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1965 OCTOBER - DECEMBER

Grandpa diary

Monday 4 October Alan arrives Visited RMA Indian Army Museum with Iris & V
Tuesday 5 October Alan leaves

Saturday 9 October Alan arrives  Watched rugger match with iris at Well Coll
Monday 11 Oct Alan & Iris leave for London

Wednesday 20 October Iris arrives

Sat 23 October Mac arrives in England & comes here with Anne.

Alan arrives

Sunday 24 Alan leaves

Monday 25 October ‘Mac & Iris leave for Field Head’ (GP diary)

Friday 29 October Letter from Iris from Field Head

Thursday 25 November Mac & Anne arrive

Friday 26 November Mac & Anne leave

Field Head Dec. 2nd [handwritten]

My dear Alan,

OPF! [Our Provident Fund]. Couldn’t send you a wire - it arrived on Monday in the
middle of a blizzard when the telephone had just been connected. All I could do was
squeak at the Bank Manager but we were panting on the doorstep of the bank next
morning & have since bought a Telly, Transistor, ordered a carpet & are off to get a
canopied 4-poster bed! So if you want any assistance let us know, we’ll pay off the
projector. It all seems quite unreal & I think I shall soon tire of being able to go into a
shop without wild calculations & tremblings at the knees - but temporarily its heady...
Anne and I have been will-reading & needless to say she has learnt in 2 days what it
took me 2 weeks to master! Will try to get the shed finished but T. Edmondson hasn’t
reappeared as yet. Will ring him up. Am beginning to feel the pressure of Christmas
weighing on my subconscious & must tackle some lists. I'm forwarding your mail to
Worcester & hope that's all right.

Do hope the work goes well & you are keeping the fleas at bay - longing to have you
back to Ribena & chocolate biccys!

Must rush - Much love - Mummy



Sleeping rough

There 1s a good deal in the correspondence about my attempt to learn what poverty
was like. I was very influenced by George Orwell’s ‘Down and Out in Paris and
London’, and it may have been the fact that Orwell (according to Wikipedia - see
article on Arlington House, with photo) spent time in the Rowton Houses for homeless
people that led me to spend at least one night in one of the Rowton Houses. 1
remember it as a sobering experience - dirt, poverty, crowding. Here 1s the evidence
for at least one night. Room 908 - what a huge place it was, as the photograph shows.
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Religion

Before I started to write the account, I had a vision that my religious faith was
dribbling away fast from the first year of my postgraduate studies. Evidence from letters,
poems and other sources show that this was not so and the battle continued, though as I
think I wrote, towards the end, I began to lose mnterest in the restricted Anglican or



Protestant church of my youth. The following small indications will be placed in a wider
context.

I imagine that I received the term cards for the college Chapel every term - but only
one has survived (inscribed by Alec Graham, the chaplain).

WOODROFFE SOCIETY

Members of the Coll mwdoomcwallthewtinq:

which are held on S at 8,15 p.m. in the Chaplain’s
Rooms.
October 24
“Religious Themes in Modem Literature™
The Rev. Dr. F. W. Drvuisrone,
Chaplain of Oriel College
November 7
“Body, Mind and Spirit—and Biochemistry™
Dr. P. W. Kenr,
Student of Christ Church
November 21 {
“Personal Relationships™ A MICHAELMAS TERM, 1965
1



COLLEGE CHAPEL SERVICES

SUNDAYS: Holy Communion 8.15 a.m.
Evensong 6.0 p.m.
WEEKDAYS: Moming Prayers 8.0 a.m.
Evening Service 10.0 p.m.

3.

B e Tk, POt e Ty Gt
on ys, Preparation for Holy Communion
onm , Compline on other days.

Holy Communion at 8 a.m. on
Mon. Oct. 18, St, Luke.
Thurs. Oct, 28, St. Simon and St. Jude.
Mon. Nov. 1. All Saints’ Day.
Tues. Nov. 30, St. Andrew.

mg 121480 on Wednesdays, October 13, November 10, 17
and 24.

Ev will be sung at 6,30 p.m. on All Saints” Day,
Monday, November 1st,

A carol service will be held on Sunday, December 5th,
at 6 p.m,

A University Sermon is preached at 10,15 a.m. on each
Sunday in term, generally at St. Mary’s. A list of preachers
is to be found in the Lodge.

SERMONS

Oct. 17, THE CHAPLAIN.

Oct. 31. The Rev. V. K. Lipprerr
Canon of Chichester

Nov. 14. The Rev. J. H. Lanc
Assistant Head of Religious Broadcasting

Nov. 28. The Deax orF WORCESTER,

COLLECTIONS

A collection is taken at Holy Communion each Sunday.
On Sunday, October 24, a collection will be taken at both
services for Catholic work of rehabilitation in Korea,

The Chaplain expects to be in his rooms (4, 4) between
6.0 and 7.0 p.m. on most weekdays.

P.T.0.

The following has no date and no explanation - was I involved with this?



ANGLICAN STUDENT FEDERATION
CONSTITUTION

1. Name
The name shall be the Anglican Student Federation.

11, Aim.

The aim of the Anglican Student Federation shall be to assist the work of the Churches of the
Anglican Communion within the British Isles amongst students and to act as a channel of com-
munication between those who have finished their training.

ITL Trustees.
1. There shall be three trustees appointed by the Executive Committee,

2. Functions: (@) To advise the Executive Committes,
(5) To provide stability and continuity to the Federation,
(¢) To hold the monics of the Federation.
3. Term of Office
The term of office shall be three years, one trustes retiring annually, No trustee may serve

more than six consecutive years.
1V. Executive Committee: - — S—

1. Composition: There shall be a Chairman and cight ordinary members, of whom at least one
shall be from each of England, Scotland, [reland and Wales.

2. Election: By vote as the final business of the Delegate Conference.

3. Term of Office: From one Delegate Conference to the next.

4, Officers: The Executive Committee shall appoint from its members a Secretary and a
Treasurer,

5. Functions:

(@) To arrangean annual Delegate Conference and any other conferences as deemed necessary.

(b) To act on recommendations made at the Delegate Conference,

{¢) To receive and consider advice from the trustees,

(d) To receive and consider recommendations from plenary and other conferences.

6. Working:

(@) The Executive Committee shall meet not Jess than three times a year.

(b) Quorum. At least one half of the ordinary members and the Chairman or his deputy
(see (¢) below).

(¢) 1f the occasion should arise that a vole is necessary it shall be decided by simple majority.
Each member present shall have one vote except the Chairman who only has a casting
vote where necessary.

(d) Co-option: The Executive Committee and trustees, being unanimous, shall have power
to co-opt additional members to the Executive Committee where deemed necessary.

(¢) Inthe event of an e ncy where the Chairman is prevented from fulfilling his duties,
a deputy Chairman shall be elected unanimously by the Executive Committee.

And the following (in my hand) 1s more light-hearted. I was a fan of Ronald Knox.
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Bill Caldwell

Bill does not fit into any particular category - perhaps best under other
contemporaries doing postgraduate degrees. He was doing an M.Litt. I think at
Worcester, and we met there. He was an American, a serious haecmophiliac with lots of
health problems, lonely, but quite well-off. I started, I think, spending time and visiting
him out of fellow-feeling (and I think Alec the Chaplain encouraged me). But like
much casting of bread on the waters, 1t came back to me four-fold for he encouraged
me to use his nice flat in north Oxford when he was away - as indicated in the one
letter I shall include (of four cards and letters I have). When I was sick with food-
poisoning with Gill, it was to Bill’s flat that we retired - as described elsewhere. 1
wonder what became of him.
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In February 1966 I was in touch with Harry about Lady Clay’s worries about her
lodger, Ian Green. I reported to her that he saw Ian and that he seemed alright. Here 1s
the evidence - and also indication that Harry was looking out for possible funding for
me. (The reference, attached, was to the Covenanter’s Educational Trust, to whom 1
wrote - as explained elsewhere)

TEL. 47251 WORCESTER COLLEGE,

OXFORD.
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nown for the scream of its supercharger,
this big 6.8-litre car is capable of nearly
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wright Peter Ustinov.
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Finally, a strange one-off. I was in London in October 1965 and feeling romantic,
and also perhaps with nowhere to stay. So I chatted up a girl on the northern line. I
persuaded her to let me see her home and give me a bed on her kitchen floor (she had
a boyfriend with her). I noticed that she did not have proper curtains in her flat, so
persuaded my grandmother to give me some curtain material, which I sent to her. This
1s the first page of a two-page letter which she wrote to me in reply. (I did not meet her
again I believe).

14



10 October 1965 8, Ladbroke Square

Dear Alan,

... I'm glad you & Alec had a good walk, though all the slogging through the rain must
have been a bit dismal. Parents seemed to think Alec very nice & were glad to meet
him. ....P.S. I'm afraid you’ll never speak to me again. I hardly dare admit 1t, but I've
had my hair cut.... I'm sorry! At least it puts me out of the running as an emotional
problem!

13 November 1965

I was amused by your account of the picking-up episode ending in the beautitul climax
of neurosis-discussion & sleeping on flea-infested kitchen floors. How awful that you
had to resort to a doss house - but interesting - you should write 1t up for the Guardian
or something - or whatever they’re called - you should have come & claimed some
floor space or at least picked up your sleeping-bag. Mrs. W. continues to be the
paragon of generous land-ladies... I'm very glad your mother is really better. That must
be a relief for everyone. How nice for you to have both of them at home now - it must
be quite strange. And it must be very strange for them to be back in England
permanently. ...I'm sorry I wasn’t back that Sunday evening. It happened to be my
birthday too, so it would have been nice to see you, .... It was marvellous to have your
sleeping bag, by the way, & v. nice of you to have produced it. ...

It must be strange to be in the Lakes for so long. It really 1s extremely kind of you to
mvite me over Xmas. I do teel this would be an imposition on your poor parents 1st
Xmas at home for ages. But I'd love to come & see you some time during the vac if this
would really be alright.

[Notes by Alan: Mrs W - good landlady; M & D at house - rituals et (power cuts:
snow); Grant (OG)/OPF; Z’s parents; London/ first claustrophobia - ‘poor Zoé’;

sociology course; my problem; statistics; Rhodes; Stats. Method; Firth; card to Marg &
Gill. |

3.12.65 LSE Wednesday
[at top in red biro” Sorry about out-of-date-ness of this now.’]

Dear Alan,

I intended to write a longish letter, having felt disturbed all day about this morning,
but now I don’t think there’s much point.

There are just a few things to say. First I am sorry. You are such a strange mixture.
When you first said that you felt largely self-sufficient & unable ever to be vulnerably
involved, I suppose I didn’t really know what to make of it, since I find it hard to accept
that any one can be so, whether they want to be or not. But I certainly chose to take you
at your word.

And of course I still don’t know what you're thinking now, since maybe your thesis
about absence making the heart or the hurt or whatever grow easier, really does work.
Anyway, I hope it 1s so.

15



I do think it’s unfair, or just plain wrong, of you, to assume that I manage to be the
master of relationships, & not on the suftering end. But that’s another matter.

I hope anyway that the friendship’s not impaired. Whatever you say, you must have
mtended to make me feel guilty. And in that you succeeded, though I'm still not quite
sure over what.

Have a good week. Than-you tor the stockings - they're lovely. See you next week, if’
not at the week-end. Love, Zoé

P.S. Thursday.

Thank you for your letter this morning. I'm glad things did look brighter. No, don’t
apologise - there’s no need. I had been thoughtless, & rather selfish.

What were you doing in the Graduate C.R.? I was in there form 5 to 5.30 writing
this letter before going to my music class. How odd.

I'm glad about the wanting to stay friends bit, & it would be lovely to come for
Christmas, 1f 1t’s really alright with your parents. - no, on 2nd thoughts, I'll decide next
week about when & how to go home.

By the way, I'm mystitied about how you knew to get 9 and half - very clever. Mrs.
Wetherall, by the way also, has joined the band of your admirers.

Till next week, Love, Zoé
Wehatever it 1s you teel for me, thank you.

As described above, Zoé came to spend Christmas with our family.

Christmas Eve: 1965
To Zoé

The night ticks towards Christ’s coming
And deep in the shadows beasts slouch,

A stillness is here, amidst the cackling women.
But both Christ and you seem far away

And only this bare room 1 feel.

The oaken floors and walls, the yellow cover
And the weight of supper.

With tired hands I push away the curtains,
The laughter and the protections

And feel again the restless emptiness

Of suffering. My nerves lie near the surface
And every silly word and silly present

Brings bitterness - the unrealness

Of this cosiness 1s unbearable.

Instead I would think on you,

Your child-like smile and woman’s body;
Your old hands and deep eyes.

But you are one of them - surrendering
Your poisoned body to the choking

World - singing sweet lies to every passing youth.
I stretch out, and am rebuffed.

It 1s right and the lesson - that love 1s

Not enough - must be learnt. I push
Warmth away and seek for cold and

16



Cannot find the cleanness and purity

I once knew. Each action 1s a compromise
And when I seem to speak in earnest
Am mocked - as Christ was mocked.
Blood - streaming through the shrieking night - the crowd cries
For my body and with Christ

I am born into this conflicting

World: Joy in moments and

Long suffering and above all separation.
Voices of ‘good cheer’ in another
Room and here the ticking

Of the clock. Lord forgive

Me - and forgive those 1

Cannot love: my dearest ones.

You come to draw me back,

And will betray me with a kiss.

Kissing - no you do not sink

To that. Or perhaps you know

My heart too well. I

Would that I knew yours.

Forgive me Zoé.

A small card with

To Alan Macfarlane
10U
£5-2-6d

signed Zoé  27.12.65

31 December 1965  Glenridding, Penrith

Dear Mr & Mrs Macfarlane,

This 1s just a note to thank you very much indeed for all your kindness in having me
to stay last week .... It was lovely to be with you, and very generous of you to share your
first Christmas together as a family for such a long time. ... a very happy New Year to
you all, and thank you again very much indeed for a lovely Christmas. Yours, Zoé

17



1965 OCTOBER - DECEMBER - RESEARCH

Keith sent me a short note on 10 November

Dear Alan,
How are things going?
When would you like to meet next?  Keith

To this I replied on 16 November from Field Head, Ambleside

Dear Mr. Thomas,

Thank you for your letter. The work is going very well and I will send you the next
chapter and a longer letter, suggesting a time to meet etc., at the end of the week. The
only slight hitch has been my grant. After 3 weeks the ministry have just got round to
replying to that letter you sent. They now say that they will give me the grant but that ‘it
will be necessary for you to ask your supervisor to write to the Department to confirm
that your studies from Oxford (I told them I'd be working in Essex, London and in the
Lake District) form a necessary part of your approved programme of post-graduate
studies and that he approves of your proposals’. Could you possibly do this tor me? 1
enclose an addressed stamped envelope and a covering letter. Sorry to bother you with
this, but I'm having to borrow oft my parents etc.

I hope you are getting time away from tutoring in which to finish the book. I look
forward to discussing things with you in two or three weeks.

Yours sincerely,

I wrote a week later on 23 November Outgate, Nr Ambleside

Dear Mr. Thomas,

I enclose the next chunk of writing; I hope it 1s not too indigestible. As you'll see, the
footnotes in the earlier section have become overweight, a fault emphasized by my
iability to estimate how much room to leave at the bottom of the page. The reason for
this 1s that I am loath to spend too much of my thesis outlining the legal machinery of
the courts when there is so much material to deal with. The consequent cramming and
argumentative footnotes aren’t much better than dealing with the problems at more
length. You'll also see that I've not interposed much interpretation of the facts; this will
come later. I enclose a few xeroxes of maps in Felix Hull’s thesis on agriculture in C17
& C17 Essex. Perhaps you will see some significance i the maps I've drawn; I haven't
noted any very obvious correlations yet. [in margin in Alan’s hand ‘not been through’|
Finally I enclose a letter from Ipswich which may interest you, I expect you know this
already. My passage on Assizes outside Essex 1s the weakest part of the Chapter, and
will possibly have to be re-written. As you'll see I've not been through the Ely records. 1
went to Cambridge, but Mrs Owen said you’'d spent a week there looking through them
so 1t seemed pointless to duplicate. She said you hadn’t been through the Elizabethan
material - pretty thin on the ground as it is - so I went through that and have one case
which I can send you if you're mterested. I would be most gratetul if you could let me
know about the other Ely stuff. You’ll probably have been through Northern circuit
recognizances also, which Ewen missed (Appendix 2).
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Already the Appendices are growing and with the 200 odd cases from the
Archdeaconry courts, nearly all unprinted, it doesn’t look as if there’ll be much room
for the 480 odd correct Ewen 1 cases. (You'll see that I've abbreviated Ewen I to E.)
Perhaps a very contracted list of cases will be necessary tor the examiners?

As I told you on the phone, the Commissary records look as if they will be
inaccessibly by next October - all 15 tons of them! Thus my major chunks of material
still to search are a) King’s Bench b) Borough court. I'll also have to follow up some of
the individuals we’ve already tound - in local records. I've started analysing Hattield
Peverel and 1t is proving most fascinating. Though there are no parish registers there is
a very detailed court roll 1556-1600 for the old Priory, now a manor. All the people
mvolved in the witchcralt accusations - Wilmott, Waterhouse, Frauncis, Cocke appear
here. There are over 1,000 references to Hatfield in the Archdeaconry records alone -
and over 100 wills. Luckily I've managed to persuade my mother, just retired from
India, to learn C16 handwriting and she 1s helping me with what, as you can see, 1s a
pretty large effort of reconstruction. Incidentally, in the earlier court book for the
manor of Mudgon Hall (the other manor in Hatfield Peverel - owned, interestingly
enough, by the Bishop of London, Aylmer) starting in 1499 there 1s an entry on the first
page as lollows:

(In a list of place names of Hatfield Peverel and Ulting, made m 1018 -
[I then give a five line account of a suicide, and 15 line strange account of a prophecy
from Hattield Peverel in the Assizes] ...

Hatfield, in itself, would be worth a book. I hope also to cover the next door village of
Boreham which has poor manorial records but has both churchwardens accounts from
1560 and parish registers - and 4 witches.

Incidentally in the P.R.O. i the Calendar of Carew Mss, 1575-1588, p. 425, nos.
010 I came across the following ‘A Note of the Acts Handled in the last Session of
Parliament, 1580° - May 16. The acts that passed ..... Against witchcralt and sorcery .....
(vol. 632, p.88) Have you any idea what this reterring to? I haven’t had a chance to
follow it up yet. [in margin in Alan’s hand ‘Irish. See if same. P.R.O. Cal. St. Pap. Jas. I,
vol.8, no.5s, Notes for amendment of Witchcraft Statute’|

I will be in Oxtord on Friday and Saturday (26 & 27 Nov.) and could see you any
time - at your convenience. But you probably won't have time to look at all this by then
and perhaps the following Saturday (4th) or Sunday (5th) would be better. If you could
drop a card in College (without a stamp - otherwise 1t will be torwarded) I will pick it
up.

I hope all goes well with you and the book keeps moving. I look torward very much
to discussing things. Yours sincerely,

It 1s not clear when we met, perhaps around 4th or 5Hth as I suggested, for my mother
wrote me a letter with the exciting news of the arrival of her Provident Fund on
December 2nd, suggesting I was away then for a few days.

It looks as if the piece I sent Keith was my first systematical sociological analysis
based on the records. I probably sent him chapters on the Assize records and Quarter
Sessions as well. Here I will include seven pages from the 30 page essay on Assizes, and
leave on one side the 16 page essay on Quarter Sessions.
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I include as much as this since this was my first real foray into data analysis and the
move from impressionistic to quasi-statistical analysis. Keith read it with his usual
vigilance and his tiny pencil marks can be seen from time to time. The over-long
footnotes for which I apologised can be seen at the start.

PROSECUTTONS IN THE ASSIZE COURTS3.

T $egrevin PROCEDURE.

As was seen in the previous chapter, witchcraft was a felony between
1542 and 1547 and again between 1563 and 1736. As such, supposed witches
were tried at the Assizes. The records of this_cpéyt ;onsequently contain
detailed information concerning prosecutions.1
Twice a year, in the Lent and Trinity vacations, two judges rode
through the counties holding assizes of two to four days length in each
county town.2 A calendar of Justices of the Peace and other officials,

which also included prisoners in gaol was first read.3 Officials deposited

their records: examinations and informations from the justices of the
peace,4 presentments from the hundred constabieé, and inquisitions from
- the coroners.5 The grand jury was then called and sworn. It consisted
L of between thirteen and twenty-three lesser gentlemen from many of the
hundreds.6 They examined presentmenzgrand decided whether they were
'true bills' or should be dismissed as 'ignoramus'.7 Bills passed by
them provide the indictments which Af¢ make up the bulk of the

remaining material. The court then divided into the civil and criminal

e
e

sides, with one judge for each.9

The first indictment was then read and the mamed accused called
to the Bar. The prisoner was asked if he pleaded guilty or not guilty,
and the next was summoned until 'so many are arraigned as will serve for
a petty Jury to pass upon at and.lo Those who confessed were put on one
side until the time of Judgement.ll The petty Jurors were then called
= by the Sheriff, their names read, and the prisoners given a chance to

challenge them.l2 Witnessee against the accused were then publicly callad
for,ambexaminations of the accused taken before the justices of the peace

1. For a detaileq discussion to these documents see the introduction to Ewensl
2. This account is based on the Introduction to T.G.Barnes, (ed), Somerset

REFPFA/P1E1 Assize Orders,1629-40, (Somerset Record Society,vol.LXV), and
Henry Twyford's contemporary The Office of the. Clerk of Assize, (1676); all
quotations are from the latter,unless otherwise stated. :

3. Where material relevant to witcheraft prosecutions is to be found an
example from Appendix | (Addenda and Corrigenda to Ewen) will be cited
For examples of gaol calendar references see Appendix | ~{3}. The gaol ;
del?very roll, which is even more important in the study Bf witchcraft since
it included the sentence passed on the accused, was a more formal document
Necessa?ily it was compiled during and after the trial. For a fuller S
discussion of these two records see Ewen:l,pp.97-8.

(for notes 4-12 see following pages)
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were- read to the jury,if theywre evidence for the Crown.'Then if the
Prisoner desire that any Witnesses should be heard for hi4y they must be
called also, but they shall speak without Oath,unless the Fact be under
Felony...' When the group of prisoners was large enough the jury retired

(notes from previous page)

4. Ewen:l,p.54 found neither examinations nor informations in the Home
Circuit records, though he gave an example of the latter from the Assizes
of the Isle of Ely. There are examples in the Quarter Session records
(for instance Q/SR. 67/44-6), but deposition books for the Home Circuit
must have perished. Detailed examples of examinations and depositions
at the Assizes are to be found in the various Essex pamphlets; for their
contents and accuracy see Ch. .
5. Ewensl,p.60 remzrked that 'one would have expected the coroner's
rolls and inquisitions to be full of verdicts of death by witchcraft,
but the writer has never seenfany entry but felo de se, visitation of
God, homicide,murder, or misfortune. Possibly,as in some of the gaol
calendars ythe word murder is used to include death by witchcraft.' Mr.
R.F.Hunnisett of the Public Record Office informs the writer that in
his reading of medieval and sixteenth century coroner's records he has
not come across a verdict of murder by witchcraft¥ Ewen includes among
his indictments some inquisitions (for instance pos.122, given in full
transcript on pp.81-2) and he missed them occasionally (Appendix nos.1,7).
These,however, are not taken from coroner's records.
6. The importance of the Gramd Jury in a witchcraft prosecution was .
recognized by Richard Bernard when he wrote A Guide to Grand Jury Men, e
divided into two bookes: In the First, is the Authors best advice to
them what to doe, before they bring in a Billa vera in cases of Witcheraft,
with a Yhristian Direction to such as are too much given upon every
crosse to thinke themselves bewitched. In the Second, is a Treatise
touching Witches good and bad, how they may be knowne, evicted,condemned,
with many particulars tending thereunto,(1627). From this it is clear
that the grand jury could examine suspects and witnesses. Their responsibility
was thus considerable. Bernard (p.25) states it explicitly when he says it
is better to write Ignoramus than billa vera ' and so thrust an intricate
case upon a Jury of simple men, who proceed too often upon relations
of meere presumptions...' The final decision was with the jury of 'life
and death', the petty Jury, a fact recognized by Perkins (Damned Aré...,p.218)
when he warned this jury not to shed innocent blood.

