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the first Association of Nepalis in the
Americas (ANA) convention was held
between 2-4 July, 1983, at the Methodist
Church in Corning, New York. A total of
104 people, both Nepalis and friends of
Nepal, came from as far as California and

Canada.
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Days in Nepali History

1 June 2001

Crown Prince Dipendra, 29, allegedly
shoots and kills his father King
Birendra, 55, and mother Queen
Aishwarya, 51, his younger brother
Prince Nirajan, 22, and sister Princess
Shruti, 24 along with several other
members of the royal family during a
regular family gathering. The Crown
Prince is reported to have been "
heavily intoxicated" at the time of the
incident.

[Ed: The news was first broken to public
on Nepalnews.com by journalists from
Himalmedia, and pulled off from the
online news portal temporarily. Around
3AM, BBC reported the massacre on its
world service, followed by CNN and many
other international news agencies. State
television and radio reported "an accident”
in the palace on the morning of 2 June. |

2 June 2001

Crown Prince Dipendra is declared
Nepal's King while he was still in a
coma after sustaining injuries during
the palace shoot out, reportedly by
shooting himself after killing his fatal
rampage.

4 June 2001

Prince Gyanendra, late King Birendra's
brother, is crowned Nepal's King after
Dipendra dies in his coma.

2 June 2004

At 11AM, Nepal television announced
Sher Bahadur Deuba had been named
as the new prime minister of Nepal, a
decision made public after his meeting
with King Gyanendra earlier in that
morning.

2 June 2005

Sher Bahadur Deuba remains in custody

on corruption charges filed against him
by the Royal Commission on Corruption
Control setup by the King Gyanendra's
government after his 1 Feb 2005 coup.

6 June 2005:

Former Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala goes to Delhi for a health check
up and meets with various Indian
leaders, exiled Nepali leaders of the
agitating parties and non-resident
Nepalis. He is scheduled to meet on
the trip Sonia Gandhi, Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and former
prime ministers Chandra Shekhar and
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Indian Defense
Minister Pranab Mukherjee amongst
others.

[Ed: OnTuesday, 6 June, Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala arrived in Delhi
and was welcomed at the airport by
his Indian counterpart, a first in the
two country's diplomatic history. He
is leading a 41-member delegation to
India for a goodwill tour, the first after
his appointment after Parliament was
restored in April this year. The four
day visit is expected to deal with many
Indo-Nepal issues and is said to carry a
strong "economic agenda."]

7 June 1969

BBC Nepali Service started its
broadcast from the Bush House,
London.

Diplomatic ties established by

Nepal in June

13 June, 1947: India

1 June, 1960: Israel

10 June, 1960: Sweden
3 June, 1975: Kenya
17 June, 1985: Gabon
12 June, 1986: Fiji

22 June, 1994: Guyana
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In Quotes

¢ It doesn’t matter to us whether
it's a boy or a girl. We are just
too happy and anxious about the

baby’s arrival.”

- Sugam Pokharel, 27 year old pop
sensation, on the child his wife Liza and him
are expecting born in July, while talking to the
pop culture portal Cybersansar.com

¢ T am very hopeful about the
visit.”

- Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala,
talking to journalists at the Tribhuwan

International Airport about his 4-day goodwill
trip to India.

¢ [ pray that the Maoists see
their future as a democratic
activist political party that is
working through democratic
means to speak out for the poor
and for the people who have
found themselves voiceless in
Nepal before. It would be good
for Nepal if they become a
strong leftist political party. We
need that voice, we don’t need
an insurgency, we don’t need

. »
violence.

- Lucie Edwards, Canadian Ambassador to
Nepal , in a recent interview published by the
weekly Nepali Times.

¢ An army can easily be managed
if a political solution is reached....
The RNA has been converted into
the Nepali Army only in words
not in practice. There are still
aristocrats, feudalistic thoughts
and opinions existing within the
RNA, which cannot be changed

overnight by one decision. ”

- Krishna Bahadur Mahara, who is leading
the Maoist negotiation team in Kathmandu,
while discussing in an interview with Kantipur
about how the Maoist militia will be managed
before Constituent Assembly elections and
responding to the conversion of the Royal Nepal
Army to Nepali Army by the Parliament.

¢ A song has been an inseparable
part of Nepal's social movement
for the past 4 decades. Our elders

sang this to motivate people to
rise for their rights. We have
been singing this song for the
past 4 years. Today [ would like to
remember all the freedom fighter
of Nepal while I sing this song to

you.

- Amrit Gurung, folk-rock singer of the band
Nepathya, before singing the song 'Gaun Gaun
Bata Utha' [Rise from every village] at the
World Village Festival in Helsinki, Finland.
An interview with the front man and the band
manager is published in this issue of Nepali
Aawaz on page 13.

