively in key international initiatives to ensure 

sustained funding for core resources for life sciences 

research (e.g. ELIXIR and Global Biodata Coalition)

• Institutions to support researchers in meeting policy 

expectations and change incentives and rewards (including 

through implementing DORA)

https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/managing-grant/policy-data-software-materials-management-and-sharing
https://elixir-europe.org/
https://www.hfsp.org/hfsp-news-events/global-biodata-coalition
https://wellcome.ac.uk/how-we-work/open-research/guidance-research-organisations-how-implement-dora-principles
https://sfdora.org/


Supporting FAIR 
data
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• Journals on supporting researchers in making data 

open and FAIR: 

 ongoing pilot with Springer-Nature to help 

researchers make data underlying papers findable 

and usable

 our Wellcome Open Research publishing platform 

to link articles to underlying data and code

• With other funders - align policy expectations and 

develop automated approaches for assessing FAIR

https://www.springernature.com/gp/campaign/Wellcome-RDS-Pilot
https://wellcomeopenresearch.org/for-authors/data-guidelines


g.humphreys@wellcome.org

Winners and losers?