All punishments for witchcraft therefore needed the consent of
a siaable group of the minor gentry. This argues against theories which
place the total blame for prosecutions either with the (Dsuperstitious
lower classes, with the clergy, with the judges, or with individual
'witch—hunters;, It isﬂﬁ&us important to determine when this group became
sceptical. The ggilauingmgnaph shows when bills were rejected as 'Ignoramus’'.
Occasionally this was on technical grounds, an incorrect bill had been
'proffered, but towards the end of the period we see a definite tendency to
reject bills more frequently. It seems likely that this signified a change /
in the attitude of the minor gentry, now more sceptical of witchcraft /

prosecutions. '
| \ et sloetle o TS Srefre
@« roles T— (2 s and pag ;4, (8

-
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with a list of prisoners 'for their better direction and help of their
memory to know who they have in charge'. Finally they returned and gave "
their verdict of guilty or not guilty, whereupon the Judge passed sentence.
Larzely formal enquiries were also to be made as to the felons goods A
and whether he or she fled after committing the crime.2

Thus in the indictment we have a summary of the whole trial; the
opinion of both jmmies, the sentence and details of the crime and
those involved.3

(notes from previous page)

T. For the ‘difference between a presentment and an indictment see Ch. P.
(chapter on Q/S) and Ewen:l,pp.74-5. There is only a slicht difference.
8. Indictments are in Latin and on parchment. Usually there are separate
indictments for diffeeent accusations against one perspn. During the
interregnum they were in English. They ought to incilude CountysName,
i surname,address, and description of the indicted; the time and place of
the offence; the name,surname, address, and descrintion of the person
offended or on whom the offence was committed (in the case of infants
pargntaze and age should be added); If the offence was not perpetrated on
aﬂ §Hﬂi§a the kind, colour, value and ownership of the thing upon which
the offence was committed should be included; the nature of the offence.
7 Omissions and mistakes did not often cause the rejection of the bill.
For a more detailed explanation and sixteen examples with their
translations see Ewen:l,pp.75 seg. and for some abbreviated indictments
. Appendix '~ (Addenda & Corrigenda to Ewe )
9. It was at this point that the Clerk ofRGaol PELINéF4 £iled up the
recognizances for the appearance of witnesses and accused (Twyford,og.cit.,
p.T); Ewen:l,pn56,7,prints two recognizances concerning witchcraft but
omits them in his calendar of cases,examples will be found in Appendix '
(Addenda to Bwen{l4).
10. Barnes,op.cit.,p.xviii, says this was usually 'seven or eight'; Twyford,
op.cit.,p.10 says that the Judge decided the number.
11. Only a very few cases of a prisoner pleading guilty occur in the
Essex records; see Ewen:l,pp.59-60 for examples of those who pleaded =
guilty and were neverthless found not guilty . For a general discussion
of the numbers who confessed and pleaded guilty see the previous Chapter,p.l€,

4+ o note l. Yo tages o cccnsed "g&l}_ # 'put kauulqu‘ m~ Gvd D ooy ) hemce
pr 3 e ) o da " +dant Cepcet,, £2F) he nd ot
12, The status a:xfi qua 1§icat10§:s"fg£*servicéw h;‘%et(t‘?‘:)“ﬁy a:‘-? a e

little obscure. If the Grand Jury consisted of the minor gentry it seems
reasonable to suppose that they consisted principally of the yeoman and
ARATL A#£L trader class. Jobn Gaule implied this in 1646 when he argued
- that 'these Twelve good men and True' should not be Impannelled of the
o i sl 3B ordinary Country People: but of the most Eminent Physitians,Lawyers and
2 Divines...'(Gaule,Cases...,p.194).This echoes Bernard's remark (cited n.6,
& o on the previous page) about a 'Jury of simple men'. Writing of the
- )¢ 7 Lincolnshire Quarter Sessions, Peyton gf{fg#/ff4f explains that 'For the
LA trial of prisoners at the bar, Hale states that fifteen days before the
sessions, a general precept was directed to the sheriff to return
twenty-four men, in order that twelve might be sworn should they be
required. On the other hand, he describes as the common practice, a casual

arrangement whereby jurymen were picked up in court as they might be Jd
fe ded! ?(P' U3 1|G Crvown ; o, :—fw-‘—l) .’ SA Ptjhh (03), Inudes 2 D17 y n y .
% naker R$5TMme Poks ‘afh.m_ ..... fbhc.ﬂng.Svc- e 25/ 3, .. 5 “
‘F" n.l:’;'u?‘r?"(, This be‘y‘; agples W Tha Asgires P(Ma'l well . s > 8 ) r [exii,
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I1I1. ANALYSIS OF CASES.

The following statistics are based on the indictments, inquisitions

and gaol records (both calendars and delivery rolls) preserved for Essex.

These somewhat different sources are treated as identical and are usually

eéllag_by the group name ‘indictment’. Indictments are by Bar the most
numerous of the surviving types of record; there are half a dozen inquisitions
1
and 23 persons mentioned in gaol calendars or delivery rolls alone.
Types of offence.
Of the punishable offences listed in the witchcraft statuties the
following appeared in the Essex Assizes.2
TABLE 2: Offences at the Assize court.
Number of cases. Number of persons
involved

lInvocation of evil spirits 28 29 (18=1645)
~Using dead bodies for witchcraft 1 1

Treasure-seeking ~ by " 6 9

Seeking lost goods " w 3 3

Injuring/killing people or property 460 270

Causing love by -l - =

'Intent' to murder/injure 2 2

Fortune telling 1 1
"Consulting' witches 1 1

Uncertain [ 1e? : 1 1

X “',’I,Ja( % X ( f;.j ’tu)

Some of the cases and personé overlap from different categories,
for instance most of the persons under ‘inwecation' were also accused of
'injuring/killing people or property'. Thus the true totals of cases and
persons in the Essex Assizes accused for §ctivities associated‘with

witcheraft are less than the sum of the above table. In fact some 503 -
l. BEwen in his statistics also does not distinguish these sources. The dates
of the gaol record references are as follows: 1582,1582,1583,1585,1586,1609,
'1619,1620,1626,1628,1631,1634,1634,1634,1638,1638,1639,1641,1644,1653,1656,
1659,1660. All these name g individuals as witches who do not appear in the
indictments. For a discussion of the process of making gaol records see p.l n3
above; for examples see Appendix 1l,p.2.

2. For the Table of offences see. Che2.peTi v oo explondion z’m ™ easing ,‘,
H;L‘u pﬂ,e,c-u( Wwes Uaww o B et Qosy d4 Hoeve n o w (R
{:uaus

(;fg‘?} :
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other was the exceptional Edmund Mansell of Fingeringhoe, yeoman, otherwise
of Feeringe, clerk. At Wivenhoe, by 'magic art', he burnt a barn, sfable, and
goodé of arwivenhoe man.1 In half the indictments a verdict of guilty was
found , but in the two cases where E£i§ was the only accusation the verdict
was not guilty. Three of the casee occurred in 1582, the other three
between 1587 and 1591.
Age distribution of accused and victims(human).

The age of the accused is never given and we can only infer from
other sources or from their marital position that they were usually old
enough to be wives or widowsjand in three cases we know that they were
young enough to be pregnant. The age of the victim, on the other hand, is often
given,and where this is not so it is often stated that he or she is 'son of'
or 'daughteeugg' another person.It seems likely that this was only done
when the(persoﬁ)was a child. In the cases where death was caused, the
following ages of victims are given: one unboon child,2 one which languished
from the age of seven days to a year old, children aged 3,3,3,6,9 months
and 1,1%4,2,2,3,3,3,4,4,4,4,5,5,5,6,8,8,9,10,11 years./From this an average
age of 3 years 8 months appears. There were also two 'infants' and 46 'son/
daughterﬁgflﬁpgxsons « We only know the age of five children_mgde ill; three
ogwthese were 1} years, the others 1 and T years. There were 14_7;;;7daughter[
and 1 infant. SN

TABLE 4: Age of people bewitched to death in the Assize records.

=3 Under 3 months 4 months and over )
P°r1°d-47 (including ‘infants') (includes 'son/daughter')  1°T ggfsf‘"°a
1. 3 16 42
g : 4 28 100
i 4 1
b " - 161 %5 S
5 - 16 35
6
o 2 10
Total 7 67 233

1. There is a full transcript of this case E.Ip.85. Ewen was uncertain whether
the other case of burning of a barn #mvolved witchcraft (p.l45.n.). However,
the 1582.Pamphlet (D.7) makes it clear, in the remark of Alex Baxter that

her spirits were employed &nd 'bumnt Rosses with corn', that this was so.

2. E.145. Compare Elizabeth Frauncis who destroyed her own illegitimate child
with a drink, before it was born, on the advice of her familiar (1566.P. p.318)

3. The numbers in the following tables represent the following twenmy-year N
_periodss 1. 1560-79 2.1580-99 3.1600-19 4. 1620-39 5.1640-59 6.1660-79.
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nearly half the total, and the dominance of the agricultural profeasion.
The cloth industry, represented by the 4 tailors and 1 weaver, only makes
a slight appearance. It will be remembered ,that this table only gives us
an indication of the social level of some 20%¢ of the accused females.

TABLE 7: Occupation of the victims of witchcraft or their relatives.

Period 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total

labourer 2 3 - - -1 6
husbandman 1 1 - - 2 - 4
yeoman 6 1 - - 8 1 16
gent - = - =1 - 1
bricklayer l1 = = =1 - 2
carpenter l = = - - - 1
fletcher R G I
basket-maker l = = - - - 1
glover 2 e w w w oa D
tanner l = = = - = 1
sailor 2 1 - -2 - 5
weaver 1 ey o @ w2 L
smith = 1 = = e ow 1
miller R T
butcher - e o = L @ )
mason T T

19 8 - -16 2 45

Most striking in the above table is the high proportion of yeomen,
over 30% of the sample, whereas the number of labourers has dropped
considerably when compared to the table of the accused. This suzgests a
social polarization betwefﬁ\??cusora and accused. Another difference is that,
though the occupation of “tess victims is known, 12 non-agricultural trades
are listed as opposed to 6 for the accused. Together with the fact that
407 of the victims were in non-agricultural occupations, compared to 22% of
the accused this suggests that there was a flow of accusations betwsany from
small artificers and tradesmen towards agricultural workers. Once again,
however, the cloth industry, here represented by the glovers and weaver,
seems to be of no particular significance.

Marital position of accused persons.

It has been noted above that 9 of the 23 men accused of witchcraft had
wives who were also witéhes. It is probable that one a number of occasions

the fact that a person was married was not statod.l Thus it would be wrong

1. For a sample check of this from what we know from other sources see p.
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with the highest figure in April. The deaths from these bewitchingswire also
highest in the spring, particularly in February, and sunk to a low figure

in the autumn, re;;;ing the lowest poiﬁ;_;;-Septenber. November, however, was
a lone peak of high mortality.

PICURE 2: Date of commencement of bewitching causing illness to humans.

B G i e e R T
i j Hi i | ) o buwhiiiy
15'# | : A B RS B
Number ’"f'ﬁ\\g ;)’\§5 RS i ,;ff\\g¥f7f”“ffi"fﬁfiﬁ'f
= bai bt ,.:..._‘._._l, SR ImERe - a5 . ?_ $ ,v 5 4 ‘\* F8 N SRR
cases : i i : i PR
ok i AN s R
- Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Qct Nov Dec

Again the spring, particularly February and April , were the most common
months for the commencement of witchcraft illness and again the autumn,
particularly September and Uctober, were quiet months. The main difference is
that July and August were also months of considerable activity in Figure 2.
The date of the ending of witchcraft illness is not usually stated, since
the victims were usually still languishing. It is interesting, however,
that no-one recovered from witchcraft in the dangerous months of February

and April, while there is a single isolated healthy spell in July.

FIGURE 3: Date of bewitching of animals.
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March to August was a consistently likely time for witchcraft to
animals, while September to January show a uniform lessening of cases.
One interesting feature is the day of the month on which the bewitching
or death was supposed to occur. A striking feature is the number of times the

first day of a month is mentioned. For instance 1/6 of the 226 dates mentioned

*

During this period I was analysing the cases by putting them onto cards, and then re-
arranging these. I was also continuing to use the ‘one fact one card’ method which I had
learnt from Brian Harrison. Using this I was able to write the more qualitative accounts
of various topics, by indexing my books and other notes onto the 5 by 3 inch cards cut
mn half and then putting them under headings. A small example of what I was doing 1s
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worth including, though it should perhaps go earlier. [This scan is at low quality and
could be improved.]

This selection relates to the background for the previously described essay on
‘Cunning Folk’ or white witches. The first tenth of the subject index on ‘expenses’ is
as follows:
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Also a small part of the subject index headings:
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1965 OCTOBER — DECEMBER OTHER RESEARCHERS

Margaret Bowker

Another short correspondence about ecclesiastical records was with Margaret
Bowker. I cannot recall meeting her, though I remember that her husband John was
mentioned in my undergraduate years as a charismatic evangelical clergyman.

) 7/11/65. Field Read,
Outg:te,
Nr.Ambleside,
Westmorlund.

Daar Mrs.3owker,
Recently I was told by a former

Cambridge undergraduate that you have worked on
ecclesigstical court records, and especially on
the archdeaconry of Dedlford. I am working for a
D.Phil. on the sociology of witcheraft prosecutions
in C16 % C17s and am finding this sourcs most
useful, if tangled. looking through the dibdliography
in Brinkworth (T.I.H.S.lgd}.p.%’) I sees no
mention of anything on Bedford, tut this would
of course be far before your work. I woonder if
you could confira or deny the report, and if
you do that JLffFF/ former give me a reference to
any published or unpublished but available work
you bave completed on e sudject. Unfortunately
the Bodleian catalogue is rnot availadle to me
here and anyhow you may have written under your
muiden name. I you are still interested in this
source I would grestly sppreciate sn opportunity
to talk t0 you some time about it as I am
senvinced that it is one of the most {mportant
and under-used thers are.

Incidentally, I may be completely wrong, but
a Jobn Bowker from my college, Worcester, Oxford,
(with whom I only have a slight acquaintsnce -
coffes and listening to a talk) is chajzlain st
a Cambridge college - he doesn't happen to be
your husband does he ? If ke is please send him
By, und more significantly Alec Oraham's regards
(Alec - the Worcester chaplain - bus been staying
with “).

Sbrry to bothar you with this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Macfarlane

n'" /7‘\3&!(‘ Bestar
(};\ﬁ‘V‘-‘gk4&5¢‘

—— \AL“’%.'%*'

’
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5 Spens Avenue,
Tel: Cambridge 55199, Cambridge.

23rd November, 1965,

Dear Mr.MacFarlane,

Thank you very much
for your letter. T am married to the
John Bowker of Worcester College and
Alec Graham introduced me to him!

I am working primarily
on the state of the clergy before the
“English Reformation. I am therefore
working a lot on ecclesiastical court
records, and particularly those for the
Diocese of Lincoln. T am publishing a
Diocesan court book with the Lincoln
Record Society at the beginning of next
year ( or rather it goes to press then),
and T have worked on some archdeaconry
records. There are a lot of references
to witcheraft in the biocesan court books
and =ome ambiguous ones in the archdeaconry
books. The references you will easily
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find.in the appropriate hand books, but
if you would let me know whether you are
only interested in Bedford or whether you
would like some more general references,
I will send you a list.

' ~Yours sincerely,

Dear Mrs.Bewker,

Thank you very much for your letter
of Kovember re.witches. I was intereated to hear of
yourrwork on pre-Reformation ecclesiastical records.
I have been studying such records, particularly
those of the arch-deacon, for the peried 1560-1660 in
Esgex and am very impressed by their value. The
‘comperta and detecta' and depesitions are particularly
useful for marriage customs, sccial mobility, land
holding, religious deviatimg, and, of course,
witcheraft and sorcery. But you will know all this.

I see there is ene Cl15 case in Andrew Clark(ed),
Linceln Diocese Decuments....(1914), where he throws
in some Clf Essex cazes (pp 108-110) for zood
measure. I alse have the caes in A.H. hompson (ed),
Visitations ic the Diocese of Lincoln...(1940).

I would be most grateful ,however, if you would send
me any references you have, not just these for $4'74
Bedford. The amount of witcheraft prosecution before
the Reforsation is an extiremely murky subject and any
help medievalists can offer will be very gratefully
received.

If you have the time, I would be most
interested to hear something more general about your
work. A friend of mine, Ralph Houlbreoke of Worcester
Cellege, bas just started a D.Phil. on the
pre-Reformation church - you will bave hezd of this
6o doubt. Do you have detailed visitstion records -
for instance similar to those for Hereford in 1397 -
for this peried 7 Do you suppose it would be able
to select three or four villages ever 509 er 100
Jears and re-construct (with the use of other records,
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for instance wills, manorial etc) the religious
and social life 7 1 am working along these lines
for three Essex villages for 1560-1600 and there
is an enormous zmount of material. Fer instance
for 1 village I have over 100 wills, 150 fReldes e
of manor court roll and over 1,000 cases in the
arch-deacenry court. As you will see, the last of
these figures works out at about 1 case for this
village every 2 weeks. Since it is an extremely
Puritan village, it is pessible to work out in
some detail net only tke names, but alse the
economic status, the marriage relationships, the
place of residence, the occupations etc. of
tre Puritsns. ] wonder if this would be pessible
for your peried 7

Serry to trouble you witk this. It is the
witchcraft that I am really after, so den't
take any notice of the second pari of the letter
unless it interests you.Ir at any time I can help
you in any way - for instance send you some
atatistics of witcherai't presecution - please
let me know.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Macfarlane

Charles Phythian-Adams

In my memories of Oxford, written before I started looking at the documents, I wrote:

I remember Charles Phythian Adams and I walking across the Parks in Oxford and he
explained to me something of the background to the Cambridge work and the work of
the Annales School and its effects - including Aries' 'Centuries of Childhood'.

This is indeed a strong memory, and I remained friends with Charles for some years.
He seemed to be one of the most innovative of the new social historians and open to
new ideas from the Cambridge Group and France. My one remaining piece of
correspondence with him for this period is a letter from me as follows. It is very long
and I have supplied some of the headings which were missed in the scanning.
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Field Head,
A Lﬂh- Outzate,

sl =" =ioas

Dear Charles, ,
I hope things go well with youp and Coventry flourishes.
Whenaver we meet we seem to be in a great rush so I'm writing to

set down on paper a few stray problems which seem to interest us both.
I rexlise that 1% iz susisar to write in this quiet spot than in the
mental wkirl of Oxford sc won't expect anything back, though I would
be fascinnted to hear your views on the subjects I raise. But firat

a fow references. I'm afraid 1 gave jyou the wrong reference (from
memory) to the article of Dorothy Crozier = I hope you haven't 3iried
to look it up yet. It should be 'Kinship and occupational succession'
in The Sociological Review,March 1955 (not the Br.8Junl. of 3oc. as

1 25ia). lccidentally, I'm sure you'réd aware that an A.L.Fotheringhame (?)
is listed among the'theses in progress' in the BIFS,1955, with
'Elizupvethan Coventry' aa his sqvbjoct. I imagine this overlaps
somewh=t ? I notice that Fokkipne uses Coventry guite 2 lo8t in his
varicus articles , Yor instance he notes the Coventry assessments
(Local Mistory, p.103) of 1524,5. Was he unaware of the cersuses ?

IZ 1T remember you found them completely by chance. Have any more

been discovered for any other towns in the C16 - I imagine Laslett
would tell you if they had? Incidentally, if you haven't looxed at

it yet you might rind something of interest on the elementary and
three-gzensaration family in Williams' bodk on Cosforth, pp.52,6.
Apparently the latter is more common in the Cumberland village than

in the country-side. ] wornder if tris was sc0 in the Cl16 ? Have

you found any explanations for the grewth of the grouwth of
n22§¥221£a: families in Cl€ Coventry yet ? I don't suppose Hoskins was
looking for this in Wigstoan Magnm, but I worder if he could have

fourd any figures anyhow?

1 have just been looking through my notes on f¥{ ‘kinship
and marriage' intending to write a snappy little accourt of problems
aund sources. But the aize o tha sUBJect has overwhelmed me. Pars are
a few zcattered reflections. First I'1]l 1ist some of the problems
botrering me, then, if I can, suggest how one aight set about answering
them. If you can suggest further sources (possibly more relevant to
a townj I am principally interested in the village at the moment) or
suggest more fruitful quastions 1 would be most interested. The major
probelem, as always, is that people never talk about things that
are basic Lo their way; of life; they assume them 2nd hence bhasic
relationships can only be studied indirectly, through their effects
in other fields of sctivity., Thus I have approuached kinship through
a series of related topics. But {irst the direct approach.
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The family.

o determines sizeyage-structure,sex-structure, redsdence - how
far diatributed (both nuclear and exténded), mobility - > th wertical
and horizontal, inheritance patterns, occupational sturucture - i.e.
how of'ten childrengfollow parents,, obligations (e.gz. at birth,death
gnd mgrriagg), sa.ctious (a.é. parer.tal cu se,disinho itance, cg

Sources - ang that will a) locate individuals - e.g. censuses,
garish registers, wills, taxation. b) show the relationship between
them - ecclesiastical and civil court, literary etc. In fact almost
all local and other records.

Which of the following have you got for C1l6 Coventry 7
Assize,Quarter Session,Borough,Manor,Archdeaconry,¥piscopal, court
recorae ? I assume you have the usuzl Xinz's Bench,Chancery,Common
Fleas and other central reositts, az well as the excellent census
and taxation records. Have you used the ecclesiastical census of
1553 and the Liber Cleri of 1€03 ( or is this just restricted to certain
parts of Frngland , e.g. Wigston Magme - Provincial Lagland,p.185).7
‘re there many wills for Coveniry, T assume so - and what about
inventories ? Strangely , the latter are fery scarce for Tssex, the
v*llage I've chosen to study, for instance, hasn't got any. Are

there any Cl6 rentala/nape/surveya of Coventry ? These are usually
manorial 8o I don'i suppose there w2s any manorial jurisdiction in
Coventry was there? When do *tha churchkwairdenz accounts start, =2nd
wken the parish registers - I assume there are several parjshes in
C. and they differ. David Palliser seems to have fourd the horough
adriniatrative records for York useful, have they survived for
Coventry ? I hope this doesn't sound too inquisitive - I'm not
trying to do a take-over bid; I would like to mow how far the
records I have for my DPssex villages are common to other places.
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Marriage

== Who vas present atjwhat economic arrangements were thare - :ifts

anc inheritad wealth; wiat physical distauce did they cover; how
much social distance was there ; what were courting habits (eeg. it
seems to have been necessary Lo g2l the permission of 'friends', was
it also necessary to obtain parerts consent); where 2id the couple
reside - with her or his relatives, or by them:elvez (cf. Wilmott &
Young); what age did they marry (cf. Arensberg on the sccial reasons
for lute marriage in Irelund); 44id the woman ever retain her maiden
name, were children called after father or mother's names; w«hat did
unmarried children doj what were divorce, incest, adultery &
fornication rates; how close could one marry, is the myth of ‘great
intertreeding' in villazes true ? ; were'prohibited times ' observed
znd was there a favourite time for murriuge (e.g. after the harvest);
how high were re-murri.ge rates and did these often hapren betweern
the same fuwilies (ie. marrying younger sisters); what were tre
obligations towards in-laws - (2.5. I have come across a2 case of a
nan being sued for not paying for the irial of his mother=in-law.
“nd so on ad infinitum. Once one had Sbme facts one could test

Lhe vavious hypotheses of anthropolozis:is ( who have been obsesseed
with this subject) and use marriage patterna as a £M¥éd to a number
of other social relationships.