¢ The Secretary-General is
deeply saddened at the death

of a Nepalese peacekeeper,

and the wounding of three

other Nepalese peacekeepers,
serving with the United Nations
Organization Mission in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (MONUC), on 28 May

in the area of Tsupu in the Ituri
district. The Secretary-General
strongly condemns this attack,
and the capture of seven Nepalese
peacekeepers by armed groups,
and calls for their immediate
release. It should be underscored
that those responsible for these
acts should be held accountable.
The Secretary-General wishes to
express heartfelt condolences to
the Government of Nepal and the

bereaved family.”

- A press statement issued by the UN on 31
May 06.

¢ I strongly feel that the
Dasdhunga incident and the
Narayanhiti massacre have to

be seriously investigated by the
reinstated House. We cannot
afford conspiracies of such
magnitude to go unpunished in
history.”

- Bidhya Bhandari, a CPN-UML
parliamentarian in the reinstated House of
Representatives (HoR) and wife of former
UML general secretary Madan Bhandari who
was killed in the mysterious jeep accident at

Dasdhunga on May 16, 1993, in an interview
with Kantipur publication.
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Dance Theatre of Nepal nearing the big 10

The Nepali community in New York
continues to grow rapidly, with groups
and organizations for everything from
human rights advocates to sports
councils establishing themselves, many
relatively new and only a few years into
their existence at the most. But it was
almost 10 years ago that The Dance
Theatre of Nepal was founded in New
York, in 1997, with Raj Kapoor as its
dance and music director and Sherry
Onna as the project advisor.

Dance Theatre of Nepal will be
celebrating their 10th anniversary
next year, and the arts organization
has certainly come a long way. In 2001
they were officially registered as a non-
proit organization dedicated to the
production, teaching and preservation
of traditional Nepali performing arts
in the United States. While DTON
themselves host many of their events,
they have also found supporters and
hosts or co-hosts such as the Asian
American Arts Alliance and the Lower
Manhattan Cultural Council, and many

other organizations such as museums
and universities.

Apart from shows, the DTON has
also been working towards teaching
the arts to students here in the US.
This summer, they will be participating
in Pace University's summer-arts
program through July- August. More
recently they have also started giving
dance lessons to students at Nepali
Mandir in Queens (31-11, 62 St.).
And it wasn't too long ago that Anu
Onta, Binita Poudyal and Raj Kapoor
served as visiting artists for a course
given at Pratt Institute called Drawing-
Dancing-Culture. The course was
developed by Professor Sherry Onna
Handlin for art students at the college
and focused on the integration of visual
and kinesthetic energies in the art
making process. Artists from different
regions shared highlights of their own
cultures through dance, music, video
and informal discussions. While artists
posed in regional dress or costume,
students transformed their pages into

very skillful and ‘“spicy drawings."
Sherry Onna herself also performed
the classical Charya Nritya Manjushree
dance at Stony Brook University's
Charles B. Wang Center to coincide
with the Maitreya Shrine Buddhist
Relics exhibition there.

"We never know exactly what is
up next. However we are planning
a concert for winter, “Hamro-Tal -
Shared Journeys.” Sherry tells us. "The
collaboration includes a shared evening
with guest world artists who will
highlight traditional cultural offerings
from India,Tibet.,and The Middle East.
Expanding our programming to include
various world cultures generates new
artistic energy and has a harmonizing
effect on inter-cultural friendship and
appreciation."

For more details on Dance Theatre
of Nepal, please visit their website
Dancetheaterofnepal.org

Keepa's Art

On 22 April, Friends of Nepal- New
Jersey helped organize and art
exhibition for Keepa Maskey, a graduate
of Fine arts from the Marymount
Manhattan College.  Her art, the
organizers said, invoked a sense of
"nostalgia” about Nepal.

"I have always been drawn towards
creating forms to express concepts
rather than just for the aesthetic value,"
Keepa said about her work. "Here we
are in a part of the work where we all
strive to achieve the most and the best.
Back home many [women] live doing
daily chores, fulfilling on major duty-
which is to survive," she added, about
her images of women that were on
exhibit.

Keepa has also donated several
of her creations to Global Women's
Project, a non-profit organization that
focuses on empowering disadvantaged
women in countries around the world.
From this exhibition, she contributed
10% of the proceeds to FON-NJ. She
has previously held group exhibitionsin
New York city as well. She also thanked
the FON-NJ for making it possible for
her to hold the 22nd's exhibition.
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FREE CONSULTATION!

