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Deputy Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli:
Making friends and telling stories in NY

2

d. <

Deputy Prime Minister andMinister of Foreign Af

Kashish Das Shrestha

At the UN General Assembly 2005,
the Nepali delegate desperately tried
to find support for King Gyanendra's
regime, one that eventually fell after
a popular people's uprising in April
this year accompanied by tremendous
international pressures. September
2006, however, has seen a stark contrast

in Nepal's international relations.

fairs of Nepal, K. P Sharma Oli, takes a call during the Nepali Aawaz photo shoot at the Crlowne Plaza's lobby. Photo: KASHISH DAS SHRESTHA

The 14th Non-Aligned Movement
Summit (11- 16 Sept.) in Havana,
Cuba, followed by the UN General
Assembly (19-29 Sept.) here in New
York, has made for an intense month of
diplomacy and confidence building for
the Nepali delegate headed by Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli,
who, as it turns out, is also a great story
teller and a hard working diplomat.

THE DIPLOMAT:

23 Sept. At the Hotel crowne Plaza,
a stone's throw away from the UN
headquarters, DPM Oli is relaxed. It’s a
wet Saturday morning in New York and
DPM Oli arrives from his room at the
hotel'slobbyforour scheduledinterview
fashionably late and sharply dressed.
The Pink tie is particularly progressive.
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Special Report

Tragic accident puts
Nepali student in jail

Photo: UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS

Anup Kaphle

Four years after coming to the United
States, the life of one Nepali student
stands at the brink of catastrophe.
In an unprecedented case, Subash
Chandra Rai, a senior at University of
Indianapolis majoring in economics/
finance has pleaded guilty and sits in
jail-awaiting trial after accidentally
shooting his colleague Ghamdan
Mohammed Abolohom, a Yemeni
citizen, on May 14, 2006. 4 »
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28-hour work shifts. Late night
parties. Sexual Assault and jail
time. Reality check and pay checks.
Bunk beds but no sleep. Media
slandering. Making of bitter
experiences and fond memories.
Just a few accounts of lives of
Nepali students in a summer in

Ocean City, MD.
13 »
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Days in Nepali History

28 Sept. 2001

The news portal Nepalnews.com
reports, " Yet another woman charged
for witchcraft was murdered by
neighbours in Mohottari district,
family members said. Malechhiya Devi,
57, died of injuries after being lynched
by villagers at Bela Ekdara in Mohottari
district Thursday. Villagers Wednesday
dragged Malechhiya Devi out of her
house and beat her severely and left her
to die by the roadside. She died en route
to hospital at Jaleshwar for treatment.
Neighbours fed her human feces before
the murderous assault."

29 Sept. 2001

The news portal Nepalnews.com
reports, " A family of three were
killed by lightning in Thahalaha of
Morang district Thursday, police said.
The deceased are identified as Bhinu
Sardar, his wife Murti Devi and their
11-year old son Jeevan. Police said
the lightning killed them while they
were sleeping at home. The house
was completely destroyed. Similarly,
another house in the same district
caught fire because of lightning."

1 Sept. 2002

"The London High Court issued
a showcase notice to the British
defence ministry for denying tens of
thousands of pounds in compensation
to the British Gurkha army men held as
prisoners of war by Japan, Radio Nepal
reported quoting agencies," news portal
Nepalnews.com reported. "The case

was registered on August 12 on behalf
of about 400 prisoners of war and their
families in Nepal. The UK government
had decided in November 2000 to pay
compensation to army men and their
widows."

16 Sept. 2004

The Royal Nepal Army declares they
will recruit women officers in its
service. A policy declaring that 5% of
the Army should be women already
existed. However, all the approximately
300 women in the armed forces
were actually recruited only for non-
combatant positions. The RNA has also
declared that women may become the
chief of the the Army staff.

Note: The Royal Nepal Army was renamed
as the Nepal Army after the pro-democracy
People's Uprising of April 2006.

16 September 2005

Nepalis gather outside the UN
headquarters in New York and protest
against King Gyanendra's regime as his
delegate headed by Minister of Foreign
Affairs Ramesh Nath Pandey, who was
headed the delegates head after the
King decided to not come himself as
originally planned.

Note: King Gyanendra stepped down from
power on 27 April this year after a popular
people's uprising in the country and an
increasingisolation from the international
community.
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In Quotes

¢ The people of Nepal deserve
due recognition from the
international community for
their unprecedented courage

and determination with which
they have defeated autocracy and

restored democracy.”

- Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, K.P. Sharma Ol, appealing
to the international community to support
Nepal's candidature for a temporary seat in
the UN Security Council, during his speech at
the 61st UN General Assembly on 25 Sept.
06.

 We thought we had seen it

all, until Saturday's helicopter
crash... One of the few things this
country can be proud of in the
last 30 years was the calibre and
experience of our environmental
and biodiversity experts.

People like Harka Gurung, the
authority on Nepal's human
geography, Chandra Gurung
who masterminded the unique
model of ecotourism-based
conservation in the Annapurnas,

Tirtha Man Maskey who ensured
that Nepal's national parks were
sustainably preserved for future
generations, or Mingma Sherpa
whose conservation expertise
from Nepal was sought after
worldwide.”

- Kunda Dixit, Editor of Nepal Times, in
his editorial "Still Among Us" talking about
Nepal's streek of badluck, including the most
recent fatal helicopter crash in Ghanshu on
Saturday that had some of the key figures in

nature conservation in Nepal amongst its 24
passengers and crew.

¢ They loved to act like kids...

[ was like, ‘Don’t run! Don’t run!
You make so much noise, I can
not stand [it]!" All the time they
would beat each other ... over
small, small things like the TV

channel. They were good friends.”
- Mamta Ghale, a University of Indianapolis
student who roomed with Subash Rai
remembering Rai and Ghamdan Abolohom
in an essay titled "Friends, faith dear to
Abolohom" by Ruth Shirley, Feature Editor.
Rai has pleaded guilty to "accidental homicide"
after Abolohom was accidentally shot by him
on 14 May.
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Special Report

Tragic accident puts Nepali student in jail

(Left) Subash Rai, while still in college. (Right) Ghamdan Abolohom after the May 6 commencement exercises with fellow students Mandir Rana of Nepal (left) and Mirzohid Mamasidikov of Uzbekistan Photo: UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS

Anup Kaphle

Four years after coming to the United
States, the life of one Nepali student
stands at the brink of catastrophe.
In an unprecedented case, Subash
Chandra Rai, a senior at University of
Indianapolis majoring in economics/
finance has pleaded guilty and sits in
jail-awaiting trial after accidentally
shooting his colleague Ghamdan
Mohammed Abolohom, a Yemeni
citizen, on May 14, 2006.