Roligion.
low often did Puritanism/ R.Catholici

_how far did ft spread 7 (es.z.

st run in families, and

»
D)

- reepURepRTeNtS and nhow ssrong a tie was
it; in what ways did religicus ritual reinforce family sentiment (e.g.
bow far was confirmation = puberty rite which exhorted family

obedience, how far did sermons and the eucharist emphasize the
importaince of the Pather); in whot ways did religious rétual at birth,
marriage and death influence the faaély ~ who were expected to appear,
whet 2iftes were ziven etc. In what, ‘i any, 4id the clerzy's family
differ from those of the laity ( larger, better educ=ted, married who?) -
what was the effect of clericnl marriage on the attitude %o the

family?

Ofie's evidence here weuld tend to be mainly from Hill's
source = that is ecclesiastical records amd Puritan polémicista; these
would be r&lated to the kinship structure as established Pérom the
above sources.
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Labour and leisure

How did the occupational structure fit the family - were certain
occupations followsd by certain families, did the pattern ir tke
agricultursl/professional/commercial groups differ; what A4 Parences
were there between sex :nd age groups in labour - e.g. did the women
do {pLAFY domestic work, while the men went out, did the childrsn
start work very roung and look after treir younger brothers and .
sisters (cf. Mead, Coming of Ase in Samoa), were certain jobs tadoo A
for certain persons { as washing-up for early C20 men in Rethinll x
Craen - Wilmott and Young); was the family, ne ighbour-groupp or village
the 'leisure' unit - or was it divided into age-groups - e.g. it
looks Zff =s if the 'family' holiday is a modern conception; wers
children looked after communally at 3}l when the parsants went to
work, how developed was the system of putting children out to be
nursed ? ;3 was there any teucion belween liviug-in servants and members
of tre family (e.g . I have cases of jealousy by the wife und of
incontinency with servuvts) and how far was the servant system really
anotier form of extended family ( i.e. servants of friends were taken
on and treated almost as children); what effects did changes in the
ecornomic structurs ~ either temporary, e.z. fauines - or permanent -
e.g. price chsnges, growth of indusiries etc. have on the family ?

All the above sources are relevant - esp. anything dealing
with servants,with children and with lessure.

Local officials and politicses authority and crime.

fow Mar w#m theft, popular disturbances, suicide and mental
breakdown, official positions (e.g. church-warden, JP,constables,
borough and manorisl officials), etc. related to families? How far
did kinship/neigtbuurliness act as a zancticn and 28 a preventive
to deviation - and what alternatives were thsre? — how far were there
feuds belween “amilies and whet were the mechanisms (e.z. 'The Peace
in the Feud') for preverting them?jwhat decisicns were tzken by the
Pamily and what by the commuritydf B3 what local activities - e.g.
road-mending,law-and order, sanitation,building, were undertaken on
a family, what on a communal basis ? j what were the mechanisms of
decision within the Tamily - did the father contrcol all, or could
a group of outsiders (e.g. the 'village elders') or a privileged
relative (grandmother) or official (clergyman) influence the family ?
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Oae could go on for ever - kYat effects ( and whal causes) went with

the '‘housing revolution®' of the C1l6; did the increase in possibdble
privacy telp to sirengther the nuclear family againat the community ?
Why were thers a large number of suicides among youny men aged

betweesn 13«25 in Bssex ? What weve the effects of different agricuddural

and housing patterns ( =.z. between forssted,mountain, nucleated village
and dispersed dwellings) ? etc. etec.

I do hope I haven't bored you too much. A string of questions
isn't very execiting. But I wanted to clear my mind of a few of
them, especially as I've got to write a piece on'Kinship' for
Ruymond Pirth. A lot of the quesiions are unanswerable, a lot are
not well framed - still there might be some grain with the chaff,

I am hoping to provide a few answers when I start a detailed study
of an Pasex village, usiag every kind of source (not just probdnte
irventoriea) I éanj perhaps Laslett has anticipated me?

I hope to be in Oxford early in December for a few days =nd
hope we can meet then. I wani very much to copy out any refsrences
I hoven't ot out of your'grercise book', also to have 2 look at your
large collection of books - not to mention Adiscuss any of thre above
problems which interest you.

Rext wishes,

(Alan Macfarlane)

o
A
§ Ve

‘/,/f’
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25 St. Margaret's Road,
Oxford.

2] November 1965

Dear Alan,

Just a short note asking for help,
if you have time. I've been doing some work
in Bristol, and had a look at the Act Book
of the Consistory Court. It occurred to me that
I might look for witchcraft cases m in plague
years and see if there was any connection. But
I was put off by the mere mechanics of the job -
Latin abbreviations and bad handwriting. I
thought I would ask you if there was a simple
Latin formula always used in witcheraft cases
which I could look out for, and also which
ecclesiastical records gave you most of your
material. I am hopelessly ignorant on the
functions of the wvarious courts and the
documents they produced. Bo I would be grateful
for a guide on the subject.

In part recompense, you =N may
be interested to know that I have found one
case of suicide in p a parish register - in that
of St. Giles', Reading, & man was buried in
June 1606 having "drowndd hisselfe", This
was a year of heavy plague. So suicides did
occur. One wonderms whether this man had caught
plague.

I hope the thesis is advancing.

Siid Yours,

5 e nle
=t /’w’(

S—
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Pield Head,

2¢4/01/65. Outgate,
dr.Anbtlaside,
¥eatmorland,
Pear Paul,

Tuuak you for your letter of enguiry and also for your letter
of 23 Jept = it i lucky the second came 3o Jou me into replying to
the first. 4s you will see 3 few refecences *ave been piling up. Pirst,
to wngwer » questions yes, I am hoping t. 3o to Londen (3ckool of Yeconomics
next year %0 do o two year Piploms in snthrepology. It is, poasibly
excepting e one-year Oxfond course, ths best in (ks country(and I
think I need a break ‘rom Oxford, much as I love 4t). OF coucee thare are
financial difficulties, and 1% does 't look se i I can ret any help
from anyoney wtill it makes ae feql all the more'picieering’ and 1
have romantic visicas of working, & la fawney ete., for ¥.T.A. or
in coffee bars to pay ay suye. If I vas & Keith I could probably pick
up oncugk «alhropslezy on the way - but T find ¥ enly hiuve tfss for a
saatiearing af reading st the momest and 1 would like to roally seep
myeell 1u thedr outleok = und thee return %o nistory. As yeu can see
T om turaing into = proper 1ittle pupil of XVT's ! Aotuzlly ho'a
sgairat the scheme, quite rightly vedntins out Ll t {t's & bic af &
wacle of timw. Bt I thick that when things oper up, :zs they soon will,
on the berdess batwzem bistory and sccislogy, the more trainirg one
Pas ir bosh the letter. Bul snougk of that. As to retiring %o tke Lakes,
1% bas turned out Lo be 3 wise cholce aa it is far easfer to write and
thirk rere. OF course one always feeis one 12 wisoins a lot, zu one is,
and zc coust 1 would saxe velzable ‘contacts’ in vxford, sut the thesis
Sust come first ot the moment., It is going well oo far, as is yours 41

hove.
# Tow refs first (1 wipect you have them). C.W.Chelkin,%even th
ent (Ch.2) (1965) = rathar vavuny Williame.¥.N. %ﬁ_
gifsh ¥4 (1950) = & Dook I've alresdy mer-inced ve. mar age,
n¥E geon bkt on p.l55 be stows thit 150 peeple
£ tines, (7 1964
‘R . COOk. P.J. 9
) dofns n -
eritionl review of gtudies relating disease to environvesntal variables' -
Rave Juu come werows thia 7 3 apparenély ilheve ie 00 thirs on plague
(in Fegex in the 14405 - probably %00 lute for you, when is your end
dnte 7} in Ralph Josselyn's diacy; thers i3 alwo something on plague
in Sralntres and Bocking in the Esarx Hecord Offfce - T haven't loored
At this Butl they'd tell you what §% was 1f Jou ware aver Lhere: what is
the book by Bernurd Garside (Peoplo snd Foses in Famp ton—en="h 008, ce . )
wentioned in the sdcitional resding to Woskia's claster on plague in

%gg Eiztoryeee 1ike ?; have you used wills at 31l for plague ? I've
U locking 1% aome , bui can't rescader comiug scross any mention of
1% sinnlly,«hen T wis At the Pudlic iecord Uf Tice, ¥r. S, Munvisett,
one of the Xeopers (a very nice man, he has belped we a2 lots le edited
the Dedforashire Coromer's Holls for the < luc. Sugrented you
Right got In touck vith hia. e Ras been vork on mediaval apd
sixtoenth century coromes's records and thints they would bs an
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inflepensatle source for the atuly of plagua. You S.ve probably used
them viresdy, I've Leen locking st thea for witehorafi (0.2, PRoO. KoB.9)
hud agree with Bia - there are nuserous people dying of "Pivine
visitetion',d.¢. plague. Incidentally, there ure numa=ous ocnaes of .
suicide (tiank you for your ref. by she wiy) and wi'h otrer material I've
sean 1 think Boskios' (and others) view of a #olden sge, free froa
sccixl (if not from ocomomic 204 medical) provless ie im for » g
8Peko up. J'm convinced there wew u vary bizk sukbide rate, a larze
amount of mental breskdown, mebility, corflicts ete #tc. 111 I've got
10 1a prove 1t = and vitcheraft fan't & bad place to stars. But that's
=11 by ke way. Angbow, nowt tine your'e nt the T.R.0 you mizht contact
Funnisett (or write to tim).

I wan very irterented in yous dioguseion of syphiliag ¢ weuld
aske a0 interssting study in $teel?, I o't do more wan give you
Yy dandful of referencez. 4 wicar was saspected to buve the Prench pox
socording 30 @ story of Reginald Scot (Dissov ry of ¥itokara?ts,15%4, 1565
0dition, pa2b=b) = this 19 an amueing 2tory, the vioar dlamins his roncse
veles onte  nelsnbouring wited, Bia oongregation thinking ctkrrvises
LN TalUGad 32 3aTry A wounn after promiza made betusen tics "for
secrete ciuses & wpeoiully for viot the saso Josne is n0t% wound in
Body nor %%k aay baice on ber beed..:.(c.1600 - looke 1ike vid, 15(asex)
Blecord) Wrice) D/A%A. 18 F.247.v. )t 10 250 « mAn We* gocuved in
the semo (ccclieslactica) ccurt for 8) oarrsl xaowledgs of a nervsat
wouan for & year b) that he i:fected hia wife with veoieraal dloanan
caught fram the sosan (E.R.0. DfACe. £.121) = thiv So quite s comsun
aifonce im tew churcd court: and a nunder of people wore hud up lor
TIRA5EE *oareing' (sn exsren Sve word for ;iving n person v.d) e.g in
158C (B/ICN.9.2.68), §2 1535 (D/ARA.3T7. T0149) , 10 1606 ( U/AB2.0.138 -
& man confessed thix on his death bed, 43¢ By dio of the diseans 7),and
surgeons were prosecuted for being doctorre 1o ‘strumgets and Shose
burnt' (D/AXA.11. £.124). TP yoz want te leox uy m sase or tws in
the ehuroh courts (thie would be a good place to see west sort of business
wert sn 1o thom re. your latsr question Fou mirht bave 2 look at
¥illiaw Sale, L and Pr 7 i o-.o(l“". Bodley
L.F.v, Ng-%ef.53.4. P 174 A 9 caso.

JRark you ror the witohersfs references. 1 think the bdun-lie ¥,Parkin e
WW 10 p_uw art
of yltskeraft. -

Nov Lo anewes your last letter,

Aa ¥ou ey, the soelesisatiosl gourt mecsnds Are not essys Zeilh bas
basn working on them as mucd ao I Bave and A talx witn him would pe

vell worth ghile. Probebly the dant articlas ard P0aka ¢n ihase oourts
(which yive Zuriher introdustory rasdicg) yre E.R.3inkeorth, ' The

nat Use of Archdescon's Cours Rmcordss ,..! R Seridexev, 19l g
00%hes wreiule By 1he wime wan on the Vxfo ire Arebkdescen‘s Cours
{Oxcn #nc.300. voloxe#11.16472) ¢ Katrloen Mujor, Phe Lizooln Dlocesan
Recoray , [N NeB5.1940, Avh ger.22¢ & Sorthwick pemphlet (David Pellfser
Re3 & cony) by John “ddy on "The Archdescon ard “oclesiastical Pigoipline
in Yorkshire....'196)) § a simnle, i ansstisfactory irtrotuetion san

be found in JuS.Purvis *An losroduotica teo Boclesiastionl Zecorda' (1951)
inc Cluvée Jenvine, Ecolessarticsl Becords - lelps for Studenis (no.l8,

. R . ' ! L5 ‘.“m
R e w“inc:u:i:\;. 1t might also :‘bc'?«n P &
i ’m‘“m’ o oe.eloohctien ¢
xR i 'B pail. om t:e York S o o
b e .‘N : .r 3arm J 3. Purvis. pagcb A
e luter C16 uM,".,. cepled 02%0 f"::'“ £ »
o -w;-u;.:‘::)c““. cork & T 41813
waeks e

parrectlys Goed luekl
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1920). You #f11 find further reading in thkese and X snclose a list

of #fdéf printed scclesiastionl records, medieval ond Cl6. T am

Eoping, in the peur future, to go threugh tless for wlicheraft apd

will, of courre, koap an aye oper for plague. T alse encloss = fav
xeroxes rom ALIARNYAENTA/ Adtnd/ #E1418  BINA w. Cxtordmh me mee Senconey
court beok, plus srinkworil's translations znd abbrevistions for tres.
I'm 2fraid, once one bac desided wbat kind of rocord ene vants te look
8%, the only way to reaad it ia to read it.

1 aloc enclose a few photostats of witcheraflt caces, Jjust %o
show you tha form they toke. As you wee, the only way to tell theg is
by Lke sord ‘uitchareft’.

dome ol' the above articles will tell you Setisr %hun I can

Wh.t sort of record to look at. Perwonslly I found the Act b.'kl. waieh
ére the clurchearden's replies and presentments to the bistop 3
nrticles, the most valuable for witcocralt. All the diancoses diffar
ccasiderably I imagine, and what I suy of Essex may not be true
elacvhere tut to summarize the Zemex position. The Mol Cooks in Besex
( # Oxford) conesrn instance cases, that iz cones botwsen tie *lerd’ or
Judze and SFFfEAME <1aivsduals; on the left oue btas '0fficium domind
contra' - on Lke right tke precentnent, vith, sscetimes, the proceedings
scrawled in abominadle ahortiand. The other three madn typec of recopd
are 4] ciuse B00Ks, Lant 18 cases betyeen individuals \¢kareas the
tot haoks Aenl v?ti the articles fssued by the Bistop = for » somple
3ee OIC ‘Mrgland,Chercl of , Viasitation Articles...s the cause books
ore 2lsost entirely filled with dafamaticon caaes {(ineluvding calline
peopie 'pocky Lores')yeith tithe suits and witk matriwcnial quarrels,
b) deposition books = which contain the lene depositions whick canneét
be Titted Into the Act ocakz o) visitation books = acsstizes contadning
&n enguicy inte the physical 2tate of the church, usually just a list
of the vicar snd churchecrdens, The s recorde, io my experiance, sre
parellelec by thowe of the episcopal court, though the biskop alseo
kept rcgisters of the sppuinsmsots of aidwivea, clerice, ssteclz uters ete.
I'm rot sure whet exsctly youlre looking for as regards plasue, but
1 400t thiak you'll get anythins exospt incldentsl pentions. I've
Boeu ihcough wll the recerds for Colchester und Paves srcldesconries
and somo of the Fldlff Cousistory and Commissary cnvrts of tha
Biskoy of london wa bave God cowe A0r000 more hen a aozen releronces
t5 plague. OF course 1 wae nat looking ;ﬂ'%i:g thare xould na doudbt
be many zore, but I can't quite see how the cousts would be interested,
Posailly in testumentary cases (whieh I foreet to include under
the cauge books steve! you would get o discussion of the illneas of
which the tes'«tor wus dying - im fact 1 do resember references to
Pligue t2ere - but ever here it would be casual sut crhaacy. IT I were
you I woulc ge¢ through 211 the printed stuff £i:3% and see what sort
of thire there is Lo glean. It is tougs goiag snd would only be
sabarking on these difliculs recerds if Jou were gsoing to 7at a lot.
3orry not "o %e more positive; these eourt records are protebly the most
imrortant unused source for lecsi hissory, dut ¥ caa't zes thnt they
¥ould be of sore tran incidentsl use o you.

If 1 am in Uxford for move thun flestiny viait I wil) cansact
you = but usually I ruek through. Anyhow my regards to gll - Oharles,
David ste. Lot ae huve 930 xeroxsy back vwlenaver g convenient.

Toura,

I went for an interview with Firth in October. I remember his room — a peculiar
triangular shape, small but stuffed with folders and books. I also remember that I was
wearing old jeans with a hole in an embarrassing place which I made efforts to cover
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over! But this memory may be from a second meeting which we clearly had the

following June.

The summons to the interview is as follows:

THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS & POLITICAL SCIENCE
(UNIVERSITY OF LONDON)

Houghton Street, Aldwych

TELEPHONE HOLBORN 7686
London, W.C.2

TELEGRAMS *‘ POLECONICS, ESTRAND,”’ LONDON

Dear Mr, Macfarlane,

Professor Firth has asked me to
acknowledge your letter of 10th October,
He will be pleased to see you on Friday
15th October, at 3,30 peme (Room 502).

I hope this appointment is convenient to

you,.

Yours sincerely,

“laetyc Vg

Secretary to
Professor Firth.
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Lear Profeasor Firth,

It was most kind of you to zee
me in Goven@e® Cctober and I enjoyed our talk. You
suggested that I might write a memorandum on
'historieal kinship' with &« view to discussing it with
the other members of your group for the comparstive
study of kinship. This is an apelogy for not deing
so. There are two rezsons.

Firstly it seems to me that I know ‘oo little as
yet either zbout anthropology or history to be =zble
to write anything useful. 1 knew reugtly what
snthropologists are interested in - from reading
Young and Wilamott, Arensberg, yourself on "Two
Studies in Kinship', Williaws on Coafortk, Turner
on Schisa and Continuity in an ifrican Society etc.
Sut it weule be wasting your time to repeat tre
problens - size, residence, senctions,succession,
conflicts within, inter-marriage etc - conc:irring
kinabip. YNor can 1 yet give 4 clear account of low
far there is historical material to answer the many
questions one would ask. It is clear that parish
rezisters, wills and maner court recerds (whick
record the succession to property) would be the basic
materisla for the actual kinship structure, while
the ecclesiastical and other court records would
illuminate conflicts and alliances between families
and generally give the emotional coutent of the
otherwise abstract siructure. it the woment T am
reconstructing two Essex villages in detail and
hope to write & chapter on'kinship ani marriage' in
them. 1 would be aos! interested if you could give
me your comments on it and 1 think it would be more
valuavle for you tham a string of 'possible approuches'
and 'possitle sources'.

Jecondly I have been thinking about your wague
suggestion that I might (finsnces allowing) join your
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groun Yor the study of kinship. It was most kind of
vou even to think of includir- me and T fully
realise that you cannot be at all positive at this
stave. I also realise that it would be impossible for
me to both receive money from this source and do the
liplomaes But I have rather set my_heart om acquiring
proper traininz as an anthropologist. If I don't
‘sveial frameworks' 'syatems of sentiments' etc. mow,
I rever will and would remain semething of a dabdler -
an expert in wilcheraft and kinship perhaps, but
with huge gaps vwhere I x<new nothing. I agree this
is not a particularly sensible position but it ia
how 1 feel. Thus, assuming the School allows me to
do the Diploma, I think I will take it. I am no
further in obtaining funds from other sources yet -
the Nuffield Poundation aocizl science fellowships
nave an age limit of 25-40 and the secretary tells
me Lhere would Le little point in my competing for
tbem (I wonder wbhy Bvans-Pritchard sugzeated them?).
Yo doudt somethinz will emerge.

Thank you for all your kindness and I look
forward to discussing historical kinship on future
ofcasiens.

Yours asiucerely,

< (Alan Macfariane)

Professor Raymond Firth,
london Scheol of ¥conomies and Political Science,
Houghton Street,
Aldwych,
London, W.C.2.
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The London School of Economics and Political Science
(University of London)

Houghton Street, Aldwych
London, W.C.2
Telephone HOLaowN 7686

26th November 1965.

Dear Mr, Macfsrlane,

Thank you for your letter., May I comment on the points you raise,
in reverse order?

Pirst, as regards the group for the study of kinship. This meots
irregularly, perhepe once or twice a term on an evening, the members
dine together and we then have a paper, usually discuseing a piece of
someone's research, I am not quite clear whether you realize this
because your letter rather suggests that sttending meetings of this group
would be a sort of altemative to your Diploma work, This, of course,
is not 80, I can quite see that from your point of view the thing is
to get & proper training as an anthropologist. When you say "assuming
the School allews me to do the Diploms, I think I will take it" I sm not
sbsolutely certain whether you are referring to the Oxford one-year Diploma
or to cur twowyear Diploms here, I rather assume the latter, in which
case I would think there is unlikely to be any hindrance in your acceptance.
Of course these matters are finally judged by committees, but your
qualifications and case seem to me to be strong for admission.

As regards your first point, it seems to me that in due course your
recongtruction of kinship and narrisge in two Essex villages would indeed
be of interest not only to me but 2180 to our kinship study group. But
I take it that this will be quite some time shead,

Come ani see me agein, if you wish,
Yours rely,

| —

A

Raymond FArth.

Alan Macfarlane Esq,.,
Worcester College,
Oxford,
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From The Regius Professor of Modern History History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,

Oxford.
Telephone XXXXX 43388

3rd December, 1965.

N Jean Mocdanlam

I do not seem to have run into you all this term, and when I last
saw you you were going off to some hermitage in the Lake District in
order to work. How well did you work? I hope everything is going well.
If you have time between now and the 13th December, when I shall be
leaving, do call on me and tell me about your studies. I would very
much like to see you again if you are free.

M
H\,‘q\ T’uv ~- R"{}W\

A. D. J. Macfarlane, Esq.,
Worcester College,
Oxford.

From The Regius Professor of Modern History History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,
Oxford.
Telephone EIXXX 43388

6th December, 1965.

N, Sean Nacfardane

Thank you for your letter: I am so sorry I have missed you. I am
never too busy to see people and would be delighted to see you any time
you like to call. Do come next term.

76%1/3\;\\4/1/)
/M ALy pv- R«o},‘_,

A, D. J. Macfarlane, Esq.,
Worcester College,

Oxford. I bt V& avhamd sl ol Ansin
i R T BRI R A
vaimbon: . Plissa P wa. T okag
Taweted Po  Lealy vy 1L Aot
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1966 JANUARY TO MARCH

Transport

There is a good deal in the letters etc. about how we travelled around during this
period. I shall incorporate all this — the adventures on motorbikes, cars etc. There is a
reference to my passing my driving test, presumably at the start of March 1966, as
indicated by the provisional licence below. I drove down to Oxford that April/May on
my own.