Kamala Prasai re-releases album

441
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On 27 May, NJ Entertainment organized the Gajal Sumadhur Sanj at Satyanarayan Mandir in Woodside, Queens. During the event, the hostess Kamal Prasai also re-released her full-lenght music album 'Nain ka Anshu.'

Funds for the injured

The Ridgewood Nepalese Society has
contributed  Rs.600,000  (approx.
$8,450) to those injured during the
April uprising for democracy in Nepal
this year. The funds were handed over
to the Janandolan Primary health
Treatment Fund. "We hope to be
able to continue supporting these

humanitarian causes," a member of
the Society told us. Similarly New
York based groups Samudaya.org and
Alliance for Democracy and Human
Rights Nepal had also raised money for
the treatment of those injured during
the movement.

Do you need to translate your Nepali documents into
English?
$15/ A4 page.
Call us now at 718. 271. 3066
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DRIET

Members of the Kirant Rai Association celebrate traditional festivals in New York
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Financial strength: Integrity:
Humanity:

All this plus knowing that your future is
protected by a Company that has helped
Millions of families for generations. Isn’t your
tamily’s future worth finding out more?

Don’t wait join the millions of New York Life
policy owners and let us help you enjoy the
peace of mind life Insurance can bring. To
learn more about New York Life’s product,
service and a free assessment of your financial
status, call me. Available on weekends.

Sonam (Tenzin) Lama, Agent
New York Life Insurance Company
Cell- (917)526 8270

Of (516)327 2900 x5813

Email: Stlama@ft.newyorklife.com
Web: www.Newyorklife.com

Association of Nepalis in the Americas’
(ANA) convention history in New York

This year's ANA convention holds the
promise of being the grandest of them
all. But it is certainly not the first to be
organized by Nepali New Yorkers. In fact,
the first Association of Nepalis in the
Americas (ANA) convention was held
between 2-4 July, 1983, at the Methodist
Church in Corning, New York. A total of
104 people, both Nepalis and friends of
Nepal, came from as far as California and
Canada.

The 6th ANA convention, in 1988, was
held in Long Island, New York. This year's

events were also initially planned to be held
there. The 10th ANA convention, in 1992,
was held in Rochester, New York. And in
1996 the 14th ANA convention was jointly
held in New York and New Jersey.

This year the 24th ANA convention,
ANA-NYC 2006, is being held at the
Sheraton Hotel in New Ark, New Jersey
from 30 June to 4 July. The event is being
organized by New York Nepali Youth Club
( NYNYC) with this publication, Nepali
Aawaz, as its official media partner.

Second Aitabare Mela held

On 4 June, Nepali Mandir hosted the
second "Aitabare Mela!" . Various religious
functions were performed in both the
buddhist monastery and the hindu
temple in the premises, after which a feast
followed.

A select group of invited local Nepalis
then congregated for a meeting on taking
the newly established Nepali Mandir to
the next level. Founder Chandra Prakash
Sharma, also one of the publishers of this
paper, was praised for his efforts. Binod
Roka, Prabhat Rajbhandari, Anita Thapa, Raj
Kapoor, Rajendra Shrestha, Sharoj Karki,
Luna Ranjit, Ram Chandra Thapa, Bishnu
Bashnet and Pema Lama have become the

Mandir's interim committee members
because of their they have been helping
Nepali Mandir since it's establishment.
Ananta Risal, Menaka Parajuli, Gopal
Shrestha and Paramendra Bhagat were also
nominated for the same.

The Aitabare Mela is organized by
Nepali Mandir and Nepali Aawaz. Its main
objective is to bring together Nepalis in the
area for a regular casual occasion at least
once a month.

Extensive audio clips and photos
from the event can be found at the DEN
blog "Demrepubnepal.blogspot.com"

Top: Members of the New York diaspora meet to form an interim committe for Nepali Mandir. Below: Buddhist monnks congre-

gate at the "monastery" at Nepali Mandir every Sunday.
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Green card advisory for international students

Binod Roka, Esq., Bashu Dev Phulara

One of the most common questions
that we are asked often in our law
office by international students is,
“whether and how they might qualify
for a green card to remain in the U.S
since they are international students”?
This is absolutely a difficult question
to respond. The added issue is that-
whether they can remain in the U.S.
legally for some period of time, if
otherwise, a green card is not provided.
In spite of that, there are a number of
approaches to handle this Issue.

Wewouldlike to takeafewmoments
that we share some of the legal issues
on this matter. From the pinpoint,
let’s start with the fundamentals of
Immigration Laws of the USA that
apply to international students.