Rai is in custody at the Marion
County Sheriff’s Department and was
facing charges on two counts, reckless
homicide and pointing a firearm, the
latter of which was dropped after
he pleaded guilty. He will be facing
sentence here in United States after
the incident was declared as a reckless
homicide by the authorities.

Both Rai, 21, and Mohammed, 23,
were playing out in Rai’s front yard in
his Carson Avenue apartment, a mile
away from the university, according to
Lt. Brian Moore at the Marion County
Sheriff’s Department. At some point,
Rai brought out his handgun and
bullets and he put a bullet and lined
it so that it would line away from the
trigger. “This would turn the trigger
away,” said Moore. Abolohom then
took the gun from Rai and put it away.
According to Moore, Rai went back into
his apartment to get the gun. “But this
time, he put the bullet lined along the
trigger.” While they were chasing each

other around, Rai was pretending to
shoot Abolohom and he accidentally
fired the gun at Abolohom. Rai was
also said to have attempted to perform
basic CPR. Abolohom was pronounced
dead after being taken to the Wishard
Memorial hospital.

“He is very remorseful and feels sad
about what happened that evening,”
said Geri Watson, International Student
Advisor at University of Indianapolis,
who worked closely with Rai. “Subash’s
intent was never against Ghamdan. He
was his best friend.”

The accident took place during what
Watson called “play fighting” between
Rai and Abolohom, which they were
often involved in, only this time with a
loaded handgun.

Rai wants to apologize with
Abolohom’s family but hasn’t been
able to because of legal restrictions.
“He is glad that he will get a chance
to apologize during his hearing on
October 20,” she said.

In his four years in school, Watson
says that she never remembers Rai get
in any kind of trouble. “He was very
diligent with his responsibilities,” she
said. “He followed all the rules and
regulations and made good grades in
classes.”

Rai had 12 more credits hours
to complete his degree in economics
and finance. However, he will not be
allowed to get back to campus. “When
he gets released from the sentence, he
will have to be deported, according to
the law,” said Watson. Abolohom was

majoring in international business and
economics/ finance and was completing
his requirement to receive his diploma.

Raiwill be sentenced on October 20.
According to Indiana law (Indiana code
35-42-1-5), any person who recklessly
performs an action of taking the life of
another human being, is charged with a
Class C felony. Rai could be facing a two
to eight year jail sentence, as defined by
this law.

Rai hasn’t been allowed to see any
of his friends except Geri Watson, his
international adviser, according to
Deep Gurnani, a graduate of University
of Indianapolis and a close friend of
Rai who talks to him frequently in jail.
“Subash initially put two people’s name
on the visitor’s list and now the officials
are not allowing him to extend the
list,” said Gurnani. Rai put Watson and
Mandir Rana, another Nepali student’s
name on the list expecting assistance
and encouragement while he was in
jail.

“Subash is extremely depressed
and guilty,” says Gurnani, “and I am
concerned about his mental state.”
Gurnani also said that Rai has passed a
message to all his friends asking them
to keep him in their minds and stay in
touch.

Rai does not have any kind of
criminal history and was known as a
fun-loving person full of energy, among
his friends. “He was a very enthusiastic
person,” said Sudeep Bajracharya, Rai’s
long time friend who went to school
together at Brihaspati Vidyasadan in

Naxal for almost 10 years. “We shared
the same room while in dormitory at
Brihaspati,” he recalls. Rai loved music
and played guitar during his school days
in Kathmandu. Bajracharya had visited
Rai in Indianapolis during March.
“He called me the Sunday before the
incident and I told him I would call him
back,” said Bajracharya. “The next day
was a tragedy.”

“Every time he made a new music
sitting down in his room, he used to
call me and play the music over the
phone,” recalled Kumud Khakurel,
another good friend of Rai who went
to school together for eight years. “He
also tried to start a band while he was
in Little Angels School.” Rai had visited
Khakurel in his Boulder, Colorado home
three weeks before the accident.

Dividing his time between school
and guitar, Rai had also made a CD of
his music while at college, according
to his colleague Gurnani. “He did not
have time to spare,” he said. “He went
to school, worked hard and played
guitar.”

Like Bajracharya and Khakurel,
Gurnani feels that Rai was a good-
hearted person. “Subash definitely
cared about people,” he said. “He was
a trustworthy person and a reliable
friend.”

Rai is the elder son in the family
and has a younger sister. A resident of
New Baneshwor, Rai came to the United
States in 2003 after finishing his higher
secondary education from Little Angel’s
School in Hattiban, Kathmandu.
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Nepali films at Seattle's 3rd
Independent South Asian Film Festival

The 3rd Independent South Asian
Film Festival to be held in Seattle (27
Sept.- 1 Oct.) will host three movies
based in Nepal. The first to be shown
during the festival, on the opening
night, will be The Last Race (23 min.),
a short film by Alex Gabby (UK) and
Subina Shrestha (Nepal). The movie
is set on the life of two friends who
come of age and are caught between
dilemmas on the Nepal/Tibet border.
On 30th Sept., Dil Bhusan Pathak's
(Nepal) documentary Suk Bahadur
Class VI (23 min.)will be show. The
film is based on the life of Suk Bahadur
who worked as a driver in India for 50
years from Colonial period to post-
independence. After he returned home,
Kaski district, he decided to go back

to school. One of his classmates? His
own grand daughter. The third and last
Nepal based film that will be shown
during the festival is Punam (28
min.), also a documentary. Made by
Lucian Muntean and Natasa Stankovic
(Serbia/ Nepal), the film is based on the
life of nine-year-old Punam Tamang of
Bhaktapur who lost her mother when
she was only five. Ever since, she has
had to take care of her younger siblings
while their father works from dawn
till night. The festival will be held at
the Broadway Performance Hall (1625
Broadway), Seattle, WA 98122. The
three films will be shown at 7 pm, 2
pm, and 4:30 pm respectively. For more
information, Isaff.tasveer.org.