=

o= / O ¥
D.L.14. Road Traffic Act, 1960 NoO. 1 4’/ (E g ﬁ b § o {}
" ¢ . LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL *
PROVISIONAL DRIVING LICENCE

St{bigcl to the restriction (if applicable) specified in paragraphs 1 & 2 on page 3 of:
_this _Iucence a_nd subject to the conditions prescribed in Regulation 7 of the Motor
~Vehicles (Driving Licences) Regulations, 1963, (see back cover of licence), '

Np..Alan Donald James bacFarlane,
Field Head, Outgate, Nr, Hawkshead,
Lanes.,

Is hereby licensed to drive Motor Vehicles of

‘aLL %R UPS EXCEPT GROUPS 7, 11 and 12
~from ﬁa’r - until 2 S €p t ¢ inclusive. i
Fee of 10/- received. THE TAXATION OFFICER, Stanley St., PRESTON:

Usual Signature
of Licensee:

The other, curious, Lakes party was one which I ran for my family — perhaps to
celebrate the completion of the ‘shed’. Alexander Wilmott and Ambrose Waterduck
were the names of two of the familiars in a famous C16 witch trial. My mother’s reply
was in the same spirit...
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Thursday 20 Feb 1966

Dearest Alan,

... I hope you had a pleasant journey back to the Lakes and have settled into your
thesis again. Lucky you had that lift travelling by coach is so uncomfortable.... It was
marvellous to have you to confide in and I will always remember how kind and
understanding you have been. I am really very grateful. Perhaps one day I will be
able to repay all your kindness.

%
Letters from Zoé
LSE Friday. No date, c. Jan 1966
Dear Alan,
Thank you very much for your card - how typically nice & thoughtful of you to get it
here just betore I arrived. Lovely card too, apart from anything else.

I wrote on 24 January 1966

With Zoé - London - knitting.

The synthesis of your hands, flickering together
The threads of night and day, dark and white
Wool patterned by your presence

Into a new shape and substance

To Clothe me from the world’s naked gaze
To bring me in moments of fear
When friends choke me with well-meaning
And the famihiar becomes hostile -

And impulses no longer bring sensations
And the feet are wounded in the soft grass
Memories - of our meaningless friendship -
That I might strike down the flame

And bring peace to tormented minds.

That I might forget the I and You,

Swinging to the stars of ecstasy

In a passion obliterating: instead

Of this reluctant anatomizing of love,

This endless niggling, drawing and denying,
Demanding and pleading and hesitating
Towards the sympathetic smile.

I ought to sweep the autumn leaves,

Forget the first winter and remember

That there are a few bitter springs

Left to us: go your way, and

Push me on mine. No longer will

The hawthorn blossom, or the swans

Ride the level mist, but a lifted skirt,
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Or a congratulation, tea after a cold walk,

Or a satisfactory footnote can still bring pleasure.
Soon will be the time for compromise and slippers.
And the end of living on the edge,

For a time, and then the lonely season,

When I remember. But shut away that time

And sweep me now into your arms

And spit me mto the depths of

Forgetfulness...

No date, c. February. LSE

... Iliked all your observations on sex & sublimation & the social psychology thereof. 1
didn’t agree at the time & still don't, that the desire decreases through lack of
immediate stimulus! Though I expect I agree about the msecurity correlation thing. ...
I'm sure you needn’t feel guilty about Linda, so long as you don’t actually seduce her! It
sounds as if you're being very nice to her. If she’s as dedicated to this man as yvou say, 1
shouldn’t think she’d be seducible anyway. ...Anyway it I don’t see you in Oxtord, I'll
see you next week. Do come & stay 1f vou want. You know you’re more than welcome
(whatever that means!)

15 Feb. 1966. London

[Notes by Alan: Flowers; Zoé’s parents; Margaret; Val; Robert; re. going back to Zoé’s
with flowers - this I remember, the snowdrop; re. scholarship (Alistair); Mrs. W.]

Dear Alan,

Really, you are marvellous. I suspected on of your post-cards might appear
yesterday, but to come in & find all those lovely exquisite flowers was a glorious
surprise. They were daffodils (& some jonquils), beautiful red & yellow tulips & some
regal irises, in case you didn’t know what they were to be. And so many of them - a
whole riot of them. They re now standing in my black jug & looking really beautiful.
The tulips are a lovely tlame colour. Really, I'm sure you shouldn’t have, but they're
giving me immense pleasure & it was a magnificent thing to do. Thank you - there’s
nothing more protound I can say, though it sounds so inadequate.

And the snowdrops today (easily transcending the bureaucracy!) were exquisite too
& so very appropriate for us. Yesterday, I tried to remember the day in detail. Are you
sure I cycled the last bit of the way home. If so, when was it you first came back to
College with me? I have a distinct image of coming back & putting the snow-drop n
water with a teeling that you were there too. But this 1s very probably an illusion of
memory. I remember the Worcester gardens & the tea-drinking bits anyway. Yes, it’s
odd it was a year ago - a whole exact year ago. I often think it can’t really only have
been a year ago.

How was the journey back - I wondered where you found a snowdrop under all that
snow. Or has it melted by now? Friday went well enough, though we missed you....

I'm going off to watch that programme on divorce now. Sounds interesting. Did you
see the Panorama feature on India? Makes one feel one really ought to be an
agriculturist or something.

Thank you for the beautiful flowers. You really couldn’t have done anything which
gave me a greater glow of pleasure. Love, Zoé
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Saturday 12 March 1966 - from London

Dear Alan,

I am really abjectly full of apologies. I hadn’t realised just how long it is since I wrote.
Your card this morning amazed me - I thought 1t was ages before you were coming
down to London again. I am terribly sorry. Yes, I did get the snowdrops - in
remarkably good conditions, compete with beautiful damp moss & was, of course,
delighted with them. ... And how are you, & the work, above all. I hope 1t’s been going
well. I expect your concentration’s been as good as ever. Hope you’ve been keeping the
family at 1t too. I hope you are n fact in Chelmstord this week so this letter will reach
you. ... Where will you be working - can we meet at lunch-time, or will you leave it till
Thursday? ... So I could meet you in the Grad. Common Room (?) at any time you
suggest. Will leave 1t to you. Where will you stay? Not your doss house I hope.
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1966 JANUARY - MARCH RESEARCH
I wrote a postcard to Keith on 16 January from Field Head.

Dear Mr. Thomas,

I hope you had a pleasant Christmas and have had time to continue the book.
Writing proceeds according to plan up here and I hope to have the first draft of the
chapter on ‘ecclesiastical sources for witchcralt prosecutions’ with me when I arrive in
Oxford next (22-23 Jan) week-end. I will deposit 1t in John’s with an accompanying
letter. Could you possibly have a look at it by the following week-end? I will be at the
P.R.O. from Monday-Thursday & in Oxford Fri-Saturday (28-30 Jan). If you could
manage anytime then could you drop a note in Worcester to that eftect for when 1
come down on 22nd. Otherwise I can ring you if that (28-30) week-end 1s no good & we
can arrange a time. Thank you. Yrs. Alan Mactarlane

I wrote a card on 22 January to Keith

Dear Mr Thomas,
Next Saturday (29th) at 2 p.m. in St John’s will be fine. I look forward to seeing you

then. Yrs Alan Mactarlane

I wrote from to Keith Thomas on 22 February as from Worcester College

Dear Mr Thomas,

I enclose another chapter and some rather rough maps etc. there are several obvious
difticulties in this section; the lack of comparative statistics for other counties, the
possible haziness of examiners about ecclesiastical court procedure etc. I'm not certain
whether the long description of Essex sources p. 14 onwards should be relegated to the
bibliography. I'm not sure that a description is necessary for any understanding of the
number and distribution of cases - but it takes a lot of room. It’s probably a problem
which will sort itself out. The last couple of pages would probably go in the second half
of the thesis - 1n the chapters of subject analysis, but I thought you might be interested
to see them. If you could let me have any rough comparative statistics of defamation
cases I would be most indebted. I seem to remember that you had found a large
number, but, as you see, they are rare in Essex.

I'm stll working at King’s Bench records, and will be moving on to chapters on
Borough, pamphlet and central court (other than Assize) witchcraft. I should be able to
let you have some suicide statistics quite soon. I'm also working on a couple of villages
- Hatfield Peverel and Boreham in an attempt to reconstruct the economic, religious &
kinship background. I never realised what an enormous amount of material there I1s,
even for 1 village for 30 yrs. For HP. There are 100 wills or over, 130 folios of court
roll, 1,000 cases in Archdeaconry court and about 20 in secular courts. I've even found
my first suicide - 1n 1569, but not a witch, I regret to say.

I look forward to discussing things with you.

I hope all goes well,

Yours, Alan Macfarlane

Alan wrote to Keith on 23 February

Dear Mr. Thomas,
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Just a note to ask your permission to quote you as a possible reteree for an application
for money from a body known as the ‘Covenantors’ Educational Trust’. Would this be
alright? They claim to provide assistance for those unable to obtain it elsewhere, but
bevond this I don’t know anything of them. Of course it’s a long hope, but I'm at the
stage of trying anything to get money to support me through my London M.Sc. in
anthropology. The State, Nuftield Foundation and L.S.E. generally are unable to help,
nor are Trevor-Roper or Firth.

The thesis progresses and I'm writing up the central records (St. Cha. K.B. P.C. etc)
and literary and pamphlet sources. I will send down a turther batch in three weeks or
less it I may: I will also be down in about a month. I hope all goes well with your work.

I wonder what the signiticance of April, May and November as high suicide months
is and why twice as many males as females committed suicide (so far this 1s only based
on a small sample - Le. the 79 cases occurring in K.B.9 in 1584)?

Yours sincerely, Alan Macfarlane

There 1s a card from Keith on 26 February

Yes, of course, do cite me as referee at any time (no need to ask in future cases!). I look
forward to reading your next mstalment. What you say about the months of suicides is
v. interesting. In the 19th Century May & June were the peak months. We must talk
about 1t when you come next. Keith

The next letter from Alan to Keith 1s on 12 March from Field Head

Dear Mr. Thomas,

Thank you very much for your permission to use you as a referee when I like: I have
made immediate use of this permission and cited you in an application for some extra-
mural lecturing at London next year - I hope this is alright. I trust that your book 1s
progressing.

As you see, I enclose a couple of short chapters. A third - on the pamphlets - is
nearly ready, but I decided not to rush it. When this, and a brief chapter on the
borough records, are completed the first half of the thesis should be finished (though it
has all to be rewritten). I enclose a rough plan of the shape of the second half. I would
value your comments as I'm not awfully happy with it - so much is left out - but can’t
see a better way at the moment. Section 11) a-t would all be short chapters of less than
ten pages, attempts to find correlations between the material set out in part I and these
subjects. I stll don’t feel much nearer to writing 111) b) (reasons for the growth and
decline of prosecutions), but perhaps solutions will emerge as I analyse further. You
will see that some of the appendices are very abbreviated; this 1s because I think that it
would be best, inally, to incorporate quite a few of the lists of cases ito one list by date
- with columns for each source. I don’t know if you think this would be a good idea.

There is a vague suggestion that I might be allowed to sample a tew Commissary Act
books, but this will have to be a last-minute addition as the P.R.O. keep putting a
definite answer off. Otherwise I am through (except for a visit to Colchester) with
primary sources for witchcraft and am now engaged in studying the background -
parish registers, wills, other court records etc. I will be in London, Essex and Oxford
over the next three weeks and wondered if we could meet at a time convenient to you?
I will be in Oxford on Saturday 19th of March and the following Saturday (20th) and it
you could manage either a note at Worcester (not stamped and ‘to await arrival’) would
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find me. If these are impossible I'll ring you when i Oxford and we can perhaps fix
something.

As you see, I enclose a tew figures from the Elizabethan coroner’s rolls on suicide.
These have got to be checked as I did them 1n a rush while noting deaths of plague (I
now discover that Essex have been calendaring K.B.9 - which will help me cross-
check), but I thought they would interest you despite their crudity. I hope to analyse
further and correct them fairly soon, but I obviously haven’t time to go into the subject
properly. As it was partly through you that I became interested in the subject, I would
be very happy for you to use any of the figures (when corrected) if you fteel like writing
on the subject. There is no need for me to comment on some very interesting patterns
- e.g. age/sex ligures tor Essex. The major problem, as far as I'm concerned, is whether
these are anywhere near the total figures. Equipped with names, date of death etc. I do
hope to do a tew samples i Essex to see how such deaths were registered in the parish
registers, but I haven’t enough cases from other sources (or the time) to do a cross-
check the other way, 1.e. see 1f misc. cases appear in the coroner’s rolls - this should be
possible however. Or nstance, the case of John Brine or Brand of Great Hallingbury
which I sent you does get recorded mn an inquisition - K.B. 631 m.78. Unfortunately
there 1s only one suicide in the three villages I am studying in detail (Hatfield P) and
this 1s the village without a register - from other records it does appear that she was not
a member of one of the established families anyvhow. Of course, all this isn’t too
irrelevant to witchcraft, a map of suicides (which I should be able to make soon) will
make an intersting comparison to the maps of witchcraft; or, it 1s obviously interesting
to see whether suspected witches killed themselves: all I've noticed in this line is witch’s
husband who killed himself (apart, of course, from the attempted suicide of a witch in
the Elizabeth Lowys of Great Waltham case - see appendix D/AEA 2 to the chapter on
the pamphlets, when it arrives!). I look forward to another discussion, Yours sincerely

P.S. Please keep the suicide figures if they're of interest - I have another copy.
[Loose sheet attached]

Plan for second hall of thesis.

1) Detailed studies of
a) Witchcraft in three Essex villages, 1560-1600 (Hatfield Peverel,
Boreham, Little Baddow)
b) Anti-witchcraft activity: the cunning man, ‘white” witchcraft.
¢) Matthew Hopkins and the 1645 trial.
11) Witchcralft i relationship to
a) religious groups (puritanism,, clergy et)
b) medical factors (plague, types of illness caused etc)
¢) economic change (poverty, famine, class, occupations)
d) kinship and neighbourliness
e) sexual factors; age tensions
1) personality/activities of accused and accusers
1) Explanations of witchcraft
a) the functions of witchcraft - as explanation, outlet for aggression and
guilt, as rupturing force etc.
b) reasons for growth and decline of prosecutions
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Appendices, maps, graphs and bibliography
The next letter 1s from Keith on 14 March

Dear Alan,

The brietfest of notes to thank you for the package which arrived today and which 1
look forward to reading. The contents as usual look most intersting. Meanwhile there
are two points I ought to mention. The first is that it would be very helptul if you could
give me the roughest of indications as to when, at the present rate of progress, you
expect the thesis to be finished and ready tor submission. This is just so I can enter it in
the terminal note for the History Board. If you could drop me a p.c. that would be fine.

The second is that I shall, I am afraid, be away from Oxtord for the better part of
the next fortnight. I'll be back by the General Election [31 March 1966] and could see
you over the weekend following (2/3 April) if that were possible. Otherwise perhaps
you could offer some other dates thereafter. I am so sorry about this and do hope this
isn’t too mconvenient tor you. It will be nice to see you again. Meanwhile I hope you
are well and cheerful. The Lake District must be starting to be v. nice at this time of
time year. Yrs, Keith

Alan wrote a card to Keith on 20 March as from Worcester College, Oxford

Dear Mr Thomas,

You ask for a rough approximation as to when I'll finish the thesis. I hope to finish
the final draught [sic] and send it to the typist in October. I don’t know how long these
people take and 1t’ll have to be checked. So I imagine I will supplicate in January at the
latest (illness/accident barring). I checked with the registry. I don’t need to ask for an
extension until June 1967.

I hope the TLS goes OK. I suppose this new Waltzer book 1s psychological rather
than sociological? I look forward to seeing you in March 31st. Yrs Alan Macfarlane

[addressed to Keith in Barry, Glamorgan]

For the moment I shall just put in scans of a few of the pages of the drafts I was
producing for Keith.

The first referred to i January, was a chapter on ‘ecclesiastical sources’. This was 24
pages long and includes comments by Keith.
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WITCHCRAAT PROSECUTIONS AT THE ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS

PFrom at least the seventh century Liber Poenitentialis

of Archbishop

Theodore, witchcraft and sorcery cases had come under the jurisdiction
of the Church.1

appeared before the ecclesiastical authorities, though punishments were

Throughout the middle ages a considerable number of cases

usually of a non-physical kind-2 Such cases were closely related to those
for heresy and at the end of the fourteenth century were probably affected

by the writ de haeretico comburendo. While the ecclesiastical courts still

apprehended suspected sorcerers it is unlikely that a death sentence could

be passed without parliamentary sanction.3 During the fifteenth ceantury

scattered cases of ecclesiastical trial of witchcraft can be gleaned from

the printed records and others would undoubtedly emerge if a more systematic

gsearch of unprinted material were mada.4 As the amount of records increases

in the first half of the sixteenth century, so do the number of known

instances of tria1.5 A large proportion of all the cases before 1560

occurring in the ecclesiastical courts concern sorcery rather than witchcraft:

none mention the Satanic compact and few include the malevolent destruction

of persons and property.

l. For a further discussion of the interrelating jurisdiction of Church and
State $e 1500 see p. above: see also Notestein,Witchcraft,pp.29-30.

2. For cases to 1400 see Kittredge,Witehcraft...,pp.41,46,48,51-6; E.1,pp.6-9;
H.G.Richardson, 'Heresy and the Lay Power under Richard II',Eng.Hist.Rev.,1i
(1936),4-5.9 A case from the 1397 Visitation of sHereford is mentioned in
G.C.Coulton, Medieval Panorama, (Fontana ed'n,1961),i.204.

3. This complex subject is inadequately discusséd in Padllock and Maitland,
History of English Law..., p.555; Holdsworth, History of English Lawi.., p.50%
and Richardson, ‘'Heresy and the Lay Power....',24.

For printed cases see E,p.10; Kittredge,Witchcraft...pp.37-9; James Raine,

&lepositions and other Hcclesiastical Proceedings from the Courts of Durham,

(Surtees Soc.,xxi,1845),pp.27,29,33; William Hale, A Series of Precedents

and Proceedings in Criminal Causes,1475-1650...,(1847),pp.3,7,10,11,16,17,20,
32-3,36-7,61,63. An unprinted case of possible sorcery in 1499, involving

an interview with 'Lez Gracious Fayry', was kindly brought to my attention by
Mr. John Davies, formerly of Linacre House,Oxford; it is in the Lambeth
Registers, Morton,II. f.1l13.v. Another unprinted case, the reference to

which I owe to Mrs.Owen of the University Library,Cambridge, occurs in

1465 in an Ely Episcopal Register, G.l.5. f.133.

5. Yorkshire cases are referred to in A.G.Dickens, Lollards and

Protestangg

in the Diocese of York,(Oxford,l959),p.16 and Kittredge,Witchcraft...,pp. P4

1owyd8 34,65-71. There are a series of cases in Hale,Precedents..., 77,102,
107-8,139 and in Raine, Durham Depositions...,pp.45-6, and WhsBusmason

Visitations in the Diocese of Lincoln,1517-1531,ed.A.H. Thompson (Lincs.Rec.

~\50C 4xxx1ii,1940),i,x1ix~1 ; also in the Act Book of the Ecclesiastical Court

of Whalley,¢; ™u ™, (Chethams Soc.,n.s.,44,1901)

; hk‘ (\g - d(,s .

3 PP.22,67. and Ewen,—rﬁ, p.446.

Finome s Tacll Chr. pputp-12e- lm 1,579-3)
ady A6 ¢ Mhos ¢ Sxany (o4, -
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Ecclesiasilical (10)

Number and type of offences in the Essex ecclesiastical records.

Visitation articles listed a number of offences under the general
headinz o. 'sorcery': for instance in the kondon episcopal articles of 1571
‘any tha- useth sorcery, witchcralt, eachantment, incantations, charms,
unlawxful prayers, or invocations in latin' were to be presented.l Thus we
find a number o. ddfferant crimes in the courts. These are set out in table 3e
below.A major division has been made between 'witchcraft' and 'sorcery', that
is between 'black' and 'white' witchcr;ft.2 EPi§ tests the hypothesis that
shile th: secular courts dealt with maleficent witchcraft, the ecclesiastical
authorities punished sorcery. i‘he statistics show that this is by no means
true for Essex, at least until 1603. Within 'sorcery' a major division is
made between zoing to cunning folk for help, and actually being a wizard.
Finally, there are some offences which do not fit into either category.
Included in these are the ihe seventeen defamation cases: callinz a person a
witch without sufficient proof. The defamation cases include the theee
'instance' cases from the Deposition books; thus all the cases in the first
two categories come from the “ct books of the Archdeaconry courts, except for
a dozen from eguivalent records of the Bishop's Consistory. The number of
persons, rather than each appearance of each person, is codped: hence a person
might appear more than once (as we have seen that nine did) and only be

listed once.”

TABLE 33 Types of orfence in the ecclesiastical courtsinumber of persons.

Offence Total

» Example
, X grrcecaast.
e 5 23
« g &\ 'Witchcraft and sorcery' 4 128+7 D/AEA §
R (of which 19 were probably sorcery ', and 24 definitely witchcraft.§)
- ¥
;?'/u\a (for 'sorcery'see over....
O (notes from previous page)
= 2. D/AcA. 21. 3. See Appendix « 4. D/AED 3. f.113.v. ff.
5. See Appendix . 6. Including those in the Act books there were 17 in al:
though some of these were merely quarrels in which 'witch' was used ,see p.

l.5ee p. 2. for a discussion of this distinction see p.

3eNesseseees 4.0ften it is impossible to tell from the acusation whether

' 'black' or 'white' witchcraft was meant: the figure 19 here is the total of
men, or man and wife, accused of 'witchcraft and sorcery' ,men were more
probably sorcerers than witches (see p. )+ The 24 'definitely witchcraft!
accusations are those persons who also appeared at the secular court accused ﬁ
witcheraft. It is possible, of course, that,like Margery Skelton (see bottom

p.13 above), they were accused in the ecclesiastical court of sorcery and
then accused of witchcraft.

In February and March I refer to chapters on literary sources and pamphlet sources
and one I was hoping to finish on borough court records.

The literary chapter was sixteen pages long, and has Keith’s comments on it.
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LITERARY SOURCES FOR THE STUDY OF ESSEX WITCHCRAFT.

Since most historians of witchcraft have @#ifff based their works mainly
on pamphlet accounts of trials, and on literary sources,that is upon accounts
] of witchcraft written in polemical books and in letters,biographies,diaries,
. plays and poems, it is important to see how accurate a picture these give
Dt)// ; of the witchcraft prosecutions.1 Such sources are also important because
' they in&icate contemporary attitudes towards such prosecutions.2
Diaries. "

Sixteenth and seventeenth century English diaries are not numerous and
even less numerous are the references to witcheraft in them.3 The earliest
Essex diary to be explored is that of the Puritan,Richard Rogers, born in
Chelmsford and preacher at Wethersfield in north Essex from &bout 1575 to
1618. Though there were many witch trials in neighbouring villages,4 there
are none recorddd from Wethersfield until 1626.5 Nor are them any references
-« » to witchcraft in the diary, which covers the perijod February 1587-August 1590,6

‘ and Rogers' name does not appear in any of the known prosecusions.7 One
Puritan, atﬁeast, seems neither interested in,nor encouraging to, prosecutions.
The next diary referring to Essex was also written by an extreme
protestant, Arthur Wilson, for a time steward of the Puritan Earl of Marwick.9

Wilson was present at the sensational trial in 1645 and he pecorded his

opinions of it. These are extremely sceptical and an excerpt will give

l. See p. above for a table of the sources used by subsequent historians.

2. It is obvious that a lifetime could be devoted to such sources and still

some references to witchcraft be undiscovered.

3. This impression is based on the works of historians who have based their
(. 5. accounts of witchcraft on literary sources: Briggs, Pale Hecates..; cites no

diaries in her bibliography, nor does Trevor Davies, Four Centuriess..j(though
he includes two Scottish diaries: from his comparative reading of Englikh and

o Scottish personal records Professor Trevor-Roper has the impression, which he
has kindly conveyed to the writer, that Scottish writers were far more aware
o and frightened of witchcraft than their English counterparts). Notestein,

Witchcraft...,Appendix C, only cites one English diary for a county other
than Essex, a Lancashire diary referring to a case in 1674-5.

4.See map . Great Bardfield, for instance, the home of Edward Mason the
sorcerer, was next to Wethersfield.
5.E.565, 566.