The two most frequent visas for the
students at university levels in the USA
are: F-1 for academic students and J-1
for exchange visitors. Both of these visa
categories require a viewing of non-
immigrant objective and the students
need to go back to their home countries
after accomplishment of their study
goals. In general, therefore, having
been admitted into any university, asan
international student in the USA, has
no inherent connection with getting a
green card. It is also unrelated to those
who have been studying in the USA for
along period of time.

Yet again, a student through
different measures can obtain green
card in the United States. Practically,
an F-1 student is eligible for a year of
“Optional Practical Training (OPT)”
upon completion of his/her studies,
without any job offer or letter from
an employer. Therefore, a student can
start by explaining to his/her potential
employer that he/she has one year
employment authorization = which
requires absolutely no work on their
part. Equally important, J-1 students
are allowed a period -18 months or
more in some cases-of authorized work
under academic training following
completion of their studies.

Before expiry of the OPT period,
however, the US. employer under
a temporary work visa can file the
petition on behalf of the graduate
student for further employment. This
would normally be an H-1B visa for the
specialty occupations. An H-1b Visa
holder can work in the U.S. A. for up to
six years. J-1 students, however, may

be subject to a condition that they go
back to their domicile for a couple of
years after their study.

Despite the above, H-1B visa may
allow the ex-student to remain in the
U.S.A. permanently. During this time,
the most common way is to qualify for
employment based green card under
which one can get privilege of living and
working for a significant period of time.
Under employment based green card, a
student can get this opportunity, once
the USA based employer or company
sponsors him/her for that.

Each year 140,000 applicants
are awarded employment green card
worldwide. Each country receives equal
number of visas and or limited 7 percent
of 140000 green cards- no matter how
big or tiny countryitis. In this category,
Employers are required to show that
there are no U.S. citizens available who
are willing, qualified, and available for
the job at the time of application for a
visa. Thus, if one student simply meets

undergraduate foreign workers with a
minimum two years of job experience
or vocational training and certain
unskilled workers.

The green card process begins with
an application for a Labor Certification
(LO) from the U.S. Department of Labor
which allows the US employer to hire a
foreign worker to work permanently.
This is the first step in the green card
process which helps to prove there
are no american nationals who are
able, willing, qualified and available to
accept the job at the prevailing wage for
that occupation in the area of intended
employment and that employment of
the alien would not adversely affect the
labor market of the United States.

As of March 28, 2005, the U.S.
Department of Labor required the
implementation of new LC rules called
PERM system. Under new rules the LC
may be obtained within 45 days of time,
if otherwise not happened. On the
contrary, prior to the implementation

‘ ‘ Despite the above, H-1B visa may allow the ex-
student to remain in the U.S.A. permanently.

During this time, the most common way is

to qualify for employment based green card

under which one can get privilege of living and

working for a significant period of time. Under
employment based green card, a student can get
this opportunity, once the USA based employer or

company sponsors him/her for that.

this qualification, it will often open a
new door to his/her future career.

EB-2 and EB-3 under employment
based green cards are the most
common categories for getting green
to the students. The EB-2 category
includes professionals with Advanced
Degrees - a degree beyond bachelor’s
degree such as Master’s Degree or Ph.D.
or Bachelor’s Degree plus five years of
progressive experience- and persons
with exceptional ability in science, art,
education, business and athletics rather
than who fall under extra-ordinary
ability-EB-1.

The EB-3 category includes
professional, skilled and other workers
and may include: foreign nationals
with Bachelor’s Degree from the USA
or foreign equivalent Degree that
is required for the profession who
otherwise do not qualify for the EB-
1 or EB-2. It also denotes the skilled

of the new rules, approval on a LC
would take several months or years.
This is, therefore, the re-engineered &
quickest ever permanent LC process.
Among other requirements, the new
rules require certain attempts at
employment prior to the filing of the
LC application.

Once LC is approved, the employer
needs to file a petition -form I-140
with the USCIS to classify the worker
as an immigrant. In addition to these
procedures, effective as of July 31,
2002, 1-485 along with “Employment
Authorization” (EAD) and Advance
Parole (AD) can be applied at the same
time as applying for 1-140, provided
that the priority date is current. There
is sixty days comment period but
applicant can still file it immediately.

Due to
visas available for each particular

narrow numbers of

employment-based immigrant category

a year, a worker would have to wait
until a visa number is available before
he/she can finally adjust to permanent
resident status, therefore.

Besides, it is also possible for a
student to be eligible for the green card
through a family based sponsorship.
The easiest avenue is if one gets married
with a US citizen. In such a case, the
U.S. citizen/spouse has to file a petition
on behalf of him/her using form I-
130. At the same time, the student
has to submit an adjustment of status
application Form [-485. An application
for the employment authorization can
be submitted for the same.