Raju's Angels tour the US

The entourage of artists that arrived in
the US for this year's ANA Convention
have been busy all summer touring
North America. Raju Lama is one of
the artists on the tour. "I started my
band in 1990," Raju recalls, the same
year they recorded their first single
‘Joon Chambkirahecha' while the full
album 'Maun Jeevan' was released
by Music Nepal the following year.
In 1992, he also won the Rara Nepali
Pop Competition for the song 'Dherai
Dherai Chaheko Thiye' and in 1994
their first album Over the last decade
and a half in the industry, he has gone
to release four studio albums but Raju
enjoys bring out on the road more than
in the studio. Proof? "I must have done
over a 1,000 concerts by now," he tells
us proudly. Of some of his recent bigger
tours, he was in Hong Kong in 2000,

2001 and 2005. But Raju is not just
about taking center stage and he is also
one of the most sought after session
musicians in Nepal, and so he has
worked with some of the most popular
artists in the industry, including pop
veteran Harish Mathema with whom
he toured this summer. Raju his hoping
his band do a few more shows here in
months to follow.

Nepalis gather for the volleyball contest organized by Alliance for Human Rights and Democracy in Nepal on 13 Aug, at a park in

Queen, NY.

Chicago convention re-elects Jha

as ANTA president

Ajoint convention of Association of
Nepali Terians in America (ANTA) and
ANMA-NASeA, held recently in Chicago
has re-elected Ratan Jha, Houston,
Tx. as the president of ANTA. Jay
Mandal has been elected vice president
while Biplav Yadav of Ohio has is the
general secretary of the eight-member
executive committee. Mukesh Singh
has been nominated the spokesman for
the organization.

Speaking during the convention,
Nepali Congress leader Shushil Koirala

quoted late B P Koirala "the people from
madhes (plains) possess the highest
level of pride in their nationality”.
He rasied various problems faced by
madhesi people - including the current
citizenship issues and discrimination
in Nepal Army, among others. He
also promised to raise these issues
in the Nepali congress party and the
government. The convention was
followed by a cultural program.

Source: Nepali Post Report (9 Sept. )

Canevisoin: Canada's first Nepali TV

Canada's Nepali community is growing
fast. They already have a magazine, a
radio show and a cultural center. And
recently, an organization called Canada
Nepali Vision (Canevision) have
launched the first Nepali television
channel in Canada, although it is
currently broadcast only on the web,
i.e. it is still a webcast on their website
Canevision.net . The website currently
has the show's fourth episode as the

default file on its homepage. And
the show's format is quite simple, a
host introduces the show and talks
about Canada, plays music videos
and in between Nepalis talk about
their life there. The show needs a lot
of improvement in its content and
production still. But It is, however, a
good start. The website also features
photos from various Nepali events in
Canada.

Nepali organization's annual picnic

Nepali students from Minnesota State
University Moorhead (MSUM) have
a tradition of organizing a picnic to
welcome new Nepalistudents every year
as a way of orienting the new comers.
On 9 Sept., the students organized this
year's picnic. This picnic also marked
the first event undertaken by the newly
formed Nepali Student Organization of
MSUM. But the event is by no-means
limited to students of MSUM, and
this year students from North Dakota
State University and Concordia College
also participated. A total of about 45
people came to the event while many
more couldn't show up because of work

schedule. During the event, the Nepali
Student Organization of MSUM also
announced their plans to organize a
cultural night in February next year.



6

Nepali Aawaz | 30 September 2006

Diaspora

Sushil Koirala meets diaspora

Guests of honor and chief guest Hon. Sushil Koirala (speaking). Photo: AFDHR in NEPAL

The Nepalese Democratic
Youth Council in USA (NDYCUSA)
organized a community reception
and an interaction program with the
veteran democratic leader, a Member
of Parliament and Vice President of
Nepali Congress Party, Hon. Sushil
Koirala, at Jackson Height, Queens,
on 9 Sept. The program was organized
on the occasion of Mahamanab late
B.P. Koirala's 93rd birthday, one of
the most revered democratic leaders
of Nepal. The program was moderated
by Dr. Tara Niraula, a Professor at
Columbia University. During the event,
Trailokke Pratap Sen, former President
of Nepali Congress Party Gulmi District
of Nepal, and Ram Chandra Pokharel,
a leader of Nepali Congress Party and
a member of Nepali Congress Party’s
Foreign Department, also expressed
their views and thanked Nepali people
living in here for the contribution they
made during the democratic movement
of Nepal and urged the Nepali Diaspora
Communities to continue their support
for Nepal. Hans Cheze, Former General
Secretary of Socialist International
Organizational, and a very good friend
of late B. P. Koirala, reminded the
audience about the day when he met
late B. P. Koirala first time in 1969. He
mentioned that, since his first meeting
with late B.P. Koirala, he has supported
the democratic movement of Nepal.

The chief guest of the function,
Hon. Sushil Koirala, on behalf of his
personal capacity and Nepali Congress

Party, expressed his sincere thanks
to the NDYCUSA and its members
and Nepali people living in the USA
for their outstanding contribution in
support of democratic movement of
Nepal. He mentioned that the role of
Nepal people living across the globe
are vital to a peaceful and prosperous
Nepal. He defended the views of Prime
Minister G. P. Koirala, his first cousin,
about keeping ceremonial monarchy
in Nepal. He explained the decision
on ceremonial monarchy was in fact
passed by the reinstated parliament and
not an individual as opposed to claims
being made by some political parties.
He assured the audience that he would
play a role of goodwill ambassador and
raise a voice in the parliament regarding
NRN issues including dual citizenship
amongst other things.

Besides his programs in New York,
Hon. Koirala visited Washington, DC,
and Baltimore and spoke in front of
Nepali communities there also. He
participated in and addressed the
Association of Nepalese in Midwest
America (ANMA) and the Nepalese
Association of South-East America
(NASeA)’s Joint Convention 2006 in
Chicago as well. Hon. Koirala also met
the US Congressman Hon. Joseph
Crowley and thanked the Congressman
on behalf of Nepali Congress Party
and Nepal Government for his and the
US government's support for Nepali
people's struggle for democracy.