6. Two Elizabethan Puritan Diaries,ed.M.M.Knappen, (1933).The other Puritan diary
that of Samuel Ward, fellow of Emmanuel College, covering the years 1595-1630,
also omits the subject of witchecraft.

T+ Since Wethersfield was in the Archdeaconry of Middlesex, there are no

surviving ecclesiastical records for this periods this weakenSthe negative
evidence.
8+9 - see next page.
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finding no satisfaction at the courts, the villagers took the law into their

own ha.nds.l

The general impression from the infrequent diaries would be that witchcraft
prosecution in Essex was an infrequent occurrencej a subject to dismay or
perplex country vicars, occasionally leading to an exceptional and bloody
trial. There is no mention of tﬁgfﬁg'ize or ecclesiastical prosecutions{f&undreds
of the%i}and no witchcraft is mentioned before 1645.

Minute and Committee Books.

The diaries of official bodies, the minute books, are likewise sparse
and provide little evidence of interest in witchcraft. One such minute book is
that of the Dedham Classis from 1582—1589.2 Among the many matters discussed
was the following:

'6 May.1588 Mr.Salmon moved 'How he might know a witche, it was thought
fittest to geve it over to some Justice to examyne it, and that there must
be some usuall experience of evell effects to ensue of their displeasure

and some presumption of the death of man or beast: some said she might be Fgh
found out by serche in her bodie, some thought that to be fancy in the
people easilie conceiving such a thinge and to be reproved in them.' 3

Salmon was not an Essex minister4 and his name does not appear in any of the

5

recorded Essex prosecutions.” It is interesting that the clergy thought that
the matter should be handed over to the secular od magistrates, and that they
were divided on the witchbs mark. There is no sign here of either marked
scepticism or a persecuting spirit. While the possibility of witchcraft was
assumed, there was already some doubt as to the tests which could be employed
to discover the crime. .

A minute book of another kind and another bodyg was that of thewbivil
War County Committee. That EESE? sometimes contained referenuces to witchcraft
we know: the Suffolk Orders include a payment for expenses incurred at a
witch tria1.7 In Bssex, however, despite the notorious 1645 trial, no mention
l.5ee p.T.ay, for the development of this trend in the eighteenth century ondleev .
2. The Presbyterian Movement in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth,ed.R.G.Usher
(Camden Soc.,3rd ser.,viii,1905)% & unmque document sme hence comparison with
other parts of England is impossible.

3. Ibid.,p.70. _ ‘ i R
4. 'é'nﬁﬂ hic absont from’ Nascont, Reportorium <all B infemmstion Ushtn [Precbytinion Plov ¥ Xl B 2004
5.7

“ty o« T eicr e boe
ere is nothing except name ,to connect him with the notorious John Salmon of

Danbury, probably executed in 1587 s(Bee P for the career o:i John Salmon)
6. William Perkins, among others, later emphasized this difficulty, see p.
T+ This was in 1645: Alan Everitt,Suffolk and the Great Rebellion, 1640-1660
(Suffolk Rec.30c.,iii,1960),p.73. They may have taken an even more active

The pamphlet chapter was 22 pages long and had Keith’s comments on it.
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T&i MOTIVES,METHODS AND NUMBER OF WITCHES:EVIDENCE FROM THE PAMPHLETS.

Detailed, often verbatim, reports of the depositiors of witnesses and

! the examination of suspects in witchcraft trials have occasionally survived

A in the form of popular pamphlets.’Usually they describe trials at the Assizes

those involved as accusers or accused; their age, their wealth, their
personality and their
was believed to workj;
witch to her familiar

ascribed to witches and the actual incident which was believed to haveg

1?5 d and in doing so the,

provide three principal kinds of information for the

relationships. Secondly,they indicate how witchcraft

historian of witchcraft. Firstly, they often give added inforuation about

the power of cursing, the relationship of the supposed

or to the devil. Thirdly,

they reveal the motives

prompted the bewitching. In giving these details, otherwise often inaaessible,

they become one of the most important of all sources for the study of

witchcraft.

(—‘\

the twenty-eizht 'Major English Witch Trials as Recorded in Contemporary
Pamphlets' listed by R.H.Robuoins, five are from Essex.l
of this has been an immediate assumption that Essex was a particularly
Q‘ ' witch-haunted county. Though this may beﬁ true,2

&
¢’P7 are a misleading indication of the densit) of witchcraft beliefs and

y

Essex is fortunate in possessing several detailed pamphlets. Of

pamphlets,

A primary consequence

in themselves,

prosecutions. Often a major trial, for instance that in Lancashire in 1633,

produced no pamphlets Essex Assize records show that peaks of accusations

in that county do not necessarily coincide with a pamphlet. This is shown

in the following tables-

TABLE 1: Assize prosecutions and pamphlets compared.

(Years with either 12 or more indictments, a pamphlet, or both)

Year Number of Indictments Pamphlet Year Number of Indictments Pamph.~
1566 4 3 1589 19 P

1572 16 - 1592 14 =

1574 15 — 1593 13 -

1576 12 - 1594 17 =

1579 13 P 1601 12 -

1582 18 P 1616 13 -

1588 35 - 1645 50 P(x2)

1. Robbins,Encylopedia...,pp.168-9.

2. See pp.
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Pamphlets (14)

suspect, onto the person who had precipitated the conflict in values. Such
a shift was rationalised and made acceptable by making the witch's offence
far worse than the original uncharitable act. for instance, the victim could
argue that although he had refused a loan of 12d. for a woman's sick husband
placing his kinship obligations before his neighbourly ones, yet this did

not justify an act of homicide by witcbcraft.l

Table 2¥: The supposed motive of witches,as revealed in the 1582 pamphlet.

Name of accused $upposed motive Folio reference
- )Ursley Kemp refused nursing of child. Av
a promised payment refused. A2v
refused a loan of 'scouring sand' A3
Joan Pechey a food dole given to her is not A4

of sufficient quality

Ales Newman refused 12d. for her sick husband A7
“y Ursula Kemp called 'whore' and other names B2
Elizabeth Benunet cursed,maligned and her cattlé cursed Bbév
her swine beaten and pitchforked BY
Alice Manfield a thatcher refused %o work for her unless Cév

he could get his master's permission
-, Eliz. Ewstace her daughter threatened (being a servant) CcT

“Cicely Celles | denied mault at the price she wants, C8v

!
/ her cattle hunted off a neighbour's land "

Ales Hunt é// denied a piece of 'Porke' B5
|| Ales Mantield® = denied 'curdes' ‘ Dév
i a 'greene place' in fron of her house 87
}: made muddy by a neighbour's muck«cart
i MCicely Celles refused the nursing of a child D8v
Ales Manfield!  refused a 'mess of milk' E2v
Margaret Grevell denied 'Godesgood! E2v
denied mutton E3
Eliz.Ewstace geese driven off a neighbour's land and hurt E4
Ursley Kemp physically attacked ES5 ov
3
1. 1582.P. 8ig.A7: for a further discussion of these probééms see pp.
Ursley Kemp physically attacked ES

The borough court chapter was shorter, just five pages, and again had Keith’s
comments on It.

62



1/ WITCHCRAFT PROSECUTIONS IN TOWNS: EVIDENCE FROM TH:-BOROUGH COURTS,

We have seen that witchcraft prosecutions were widespread in Essex
villages. The problem remains, however, éﬁﬁ how far this was a rural phonomenon,
and to what extent atatisticslbased on the Assize and other gensral courts,
understate the true number of cases because they do not include cases tried in
the independent borough courts.t/gi is clear that, in “ngland as a whole, a
considerable number of accused witches were punished in borough courts. For instanc
Wallace Notestein lists over three dozen cases from all over England-t{ked in
the boroughs; among them five from Great Yarmouth, four from King's Lynn and
five from Newcastle.2 As this chapter will demonstrate, the known prosecutions
could soon be increased by a search of the voluminous printed and manuscript

p¢kaJ2b°r°Ugh records.3 A particularly difficult problem is the amount of witchecraft
prosecution in London. That there were prosecthions in both ecclesiastical and
secular courts,from 1560 on,is evident.4 It also seems that London was especially
famous for its cunning folk; people travelled from all over Easex to visit them.5
s dithout a detailed study, however, it is not possible to go beyond an impression

that both black and white witchcraft were commonly prosecuted; su_ch prosecutions

-

never appear o have mounted at any one time into a holocaust similar to those
in Essex in 1582 or 1645. There are no famous trials of 'the London witches!
described in a Ccontemporary pamphlet. Yet accusations,of the kind we have been
studying in Essex, appeared in a steady stream at the Middlesex sessions. For
instarice, if we take the years 1612-1613 as a sample,there were nine persons
either indicted,or mentioned as suspects in a Tecognizance; all wera for-killing
of injuring human beings by witchcraft and they came from Holborn,Tottenhan,
Smithfield, Hampstead and several other suburbs.7 Over the same period,in Essex,
there were 15 people prosecuted, three of them in Harwich, the rest at the Assizes;
hat there are too many incomparable factors, for instance relative populatign and
survival of records to make this a useful comparative statistic. It does suggest,
l. Ewen believed that these courts were very important; he suggestedthat as many
cases were tried in 'independent courts' as ik the Assizes (p.112). If Essex is a
fair sample he greatly exaggerated thair importance: the ratio was more likely
about 1:8( see p. below)
'  2.Wotestein, Witchoraft...,Appendix C, ..
3. Two Essex prosecutions are listedy (another 22 have been added (see p. beloy).
A factor of ten would give over 300 persons tried at borough courts throughout
England, but Essex may be exceptional.Notestein only sampled printed records and

others have become accessible since he wrote: for an example of cases he missed
\3ee R,H.Morris,Chester during the Plantaganet & Tudor Periods

ecclesiastical cases discove
g. 3ee p.* below.
« Though it is impossible ‘to be ¢ategor i
g gorical until all the Trecords have b
thoroughly checked; as we have seen in Es i j s aea
ssex i i y
<l el ek n 1584, a major trial may not

~[+ Of course it would be wrong to think of Londo i i

1 { N as a city in our sen

: ;::'in:?f?ce, wa;h? neighbouring village,g§ghably little different er;e;a§;Mpstead
& Villages.,This complicates tha ‘question of whetn iteh : 3

___Were exacerbated or undermined b : W ol /
' 3 d J the break-down of the oplj ti 7

- relationships upon wh’ic\'} accusations wererfoundad in +us cac 2ODS_ and social .

red while Bearching for Lssex prosecutions, p,
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1966 JANUARY — MARCH OTHER RESEARCHERS

Patrick Collinson

Patrick Collinson was referred to in my letters to others — for example to Lady

Clay. His interest in ecclesiastical records overlapped with mine and he was part of
the new movement in social history.

21/2/66 Field Beo™
Cutgatey,

Nr.Ambleside,
Westmorland,

bear Dr.Collinson,
o . 1 have been peaning to write

to you for some time, but reading your interest-

~ing article on Field inm Essays to Neale has

finally spurred me on. I myself am working

at Worcester College, Oxford on & D.Phil

entitled 'Witcheraft prosecutions in Essex,

1560816805 a sociological analysis' and thkis

is due to be finished in October this years

1 am in the process of trying to see '

correlations between prosecutisns and other

treandsy one of which is puritanism. Your

thesis on the'Classical movement® was unfortunate-

~ly on loan from the University Library when I

was last there, but I have ordered it at the
Sodleian. My firet request is for permission
0o quote any small passages which may be
relevant to my thresis, though, of course, I
don't know what these will be yet. Secondly,
lickolas Tyacke (formerly of Balliol College)
te%i:gfoithat you are turning the thesis into
a bookK: is there any chance of this ‘ '
ia -the mear future? 3 apgoaffng
20 w0 At the moment I am undertaking a detailed
analysis of three 4ssex parishes, ::gfiold
Peverel,Boreham and Little Baddow. Though they
were adjacent their experience of the elassical
movement seeas to have been completely different.

.
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#hile a presbytery was supposedly set up at
Hatfield under Carew the other two vicars were
dismissed in the Puritan Survey as ! preaching
ministers'. I want to see, using all] local
records available - wills, manorial,parish :
registers etc. what this actually meant in these
villages. Obviously the ecclesiastichl ocourt
records are vital kere and 1 have o
list of all suspected puritans in the
villages and hope to relate them to
economic and social background: to
where they lived,what part they too
ecclesiastical affddrs (i.e. were
church-wardens etc), whether they in
what expression their religious bel
in their wills etc. 1 wonder if you
undertaken anything of this type eit
thesis or since 7 I would very much-
comments on the possibility of this
and any suggestions for further pro
sources.  Incidentally, do you know w
Bishop of London ever did answer th
-about the number of communicants in
ir bhis diocese. In the larleian Mss.
promises to do 20, but I"have not be
to locate such a listing. Alss, do y
if “there is any equivalent to the Li
Cleri edited by C.d.Poster (L
tidd) 7 This waas the enquiry about
of communicants, made in 1603, I tki
should be different from '"A viewe of|thé State
of the Clergie within the Countie of|Essex....’
1604 (BiMs 4705 d:22) or are they thé same ?
On the above two points the suggest to ask "~
you was made by RBilda Grieve of the Bssex '
Reoord Uffice.
In exchange for all these qu
might be interesied in the followi

enquiry

he parishes
5”) .. el L
B able

stions, you
case from

65



,"_"'“., * o, % ¢
- L L ) i ’ .y i = "
R = ® o 5 < 5l e lnde

’

~ Apologies for bothering you wilh a

when you must be very busy, but it is:
important for me to discover whether -
any link between puritanism and witchogafts I.
am writing the thesis in the Lakes (asf the adove
address) but come down to London for bpief
periods. Perhgps, if you are not too bysy, we
could meet and discuss sources and proplems for
tke study of popular religion ?

Yours sincerely,

ﬁ

Alan lacfar%ano

Dr.Patrick Collinson, ‘
Department of History,k\tp Ct“'j",
University of London,\U
Senate House,
Malet Street,
Lond“, W.C.l ;

To which Collinson kindly replied as follows (I don’t recall meeting him, but perhaps
we did). [A better scan could be made]

Margaret Bowker — continuation of an earlier correspondence (the date should be
1966, not 1965)
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" 4/1/65. B!
77 R s

0, g.P‘“‘M%‘g
Dear Mrs.Bewker,

Thank you very much for your letter
of Kovember re.witches. I was interested to hear of
yourrwork on pre-Reformation ecclesiastical records.
I have been studying such records, particularly
these of tke arch-deacon, for the perisd 1560-1660 in
Esgex and am very impressed by their value. The
‘comperta and detecta' and depesitions are particularly
useful for marriage customs, sccial mobility, land
holding, religious deviatimg, and, of course,
witcheraft and sorcery. But you will know all this.

I see there is one C15 case in Andrew Clark(ed),
Linceln Diocese Decuments....(1914), where he throws
in some Clf Essex cazes (pp 108-110) for =eod
measure. I alse have the caes in A.H.(hompson (ed),
Visitations ic the Diocese of Lincoln...(1940).

I would be most grateful ,however, if you would send
me any references you have, not just these for $4'74
Bedford. The amount of witcheraft prosecution before
the Reforsation is an extremely murky subject and any
help medievalists can offer will be very gratefully
received.

If you have the time, I would be most
interested to hear something mors general about your
work. A friend of mine, Ralph Houlbrooke of Worcester
Cellege, bas just started a D.Phil. on the
pre-Reformation church - you will bave hezd of this
6o doubt. Do you have detailed visitstion records -
for instance similar to those for Hereford in 1397 -
for this peried 7 Do you suppose it would be able
to select three or four villages ever 500 or 100
Jears and re—construct (with the use of other records,
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¥ : (2)

for instance wills, manerial etc) the religious
and secial life 7 1 am working along these lines
for three Bssex villages for 1560-1600 and there
is an enormeus zmount of material. Fer instance

for 1 village I have over 100 wills, 150 feldes p.ae

of manor court reoll and ever 1,000 cases in the
arch-deacenry court. As you will see, the last of
these figures works out at about 1 case for this
village every 2 weeks. Since it is an extremely
Puritan village, it is pessible to work out in
some detail net only tke names, but alse the
economic status, the marriage relationships, the
place of residence, the occupations etc. of
tre Puritans. 1 wonder if tkis would be pessible
for your peried 7

Serry to trouble you witk this. It is the
witchcraft that I am really after, so den't
take any notice of the second pari of the letter
unless it interests you.Ir at any time I can help
you in any way - for instance send you some
atatistics of witcherai't presecution -~ please
let me know.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Macfarlane

To which Dr Collinson replied [a better scan could be inserted].
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Dalugae :
.
Universit- of London, Aing's
wollage,

Karch 12th 1968

LDegr ky, KacFarlane,

I muat apo'opise for lsaving your interssting Iwek
letter unanaverddx for sc long. Une reason for mx the delay
1fes in the many questions that you raise, There is so much
that I should like to say in reapose Lo some of these points
that L think thabt 1t =ould bs best ir, as you sugrest, we were
to meet when you are next in London. I very rarely leave Londm
thesa days., 80 let me know vhen you come to town and we can
arrange & meeting., Another reason for this tardy reply i1s that
She book to which you refer (on Elizabethan Puritanism) finally
went to press ~esterday. If all goes well (not a foragone
conclusion) &% should be out by about this time next year., ko
earlier, I'm afraid.

I am most interes ed in your subject, and have been ever
eince I saw how many references there sre So witcheraft in the |
assize indictment slips at the PRO., 4f you do manaze to get
hold of my thesis you will see how much material it contains
on “segex puritanism, but you w111 slso see that I have not been
able t¢ do the close local resesarch into individuals witich
‘ou ara develoring, (I was covering the who'e of England,) I
shall be very interes ed Lo sea your findings in due course.
But I think that you will find a pretty clear picture in my
thesis o' the "singular' and semi-sereratist character of the
'godly' in Essex., Ffhis is used again in my book., And I shall
draw on Eseex archdeaconry materisl for a paper I am doing for
'Pact and Pregant! on porular rrosestantiss under Elizabeth,
{sa, d0 draw on my thepsis for any things which intereat you.
Put I should be zlad to be told what you prorose 50 ume,

and “4ttle Paddow, or rather of the incumbents, is the correct
one, “arew wasn't at fatfield for very long of course, and his
position &s donatee was precarious, is subseguently served

two Lpawich donatives, and there is some fascinating saterhdl on
\h&s vinlatry there in the Yorwich Depcsition Pooks - see uy
theais, His presbytery at “atfield was, I think, a presbytery
in inverted commas, I shall welcome & chance to talk abou .
If you lookk at a dialogue by Georgze Gif odd of “aldon, A

Briefe discourse of the ... countrie divinitie ( 1582) you will
I fhalrk TInd a portrait of the ala-bench vicar of Great

Paddow in the 'Athecs' of that dilalogue, verjmdnly he 1s vicar
of'G,B.', and he and Zelotes are walking towards chelmsford,

j§~ I an sure the view you have of “atfield Paversl, Soreham

I look forward very much to meetins you.

fours sincerely,
"”ﬁ::;__-

Hilda Grieve
I owed an enormous debt of gratitude to Hilda Grieve. She was the Student’s room

Supervisor at the Essex Record Office. I can still see her sitting at a raised table,
perhaps behind a glass screen, with a special mat to keep her coffee well away from
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the documents. She was one of the leading figures nationally in palaeography, and
here (?two) guides, with ample illustrations and parallel texts, to local palacography
was probably my major aid in learning how to read the almost impossibly difficult
ecclesiastical and other records. The formal palacography of ‘court hand’ I had started
in Oxford was of no use for this kind of work and without Hilda’s patient help on a
daily basis over the first few weeks, I would probably have given up. So it is a
pleasure to find our correspondence around this time. I imagine I did not need to write
in 1965, as | was on the spot, but when I retired to write up in the Lakes, I started to
write to her.

My first letters were clearly after visits.

Q . ZB/y(\_’(Q‘

I hope to be in Essex on Honuay
for a couple of days and won.er il you counld beok
me in ? I want to check ew ecclesiastical 16
cther references.¥y witches and detiiled stuay of

Hatfield Peverel "0 wells even as 1 write my mother

ind sister are tranzlatins wills from the microfilms!i
Has Mr.Emmison been able to zet the DBoreham parish
resister for microfilming yet ? I would also like

to have the Little Baddow rezister microlilmed - to

1403 - but will arranze that wheli I arrive. I hope
11l zoes well with you 2ad that vou have hid time
to work on Chelmsford. I look forxard very muct

to seeing you all: regards to Arthur,Ron,Nincy etc.

Yours,

(“lan Macfarlane)
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16/2/66 Pield Head,

Outgate,
Nr.Ambleside,
destmorland.

Dear Hilda,

Many thanks for your help during my
last visit. Please thank the others for me. As
usual it was a pleasant and profitable time.

1 wonder if you could ask Brian to microfilm

the wills on this list ? As you see 1 am

moving on to the villages around Ratfield

Peverel - which also had witches.

, I have applied for the Brentwood jjob,
usin: your name as you kindly gave me permission.
I don't think they'll be interested as I made

it clear that I would be working at anthropology
at the same time. Still, I'm trying every
possible source.

I enclose a copy of a list of a few
wills at the County Record Office, County Hall,
London which might interests you - tho' I
expect you've listed them yourselves. As you
see I only go to 1603 and only include date
and place.

I look forward to seeing you all
at the end of March. Please tell Arthur I will
be sending him witches for Ingatestone shortly.
Regards to all.

Yours sincerely,

Miss H.E.P.Crieve,
Student's Room Supervisor,
Essex Record Office.

Paul Slack continued
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15/4/66 Picld Head,

e Ou “‘t.'
¥r.Ambleside.

Westmorland.

4( # "“’,‘j" Hue uﬁbﬁg\

Many thanks for the loan of these: most Interesting. I will reserve
my comments ussil such times as I have tried the'Method' out om my
witeh villages. Thanks also for coffee and a most stimulating exchange.
When I have donme a little more on Boreham,Little Baddow and Hatfield
Peverel and 'theories of causation' we should have even more valuable
oxchanges. I won't write at length now . Hefo are just a few odd references.

Dear Paul,

Essex Rocord Office.

Woman attends on small pox sufferers 3636. D/ABD 7. f.113.

An *infection' in Chipping Ungar from which a child and mother died,1626,

D/AEA 36 £.134.

A woman unable to appear at the court 'by reuson of the falling sickness'
1639, D/AEA 42. f.83.v.

(the three above, takem from s partial calendsr mgy be inaccurate up

to 2 folios in either direction)

1665 Passengers from London not allowed to land unless they have a
certificate that they are not from an infected area. Q/SR 406/104.

(ef. also 406/100 & 407/62, 66,67 )
Man allows the 'infected' to come out of t eir house, c.1647-8. Q/3R 406/58,
A pox known as 'the sleping evill' - Q/SR 251/35,6.

Etc.
A plague in Bssex in 1€40, esp. Braintree - referred to in Peck,Désiderata
-~ Curiosacss..vol.IX. p. 474 ( 1779 edition)

Rogulations for the Plague made by JPs - tax to be collected, 2 women
viewers appointed etc. 30 July, 1603, Harwich Borough Records Bundle 6/7

dken you are in Essex, if you write to the Student's Room Supervisor
(Miss H.E.P.Grieve) you will find that there are a number of plague
refs. in thoir subject index. My landlady in Essex (15/- bk b) is
Mrs. L.Heathwood, 10 Weight Road, Chelasford 1 I don't know if she takes
married couples , but you could try. It might be worth mefitioning me.
Good luck, perhaps we will coincide. Iw will get in touch
tefore 1 come South to try and arrauge a meeting.