Thereareothernumerousimmigrant
categories i.e. political Asylum, refugee
and diversity lottery etc. Applicants
are therefore advised to see the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services
website at  HYPERLINK "http://www.
uscis.gov/" www.uscis.gov for more
information and procedures.

As of the last notes, many
organizational reports would suggest
that- international students are facing
barriers to study and getting green
card- identifying thus the need for a
comprehensive strategy to enhance
their ability to pursue the lasting
opportunitiesin the States. Accordingly,
the one of the keystones of the wide-
ranging strategy is a proposal to amend
immigration law by eliminating the
unworkable intending immigrant test
whereby all international students
are required to prove that they do
not intend to remain in the USA after
completing their studies.

The market rumors follow thus:
there are a couple of re-engineered
proposals for international students
and scholars under consideration in
the Senate Judiciary Committee that
would make significant changes to the
US immigration law. The two would
include: the Chairman Arlen Specter’s
(R-Pa.) proposal, also known as the
Chairman’s Mark and Senate Majority
Leader Bill Frist’s (R-Tenn.) bill (S.
2454). The Chairman’s Mark has not yet
been introduced, but it has been widely
discussed within and outside of the
Congress. Let’s hope a comprehensive
immigration law in this regard would
come out and craft the luck of hundreds
of thousands of US based international
students in the days to come.

* This legal advisory has been printed as
originally submitted by the authors.
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(Above and right) Krishna Bahadur Mahara adresses a crowd of an estimated 200,000 from a podium, adroned with a banner with the face of the party's
Chairman Prachanda, at Khula Manch in Kathmandu. He is heading the Maoist team currently negotiating with the government. (Below, left to right))
Maoist commanders Prabhakar, Hisila Yami, Dinanatha Sharma and Dev Gurung on stage. (Bottom left) Winesses reported hundreds of buses full of Mao-
ist cadres entering the valley in the morning for this event. (Bottom right). People, many of whom were hoping to see and hear from the party's chairman
Prachanda and second in command Baburam, were curious about the event. Many residents of Kathmandu had feared the event would tumn violent, but
Maoist cadres were seen working with or singlehandedly managign the crowd and the peaceful event. All photos: Dambar Krishna Shrestha
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Interview with Nepathya

On 28 May, Nepal's folk-rock group
Nepathya performed a 45-minute
set at the World Village Festival in
Helsinki, Finland, as one of the event's
headliners. Nepali Aawaz caught up
with the band's front man Amrit
Guring and manager Kiran Shrestha to
talk about music, movies and politics.
[Ed: All answers are by Amrit unless
other wise mentioned.

How did Nepathya come about in

getting a major slot at this festival in
Finland?

It has been a long process and
a lot of correspondence. KEPA -
Finnish Organisation of Development
Cooperation — organises this Annual
event — called the world village festival.
It was a collaborated reasoning. The
politicalimportance of Nepal during the
recent times, Finnish Nepal Friendship
Association's effort and Nepathya's
work for peace and democracy in Nepal.

Top: Nepathya performs at the World Village festival in Helsinki,
Finland Left: Amrit Gurung of Nepathya meets with Mrs. Tarja
Halonen, president of Finland. Photos: Nepa-laya

Let me quote this statement - "The
main reason behind selecting Nepathya
for particiation at this festival is,
Nepathya's work realted to advocating
peace and democracy in Nepal during
the past years." says Pasi Rajander the
Chairman of Finnish-Nepal Friendship
Association - the host organisation
and coordinator of this trip. He adds
"Nepali community in Finland have had
a long wish to hear Nepathya playing.
Nepathya's music represents ‘home’
(Nepal). This has been a wish come true
for all of us."

Nepathya performed in Europe last year
too, but i'm sure this experience was
quite something else. How was it?

Last year it was a small event
— this time it is bigger and of more
importance. This was a big festival and
I am glad we now have an experince of
how festivals happen. Performing Rock
music to the country which has just won
the Eurovision (Lordi) was a challenge.
But I am glad people identified the folk
and ethnic ingredients of our folk-rock
songs. They enjoyed the rythm and
danced with us. I did have confidence
our music would run well amongst
international audience. This experinec
has proved my confidence. Our show

was the 2nd last event of the festival,
and ours was amongst the largest
in terms of audience gathering. (see
photo)

Where is Nepathya headed next, more
international tours or back home?

We have been more Nepal based
from the very biginning. From Finland
we head back. We need to start working
for a new album. We still ahve two
shows pending under of Nepathya forall
series. Kiran and me - we are scheduled
to be off to a Nepal tour to identify
places for our 3rd edition of Education
for Peace Tour, which wis scheduled to
happen duirng October - November
of this year. 2 years back we toured 15
places in the country. We now plan for
more places if not the same.