First Nepali temple in Canada

The Pashupatinath Nepali
Canadian Community Center (PNCCC)
has established the first Nepali Mandir
and Culture Center in Canada on the
day of the Teej festival on 26 Aug.
The Mandir and Culture center was
jointly inaugurated by Honorary
Consul General of Nepal Dr. Kunjar
Mani Sharma and social worker
Radha Basnyat. Pandit Krishna Regmi
conducted the 3-hour long worship
on the Shiva idol donated by Dr. Lila
Bhandari. More than 500 Nepalis
gathered for the event who contributed
to the $ 3000 in donations collected
during the day.

During the event, Namaste Radio’s
President Anil Thapa, called on all Nepali
organizations to come together and
establish a Nepali identity in Canada's
diverse community. He also urged those
present to listen to Namaste Radio, the
only Nepali broadcast media in Canada,
every Sunday from 9 am to 10 am on
Canadian Multicultural Radio 101.3
FM. The show canalsobeheard onlineat
Namasteradio.org. Nepalese Canadian
Community Service's Secretary Mina
Dhamala said their organization is
eagerly supporting new members to the
community and briefly talked about the
Nepali Mela held on 27 Aug., at Nathan
Phillips Square, Toronto. Nepalese
Canadian Network Center’s Board
Member Manoj Pokharel congratulated
PNCCC for their achievement during
the event while PNCCC’s advisors
Bhes JungThapa and Kumud Sharma

recalled that when they arrived in
Canada in 1972, that they could hear a
Nepali voice unlike today when hey can
hear Nepalese voice in every Canadian
party they attended. Dr. Kunjar Mani
Sharma and Radha Basnyat asserted
the need for the community's support
to sustain the temple. Omkar Shrestha,
Former Minister of Nepali Congress,
said he was impressed by the Nepali
community who have come a long
way in establishing themselves so far
away from home. Later that night, 200
Nepali women attended “Dar Khane
Night” to celebrate the Teej festival by
singing and dancing the night away in
their traditional red saree and jewelry
the Tilhari. For more details: Pnccc.ca

Nepalis gather at the first Nepali Mandir and cultural center in Canada on Teej as the pujari performs the puja (top).
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He speaks softly, leaning towards the
recorder, gently stirring his black tea
in a spotless white cup and saucer. He
was offered coffee, but he opted for tea
instead. He takes long pauses before
answering, and sometimes half way
through the answer. During the course
of the interview his cell phone rings a
high pitched default melody in full at-
least 3 times as the DPM looks at the
number and decides to put the phone
back into his coat pocket instead. He
did not realize, it seems, he could
drop the call and cut short the prickly
ringer instead. He did take three of
the numerous calls, one of which was
particularly long. Last year too, the
head of the Nepali delegate to the UN
General Assembly was interrupted by
his cell phone during a meeting. Then
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ramesh
Nath Pandey, was talking about how
primitive the Maoists were in their ways
and ideology around which time his
phone burst into the then-brand new
"Hello Moto" ring-tone at the serious
meeting in Columbia University.

"l met with a lot of world leaders
in Havana," DPM Oli says gleaming.
"And in the last three days in New
York, we have established diplomatic
ties with three new countries." Congo,
" a very important African nation" and
two smaller European countries. The
DPM, who is clearly enjoying this new
found role of a high-level diplomat,
also gushed that "America's premier"
and him spent a few minutes talking

at the General Assembly and on the
28th of September he will be meeting
the Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice.
But his diplomatic stance is not just for
international events such the two he
has attended this month.

"It'sfantastic,"hesayswithasudden
raised voice and eyebrows when asked
about the state of Indo-Nepal relations.
"We have great relationship with India
today." What about Nepal's relations
with china? "They are an important ally
and we have great ties too." Just how
important the relationship with the
giant northern neighbor is made clear
whendiscussingthe Tibetan community
in Kathmandu. In January 2005, the
Home Ministry shut down the Tibetan
Refugee Welfare Office in Kathmandu
and in the past, the Police have often
disrupted or cut-short Tibetan events
or events related to the idea of a free-
Tibet in the city. "We cannot, we just
cannot let any anti-Chinese movement
take shape or form in our country," he
says with great emphasis. He fidgets
and his forehead bunches up as we talk
about Tibetan refugees in Nepal and
their right to travel abroad. "They can
travel for things like medical reasons,"
he says. Earlier this month, local
newspapers in Kathmandu had accused
member(s) of the current government
of helping Tibetan refugees obtain such
permit for a financial compensation in
return.

"We don't seeaparticular countryas
being a great friend, but rather we like

Photo: KASHISH DAS SHRESTHA

to have good relations with everyone,"
he explains diplomatically when asked
who Nepal's biggest ally might be today.
But still, some countries care for Nepal
more than others.

Nepal recognizes the states of
Palestine as well as Israel. We give
refuge to Tibetans and even issue them
permits to travel out of Nepal but
we deny them the right to organize.
We protest against the Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities (Control and
Punishment) Ordinance at home but
say nothing as the Bush administration
pushes to endorse something very
similar in America. And as much as
it is America's domestic issue, there
is no denying the devastating global
repercussions it could have, including
for Nepali soldiers on international
missions. DPM Oli is also reluctant to
comment on many international issues,
including President Bush's assertion
of the world being safer today than it
was five years ago. Instead he launches
into a brief spontaneous speech on the
importance of democracy, humanrights
and such that somehow feels rehearsed.
The political and diplomatic reasons
are clear, but apart from reassured
beliefs in "democracy,” "human rights,"
"peace and stability," Nepal's real stand
on issues seem a lot less clearer. And
Nepal's ability to take a definite stand
on issues, not necessarily on ones
listed above, might become particularly
crucial as the country campaigns for a
temporary seat the UN Security council

for 2007-2008.

"We are hoping to be a temporary
member of the Security Council," the
DPM says anxiously. Although his
earlier answer to the question of what
the Nepali delegate would be taking
back for Nepal from the conferences in
Havana and New York isn't particularly
clear, this later revelation paints a
firmer picture of perhaps one of Nepal's
bigger agenda here in New York. The
last time Nepal held that seat was
almost 20 years ago.