All the N"-’

Joan Thirsk contd.
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Dear ¥rs. Inirsk,

You may remember that 1 wrote to you
some months ago about a talk you rave to Ur.Heoskin's
serinar at All Soul's. You very Kindly edited ny
notes on the talks thank you for this and for your
letter. 1 took your zavice, and wrote to Prcessor
Pirth about ways and means of doing ant)ropolozy. le
ver; kindly saw me and assured me th.t tiere would
be no barrier to my reading wthropole.y at LedeZ;
but, as I expected, was unable to s -rest any financial
source which would support me. . still intend tc Zo,
though 1 haven't worked out howeBut that is by the
Wiy e

I write to ask whether you could kindly let me
snow of anyone you know who is working on a detailed
village study - for the peried 1500-1700 - f{rom any,
even vazuely, sociolojical angle. I ask because 1 have
just embarked on a study of such a kiud for a2 couple
of ksasex villazes. I am hoping to «ork out - via wills,
ecclesiastical,manor anc otrer court records etc =-
the social background to witcherai't procecutions Lhere,
Already 1 am gathering a good dezl of material on
populur religion, kinship etc. which may come in
useful luter, but 1 very much feel the need for some
comparative statistics on subjects which are omitted
by the Laslett school. I huve writtern tc Mrs. Spuflford
and Hr.Havinden, whose uames I fourd in souwe ol your
Ag.Bist.diev. bibliographies, but neither seem to have
done wuch beyond o purely eccnomic analysis. I would
like to discuss 211 these matters wit" sozeone who has
attempted social and cultural reconstruction based on
sosething beyond pariah revisters. Thank you for any
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suggestions you make.

I will ve in Oxfora for the weex-ends of
Friday=Sunday 28-30 Jan.ine 95-7 Febe auc if you wsere
free at any time would be most grateful to discuss
'sociological' history and,possibly, witcheraft
with you. I realize you must be very busy ana will, o
course, understand if you cannot munage either of
these times. I am writing sy tiesis at home, in
Westimorland (an interestii; comparisor. $to0o Esgex
a3 you say,) and this is why my visits to Uxford are
80 brief. If you reply to Worcester, could you
put 'To await arrival' on the e.velope, otherwiss
they'll forward anything.

I hope you are enjoyinug Oxford and that we
shall meet, if not aow, on soume future occasion.

Yours sincerely,

(Alan Macfarlane)

Hugh Trevor-Roper — continued
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Dear Prolessor Trevor-ioper,

o —  You very kindly siic I
rizht come and see you sometime this ters . I will

ve in Oxford from Friduy to Sunday z28-30 Jan. and
5=7 Feb. and 1 wondered wret'er you woeuld be frae

at either time 7 I'm sorry tc only offer suc restric
periods but, as you knowy, 1 am writing my thesis in
the Lage District and cornsequently only pass t!roush
Oxford. I do hope e can have 1 talx us 1 would very
much value jyour comuents both on my present work, auc
oin my fulure plans. "Witcheraft' is progressing very
well, but I find writing a str.in all the saue. When
I finisk, at the end of the yeazr, 1 hope t¢ go to the
lLo.don 3chool of Economics to dou a diploma in social
anthropology. People are z2lways advoesting thrit
historians should Uve 'sociclogically aware' but 1
baven't been able to discover anjyoue who is, in a
tansible (financial) way ,prepared to vack me.l imusi
this is beyond even the long arm of a Regius I'rolessc
of Ilistory 7 Perbaps you think it would e 2 waste ¢
time 7 I would be most grateful for any advice sou
could give me. I feel I am at a cross-roads, ard thou
1 feel 1 probably know what 1 should do 1 hzven't muc
confidence in my convictions.

If you could gee me I would ve very happy. 1
you are very busy, perhaps 1 could write to you at
greater leugth from my Wordsworthian fastness 7 I he
your many works all jo well. I apprecinte your contirn
interest in my +ork: it mukes me feel slightly less
isclated.

Yours si.cerely,

(Alan Macfarlaue)

75



From The Regius Professor of Modern History History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,
Oxford.
Telephone XXXRE 13388

24th January, 1966.

i, le an r);c{m[avu,

Many thanks for your letter. I would be delighted to see you.
Would you care to call on me here at 11 o'clock on Friday, 28th January?
I would be free then and would very much like to talk with you. Meanwhile
I will think about your problem and hope to have something articulate to
say about it.

70\,.\5 ,U‘:\A/\
H, . Trzv e - RA}}.«A

P.S. You write from the Lake District but give no address, so I am
sending a copy of this letter to await you at Worcester College
in case the top copy misses you.

A. D. J. Macfarlane, Esqg.,
Worcester College,
Oxford.
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From The Regius Professor of Modern History History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,

- FilN{U"

o

=)

Telephone

Oxford.
43388

9 February 1966

A‘(M ’hﬂ,\q

Thank you very much for your kind letter. I was very glad
to see you when you were here, and I would certainly like to see

you again any time you are here. But will I be here in "six weeks"?

I fear that I may not be. It will be in vacation and I may well

be in Scotland or abroad. But do anyway look me up if I am here.
Meanwhile I will keep an eye out for any means of support for you
in your project of working in London.

Incidentally I am re-writing for publication the paper I
once wrote on the witch-craze. I wonder if there have been any
special studies which I have missed, more particularly on trials
on the Continent. Do you happen to know of any good recent work?
Apart from the two studies by Ba¥oux (on Quingey and Luxeuil)\I
know nothing recent; but I may well have missed something. So if
you do happen to know of anything, do please tell me.

I suppose you are now buried again in your hut in the Lake
District. I hope that work goes well in that isolated hermitage.

YT

A. D. J. MacParlane, Bsq., M/VL (TR M; .
Worcester College,

Oxford.
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16/2/66 Pield Head,
Qutgate,

Nr.Ambleside,

Westmorland.

Dear Professor Trevor-Roper,

Thank you very much for
your kind letter. It is always good for my morale
and status within the fumily to get a letter from
a2 Regius Professor. I do hope we will manage to
overlap at Oxford. I will write as soon as I know
exactly when I will be down. _

You kindly said 1 might have your support in
my bid to get financial aid for my London project,
80 I have taken the liberty of quoting you as a
possible referee for z lectureship at Drentwood
Training College. I do hope this was alright. I
would have written and asked specifically, but
there was a rush to get the form off ian time. Also
I think it very unlikely that they will dother you
or be interested. I told them noct %o consider the
application undess they were prepared to let me
take an MH.Sc. at london at the same time as
teaching with them. I doubt if they will swallow
this, even witk your aname bebind 1t,

I'nm afraid I don't know of much that's
comc out recently on Continental witcheraft. You'll
know of J.C.Baroja's The World of the Witches,(1964)-
mostly about Basquee witcheraft - I'am sure. 1've
only dipped into it and wasu't very impressed. The
only anthropologist he quotes is Kr.i.Benedict
{meaning Huth Benedéct).You probably know also

Re.Delcambre, Le Concept de la 3orcellerie dans le
Duché de Lorraine au Clé & C1] (Waarg(2),1947,1949)
and Die Hexenprozesse in Franken by Friedrich
Merzbach.r (C.l.Beck'sche Verlagsbuchb¥andlung,1957).
Thee latter has, apparently, a very comprehersive
bibliography. You will know that Notestein has

just been reprinted. Though you are doudbtful of its

relevance a very good anthropological account has
Just been publisheds M.G.Marwick, ‘Sorcery in its
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Social Setting (Manchester,19€5).

I can't remember If I ever told you the results
of my hunt for that book by E.R.5now, Secret's of the
North Atlantic Islands which purported to reveal
a bitrerto unknown mid-Cl8 American witchcraft trial.
This case was not in either of his other books =
'Tales of the Atlantic coast' or 'Amazing sea stories
never told before' but these titles suggest ke might
well have written such a book - even though it is not
mentioned in either the Bodley or B.M. catalogue.

I am interested to hear that you are going
to publish jour paper on witchcraft. As you know, we
agree to differ on a lot of major interpretations,bdut
perkaps this is because we work on different sources
and different levels. You work on the branches and
the broad outlines, 1 tend to get buried in the
leaves. But both these are preferable to counting
the twigs end small offshoots.( a metaphor borrowed,
1 expect you'll remember, from a conversation
between Namier and Toyntee: I hope the comparison
won't annoy you!l).

dould it be presumptious to cite a few exceptions
to points in the paper you lent me., You are prodabdly
going to alter it anybhow. Un p.4. you say that the
'witch-mark', the insensitive spot which revesaled
the witch....was not recognized here(i.e. Eagland).
Of course the Newcastle 'pricking' episode was an
exception - tho' this may be attributed to 3cottish
influence. In a number of Englishk trials people
search the witch for her mark Qute,in England, it
was more often a protuberance or red spot, easily
visible, than the dead patck which required pricking.
The divided opinion on the subject (& attitudd of
puritan clergy) is nicely shown in one of the
discussions at the Dedham classis where a ménister
moved 'how he might know a witche': 'some said ahe
might ve found out by serche in her bodie , some
thought that to be fancy in the people easilie conc-
-giving such a thinge and to be reproved in them'.
(K.GuUsher, The Presbyterian Xovemente.... (Camd.Soc.
3“.501'.8. ,9070)0

Un the same page you say that 'incubi and
succubi were purely clerical inventions', and were
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not amony the furniture of lay or protestant minds'.

I think this is too strong. Of course the thing was
systematized and spread by the Catholics, but the

idea of sexual demons which assualted one in the

night was much older and zrose from the 'folk' mind.
Perhaps it was the Church which united the two

ideas. Certainly there were cases in land of a
very similar idea . A nice [AAfUBIIANER/ case is
quoted in J.5.Purvis,Tudor Parish Doouments of the
Diocese of York (pp.l197-9 contzain several witchcraflt
cases),(1940).A woman was tried Cor slandering 'that
there dwelleth a witeh within three houses at one time
& five houses at another, & uppm further examination,
she confessed hersell tc be ridden with a witch

three times of one night, being thereby greatly aston-
-ished & upon her astonishment awaked her husband'.
(Ridden, 1 am told, is an euphemism). The devil was
not far from an Incubus in the confession of

Elizabeth Clarke before Mopkins.

Cn p.5. you say that the witch-manias -~ waz
"inatituted, inflamed & prolonged....by organiged
religion', and on p.l16 "What wis needed was an
anti-clerical revolution, & revelt of lay reason...'
Of course this iz a huge point & I can't deal with
it here. But it is not true of England. Here, as I
hope to show in detail anon, the Church courts were
mild, the ecclesiastics not interested in finding
'witchen' and the pressure for thre punishment of
witches came I'rom their neighbours. Thoughk it is
astisfying to pin the dlame on some particular group
or institution no one was blameless. It is difficult,
as you redlize, to fit Italy - once tho Church legan
to congrol persecution - into this pattern (or Spain).
I think your solution, that persecution spread where
the clergy bhad power but not discipline & where
the 1sity lacked educntion and social strength is
very ingenious. I must admit I find it difficuls to
find a hole in it.

Ae you knuw, we disagree over the interpretat-
~ion of Bacon and Selden's remarks. Ferhaps this is
tecause I am convinced tist bdelieving in witcheraft
wa2s not shameful or lunatic or even illogical. This
is the hooror of it. That sane, well-intentioned,
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logica) men, men who reveal themselves to have
been so like us in many ways, suddenly reveal
both the awful consequences of putting any
set of assumptions into action. Witcheraft beliet
also reveal that there is a great void between
their world and our world, an abyss which we
might never, otherwise, have noticed since i1t
lieskE in tke unquestioned and unspoken depths
of mociety, in the assumptions and pattern of
thought of the age. It is terrifying that just
48 they were unable, for the most part to break
out of this, 20 we must be committing awful
atrocities because we also are based on
assumptions we can never question. But enough
sermonising. Perkaps we can talk over some of
these points when we Meet ? If you would like
any statistics of the leaf variety, mainly
on Essex (the sex, age,number, seography of etc.
witches) do please let me know.

Forgive me for taking up so muck of
your time. My regards, if you will pardon them,
Lo your secretary, Carol.

Yours sincerely,

Professor H.R.Trevor-Roper,
History Faculty Library,
Herton Street,
OXFORD.
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From The Regius Professor of Modern History History Faculty Library,

Merton Street,

Oxford.
Telephone KXXXX L33!

22nd March 1966

Dear Alan,

Thank you for your letter of the 20th to Professor Trevor-
Roper saying that you will be in Oxford this weekend.

Unfortunately he is abroad until Monday 28th - in France.
Will you be here on Monday also? He returns about lunch-time, and

would probably be in Oxford by about 3 p.m. If you won't still be

here I am sure he will be sorry to miss you, but as you say, try
again next term.

Yours sincerely,
ﬁl’( é/kk\‘ol
(haciy )

i«
Alan Macfarlane, Esq., (L(h-}}v.. + 20/314’ ”
LT R
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From The Regius Professor of Modern History History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,
Oxford.
Telephone XXXXE 143388

25th March, 1966.

Leoan lan

I have had to come back early from France and so have found your
letter of 20th March and Carol's answer to it. I will now be in Oxford
on Saturday and Sunday and would very much like to see you. I would
like to ask you to a meal, but I dare not dc so at the moment, since
my wife is i1l (that is why we had to come back from abroad) and is
going back into a nursing home for a few days. Would you care to
telephone me, at my home (47262) either tonight, Friday, or tomorrow,
Saturday, morning at about 8.45-9.0 a.m.? I will then know the

position a little better.

WL T'u./vw— 'p\«v‘l.,q,.

A. D. J. Macfarlane, Esq.,
Worcester College,
Oxford.
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1966 APRIL TO JUNE
Medical

Apart from a cold and possibly blocked ears, I seem to have been pretty fit
during these years. There are occasional references in letters to appointments with
dentists in the Lakes and perhaps the doctor, Dr Millchrist of Ambleside who I
remember with affection. One indication of this is the following screening
information.

MANCHESTER REGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD
MASS RADIOGRAPHY SERVICE

Please fill in your name and address etc. below. This form will then be
returned to you with the report.

Pull (USE BLOCK LETTERS) o
Name Mr. v : f . This type of
Mlm IMACEARLANE . *_A(—AN) exainlnation
S not
Ca = 14 ‘.@ ! A1 available
Present ' - L l h.. ) J U-r& - ’ for gh“ggm
Address / ~ - - e
’ | D~ L years or
A AL B DE | WEsToRie) oo o,
- mothers
el “a
. - D Dz:{_ Occupation ,}'\C .{

IF THE RESULT IS NOT SATISFACTORY A REPORT SHOULD ALSO BE SENT TO YOUR FAMILY
DOCTOR. IF YOU ARE WILLING PLEASE GIVE YOUR DOCTOR'S NAME AND ADDRESS: -

DY M\ LCage 18T AL EsBE

Theuk wow for ¥ arrthet yOur

REPORT (. Foy‘uwﬁ'lt?rk ate%n?i&&%eq_@
Chest Yorsw s

25NN volunteer

Mﬁb"ﬁ" (lityoumn

for Mass Radlograp hy agaid

oppoﬂ:umty

PLEASE KEEP THIS FORM CAREFULLY AND TAKE IT WITH YOU
WHENEVER YOU HAVE AN X-RAY EXAMINATION IN FUTURE

Family Papers and their location

The following short correspondence shows several things: my interest in the family

papers which were clearly at Field Head; my realization of their value and that

perhaps they should be deposited at some time; my early archival interests in colonial
archives etc. Fortunately I did not proceed with any deposit, as we have worked on
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them a good deal since, though now, nearly fifty years later, they are starting to be
deposited, not in the Bodleian but in the Cambridge University Library.

(RY SUPPLEMENT THURSDAY MAY

19 1966

PRIVATE THOUGHTS ON PUBLIC POLICY

LA major experiment in the collection
“of contemporary archives is taking
“place a1 Oxford. Some of its fruis,
up 1o the present, will be shown
to the public a1 an exhibition
fhere nmext week (on Friduy, May
27, a1 Khodes House. Oxford, 10 am.
10 4 pom)  Jointly, the University
Colonial Records Project (collecting
privale papers aboul service and
travel in Britain's former colonial
empire) and the Middle East Centre
of Si. Antony’s College (collecting
private papers on British nincteenth
and twentieth-century policy and
achievement in the Middle Easl) are
showing their accessions. The two
collections will henceforth be avail-
able 10 scholars of all universities
and nationalities, the colonial one in
the Commonwealth section of the
Bodleian Library at Rhodes House,
and the Middle East one in Su
Amony’s College Librury,

The object of this double drive is
to preserve for the use of future his-
torians, including historians coming
from new countries of Asia and
Africa with an interest in their own
antecadents, the mass of material
known fo be lying in desks, Nbraries
and attics all over the British Isles
and in Ireland. Private papers reveal
moments of truth; they are far
removed from the bland assurance
that is bound to mark statements of
public policy. But they provide a
living picture of the perplexities and
anxieties, the frustrations as well as
the triumphs, the moments of wrath
as well as the selfless concept and
warm fellow-feelings that colour the
process of government in any terti-
tory, whether dependent or inde

pendeat.

In the work of collecting the papers,
far the most intractable problem is the
discovery of owners of material.
Many of these have no idea that
lelters or press<utlings that their fore-
bears preserved are of the slightest
interest outside their family. Yet a
mass of useful information belongs
not only to former potentates such as
a Governor or a High Commissioner,
but 1o district oflicers, merchants,
soldicrs, teachers, doctors, mission-
aries or travellers for pleasure. How
locate it? A list of Colonial Ser-
vVice pensioners or a handbook of for-

From a Special Correspondent

mer club members may help with the
job, but neither identifies the married
daughter who has changed her name
but mherited her father’s papers, Lists
of people worth writing to have saow-
balled as one poteatial owner ¢alls
others to mind, but need to snowball
faster il papers of value are to be
saved from the wastepaper baskel. A
main purpose of next week's exhibi-
ton is o speed the process of detec-
tion, and to alert owners who have
not hitherto thought of their material
as uselul to posterity.

The collections do not compete with
one another, or with other national
or local libraries, They aim to rescue
material not now publicly available,

endeavour is 1o save this from
destruction  before owners die or
move, or become too frail to bother
about their documents. Once inside
a library, the papers can be handled
by gqualified archiviss.  Sometimes
piapers cannot be acquired, the
owners preferring to retain them while
allowing historians access to them.
In this event, scholars ¢an be helped
to find out whether and where papers
are accessible: Si. Antony’s is estab-
lishing an index showing where all
known private  material on the
Middle East is lying, whether in
other libraries or in private hands,
and whether in Britain or abroad.
Both libraries keep * negative cards™
showing the names of those who kept
nothing, or whose papers are known
to have been Jost or destroyed.

Modern techniques such as Xerox
and microfilm photography have
permitted the copying of documents
that might not otherwise have been
available, either because families
want to kee&dthem. of because they
have been ged outside Britain,
Both the hibraries concerned are
geared to observe restrictions set by
families on the use of their papers, as
well as, of course. British Govern-
ment restrictions impased by the
Official Secrets Act. All such papers
will be availabe in the course of
time.

The accessions already gathered by
the Colonial Records Project are re-
markable for their bulk as well as
for their interest. Some cover the
whole range of an individual’s service

&9

from the momeni of first landiog 3s a
novice to the day of retirement with
band playing, crowd waving, and
lumps in all throats at the end of a
long kife of service. Among the
papers it owns are thirty-three
volumes of Sir Phikp Mtchel's
diaries in East Africa, the seventy-six
volumes of Colonel  Richard
Meinertzhagen's diaries that are of
course far fuller than the three or
four successful books on East Africa
and the Middle East that he based
on them ; it also possesses many Asia
recards such as Sir Shenton Thomas's
memorands on the war in Malaya.
Minor as well as major ics,
personal as well as public problems
are represented—Tristan da Cunha’s
day-to-day doings as well as diaries
of prisoners of war toiliag in Japan-
ese hands after the fall of Singapore.
The St. Antony's exhibit on the
Middle East displays single docu-
ments of significance, and shows
seriatim  documenls on  dealings
with Napoleon in Egyt and
with Mchemet Al, and oa more
recent subjects such as the eccupa-
tion of Egypt, the settlement of
accounts with the Arabs after the
First World War, and the conundrum
of Palestine. Probably the most illu-
minating documents shown are letters
and mcuw“:‘:m:ﬁ:‘ okoimlml?Va;
pundits a cials includi or
Balfour, Sir Herbert Samuel, Lord
Allenby, Miss Gertrude Bell and Sir
Mark Sykes,

The work of collection has a term
10 it. The generation with imperial
experience will not Jive for ever, and
tends to bequeath its goods to flat-
dwellers who have no room for old
papers.  Speed, therefore, is of the
essence in this systematic search, Let-
ters home, diaries, memoranda, old
and unobtainable local pamphlets,
books of press cuttings, old photo-
graphs—all can be sorted and indexed
if only owners can be fraced and will
cooperate.  All over the world, new
universities are sprouting alongside
the old, all eager to produce hi |
works on the emergence of Asia and
Africa from variepated states of
dependence. Here at Oxford, provided
scholars learn of its eXistence, i3 an
indispensable ull of raw material for
their job.
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\ Pield Nead
29/5/66 ’
9/5/ Outgate,
Nr.Ambleside -
destuorland.

Dear 35ir,

I read with interest in the Times
Literary Supplement of Kay 19 of the
Colonial Records Project. Our (:mily have
a collection of papers, photograpas etc.
belonging to a Kr.iodway Bwinhoe, a soliciter
in Bu™ma between 1870-1900. They are mostly
of a personal nature - collections of mytns
ard anecdotes and some delightful sketches
etc. Possibly there might be something of
interest to you and if you gave me = cle-res
idea of whatf /e type or material you
are after I could let you know what there
is. I velieve my father is sorting through
the papers at the moment.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Macfarlane
he Arckivist,
Goloanial Records Project
Rbhodes llouse,
Oxford.
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY COLONIAL RECORDS PROJECT

Dame Margery Perham
The Beit Professor of the Histary of the British Commorwealth
The Director of the Institute of Commonwealth Studies
The Superimendent of the Rhodes House Library

Director: The Institute of Commonwealth Studies
J.J. Tawney 20/21 St Glles

Assistant Director: Oxford
1. Lloyd Phillips Tel. Oxford 57541 /59831

lst June 1966,

Aevie P Prac polosen.

Thank you for your letter of 29th May addressed to the
Archivist of the Oxford Colonial Records Project, I was indeed
interested to heer of your collection of papers belonging to
Mr, Swinhoe dealing with his Burm& service at the emd of the
last century,

However, the field in which the Oxford Colonial Rscords
Froject functions is restricted to the former Colonial Empire
and we do not collect pepers relating to India or Buirma, 1
have, however, mentioned Mr, 8winhoe's papers to the Librarim
of the Indian Institute at Oxford and I understand that he is
much interested in this collectione, I am accordingly sending
your letter and a copy of this reply to the Indian Institute
and I have no doubt that a further letter will bs sent to you
by that organisation,

Thank you again for letting me know about these papers

and I am only perscnally sorry that we cannot add them to our
collection for the reasons I have explained.

Z-“_____‘ /'wltcw"ﬁ

" -
Alan Macfarlane Esq., /-l"’)’ fureist
Fleld Head, -
Cutgate,
Er. Amdbleside,
Westmorland, I. Lloyd Phillips

CeCe HW. Alderman EBQ‘.
The Indian Institute, Broad St., Uxford.
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\ DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN MSS.
BODLEIAN LIBRARY
Please reply to
OXFORD

Telephone: OXFORD 44675
4th June, 1966.

THE KEEPER OF WESTERN MSS.

RWH/VCD

Dear Mr, Macfarlane,

Your letter to the archivist of the Colonial
Records Project has been forwardeé here, since the
papers you mention hardly fall within the scope of
the project. But if you are looking for a home for

Eﬁe papers, we should be happy to consider accepting
em,

Yours sincerely,

R._ W, H~awl

Keeper of Western NSS.