Amrit, you also met with the President
of Finland. Any plans of meeting with
Nepal's Prime Minister and expressing
or discussing any social-political
issues?

Meeting the Finnish President was
an oppurtunity. I am glad i could talk
to her about the present situation of
Nepal. She did remember Nepal from
her visit in 1990. (see our press release
on this) She was optimistic over the
political development in Nepal. I had
heard she has keen interest in art and
culture — thus I also presented her with
our 2 CDs — Bhedako Oon and Ghatana.
As far as meeting our Primeminister
is concered — I would definately like
to meet him and present him our CD
- Ghatana.

Nepathya was quiet during the people's
movement this April, despite protests
stages by many artists, musicians and
even models. Why?

Well - I do not think I need to
prove anything. The social campaigns
we have been involved with since
2002 (both Shanti ko Lagi Sikchya
tour and Sundar SHnata Nepal tours)
should not be considered seperate to
what the country has achieved. I do
not claim anyhting but we had been
raising voice for freedom of movement,
of assembling, of expression since
2002. We had been rasing voice for the
children of Nepal - to claim back their
school grounds from the warring side.
In addtion — we have always been part
of the Himsa Birosh Abhiyan.The only
thing we did not do was get invloved
with any political ideologies or sides.
We wanted and still want our children
to get access to education, many school
yards and public play ground still serve
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Top: Nepathya performs at the World Village festival in Helsinki, Finland.

as army camps. We still need to raise
voice to claim public possesion over it.
So, with the April movement we have
reached one climax but the show is not
over. Our challenge now lies in reaching
to people and help towrads motivating
to establish their supremacy. If we were
not seen and notieced when the curtain
rised, then I am glad. We have never
worked to get noticed. As the name
goes Nepathya does mean Back stage
and we are happy when we are left
unnoticed. The main point is poeple's
right needs to be restored and we all
should be aware of peope who play the
'blame' and 'credit’' game when there is
political changes in the country. FYI
— we had tied up with gurukul to put up
a show at there theater on the 25th and
26th of April. But due to curfews the
date had to be postposed to 5th and 6th
fo May. nepa-laya had volunteered two
shows one of Nepathya and Aavaas to
raise funds for the movement and show
solidarity to the movement. Together
with Kiran Manandhar's art camp, and
Biktram Subba's poerty recital — we did
raise a liitle more than 1 lakh rupees.
Half of it was given to a living martyre
of 1990 - Tara (the guy you climbed
Mahendra's statue). He lives in misery.
Half of the money as promised was
given to the Upachar Kosh.

Whatdoyouthinkoftherecentsocialand
political developments in the country
since the House of Representatives was
restored?

The current change was long due
to Nepal and we have got it. 'People are
powerful' - this is what has been proved
again. This a long awaited change in the

237 years of Nepal's history. I now see
a dawn of hope, and I think all of us
from all sectors and capacities should
work towards building the nation with
a positive energy. We do not have time
to complain, mistake will happen, and
deliveries will fail - but we must go on.

Bheda ko Oon Jasto, the documentary,
found success at home and abroad. Tell
us a little but about the upcoming "Sa-
Karnali through Dolpa."

[Kiran] I am glad Bhedako Oon
Jasto... did well. Though we did not have
any ambition with it when we made it,
I am glad it was credited to have crafted
a new way for independent filmmaking
in Nepal. I feel happy when young guys
take it as an inspirational film to get
into independent filmmaking. I am
also gald to have contributed to the
undecalred movement of 'popularising
documentaries' in Nepal. My new film
— 'Sa Karnali through Dolpa' - is again
a musical documentary. The footage
I collected during our trip to Dolpa in
the process of making the music video
of Sa Karnai was compiled and cut into
about 50 minutes. The film features
Bhusan Dahal - and shows his way
of shooting a video. It also features
Thinle, and through him I have tried to
tell a parralel story of Dolpa. Amrit's
seriousness in subjects he gets involved
is again one part of the film. The making
style of the film is similar ot Bhedako
Oon Jasto. There is fun, travel, music
and ethnographic as well as Natural
elements in the film. I hope people will
like it. I am reday to release it and nepa-
laya is coordinating with Jai Nepal Hall
people to find a date to release it.
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Above: Sangarsha Band performing in Doha, Qatar.
Left: Pop star Prakash Paudel also perfoms at the same event

Photos: Anushil Shrestha

T 90 SIEAT FERdORAT WA Gedl
EIHT SUTS Hgld YA RGH
TSI FATATHH AAAT WH Halcad
f@ ®9dd (F9), W& 9, A,
SAAITG ATMGH HEAWHT FFAeA  HUH
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Dharan Idol