As the interview ends, the DPM
accepts our request for a quick photo
shoot. No sooner had four awkward
photos been taken, he gets another
phone call that he is willing to ignore
but accepts after we urge him to
answer it. He is more relaxed, smiling
occasionally, as he talks on the phone
during the shoot.

THE STORY TELLER:

24 Sept. Its 5 pm and Nepalis have
begun to trickle into the Satya Narayan
Mandir in Woodside Avenue in Jackson
Heights, Queens. Many Nepalis are at
thenearbyEagle cinemahallinwatching
the Nepali movie, Taal. In fact, it was to
accommodate the movie's schedule that
the interaction program with Khadga
Prasad Oli, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Narendra Bikram Nemwang, Minister
for Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs, Pradeep Nepal, Member of
Parliament, Anand Prasad Dhungana,
Member of Parliament, Tek Bahadur
Chokhal, Member of Parliament and
Mahendra Bahadur Panday, Member
of Parliament, was moved from four to
five.

The Nepali delegate, the evening's
guests of honors, arrive at the venue
a little after five and are immediately
greeted by the small crowd of Nepalis
gathered outside the mandir. As they
enter the mandir's hall on the first floor,
more Nepalis that had come for the
event greet them. The DPM and other
ministers and MPs spend sometime
personally meeting and talking to as
many people as possible. The welcome
speeches and introductions are perhaps
not what the high-profiled guests had
expected: event MC Sailesh and Sunil
Parajuli, President of Alliance for
Human Rights and Democracy in Nepal,
on the behalf of the Nepali community,
clearly express their skepticism and
disappointment and many other
grievances about the current Nepali
government and the way they are
handling the crisis in Nepal, as the
guests listen on, take notes but don't
seem taken back at all. The tone of the
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The guests of Honor, Nepal's delegate to the UN's 61st General Assembly, at an interaction program in Queens, NY, with Ananda Bista (far right) of Nepalese Democratic Youth Council in USA. Photo: KASHISH DAS SHRESTHA

evening, it seems, was set: the guests
are put on the defensive.

Everyone promises to speak for a
shot while, nobody believes them. But
through the long winded, animated,
familiar sounding speeches, one thing
resonates clearly: the government
is obsessed with solving the Maoist
problem politically, and is more than
just a little frustrated with how difficult
the Maoists are making the process.

The final speaker of the evening is,
of course, DPM Oli. As opposed to his
reserved and soft-spoken ways during
his interview with Nepali Aawaz, today
he is charged up, gesturing aggressively
with his hands and animating his
speech tone in that particular way
which Nepalis have become used to
hearing from Nepali politicians. He is
not holding back, after all, throughout
the evening the Mc has consistently
counterattacked each speaker while
introducing the next with a short
satire. To everyone's surprise, DPM Oli
begins to tell a story, a page from his
childhood memory of time he spent
with his grandmother. "I thought I was
safe in that dark jungle path because
my grandmother was there, and what
can a tiger or a ghost do with my
grandmother there," he says. "But as
we got out of the jungle path I heard
my grandmother's sigh of relief and
I asked her why. She told me that she
was terrified while crossing the jungle

path," he ends the story, smiling. The
moral being that people have great faith
and expectations from their leaders but
don'trealize that theleaders themselves
have their own shortcomings and fears.
The crowd is pleased. No one can recall
the last time a Deputy Prime Minster
evoked a story from his childhood, with
his grandmother as the protagonist, to
explain to the public how the leaders
themselves are feeling.

"They told us to buy them an
elephant, so we bought them one," he
says, as he tries to explain the deadlock
with the Maoists. "Then they want us to
buy them a bag, so we buy it for them,"
he continues. "But when they ask us to
put that elephant in the bag, that is just
impossible to do, it’s not practical. We
cannot do that. And this is the problem.
The government took off the terrorist
label, didn't ask for anything in return.
We pulled back the Red corner notice
that was issued against them without
asking for anything in return. We even
released imprisoned Maoists and didn't
ask for anything in return. But we have
to draw the line at one point and we
cannot hold elections while they are
armed."

The crowd is reassured. "Including
the Maoist in the government means
they too will have a stake over all
government bodies and its organs,
including the security forces. And they
also want their own army to be in place.

Soif the Maoists are in the government,
who will the Maoists negotiate with?
Will we have to send Prachanda to
negotiate with Mahara? You don't
see the government negotiating with
the congress or the UML because
we function as one... The Maoists
took up arms at a time when other
democratic and political options were
still available," he adds denouncing
the Maoists' violent rebellion and
unwillingness to give up arms.

He goes on to refreshingly tell few
more stories and use euphemisms,
even tell a few jokes, all to make one
point and one point only: leaders have
their own shortcomings but are trying
to do everything they can to diffuse the
Maoist situation and hold constituent
assembly so that Nepal can get out of
this deadlock.

The mood of the audience becomes
clear during the brief Q & A sessions:
more anxiety over the government,
lack of faith in Nepali politicians who
have always been "great story tellers",
the question of how much control the
government really has over the army
and the management and transparency
of campaign funds. DPM Oli fields
all the questions and answers them
articulately, and at times bluntly, 'the
government can't do everything at
once.'

After the program ends, members
of the audience stand next to the

DPM and get their photos taken with
him. They express their faith in the
government and compliment his story
telling and speech. There is a sense of
skepticism still, but it seems everyone
wants to believe that this time it’s
for real. History is a great storyteller
too. Corruption, party politics, other
vested interests and unrepresented and
misled Nepalis. These are stories that
history tells us. What of the stories of
leaders of their word, commitment and
representation of people? These are
stories that Nepalis across the world are
anxiously waiting for. While political
violence in the country has reduced
drastically, lawlessness is becoming
apparent, as crime rate seems to be
rising. The peace process does seem
to be at a deadlock as it has been for
four-months now. Stories are always
great, and for sometime now Nepal has
dying for one that ends with a "happily
ever after.” Or something like it. But
only fairy tales have magic-wands and
genies that grant wishes. "Democracy”
isn't either of those. But it is close
and people of Nepal restored it in the
country not too long ago. The pressure
on the government to do something,
and do something fast is immense at
home and abroad. And here in New
York, DPM Oli and the Nepali delegate
have expressed the Nepaligovernment's
commitment to making it happen.
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Nepal's case at the 61st United Nations General Assembly

K. P Sharma Oli, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Nepal, addresses the general debate of the sixty-first session of the
General Assembly, at UN Headquarters in New York. Photo: UN PHOTO/MARCO CASTRO

On Monday, 25 Sept., Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs, and Leader of the Delegation
for Nepal, K.P Sharma Oli, took the
podium at the general assembly hall
at the United Nations headquarters in
New York. He was the third speaker of
the day, the first and second speakers
being H.E. Dr. Thongloun Sisoulith
(Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Head of the
Delegation, Lao People's Democratic
Republic) and H.E. Mr. Hor Namhong
(Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, Cambodia) respectively.