Alan Macfarlane, Esq.,
Field Head,

Outgate,

Nr, Ambleside,
Westmorland.
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i Thenk you for your reply
congerning a suggestion I made that the
Colonia llecoﬂ; Project/micht be inptercsted
in Fome mp&a’%f Nr.245kinhoe. D ghink, for
a% Teast, we would like to keep
| ,he 9 el fhsj ane/not of immediate interest
\? to you or the Project. If my parents decide
i epJSA; tham will jinfPrm . ¢
3 "Q '\\JL 5\ f'/l' l/ﬁ ﬂu

; \/ﬁ ;ox—;rs s%ncerelyt

: -\_) \\i Alan Mac?arlane

e ri.\ﬂunt,usq.,
per of destern Mss.,
B, ¢ + Departmexnt of Western Hss.,
B ™ Bodleian Library,
N OXFORD,
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24/4/66 % Field Head,
‘ OUtgate’

Nr.Ambleside,

Vi§1/>/ Westmorland.

Dear Harry,

Sorry to bother you once again,
but I wonder if you'd mind scrawling a note
to the Secretary of the Graduate School and
posting it in the enclosed. I am applying 1
an M.Sc. in social anthropology starting ir
October of this year and the form says thai
*All aprlicaats should ask two teachers whe
are familiar with their work to write on t!
behalf direct to the Secretary...' I suppo:
they just want a general blurb. Thanks.,

I hope everything goes well with you
and your feeling rested. I will be down the
week-end of 6th-8th May and, if you can sp:
the time, would very much like to meet for
another chat. Will arrange this when I arr
Ihe thesis goes well and I now have the whe
family sittin; round the'tele' doing famil,
reconstitution - I imagine my sister's ana.
of the 'age-specific marriage rate' will g«
a little crazy when the Beatles appear. I !
Keith has got into an argument with Cooper
look forward to hearingz all the scandal.

I included a copy of my application to the L.S.E. to read anthropology.
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To which he replhed:

HOWARD JOHNSON'S MOTOR LODGE
By-pass 61 & 190, 727! Airline Hwy., Baton Rouge, La.

Serving you in the Howard Johnson tradition with
complete faclhhes for large or small groups. Enjoy

(w1

458798

I suspect that it was a card from Harry which finally alerted me to the fact, which the
L.S.E. had failed to inform me, that there was a new S.S.R.C. scheme to support
postgraduate research and I might be eligible. I wrote to the L.S.E. and they agreed 1
could apply - and I did get one. This made all the difference. The pencil note from
Harry to this effect was as follows:
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I was already beginning to discover the important fact that busy and well-connected
people’s scribbled cards suggesting things could be very important - something I
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remember being told when I arrived in the Department of Social Anthropology at
Cambridge in relation to Jack Goody’s almost illegible, but always worthwhile,
messages.

*

Fred Holdsworth

Fred was an important person in my life. He was a little older than me, I think, but
was on the edges of the ‘gang’ of Lakes friends who partied and met over my Oxford
years and perhaps before. He was particularly interesting as the proprietor of a very
good bookshop in Ambleside, from which I bought many of my books (and probably
gramaphone records) and through his help obtained books over the years - even in
Nepal. I do not have any letters from him, but one Christmas Card 1s an indication of
his presence.

Wishing you
HAPPINESS THIS CHRISTMAS
and throughout
THE COMING YEAR
from

FRED HOLDSWORTH

Bookseller and Record Dealer
Central Buildings, Ambleside

And there 1s one receipt for books - the extremely important book from the
Cambridge Group on historical demography.
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Rosalind Clay wrote on 21st April 1966 from Woodstock Road, Oxford




Dear Alan,

Though you had to do without any written communication from me, I feel that you
may have had telepathic messages, as I thought often of you - Far too much has been
happening & I couldn’t get peace for even a short letter, but your card this morning
convinced me that I should have a try.

1 shall be very glad to see you some time during the weekend after 7th, but will warn
you that my stepdaughter may be in Oxford on 7th itself & she suggested coming at 6 to
take me to dine out, so don’t try then. (though she might cancel it)

I was with Oliver March 31st to April 8th (Totteridge - rather like Boars Hill. O has
an acre of garden with cedars & masses of dafts.) & then 8th - 14th with Peter &
Elizabeth & their 4 wild children at St Ives - Cornwall is a revelation - not like a piece
of England at all & the coast enchantingly beautiful. St Ives is a high rocky headland,
carved ito 5 sandy bays, & huddled with houses perched one above the other &
crammed into nooks - most of them reached by high stone stairs with painted ???
balustrades - whole place full of colour - pink or blue houses, yellow rails & masses of
creepers. The south coast 1s just as lovely - especially Mevagassey - An enterprising
solicitor has turned a sort of pilchard packer into 16 Hats, right on the beach so that the
Atlantic thunders to within a tew feet of one’s bed - The sea 1s an irresistible spectacle
to me, & my eyes get drawn to it even when there are no surf-riders - but there was. I
found Peter Shore most congenial - very moderate, though I thought it wisest not to
shatter the general impression that I had voted Labour (I voted Liberal). He is Junior
Minister of Technology, under Frank Cousins - & the tloor was thick with
congratulatory telegrams. The eldest girl (nearly 15) 1s pretty & civilized but the 3 others
ghastly noisy young savages. With completely animal manners - a pity. Elizabeth too
has just let her looks go to pieces & that grieved me, but I managed to avoid giving
advice of any kind. We took 11 hours in the car to get there & 9 to come back but the
return journey (apart from the sight of Stonehenge in snow) was the more unpleasant as
the children racketed & found & hollered - I got back on 15th & Ian Green came that
day too.

I don’t know what to make of him. He told me some time ago that he was not
working, & he has just repeated this - sees no point. He says he can't get a first without
more work than he is prepared to do. I don't know what is going on inside him, but 1
conclude that he is really ‘temperamentally up Y& down’, perhaps always given to
pendulum swings. I am coming to think that I really know some of these men better
than Mr Pitt or Mr Campbell, though Mr C. 1s certainly far shrewder about their work.
Ian looks much better in health; I just have no clue what to say so I don’t say anything
much. He appears to have washed his hands of the whole situation & says he 1s hardly
working at all. He claims that I rate him too high as the only period he really likes is
Tudor - Stuart. All this would be very baftling - this swing from too much to too little -
it I was his guardian angel, but I am not - Anyhow he 1s stubborn & mdependent & no
guardian angel could be given much of a hearing.

The College dinner was last night, Mr Graham most kindly rang up & offered to
meet me & take me down the steps. Which made all the difference. It was a marvellous
evening for me, though there were far too many people & I had to sit between 2
strangers (Prof. Palmer & Dr Harris) - I didn’t get on too badly there as one knew
AJ.P. Taylor & Namier intimately & the other knew Prof. Toynbee - but I teared I was
not going to see any of the dons I knew. However I had a long talk with Llewellyn
Woodward (a v. old friend who had been seeing some of Rosemary’s work), & then Mr
Pitt & Roger Fulford & finally Mr Campbell who seemed 1n particularly gay spirits &
promised to send me an oftprint of his brilliant chapter on Bede. I had just read it that
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morning. It 1s a most wondertul piece of work. I did not get away till 11.40 & Lord
Franks saw me to my taxi (a slight blow as Mr Campbell looked like doing this). These
people have a real gift for making me happy. When Peter Shore’s children want him to
listen they seize hold of his chin & turn his face towards them. I have never before seen
this trick & I told Mr Campbell I marked it at the time as suitable to apply to him. It
was nice to apply to him. It was nice to see him in such a larky mood & I am thrilled
about the oftprint as I didn’t really want to buy the book (almost entirely about
historians like Polybius about whom I know nothing at all).

This term I have 4 English History girls (mostly London External degree) & 4
new Americans. I have masses to read & a stream of chatty mterruptions. Sybil’s graph
is right up at the top as she was pathetic about missing me & also said she had been
cutting down on cigarettes & for that reason had rudely contradicted everything I said -
a handsome apology.

I picture you reading this as your prep just before you meet me - if you can read it.

I hope your writing is getting along. My son is still inkering with his thesis but it
sounds practically finished.

I shall miss Ian very much when he goes - I never expected to say that of any lodger,
but he makes a good impression on everyone who meets him. I hope his very curious
attitude will attract the attention of Mr Pitt or Mr Campbell or anvone who knows
better how to receive the strange remarks he makes.

Garden very gay - I don’t know how tall dafls stand themselves up again once they
have been beaten to the ground - for that’s what they have done,

Best wishes, Rosalind Clay

I have a carbon copy of my reply, dated 25th April 1966 from Field Head.

Thank you so much tor your long letter - which I didn’t read half an hour before
comuing to see you! Although this is a wondertul place to work I sometimes feel very cut
oft and start wondering, pathetically, whether all my Oxford (and London) friends have
forgotten me. On these occasions a long letter from you restores me wonderfully.
Thank you.

Please forgive this typed letter, but I think you’d find it easier than my handwriting.
It’s odd how bad handwriting seems to go with telligence and character isn’t it - at
least it’s comforting! Anyhow I won't write at length as I'll see you shortly.

Yes, Ian’s behaviour is a little strange, but it’s not what he says about his work but the
amount (and quality) of what he actually does that matters. I remember going around
nonchalantly saying (in the last month or two before exams) that I ‘wasn’t doing a scrap
of work” and even going punting, lying about in the sun etc. so that my friends would be
all the more surprised when I didn’t get a fourth! There may be something of this in
Ian’s behaviour, but anyhow it won't help 1f you get worried about 1t. After all, if he
can't stand the strain, 1t is probably better to find out no than when he has fully
committed himself to an academic career and has wives, children etc. to look after and
tie him to his decision. Well, enough sermonising for this letter!

I'm glad you enjoyed your Cornish venture - I really must visit the realm of
Arthur. The very word Tintagel sends a pre-Raphaelite tingle down my sentimental
spine. I love Devon and used to solemnly recite Tennyson to the breaking sea. But
there are cloud-flecked days of daffodils and primroses and blue water between the
silver birches when the Lakes are very magical, not awesome really like Wordsworth’s
vision but fey and strange. I visited Beatrix Potter’s house (a couple of miles away) for
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the first time recently - enchanting. Jeremy Fisher’s adventures happed on our local
lake. Esthwaite.

My thesis staggers on and I've halt written, i a preliminary draught, now. I'm also
employing my mother and sister in a microscopic study of three Essex villages during
Elizabeth’s reign: the kind of thing Hoskins did for Wigston Magna but, I hope, with a
less narrowly economic approach. I'm finding out fascinating things about marriage,
crime, sex, witchcraft, puritanism and their various highly complex mterrelations. Will
enlarge on this later.

Must plug on with my work, forgive such a short letter.
I look forward very much to seeing you. Regards to friends.

P.S. I wonder if the Thomas Hodgkin who wrote in the T.L.S. of April 7 1s any
relation?

I have a carbon of a letter with no date. From the contents (reference to Ian Green
before exams, it looks as if it was written in May)

Nr. Ambleside, Westmorland, from Alan Macfarlane

Dear Lady Clay,

Thank you so much for your interesting letter - it was nice to hear from you.
Please forgive a typewritten reply, but you’ll probably find it easier to read than my
progressively worsening handwriting.

Yes, I dropped Mr Pitt a note and he had a word with Ian. He doesn’t think he’s too
bad. I hope he’s (Ian that 1s) recovered his spirits. Even I get depressed sometimes at
my vast ignorance and drive mysell on to work too hard so that I get tired nto the
bargain. I suppose we are all (including you) just the anxious type - anxious of what
other people think of us (even the Sybils of this world) and desperately attempting to
keep abreast of the lasts books. Incidentally, I'm sure you’ll have come across the new
Population in History edited by D.V. Glass which s even at this moment staring at me
accusingly from my bookshelf because I haven’t got down to reading it. It’s a collection
of essays, some of them look very good, tho’ masses of statistics: Habakkuk’s on C18
population is included.

Yes Ralph Houlbrooke, despite his intenseness and booming voice (or perhaps
partly because of them) 1s a sweetie - and quick mind. His thesis on Norwich
ecclesiastical records should be most interesting. With parish records (cf. he new book
by E.A. Wrigley (Introduction to English Historical Demography, Weidenteld, 1966),
the records of the church courts are undoubtedly going to be the most important
source tor historical studies during the next 10 or so years. They give detailed (and
often delightful) ghimpses nto everyday social and religious lite. But then, I don’t have
to give you a lecture on this, you saw a tew excerpts from them in the W.E.A. lectures 1
lent you. I hope to do a study of puritanism 1 a few villages - to see what correlations
there are between religious groups and such factors as sex, age, economic position,
kinship links, size of family, length of residence n a village, village disputes etc. I think
this might give a new depth to the old wrangling about puritanism and capitalism for
though one will never be able to say finally a man was a puritan because - (he mherited
land at the dissolution of the monasteries, he was the youngest son in a big tamily, he
was a ‘newcomer’ to a village, he was a frustrated batchelor etc.) one should at least be
able to show some correlation with something- even if, like Brunton and Pennington, it
is that the average age of puritans was five years older than that of middle-of-the-road
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Anglicans etc. Also it would be nice to know who exactly was supposed (& did) attend
church, whether the eccl’l regulations re. the prohibited seasons for marriage were
observed, what was the attitude to the local clergy etc. etc. this can only be done, 1
think, if one uses every single source and not just pamphlets and economic sources (as
Hill tends to) or parish registers and censuses (as Laslett) etc. But enough of that for
now. If you are at all interested I would be grateful for yvour comments when I have
written something. At the moment I am just at the stage of reading hundreds of wills,
manor court rolls, parish registers, archdeaconry records, subsidy assessments etc. 1
never realised how much material there was for one village just for the reign of
Elizabeth. There 1s more than enough for a large book. I am attempting to cover three
villages and have enlisted the support of my sister and mother who read and analyse
with me. We really need a computer with this detailed mass of information. It’s all
carried out in our garden shed which my father has kindly set up as a kind of local
history factory and which is becoming filled with trays of index cards and files of every
colour and kind. I have a slide projector and get my documents microfilmed and then
turn them into slides and show them on a screen here. Articles I want, I send for Xerox
copies trom the Bodleian. In fact, apart from checking and one or two sources too large
to photograph, this place 1s pretty self-sufficient. When I enter the shed I feel I am 1n a
bathescope; by turning the right controls and selecting the write [sic] information I can
slide back 400 years and peer out into the sixteenth century where witches and suicides,
puritans and young wedded couples tloat past my curious eye. This world seems much
more real than the C20, and much more satistactory, since I only have to see what 1
want to see and I can sort and arrange things as one never can in real life. This probably
all sounds vaguely monomaniacal, but if anyone would understand it would be you.

I don't really think you need support - it I had half your knowledge and half your
memory power I would be a far better historian than I am. All I can say 1s that you have
helped and inspired me more than I can say. Anything more would sound gushing.

If you ever have the energy to write, please do. Our weekly chats are one of the few
things I miss here. But there are many compensations, not least the snowdrops which
are visible from where I write this. Of course I miss Oxford in stabbing moments, but it
is too gentle and voluptuous a place (at the moment) for my ascetic soul.

1l tmes may be; she has no thought of time:

She reigns beside the waters yet in pride.

Rude voices cry: but in her ears the chime

Of tull sad bells bring back her old springtide.

The last verse of a poem about Oxford - do you know who wrote 1t? It sounds
famous.

I hope to see you again in four weeks or so.

Very best wishes,

Field Head, Outgate Nr Ambleside 29 May 1966 [the right margin has
been torn, so a word or two has had to be guessed at]

Please forgive a typed letter: it will at least save your eyes from my scrawly writing. It
was nice to hear from you again; I always love hearing from Oxford. I miss your garden
i the Spring and those late Oxford evenings with the scent of wallflowers and old
stone. It 1s very beautiful here with an apple tree frothing into pink blossom outside my
work-shed and azaleas in full flower. I still gather bunches of flowers for disconsolate
maidens but it rather spoils the Peter Abelard flavour when they have to be wrapped up
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i brown paper and cellotape and sent by post! Still, I will see my current Heloise
(actually she’s called Zoé which at least has the same punctuation). At least I'll have one
excuse for coming to Oxford next term as Joan Thirsk has just written to ask me to give
a paper to her seminar: on witchcraft. When I'm at London 1t will be easier to get down
for week-ends.

I hope Ralph Holbrook and Richard Fletcher appreciated your guided tour: they
are both mtelligent and nice people. I envied your trip to East Leach Turville; I think 1
visited it when I was staying in the Cotswolds before Schools - exactly three years ago
now. Even up here I get a sinking feeling this week when I note in my diary that History
Schools are starting. I hope Ian 1s still relaxed and doing a modicum of work. Don’t
you get involved and worried. Like me, you would not be a very good social worker,
you 1dentify with people too much. As I want to do social work one day this 1s a
problem for me, but I expect one gets immunized and ‘cold’. How do saints manage to
remain compassionate and firm?

I was interested in your remarks about Church attendance. I enclose a note I sent
to my supervisor on this problem; it might interest you. As far as I know it is the first
attempt to give any C16 statistics of church attendance and though both figures and
conclusions are extremely tentative seems worth pondering. It is even more curious that
total attendance slightly declined during the period when I measured population n this
village. Between 1560-1600 population had increased by 256 (deducting deaths from
births registered); thus it had nearly doubled. Even by 1584 (people born before that
date would be over 16 by 1600 and thus should have attended communion) it had
mcreased by 140. Where did they all go, and 1f they didn’t all move out of the village,
why didn’t they go to church? Incidentally, it might interest you that the pre-marital
pregnancy rate was about 15% in this village i this period. I might even be able to write
my dreamed-of article on ‘sex and religion: their relationship in a sixteenth village’! I am
at the moment particularly interested in violent crime - rape, theft, manslaughter,
suicide etc - 1n the attempt to really see how wild a society it was; whether 1t was tightly
controlled being very mobile, also very savage. Unfortunately, I don’t know of any
studies (in detail) of crime-rates in Elizabethan villages. But enough of that. We can talk
it over on Sunday. Looking forward to seeing you.

Letters from Linda
Tuesday 5t April [1966] from 103 Victoria Road, Oxford

Dearest Alan,

I hope you had a safe journey home & that your sister had a lovely Birthday. It was
really so nice to be with you again and sad to think it was possibly the last time |
would eat curry at the Bombay & walk down by the river with you in Oxford. I am just
being sentimental & lest hope it isn’t the last.

..If it is convenient with you and your parents I would still love to come and spend a
few days after Easter with you — Here are my plans... I have booked a seat on the 11

o clock coach from Victoria for Monday 11" April which is due to arrive at
Ambleside 8.45 that evening... By the way if everything is O.K. I will leave for
London the Saturday of the following weekend 16th

16 May 66 — from CERN - date stamp
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... I'was a little surprised to hear you had slept with Jane — do you like her very much.
Then my ideas about sleeping with people has changed quite a lot.

No date, from 103 Victorian Road, Oxford. — c. May?

Thanking for birthday present, and noting I do feel very old now, it is sad I will not be
a teenager again... I would say my 19" year was the happiest I have ever known and
yet at the same time the most heart-breaking. You must have known me for near on
two years now doesn’t time fly past.

24 Sunday 1966

Dearest Alan,

I am sorry I have left writing to you so late. I imagine you have had a peaceful week
and have found more time to concentrate on your work. Thank you very much for a
lovely time in Ambleside and I can understand why you are proud to live in such a
beautiful place. ..... [Leaving Oxford — ¢. May 19667]

Whit Monday Geneva Date stamp 31.5.66

....Alan I really think you should take things a little easier and not work so hard —
your health is much more important than anything — Are your headaches better? [very
good photos of the Lakes, which Linda hopes Alan will see if he comes to Geneva]
Fondest love, Linda

[Notes on letter by Alan: Bill; walk down Chalfont Rd; Folk club; French; Oxford —
David; Health; Drive round mountains; Zoe; Driving test; Gill]

*

Letters from Zoé
8, Ladbroke Sq, W.11 24.4.1966

Dear Alan,

It was lovely to find the primroses & daffodils here, really welcoming. I was
delighted, as you knew of course I would be. It was a magnificent thought, and thank
you. They do remind me of the Lakes. ... You don’t need to apologise for the week-
end. We ought to know each other pretty well by now, and so account for moods. 1
didn’t teel as if I had been soul-searched anyway. .. It'll be nice to see you next week...

The final scrap of poetry 1s dated 4th May 1966.
To Zoé

A full moon in the tiredness night, poetry
And lights and a hunchback by

The Iift and thighs bared as legs cross;

A million impressions and contacts,

A meaningless jungle where prowl
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Inoffensive and deadly careerists.
With moments of contact long
Stretches of loss of understanding.
Depths of sudden humiliation.

A slight penetration and then

A loss of vision; a pool in

The desert, a girl’s eyes and smile,
And then a wall: all these
Meaningless images as I try

To grope towards describing you and my life. But my
Emotions and rootless life and
Lack of formal training, or

Even sincernity of feeling preclude
Any strong-based verse. All 1

Can offer you 1s this pen and
Paper and an economy and

A tired hand and my man y-
Distracted mind. Sleep my
Darling, and if you ever read

This meandering know that
Behind and beyond this I

LSE no date - c. May 1966

Dear Alan,

Nice to hear from you this morning. Glad Oxford went well. ... Where are you staying
PP (I don’t suppose you saw BBC 3 on Saturday - very near-the-bone sketch about a
tramp & a Rowthon (?) House). I know it’s probably pointless saying this, because your
pride I'm sure would make you sleep in the gutter rather than with triends - & maybe
you are staying somewhere respectable - but anyway, in case not, you’re more than
welcome to sleep on my floor (underlined by Mrs. W.) What'’s more, I promise to be
there! Seriously, it would be nice to have the company. ... I don’t finish here till 5-30-45
ish tomorrow... but I'll come to the common room alter that... Shall be mterested to
hear what Firth’s latest utterance is. Either see you tonight or tomorrow then, Love, Zoé

Undated, probably late May 1966 L.S. E.

Dear Alan,

Thank you for your letter - I do enjoy reading them. I hope you're not getting too
strung up about work. But I suspect there’s nothing anyone else can say that helps. It’s
pointless saying vou work probably much harder than most people, as I suspect your
work(O-compulsion isn’t open to rational consolation. Anyway, I'm glad the family’s
munistering to you.

The Oxford week-end sounded lovely & I'm glad you enjoyed it. Really you are
funny - your introspection runs riot. Of course you can make any woman jealous (or
disconcerted or whatever) to some degree by talking about other women - but it ruins
the eftect to point out that’s what one might possibly be doing! Of course you know this
& of course I'm taking it too seriously & of course it was all tongue-in-cheek anyway,
still there 1s a point. Its somehow like talking about making love - which makes 1t
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almost impossible we ever will. Still, no doubt all the odd things we say are just a
function of our odd relationship! Still, whatever it 1s, I'm very glad it is. I feel weve got
to know each other much better since Oxford, & I'd miss you very much if you
disappeared out of my life. ... I thought atterwards that, from the things we talk about all
the bits of oneself to some people - & I suppose 1t’s when one imagines the other
person will understand & be responsive. But 1t’s not only that, because it also needs
affection, since telling people about oneself involves one to some extent by letting them
past the outside boundaries. This begins to sound like a women’s magazine, but you
know what I mean. The general drift 1s that I do feel as if you know me well - not that 1
ever seem to tell you very much, you just gather things. Insight, that’s what 1t 1s! ... Yes,
I'd like to come to Oxford that w/e. ... Don’t get too frayed. When 1s Anne off to Paris?
... Much love, Zoé

Tuesday, L.S.E. No date, c. May 1966

Dear Alan,

Thank you very much for your letter. It’s so no to get quick replies to letters so that
you have a nice long letter to read when you’re not expecting it. [asking for friend to
stay with Alan...| I explained that it wasn’t your flat, & that in any case it was awkward to
ask since you're so nice you don't like refusing things!