Dharan native Sabin Rai and singer Robin perform at a fundraiser in Dharan; Photos: Anand Koirala

Anand Koirala
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8th Annual Image Awards

One the year's biggest musical galas,
the 8th Annual Image Award, is all set
to take place on 10 June. With Tuborg
beer as its main sponsor, the event
this year will be called the 8th Annual
Tuborg Image Awards. Shaka-Laka-
Boom noondles are co-sponsoring the
event. The show, scheduled to start
at 3:30PM, will be televised live on
Image TV from the venue Birendra
International Convention Center. It will
also be broadcast live on Image FM 97.9
(formerly KATH 97.9 FM).

The nominees for this year's
awards, 5 in each of the 25 categories,

were announced at a pre-awards
ceremony held at the Radisson Hotel
on 1 June. Image Channel's president
R.K Manandhar, along with his wife
and company's vice-presidents Indira
Manandhar and vice-president Mohan
Chandra Singh handed over certificates
to each of the nominated act. Image
Channel owns Image FM 97.9, Image
TV, and Image Metro TV. Image
Channel, with Nepali music video
pionner Bhushan Dahal, is also largely
credited for creating the Nepali music
video boom.

Helping the healers

The Friends of the Himalayan Healers
is all set to host their first benefit
concert on 9 June at the Birendra
International  Convention Center
grounds. With tickets priced at Rs. 100
(approx. $1.40), and top acts such as
Robin And The New Revolution and
197AD on the set list, the organzers
should have no problem raising funds.
The female fronted rock group Abhaya

And The Steam Injuns will also be
playing. While Robin is performing for
free-of-cost, the organizers said, 1974
AD and Abhaya and the Steam Injuns
are "perfomring at reduced rates."
Abhaya is also said to be personally
contributing to the funds. "100% of
the profits raised from the concert
will be used to the Himalayan Healer’s
start up funds for our community clinic

and to the next group of 10 student’s
trainings, as well as towards printing
our first set of business cards and
brochures," Robert Buckley, founder
of the Friends of the Himalayan
Healers, said in a press statement.
Friends of the Himalayan Healers is an
organization that trains people from
the "untouchable" castes in massage
therapy. "Once we are able to place our

students in spas and resorts outside
of Nepal this July/August the project
will attain financial sustainability and
generate a profit on it’s own - but at
this point, we are in real need of further
financial support,” Robert wrote in his
Blog.friendsofnepal.com on 8 March
this year. The organization is also
gearing up to open a theray clinic and
school in Kathmandu within a year.
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Top: Nepali laborers work in Qatar where temperature averages at 45° during the day. Below: Sending money home. Photos: Anushil Shrestha
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“People live in the society not the court room. So social
acceptance [of homosexuality] is more important.”

AN INTERVIEW WITH SUNIL BABU PANT, THE FOUNDER OF THE BLUE DIAMOND SOCIETY, AN ORGANIZATION THAT WORKS WITH AND FOR

SEXUALI MINORITIES IN NEPAL.

What has brought you to New York?

I am here to from the civil society
delegation to the United Nation
General Assembly special session on
HIV/AIDS, 31 May-2 June 2006. The
political declaration of the UNGASS
has been very weak, so I am actually
quite disappointed.

Many people in Nepal imagine that the
"west"is liberal and that homosexuality
is permitted and accepted. But its not.
In fact, Nepal may be more progressive
about the issue technically, since
homosexuality isn't really illegal, only
socially not accepted. What do you
think?

Homosexuality is not illegal but its
not legal either in Nepal. It may sound
better but if you think other way, its
may be even worse that homosexuality
is unmentionable in Nepal. But the
important point is people live in
the society not the court room. So
social acceptance is much important.
Heterosexuality is also not mentioned
by law but society accepts it.

Same sex marriages is still highly
controversial and in fact one of the
biggest debates in the US today [On
2 June, President Bush endorsed the
concept that "marriage” can only be
defined by a union of opposite sexes.]
Do you think it will ever be legalized in
Nepal, keeping in mind also the more

recent developments in Nepal such
as making the country secular and
liberalizing the process of obtaining a
citizenship amongst others things?

We are very hopeful for the
progressive future. But same sex
marriage may not even be the urgent
priority homosexuals in Nepal. The
right to live securely and basic freedom
are the issues that we are concerned
about, the level of social acceptance
and the general attitude towards sexual
minorities. The issue has to be debated
for awhile and society needs to be ready
to move on before we jump far. But
the next constitution may incorporate
equal rights for every one, and maybe
include marriage for same sex too.