Last time Nepal was here, it asked
for an international support for King
Gyanendra's idea of democracy. This
time, in a near 22 minutes speech
Nepal made clear what it wants;
increased  international attention
and support to further strengthen
the democracy earned by the people
of Nepal, a temporary seat in the UN
Security council (2007-2008) and an
Asian Secretary-General at the UN. The
latter two would quite possibly help the
first cause greatly.

WHAT HE SAID:

The speech, expectedly, talked about
the importance of democracy and the
need to respect human rights no matter
what and Nepal's dedication to these
two ideals. And almost immediately he
reminded the international community
that Nepal looks forward to more

support for a post-conflict scenario.
His emphasis on multilateralism was
in line with the opinions expressed by
many European leaders while his case
to reform and further strengthen the
Security Council was also echoed by
West African countries. And his stand
that remittance funds alone cannot
help develop Nepal's socio-economic
situation and that the international
community and world bodies have to
help developing countries reach their
millennium goals was along the lines
of the case made by Bhutan's Prime
Minister Lyonpo Khandu Wangchuk.
He did particularly well in his
recurring reminder of Nepal's long
standing relationship with the UN and
its significant role in and commitment
to its Peace Keeping missions in some
of the world's worst crisis. "Even when
it [Nepal] had its own internal conflict,
Nepal never gave up sending its troops
to UN peacekeeping missions," he
reminded the international community.
There are over 3,500 Nepali troops
serving the UN missions currently. He
also talked about the need to make
the Security Council more democratic
and inclusive. Nepal's campaign for
a temporary seat at the Security
Council for 2007-2008 was eloquent
and apt. "People of Nepal deserve due
recognition,” he said and requested
other countries to lobby for Nepal's seat
at the Security Council. The last time
Nepal had a seat at the Security Council
was 20 years ago and Nepali soldiers

have played a key role at various UN
missions since.

The Deputy Prime Minister also
lobbied for an Asian Secretary-General
at the UN. Amongst the candidates
campaigning for the position is also
the Indian nominee Shashi Tharoor
who has been with the world body for
almost 30 years.

An important part of the campaign
for a seat at the Security Council, and
a further emphasis to show Nepal's
commitment to the working with the
United Nations in all its capacity was
spelt out clearly when the Deputy
Prime Minister insisted, "We have
offered to host the UN Regional Center
for Peace and Disarmament for Asia
and the Pacific in Kathmandu. Despite
out long-standing commitment and
sincere efforts, the Center is yet to be
relocated. I wish to reiterate that the
Government of Nepal is ready to sign
the host country agreement as per this
Assembly's resolution as soon as the
UN Secretariat provides it with a draft.
We urge the Secretariat to conclude the
necessary procedure for the relocation
of the Center to Nepal without any
further delay."

The platform was also perfect to
bring up the issue of Bhutanese refugee
crisis in Nepal. "In essence, this is a
problem between the government of
Bhutan and its citizens. Nepal has come
to the picture simply because it has
provided shelter to fleeing refugees on
humanitarian grounds. Theissue cannot
be resolved in the absence of a genuine
willingness toresolve the problemonthe
part of the Government of Bhutan. The
international community must assert
positive influence to break the impasse.
... Nepal also supports the democratic
aspiration of the people of Bhutan
and urges Bhutan to accommodate the
plight of the refugees in their political
dispensation,” he stated, urging the
Bhutanese government to take action
and responsibility. Only one member
of the Bhutanese delegate could be
seen present during the event's live
webcast.

Oliwasalsonotstandingalonewhen
he declared "rights of migrant workers
must be protected in all situations."
Dr. Alberto G. Romulo, Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, Philippines had called
on member states of the UN to back
the creation of an informal Global
Forum on Migration and Development,
a standing, non-binding body in which
countries will be able to discuss and
exchange the best ideas and practices

on the issue. After Sea standing, non-
binding body in which countries will
be able to discuss and exchange the
best ideas and practices on the issue.
In June, Secretary General Kofi Annan
had outlined the proposal for the Forum
and last week Belgium offered to host
the forum's first meeting next year.

He ended his speech with hopes for
a strengthened relationship with the
world body, saying, "The United Nations
today is fraught with lack of credibility,
inabilitytoarriveatimportantdecisions,
weak implementation of its own
declaration and decisions, and slowness
in responding to challenges that require
its most pressing attentions. We need to
change this situation. Together, we can
make our organization better equipped
to respond to these challenges."

WHAT HE DIDN'T INCLUDED:

The Deputy Prime Minister touched
on many important national and
international issues during his speech.
But one important issue that he failed
to address was that of global warming
and the environment and what Nepal
has done in the past and would like to
do in the future in that area. Dangers of
global warming and the development
of alternative energy sources have
been key global agendas not only at
the General Assembly but also at the
Clinton Global Initiative conference
organized by former U.S President Bill
Clinton, timed to coincide with the
UN event. And Nepal should make it a
point to be a part of all major initiative,
national and international, involved
in these two causes, or at-least remind
the world of our nature conservation
efforts. Delving into the topic, one that
many other world leaders emphasized
on during the general assembly, would
have also given an opportunity to pay
brief condolences to the Nepalis and
foreigners, many of whom were leading
figures in nature conservation in Nepal,
that died in the recent helicopter crash
in Nepal, if the Nepali delegate had so
wished. It was, after all, not only a
national tragedy but also an incident
thatled to the death of several members
of the international community. But
that aside, Nepal perhaps should have
taken the opportunity to express its
commitment to nature conservation
and asked the world what help it could
offer and what help we could get in that
area.

