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of the Amazon basin. In recent years he has coordinated
an intercultural and interdisciplinary research project
focused on the northwest Amazon region.

ix

ANDREA L. Barso.

Platform Anthropocene, 160 Riverside Blvd, 30E -
10069 New York, NY, USA

Email: andrea.balbo@planthro.org

Following his PhD at the University of Cambridge
(2008), Andrea conducted geoarchaeological research
at the Spanish Research Council (CSIC) and at the Uni-
versity of Hamburg. Since 2019 he has been employed at
the ALIPH Foundation for the protection of heritage in
conflict areas, based in Geneva, where his main focuses
are the linkages between climate change, conflict and
cultural heritage protection, and the role of documenta-
tion and ICT in cultural heritage protection. Co-founder
and CEO of Platform Anthropocene Ltd., Andrea leads
the development of a comprehensive interdisciplinary
web repository on the Anthropocene. He also main-
tains university teaching in archaeology, heritage and
human-environment interaction and acts regularly as
a scientific evaluator, rapporteur, and monitor for the
European Commission.

MARTIN BELL

Department of Archaeology, University of Reading,
Whiteknights, PO Box 217, Reading, Berkshire, RG6
6AH, UK

Email: m.g.bell@reading.ac.uk

Martin is an emeritus professor of Archaeology at
Reading University. His research interests are in
geoarchaeology, environmental archaeology, coastal
and maritime and experimental archaeology. He has
been involved in several experimental archaeology
projects, particularly the Experimental Earthwork
Project. He has been excavating coastal sites in the
Severn Estuary for forty years and has produced four
monographs on the prehistory of the Severn Estuary.
He believes that environmental archaeology has a
key role in finding sustainable strategies for nature
conservation. His most recent book Making One’s Way
in the World: The Footprints and Trackways of Prehistoric
People (Oxbow 2020) explores the ways in which we
can investigate prehistoric routeways and connectivity.
He is a Fellow of the British Academy and the Society
of Antiquaries of London.

Nicore Boivin

Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human
History, Kahlaische Strasse 10, 07745 Jena, Germany
Email: boivin@shh.mpg.de

Nicole was a director at the Max Planck Institute for
the Science of Human History in Jena, Germany.
The author of Material Cultures, Material Minds: The



Role of Things in Human Thought, Society and Evolu-
tion (Cambridge University Press 2008), she has also
been editor of several books, including Globalisation
and the ‘People without History’: Understanding Contact
and Exchange in Prehistory (Cambridge University
Press 2018). She has been awarded research funding
from many international bodies, including the Euro-
pean Research Council and the National Geographic
Society, is a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of
London, and holds an Honorary Professorship at the
University of Queensland.

CHrisTOPHER EvaNs

Department of Archaeology, University of
Cambridge, Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3DZ,
UK

Email: cje30@cam.ac.uk

Christopher was the executive director/director of
research of the Cambridge Archaeological Unit (CAU),
University of Cambridge until 2021. Having worked
in British archaeology for over forty years — with his
initiation to Fenland archaeology coming at Fengate
— following on from the Haddenham Project, he co-
founded the CAU with Ian Hodder in 1990. He has
directed a wide variety of major fieldwork projects,
both abroad — Nepal, China and Cape Verde (the lat-
ter sometimes involving Charly) — and in the United
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Inspired geoarchaeologies

Geoarchaeological research captures dimensions of the past at an unprecedented level of detail and
multiple spatial and temporal scales. The record of the past held by soils and sediments is an archive
for past environments, climate change, resource use, settlement lifeways, and societal development
and resilience over time. When the McDonald Institute was established at Cambridge, geoarchaeology
was one of the priority fields for a new research and teaching environment. An opportunity to develop
the legacy of Charles McBurney was bestowed upon Charles French, whose ‘geoarchaeology in action’
approach has had an enormous impact in advancing knowledge, principles and practices across
academic, teaching and professional sectors. Many journeys that began at Cambridge have since
proliferated into dozens of inspired geoarchaeologies worldwide. This volume presents research and
reflection from across the globe by colleagues in tribute to Charly, under whose leadership the Charles
McBurney Laboratory became a beacon of geoarchaeology.

Editors:

Federica Sulas is a senior research associate at the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research,
University of Cambridge. Her background is in oriental studies and African archaeology (BA Hons,
Naples) and geoarchaeology (MPhil & PhD, University of Cambridge). Her main research interests

are in landscape historical ecologies and water—food security.

Helen Lewis is an associate professor at University College Dublin School of Archaeology. Her
background is in archaeology and anthropology (BA, University of Toronto), environmental archaeology
(MSc, University of Sheffield) and archaeological soil micromorphology (PhD, University of Cambridge).
She mostly works today on cave sites in Southeast Asia, but she still loves northwest European Neolithic
and Bronze Age monuments and landscapes, and ancient agricultural soils.

Manuel Arroyo-Kalin is Associate Professor of Geoarchaeology at the Institute of Archaeology, UCL.

He is interested in the Anthropocene, human niche construction and historical ecology, and uses

earth science methods, including soil micromorphological analysis, to study past anthropic landscape
modification and anthropogenic soil formation. His main research focus is the pre-Colonial human
landscape history of tropical lowland South America, particularly the Amazon basin, where he is
engaged in the long-term comparative study of Amazonian dark earths.
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The McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research exists to further research by
Cambridge archaeologists and their collaborators into all aspects of the human past,
across time and space. It supports archaeological fieldwork, archaeological science,
material culture studies, and archaeological theory in an interdisciplinary framework.
The Institute is committed to supporting new perspectives and ground-breaking research
in archaeology and publishes peer-reviewed books of the highest quality across a range
of subjects in the form of fieldwork monographs and thematic edited volumes.
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