Nepal's movement for democracy
peaked in April this year. Where has the
movement for sexual rights reached in
the country?

I think we need tolook at democracy
as a whole, which includes gender,
minority, social justice, equality,
security for all. The movement for the
political change towards democracy has
peaked but we still have to long for full
democracy which respects everyone
regardless of any base or background
including sexual orientation or gender
identity.

In the United States, religion-
Christianity- is the largest hurdle to

Metis, or transverstites, of Kathmandu are members of the Blue Diamond Society. Photo: Kashish Das Shrestha

accepting homosexuality. Its probably
the same in many other Christian
communities. What has been the biggest
obstacle in Nepal?

Iam not sure about the US, religion-
Christianity, but in Nepal its the gender
inequality, patriarchal social system,
believing on masculinity is good and
powerful and everything else is inferior
and second call or worse. This system
may have been firmly established in
Nepal by the country's most widely
practiced religion- Hinduism.

Earlier this year Sir Elton John made

a gesture in support of the sexual
minorities in Nepal. Tell us a little about
that.

We received a small amount of
funding from Sir Elton John Aids
Foundation which we think more of
as a recognition for our work rather
than an actual support, a recognition
that to us is extremely important
in what is otherwise generally a
hostile environment. The fund was
directed towards care and treatment
for HIV positive homosexuals and
trans-genders.
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Ethnic groups celebrate Soi Dhole Soil; Photos: Anand Koirala

Do you need to translate your Nepali documents into English?
$15/ A4 page.
Call us now at 718. 271. 3066
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KFCC hl hi: 718 321 2400

e-mail:kfccny@aol.com

Onboard Tours & Travel

Lowest fares available to
Kathmandu.
We also offer package tours to
other parts of Nepal as well as to
Tibet.

Call us toll free: 1-866-802-6439.
Email: info@onboardtour.com
Website: www.onboardtour.com
159 West 33 St. Suite #706,
New York, NY 10001
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NAIL SPECIALIST WANTED

NAIL SPECIALIST WANTED FOR MIDTOWN
MANHATAN

*SUNDAY OFF
*PAID HOLYDAYS
*BONUS PAID
CALL:

KRISH at 212 307 5777

NAIL REFINED
22 W56 ST 2 FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY-10019
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watch the WOTId Cup

Live on Big Screen

NEPALI MANDIR

Call for details 718.429.0313

34-11 62 ST 2FL
Woodside, NY-11377

www.nepalimandir.org

OWN YOUR HOME TODAY
With NO DOWN PAYMENT!

We work with over 100 Banks to find our
clients the best deals out there. That's why
we're able to offer 100% financing with
credit scores as low as 580.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL PEMPA AT

718-915-6664

We are third party lender
35-11 36th Street, Third Floor
Astoria, NY 11106

Tel: 718-915-6664

Fax: 718-204-2756

E-mail: info@criteriongroup.com
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FIFA World Cup Germany 2006

Its that time of the decade when the world
comes together to witness and take part in
the phenomenal event we love and know as
the World Cup! The games are being held in
Germany this year and will be aired live on
TV across the world. While the friendlies
have already begun, the first games will be
held between host nation Germany against
Costa Rlca, followed by Poland versus
Ecuador.

For football lovers that we Nepalis are,
we hope this game and its live broadcast
schedule (for US only) will help you make
sure you know well in advance which days
you are supposed to tell you boss you're

skipping work for health, family, cultural
and religious reasons. None would be a lie,
of course. A good day of rest with family
and friends, religiously watching games
that has become a global culture is perfectly
reasonable every four years!

Live on TV:

The live-cast times are Eastern Time
(ET).ABCisscheduled tobeginbroadcasting
the pre-game shows 30 minutes prior to
kickoff and ESPN or ESPN2 five minutes
prior to kickoff. ESPN or ESPN2 will also
broadcasthighlightsfromthe gamesontheir
World Cup Live, daily after SportsCenter,
usually at midnight-12:20am ET

Live online:

You can catch the action live on
"ESPN360.com." They have exclusive US
broadband video rights and will simulcast
the 52 games that will air live on ESPN or
ESPN?2.

Re-broadcasts:

ESPN or ESPN2 will re-braodcast all
the matches involving the US team, as well
as both semifinals and the finals. They will
be re-aired at various times within 48 hours
of each match; ESPN Classic or ESPNU will
air most other matches at various times
within 24 hours of each match

watch the WOTId Cup

Live on Big Screen

at
NEPALI MANDIR

Call for details 718.429.0313

34-11 62 ST 2FL
Woodside, NY-11377

www.nepalimandir.org