You can watch the speech online at:
UN.org/webcast/ga/61/gastatement25.shtml
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Models parade a bright collection at a fashion show in Kathmandu. Photo: ANUSHIL SHRESTHA

Anushil Shrestha
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A mix of traditional and contemporary styles at the Sunsilk Fashion
Week in Kathmandu. Photos: ANUSHIL SHRESTHA

Anushil Shrestha
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Summey in Ocean City: Tales of a hard day's night

28 HOUR WORK SHIFTS. LATE NIGHT PARTIES. SEXUAL ASSAULT AND JAIL TIME, REALITY CHECK AND PAY CHECKS. BUNK BEDS BUT NO SLEEP. MEDIA SLANDERING.
BITTER EXPERIENCES AND FOND MEMORIES. JUST A FEW ACCOUNTS OF LIVES OF NEPALI STUDENTS IN A SUMMER IN OCEAN CITY, MD.

A Nepali student in Ocean City's Ripley's Believe It or Not museum. Photo: NEPALI STUDENT ORGANIZATION OF MSUM (NSOMSUM)

Bibek Bhandari in Ocean City

The American summer break;
rightfully glorified in cinemas and
songs and one of the most anticipated
three months on the calendar. But it’s
not all fun in the sun. The three month-
long summer break has always been
a hot-season to find work, especially
in American tourist areas. One such
area that is infamously overwhelmed
by Nepalis during the summer is the
small strip of sand and sea, Ocean City,
Maryland.

International students are allowed
to work only 20 hours per week on
campus, usually at minimum wage. For
Nepali and other international students
who pay for college themselves, their
work on campus would barely come
close to meeting their financial needs.
For them, then, summer seems the
best time to kick off stretching hours of
work and save up for the academic year

ahead.

One of the popular destinations
among many international students,
Nepalis students to be precise, is Ocean
City, Maryland. A small resort town in
the shores of the Atlantic Ocean, three
hours east of Washington D.C., it is a
small peninsula that comes to life in
the summer. As the heat soars, schools
and colleges close by the end of May,
international students from many
countries, including Nepal, swarm into
this small city in an unprecedented
number. The small Greyhound station
at 2nd Street, otherwise a sleepy
outpost, is flooded with students with
their backpacks and luggage.

It is not just the students that
wait for the summer though. Ocean
city's innumerable businesses gears
up for the season too. Hotels, motels,
clothing stores, restaurants, and clubs
within the city and along the three
mile long Boardwalk right across the
beach are the major places that require
a large manpower to manage the rush
for summer. And it’s these very places
that become the first stop for many

Nepalis to begin their hunt for work.
The breezy coastline is soon abuzz with
the humming of the popular question,
“Are you hiring?” During the initial
days, when the business hasn’t picked
up, it is somewhat difficult to find a job
but once the season starts the hotels,
restaurants and stores do start hiring.
A number of Nepalis who have
already worked a job past summer tend
to get the same job with a higher pay,
making the whole deal seem easy. On
the other hand, for the ones who have
landed in the city for the first time,
scouring for work store to store, in
hotels and restaurants becomes a full-
time work itself. The ones who luckily
get hired usually start working from
that very moment while for the rest it’s
yet another day of job hunting. By the
end of the week, many students will
have found work while other find dead-
ends and frustrations. One student
who had come from Minnesota couldn’t
find a job for two weeks. She lost hope
after walking the boardwalk everyday,
knocking on every door, so she gave up

and made her way to Boston instead. Its
not uncommon for many students to
go back to their schools or other cities
after striking out in Ocean city, but for
the ones who do find something, its a
long stretch of work every hour, every
day.

In every corner and in every street
till the 142nd Street, Nepali students
can be found working. Many of them
work at restaurants and fast food chains
and have mixed feelings about the
experience. McDonald’s, Burger King,
Popeye’s are some of the places where
a large number of Nepalis are hired. A
Nepali student working at McDonald’s
was disappointed. “It’s not what I had
thought I would be doing in America.
But I need money and so I am sweating
in front of the grill making fries here”,
he grumbled. “I am not coming back
to this place”, he added with a dull
expression. Meenu of West Virginia
worked at Burger King for the entire
summer. Her 12-hour shift lasted from
5 am to 5 pm. But at times she had to
work overtime till 12am, stretching her
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A Nepali student is dwarfed by the shelves in the shop where she works. Photo: BIBEK BHANDARI

work day from 12 hours per day to 19
hours. She was less pessimistic. “It’s
very difficult standing up the entire day
and taking orders, and in some cases
there are people who get mad at you.
Butits all a part of work”, she sighs. Anil
Shrestha of lowa is spending his second
summer here. He is working two jobs,
one at a french-fries cafe and another
at a hotel. “My first job is very difficult
but I suppose I have to work, but the
second one is quite easy. For three days
I have to work continuously with hardly
any sleep. But I have two days off at
both my jobs and that’s when I catch up
on my sleep and have fun at the beach”,
he says.

There are a number of Nepali
students who work as housekeepers
in hotels and waitresses and bus boys
in many of the hotels and restaurants
here. Nepalis also work in clothing
stores at the Boardwalk. Places like
Sunsations and the T-Shirt Factory hire
anumber of Nepali students where they
work as salesperson or stock keepers.
“It’s busy during summer and we need
maximum employees to keep up with
our business”, one of the Israeli owners
of a T-shirt Factory explained. “We hire
a lot of people but Nepalis are more
trustworthy. They come on time and
work sincerely”, he added. Deepak from
Alabama worked in one of the T-shirt
Factory stores in 1st Street as a stocker.
He only worked for nine hours. When
asked if that was enough he replied,
“Well, I tried to get more hours but
they already had enough people. I also
looked for a second job but couldn't
find one though I walked through the

Boardwalk and the city every morning.
At least I do have some work that pays
me and so I am okay with it I suppose,”
he consoled himself.

In Ocean City, overtime working
during the summer is a norm. Nepali
students work from a single shift of
eight hours to doing double shifts and
even more. Many of them usually have
two jobs leaving them no time to rest
andrelax. Manish, whoworkedatapizza
place, is one of the latter. He worked
for twenty hours everyday without
any break, and sometimes during rush
hours his schedule stretched up to
twenty eight hours. “There’s no other
option. I need money for school and so
I have to work. There’s no way out,” he
says coldly.

Despite all the work and over work,
Ocean city is an ocean front after all
and Nepali students are never shy of
partying, especially after long work
days. The bustling nightlife of the city
provides ample opportunity to forget
the hectic day and join the party crowd
at the innumerable clubs and bars till
the wee hours of the night.

Living in Ocean city is not cheap.
It is a summer vacation spot after all,
so prices for apartments are as high as
$5,000 per month per one-bedroom.
The only solution then is to share the
room with friends and split up the cost.
Many Nepali students make their own
groups to share an apartment with.
In one case, as many as forty people
were living together under one roof.
But usually ten to fifteen people share
a two bedroom apartment. Suffice
to say, comfort and privacy is not on

the priority list. The apartments are
furnished with a number of bunk beds,
kitchen, couches and even TV with
cable connection, but the amenities also
depend on what one pays. “The thing
is, everyone spends more time at work
than in their apartment and so it really
doesn’t matter how many people stay
together”, says Kritika from Nebraska.
“But sometimes the apartment gets real
messy as no one seem to be caring since
everyone is here only for summer,” she
adds.

Tensions between various groups
looking for work in a small place
are bound to flare up, or at-least be
noticeable. This year, an estimated 3000
Nepalis were working in and around
Ocean City. Most of the Nepali students
come from surrounding states of West
Virginia, Virginia, and Maryland itself.
A large number of Nepalis also flock

Nepali students in their communal apartment (top), at the
beach (center) and with the boss (bottom). Photos: BIBEK
BHANDARI and NSOMSUM

from Alabama, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska amongst other states. Apart
from Nepalis, many European students
also make their way to Ocean city for
work, particularly Russians. Most of the
European students also seem to come
with a work permit for the summer. A
local newspaper dated 22 June, 2006,
reported Nepalis as “illegal immigrants”
who are seizing away job opportunities
from their European counterparts who
have the right documents to work. But
Nepalis continue to get hired for their
reputation of being good workers. One
cannot, however, not consider the fact
that undocumented workers can be
paid less than documented ones, not to
say such practice occurred here in this
case.

However, the reputation of Nepalis
isnot thebest. The news of fightsamong
Nepali counterparts at some parties
can be heard every now and then. News
of gang fights between Nepalis and
people from other communities isn’t a
surprise or secret either. One particular
incident proved to be particularly
embarrassing for Nepalis in Ocean city
this year. According to The Dispatch, 11
August, 2006, Sachindra Nepal, 25, was
arrested by the Ocean City Police and
charged with second, third and fourth
degree sex offense, and second degree
sex and misdemeanor assault. He
supposedly lured a highly intoxicated
18 year old girl to going into bed with
him in a hotel room. Nepal possessed
a permanent resident card. The DNA
evidence proved Nepal guilty and he
was being held at the county jail on a
$500,000 bond.

While some Nepalis have a
wonderful summer and return with a
handful of good memories and savings,
others are not even in the mood to
share their memories. “I am not coming
back to this place again”, said one of
the Nepali students before getting on
the bus. A couple of other group of
students who claimed to have a good
summer said, “We made good savings
and simply loved the place. So we
might just come back again. It’s a good
summer break even though we have to
work hard.”

Ocean City is merely an example,
nonetheless, a reality of the hardship
that many students have to go through
in America. The American dream
that most of us imagine in Nepal
alters significantly once we land here.
America becomes a place with mixed
challenges. The reality is that you have
to work hard, you have to do it on your
own, and you have to prove yourself a
winner at the end.
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This issue, Nepali Aawaz begins a series of investigative reports from Nepal in association with the Center for Investigative Journalism, Nepal.
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Mrs. Bhandari holds up the photo of her late husband, a victim of medical malpractice. Photo: ANUSHIL SHRESTHA

Anushil Shrestha in Silguri
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Silguri, where Nepalis are becoming victims of medical malpractice at an alarming rate.
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Indra Bahadur Rai (Left) and Saru Tamang (right) are both victims of medical malpractice in Silguri. Indra Bahadur Rai's was fatal.
Mukesh Shah (bottom), standing with his family, is a victim too. Photos: ANUSHIL SHRESTHA
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Dr. Chang Nursing Home in Silguri is fast earning an ill-repute. Photo: ANUSHIL SHRESTHA
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Nepal's Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala (L) confers Gen-
eral Rukmangat Katwal as the new Nepali army chief at Singha-
durbar in the Nepali capital Kathmandu September 10, 2006.
REUTERS/Gopal Chitrakar
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A beaten down fence and a door marked "Conserved Area" leads into an ancient forgotten Kiranti palace. Photo: RABIN GIRI
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Locals watch other locals trying to find bodies in the river after a bus crashed on the highway and drove off it. Photo: BHIM
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The Sutra theatrics in Kathmandu. Photo: ANUSHIL SHRESTHA
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Entertainment
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GAS STATION HELP WANTED!

Need Cashier with Lotto Experience for a gas station
convenience store. Store located in Albertson, Nassau
county, Long Island. Please call: 917- 202- 4644.
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Fae & SA0f

Ananda Koirala in Dharan
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Society

ILive Broadicast on Time Wemner
cable’s Chammel 517108

ILive concert and cullimall diow allong

witth dhe debut of e music video amd

a dloultlle allbum lamnclh: Semmant Voll.1
amdl Shermpini IDACHII0

Wislh you a Blappy Bifaya Dadhami]

Watch Nepali Movies

Watch Nepali TV
Channels

Watch Nepali Music
Videos

Listen to Live Nepali
Radio

at

.com

Advertise with us.

Call us now at 718. 271. 3066




Onboard Tours & Travel

Lowest fares available to Kathmandu.
We also offer package tours to other
parts of Nepal as well as to Tibet.

Call us toll free: 1-866-802-6439.
Email: info@onboardtour.com
Website: www.onboardtour.com
159 West 33 St. Suite #7006,
New York, NY 10001