31 May 1966 London. Tuesday

Dear Alan,

Thank you for your letter this morning. This 1s just a quick note to say don’t bring a
sleeping-bag unless you were bringing one anyway... And yo can have mine in London
of course, tho’ as you know it’s not v. warm. ... I also forgot to thank you for the
photograph, which is superb. What a gross omission. See you Thurs. lunch-time then,
I p.m. downstairs. Look forward to that. Hope this reaches you tomorrow, Love, Zoé¢

8 Ladbroke Sq, Wednesday. No date - June

My dear Alan ... Thank you for your, as usual, lovely card. I thought of you in Oxford
& round about & I'm so glad things with G *ll worked well as presumably they did!

L.S.E. Wed. No date - c. June 1966

[Notes by Alan: Roses; Dr. Bohm; C.U.P/Routledge; lift North; S.S.R.C; Gill;
description of Zoé; Anne; Lindal]

Dear Alan,

At last I'm writing to thank you for those exquuisite roses. I really was overjoyed to get
them - so utterly unexpected. It was marvellous of you. But 1t must have cost a fortune
- I really feel very guilty about that. You've no idea how morale-boosting it was,
especially as taking exams i London is such a routine & unceremonious business,
quite different from Oxtord. They were beautitul yellow buds which have since opened
with wide & exquusite whorls of gold with the most lovely scent. It seems silly to say
thank you - such an inadequate word. But I hope you know how much I mean it. It
was a lovely idea, & I was very touched. It’s so typical of you & your thoughtfulness &
generosity. ....I'm sure the last thing you want to hear is a catalogue of my woes, but I
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have to write 1t to someone & I know you’ll understand. [long description about the
likely impossibility of getting a second year for the M.Sc] ... It was so nice to have your
letter - I did so enjoy that w/e in Oxford, & thank you for making it so enjovable, &
countering the inevitable nostalgias of Oxford by introducing me to your friends &
filling it up with currently attractive things. It was altogether a lovely wye.

I'm glad if the Gill-thing 1s working well. It must be strange & I can 1magine how you
feel about it. Incidentally the back-peddling remark wasn’t a prediction of your reaction,
but sort of veiled advice. Tho’ it was probably very presumptuous I only meant, 1
suppose, that I teel a bit superstitious about things developing v. fast, as it’s not clear
where one goes alter having plunges i up to the neck. Still, I'm not the one to talk - as
I never seem to manage things very well. Anyway, I'm glad if vou feel happy about it, &
can’t imagine how you couldn’t. I don’t think you stand to lose by it. I must say she
sounds very nice. ... I still don’t quite know when I'll be home, tho’ I think 1t’ll be
sometime around 2nd or 3rd July.

I wonder how you are feeling now - you sounded pretty cheerful work-wise & the
eftorts of your parents in contributing to sociological/historical knowledge sound
magniticent. Yes, it must be nice being able to drive & being independent.

I'm sorry about the moans at the beginning of this. But the main gist of 1t was meant
to be thanks for your being so nice & for the roses. Not so long until I see you. Love,
Zoé

Sunday 19th June 1966  Field Head, Outgate [a carbon of a typed letter, but very poor
quality, so re-typed in full here]

My dear Zoe,

Please forgive a typed letter. I find that I can write more with less effort this way, and,
of course, it’s slightly more legible. Thank yvou very much for your letter, sweetie. Of
course I don’t mind you moaning about Dr Bohm et. al. To begin with, you are always
hearing my groans - and also one of my complaints about our relationship was that you
didn’t depend enough on me. Too self-sufficient etc. Anyhow I'm particularly
interested n this subject as I'm intimately mvolved. I wonder if Propp (?) was any help?
As I said in my card, it makes one turious - I really do feel more bitter than my placid
disposition normally allows me. I think that if I also got refused, and hence am in a
pretty independent position I may kick up a fuss. Apart from failing to even mention
the fact that there was such a thing as an S.5.R.C. after my repeated requests to her for
suggested means of income, her latest cretinous act was to lose my tutor’s testimonials.
At least I assume that’s what happened. I asked Keith and Harry to write even before 1
sent in my application to be registered at L.S.E. and they both wrote by return that
they’d done this. But both Firth and ‘B’ (future rel. tor Dr. Bohm) wrote on several
occasions to say that if I didn’t hurry up with my testimonials I wouldn’t be considered
etc. Finally I wrote to her and explained that she had probably mislaid them - having
recerved them before my application. She immediately replied that she now had them -
but didn’t have the courage to admit that this 1s what happened. Firth, though he’s
wasted a lot of time on me, has also been pretty vague and disorganised. If you
remember, as a member of the 5.5.R.C. Committee he more or less said that 1
wouldn’t be eligible for a Studentship. He’s now written to say that I am. No doubt he’ll
wriggle out of the verbal promise that it I were to be eligible, on the strength of my
D.Phil. I'd get one. I'm telling you this last piece of information as I feel decidedly
guilty about it. I would feel awtul if I got money - alter 3 years State support - to
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continue while you were turned down and a whole lot of spotty pseudo-sociologists
from East Clacton, Cheam and Cheadle Universities were welcomed to the starry
portals of L.S.E. I know you're too proud to receive help from me - but if I both get an
advance contract for a book (both Routledge and Cambridge U.P. have now written to
ofter me an advance if they like a couple of chapters of my thesis) and an S.5.R.C. grant
I would be comparatively well off and would love to help you if you decided to try to
work your way through. I'm counting my chickens a little fast as I'll probably still be
working my [way]| through. Still. If only we were suited to get married.....

Glad the roses arrived O.K. The garden is full of foxgloves, irises, sun-flowers,
poppies and the first roses. Soon it will be strawberry time. You will be up for that
which 1s nice.

When will you hear your exam results? I'm sure you'll do better than you expect -
even If this falls on deaf ears in L.S.E. You're always underestimating (stating?) yvour
ability. I know you hate me when I go on like this, but I can’t resist quoting a little bit
from Gill’s first letter. After I left her on that Sunday evening she went round to ‘the
twins’ - one of whom, Karen, read History and finished at the same time as you. She
knew you, and Clare (and David and Bron) - perhaps you know who she 1s? Her
remark re. you was (and I quote) ‘very bright Gill - the type who moans - my god I'm
scared and then proceeds to get Alpha plus for an economics paper’. Gill’s next remark
was ‘I retreated onto the armchair at this news - and didn’t emerge for at least a couple
of seconds!’ Even I know that this isn’t strictly true - re. economics anyhow. Nor, as
you know tull well, does it now matter to me what sort of brain you have. At one time it
used to seem important to me what people thought of a person I liked - though I still
haven’t got over this completely I now have a little more faith in my judgement and
whether you failed ever exam you took or not I'd still know that you're one of the nicest
people I have ever met - or am ever likely to. End of digression. And to think that
L.S.E. are thinking of preferring trogs with good seconds in Sociology to you ... ugh!
I'm very tempted to go somewhere else. (May have to, anyway, if they keep on
bungling)

I wonder how plans for India are progressing. I hope everything is smooth there [at]
any rate and that the worst of the myjections etc. are over. My concern 1s partly selfish.
Unable to go to India myself, yet. I want to enjoy it and learn about it from you.

Was very intrigued by your enigmatic references to ‘complications’. Perhaps your
savings them for Hampstead Heath - or rather a walk up Helvellyn. Fortunately I won’t
have reason to act in such a childish and possessive way now.

If Gill wants to see me, I will be taking the car down to Oxford this coming Saturday
and staying there (she’s got exams till Wednesday) until Friday when she goes to
Greece. This will be my othicial holiday and I hope to sleep out in a sleeping-bag on
Boars Hill and generally have a Scholar-Gipsey’ish time skipping round Bablock Hithe
etc. Otherwise I'll probably go to Wales or Cornwall for a few days. It’s thus possible
that I'll be driving north on Sunday, 3rd July and if I am I would love it if I could come
to London (or the outskirts - I'm a bit frightened of the city) and pick you and any
possession you have to take up - this might be a help) and take you back to the Lakes.
I'll [k[now detinitely whether I can do this by next Sunday evening. I'll ring (person-to-
person) some time during the day to find out if you're interested. It would be nice to
have someone to talk to.
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Werite if you feel like it sweetie - betore Friday to Field Head. Am thinking of you
and missing you as I always will.
Love as always,

Post-card from Zoé, dated 27 June London, Monday - to Worcester College

Thanks very much for letter - very glad you're having a week’s break. At least I hope
you really are. Hope things go well with Gill too!
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1966 APRIL - JUNE RESEARCH

Supervisor’s report 1 April 1966 by Keith Thomas.
Title: Witchcraft Prosecutions in Essex, 1560-1680; a sociological analysis.

Mr Macfarlane 1s now writing his thesis and hopes to be able to send the final draft to
the typist by October. I think, however, that he will be lucky to get it finished by then.
Most of his research 1s completed, but the arrangement and presentation of his thesis 1s
affording him some difhiculty. His preliminary drafts will need to be re-shaped and
polished quite substantially before they are ready for submission. His findings, however,
are extremely interesting, and should constitute a real contribution to knowledge.

I wrote a card to Keith on 4 April from Field Head

Dear Mr. Thomas,

Thank you for a simulating supervision. You asked for the reference to the 160°9
Essex survey - it 1s ‘A Viewe of the State of the Clergie Within the Countie of Essex’... :
a printed copy presented to the B.M. in 189 (catalogue mark = 5105 d 22) and original
in the P.R.O. 30/15/1/128. I've checked and the printed copy looks alright. It 1s used a
lot in Hill, Economic Problems (e.g. pp. 68, 111, 140, 203, 218, 228) and 1s a most
fascinating document. I hope to place and name the ministers anonymously referred to
in the second hall by comparison with the 1589 survey, the Archdeaconry records etc.

Yours sincerely, Alan Macfarlane

A card from Alan to Keith on Saturday 9 April from Field Head

Dear Mr Thomas,

Could we arrange another session? I'm writing so far in advance as I'll only be down
one week-end and thus don’t want to miss you. I'll fit my various London interviews in
when I've heard from you. Could you manage any time on Saturday 7th May (or Friday
Oth/Sunday 8th) or, failing that, any time Friday-Sunday (13th-15th) the following week-
end? I will send down a couple of chapters in two weeks time. Yours Alan Mactarlane

Keith wrote on 15 April 13

I could only offer Friday 6th May at £ pm (lunch here if you like?) on the weekend you
suggest. Would that be too awkward (Do give me a chance to read the chapters in
advance, won't you). Keith

Alan to Keith Thomas 20 April Field Head, Ambleside

Dear Mr. Thomas,

Thank you for your card. Friday 6th May at 2 p.m. will be fine; may I accept your
kind invitation to lunch? Unless this is inconvenient and I hear from you I will call at
your room at 1 p.m.

I enclose a couple of chapters; this concludes the ‘Sources’ half of the thesis and 1
now hope to move on to analysis. First I'll have to get Hopkins out of the way - a quick
sketch (as I haven’t much to offer in the way of new material or insights) should be
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completed by the tme I come down. I'll bring it with me and perhaps we can discuss 1t
at a later meeting. The analysis of my three villages, in depth, 1s proving most mteresting
- for nstance 1t looks as if all the Hatfield Peverel witches and their victims lived on
one manor, thought it may be the fact that this also happened to cover the village rather
than the fact that it was the old monastic foundation, that is significant. I ought to
apologise for all the bits of cellotaped footnote: I don’t seem to be able to anticipate
how long (or over-long) my footnotes are going to be, but this may be a preterable
method to continuing them on the next page.

Three isolated points:

1) Though I agree that the ‘bloody flux’ was probably too well known to be often
ascribed to witches that it was sometimes appears from the contession of
Agnes Waterhouse i the 1566 pamphlet.

1) The additional Aylett references in the Ashmole Ms. 412 which you omitted
from the list you kindly gave me are [. 13v, 16, 19v, 153v, 175v - this may
save you going through it all again.

1) I may remember wrongly, but when we were talking about animals I think you
said that you had not come across any examples of butchers actually being
presented for not baiting their bulls to death, in accordance with the law:
there are two examples for Dec. 1975 in the Maldon Borough Records, (in
the E.R.O) D/B 3 1/6 1. 192v.

I enjoyed your article in the T.L.S very much and hope it was not too bitterly
received 1n certain quarters. Still unable to get any support to do social
anthropology at L.S.E. 1, also, look forward to seeing whether ‘the prevailing
system of historical training can generate the ntellectual Hexibility necessary
for the new history to sustain itself’!

I look forward to your comments on the enclosed: I hope I've given you
plenty of time to read them. Yours sincerely,

Alan to Keith Thomas 24 April  Field Head, Ambleside

Dear Mr. Thomas,

Sorry to bother you again, but I wonder if you'd mind scrawling a note to the
Secretary of the Graduate School and posting it in the enclosed. I have just applied for
an M.Sc. in Social Anthropology starting in October of this year and the form says that
‘All applicants should ask two teachers who are familiar with their work to write on their
behalf direct to the Secretary...” Thank you.

I see you've roused a few old bears in the T.L.S. I note that Cooper, in a surprisingly
generous manner, refrains from offering any suggestions as to English works which have
succeeded or superseded Homans! I'm seeing Wagner next week and hope to discuss
the query he raises about the unreliability of parish registers: I don’t know if he has any
statistical support for his remark about wills - 1t doesn’t appear that he has bothered to
read Wrigley’s various articles on the difficulties of using English material. I've done a
quick check in one of the three villages I'm studying in detail and enclose the results.
Obviously the families may have registered their children in a neighbouring church,
may have been immigrants etc. etc. and this will emerge later (when I have more time
to analyse - at the moment most of it is nobly being done by my mother and sister) -
still I think it does suggest caution. I must tell Wrigley the glum news some time.

See you on May 6th. Yours,

Card from Keith Thomas to Alan, 26 April
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Many thanks for your v. mteresting letter re parish registers. You'll turn Peter Laslett’s
hair white, & Garter King of Arms will probably make you a Herald. See on Friday 6
May - Ipm for lunch. Keith. P.S. I've duly written to L.S.E. for you.

Letter to Harry Pitt 24 April

The thesis goes well and I now have the whole family sitting round the ‘tele’ doing

family reconstitution - I imagine my sister’s analysis of the ‘age-specific marriage rate’
y (o] y » (=] (=]

will go a little crazy when the Beatles appear.”

Letter to Lady Clay 25 April

My thesis staggers on and I've halt written, i a preliminary draught, now. I'm also
employing my mother and sister in a microscopic study of three Essex villages during
Elizabeth’s reign: the kind of thing Hoskins did for Wigston Magna but, I hope, with a
less narrowly economic approach. I'm finding out fascinating things about marriage,
crime, sex, witchcraft, puritanism and their various highly complex mterrelations. Will
enlarge on this later.

Note from Alan to Keith on 12 May Field Head, Outgate

Dear Mr. Thomas,

Thanks very much for the loan of this: I've written off to them to see if I am
eligible - will keep you informed. I see Raymond Firth 1s on the committee. [info re.
S.S.R.C.|

Glad your Hobbes piece was greeted with such enthusiasm in the T.L.S.

Will send more witchcralt shortly.

Yours, Alan Macfarlane

Card from Keith Thomas on 17 May

Have you noticed the enquiry about Miles Blomfylde in Notes & Queries, March
1960, p.105 (& also in T'.L.S. if I remember aright)?

Card from Alan to Keith 20 May Field Head, Outgate

Dear Mr Thomas,

Thank you for the Blomfield ref: will chase 1t when within reach of libraries. 1
hope book etc. go well. I will be sending two more chapters in three days but write to
see if we can arrange a meeting - as you will be very busy. I will be in Oxford Friday
3rd - Sunday Sth June and would be happy to see you at any time on these three days.
If they are impossible and you could manage Monday 6th that would be feasible.
Otherwise I'll be down again about 25th June. Wiriting, after slight crisis of confidence,
1s progressing well. Will write at greater length with my chapters. Yours sincerely, Alan
Mactarlane

Keith Thomas to Alan 21 May 1966

Dear Alan,
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Many thanks for your post-card. The Blomfield thing is not a reference so much
as a request for information, as you will see 1f you look up Notes and Queries in the
Ambleside (?) Public Library.

I'm not quite sure about my movements during the weekend 4/5 June so I think
it would be best it we were to meet on the Friday (3rd), say 3 p.m. We can have tea in
the middle. I look forward very much to your chapters. They always cheer me up.

Incidentally do you mind it I mention your name to the Cambridge University
Press, who have asked me to suggest possible authors of history books which ‘employ
the concepts and techniques of sociologists, social anthropologists’ etc?” I'm not sure
how tied up you are with Routledge, but the C.U.P. are anxious to print as many tables,
figures, notes, etc as you want. Anyway you can always say no, it they write to you.
Yours, Keith

Alan to Keith Thomas 22 May  Field Head, Westmorland

Dear Mr. Thomas,

The next two chapters; not too indigestible I hope. Another, on the ‘Cunning
Man in Essex’ will be ready, I hope, when I come down.

I hope the section on religion has untangled itself; as you see, I haven’t been able
to really get past the problem of whether people used the magic described by
contemporary writers. Like you, I have a conviction that they did mutter sells over their
crops and their butter, and that the Reformation, 1n its attempt to cut away this
substructure, left people mn a vacuum, but it’s almost impossible to prove. The only new
fact I've come across concerns a much more prosaic matter, church attendance. As you
know Laslett et. al. have suggested that the lower classes didn’t go to church. I don’t
know if you know of any studies of this, if so, I'd be most interested to hear of them. In
my reconstruction of village life in three Essex villages it looks as it I should be able to
more or less answer this problem. For instance, in Boreham, a combination of
churchwardens accounts, wills and ecclesiastical court records makes it possible to learn
quite a lot on the subject. I enclose some very hesitant and preliminary figures on this.

I look forwards, as always to our meeting. Yours sincerely,

Card from Alan to Keith on 23 May from Field Head

As a p.s. to my jottings on church attendance, have just calculated total population
growth in Boreham during the period 1560-1600. Population, comparing births &
deaths, went up almost 85% - by about 250 people. I wonder where they all
communicated?! Of course many were too young and many must have migrated, but
still ... By 1584, 140 increase, these should have been old enough in 1600... Yrs Alan
Mactarlane

Alan to Keith Thomas, 24 May Field Head, Outgate, Ambleside

Dear Mr. Thomas,

Thank you for your letter: 3 p.m. on Friday (3rd June) will be fine - I look forward
to discussing things then.

It was most kind of you to mention my name to C.U.P: one cannot have too many
panting publishers, and, though Routledge have first option, it will be a stick to beat
them with. Also, one day I dream of writing a great work on my three villages, a sort of
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Williams on Gostorth, plus Firth on Tikopia, plus Homans, plus Hoskins, maybe
Cambridge would be interested in this. But for now must obviously confine myself to
witches.

I enclose a few more cases, too late to put into my chapter on ecclesiastical sources:
I think you might like one or two of them - e.g. those connected with the clergy. 1
wonder what idea about msanity the first case reveals? I don’t understand the reference
to rats and moles. Nor do I, yet, know what a ‘slyenck’ is - Chambers suggests it comes
from the same root as sly/cunning. Nice case of a woman refusing payment or her whit
witchcralt ‘who can not be paid’.

Please keep the carbon account, from the same sources as the above, of a
conventicle. Thought you might like the meeting at a religious woman’s house etc.
Yours,

Alan to Keith Thomas 17 June 1966 Field Head

Dear Mr. Thomas,

I enclose a chapter on Cunning folk and a tew more cases of witchcraft from
Colchester records which you haven'’t seen. I am easy as to whether we discuss this
chapter soon, or leave it until I've written my final ‘first draft’ chapter - on ‘3 Essex
villages’. I will be in Oxford from Sunday 26th June untl Thursday 30th and, if you
would like this, could see you at any time during these days. Otherwise, I will be down
again towards the end of July and we could fix a ime then. Anyhow I'm sending this so
that you will have plenty of time to read it.

I've just heard from Firth that I will be eligible for an S.5.R.C studentship - but that
there’s very fierce competition so don’t know what my chances are.

Thank you for the tea and comments on our last meeting. I do hope the book 1s
starting to roll again. I look forward to seeing you at the end of this month, or next.
Yours sincerely,

I mention that I am sending two final chapters on sources. This probably included
the following chapter. I will give one example here of what I did in every instance - type
a first draft and heavily correct it, and then a new draft to show to Keith. This was ten
pages long with an extrfa 7 pages of appendices.
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From extracts and cddendars no pre-1560 caseshave been discovered,
dith}r in Essex or England as a whc;(.le.(l) Nor have any¥ Elizabethan cases
been Qi’sbcjf?“ed, though there is little doubt that a search of the vast

andtity of the unindexed material would reveal some gasaes.(2) The
;},‘Jfﬂ;{ bundles for James ['s reign have been calendared and some
cases of witchcraft a.lready,pmafisd by C.L.Ewer_n. He includes two Essex
cases, but missed dnother two in the calendar.(3)

Ih/AgYé/$f In only one of the four cases doéﬁg;llearn soge thing

more of the witchcraft activities of persons involve n the t case (4)
the accused sorcerer was Edwin Hadesley: a year later '61607i,he was
prosecute the Assizes for £ff bewitching two people but was acquitted
on bothyg An none of the cases was a persong simply accused of bewitching
another, as happened at the Assizes. In the first the charge was fraad,
counterfeiting the symptoms of PFEAAAIFY veing bewitched to earn money
from sympathisers. Among the details of interest are a good description of
“Witcheraft possession was—thowshl to be; the efforts of/#gdlf nearby
preachers to heal the victim by prayer; the use of a sorcerer in the attempt
to find a cure, and the large fee of twenty shillings paid to him; and
the fact that the supposed victim was later examined bef James 1. 1
from the contorted state of Gregory Canneal in 6 (6);%%; %ﬁﬁ‘é“é'z%"\
known Essex case of 'diabolic possession'3w. 2 the continent this

seems to have been a common fea of witchcraft trials,(7). Jn t sgtond
case,/ dispute was ov roperty : witchcraft onl ed fingidenfally
as tH#/i y o T the weans by which @ man was driven madlBo te4t

e gave away his Yand. <3 Phe ‘second ther case was one of deer-stealing and
assault. It just happened that one of the suspected thieves was also
professed himself 'a Comon Yoniurer' and tried to use his magic art to

earn his release. Hegf offered to shhw his accomplices to his accuser in

his 'magik glasse,. or familier and coniuring glasse'.Sorcery could have

many uses, 1 this is akin to its use as a means of discovering criminals.,
The third case, that of John Mountford viear of Radwinter who believed that
his enemies, in an attempt to oust him from his living, had conjured up
‘fearfull and uglie shapes and formes -f evill spirités or divills' is the
most pronounced case in Essex of the merging of witcheraft and ghost beliefs.
It also indicates another supposed function of witchcraft, to induce fear,
and suggests something of the attitude of the clergy to the possibility

of witchcraft activity. flﬂﬂllj In the final case the dispute was over
property: witchcraft only appeared incidentally as one of Lgﬁ 3;323 whereby

a man was driven mad and hence gave away his land. M;.‘ﬁe o s¢¢ in

- !
(1) Trere are none in the subject index to Select Cases in/ the Star Chaml)lg‘;’z“:,"‘4
ed.I.S.Leadam(Selden Soc.xvi,xxv,1903,1911) or in the P.R.0. Lists ana i
Indexes No.xiii,1901,which is a calendar of proceedings 1885-1558,

(2) At At Only 31 bundles have been calendared and these
contain no wit€hcraft cases (Star.Cha.7: press 13/104). A search of another

__ (¢ bundles bzxe‘ led no cases (St.Cha.5 A.1-Qp )y But there are
another 972 bundle .+ The labour invodved in searching these would far

. : o

out‘y(& ‘Ehe‘ léke%gﬁurn._lhebdp‘ eax_‘ak_:ssd bundles reveal no cases while,if
Mf" A ar to ose wE s We could only expect one Essex case
every 60 or more bundles. When the index has progressed beyond names and
places $his «ill be feasible.

(3) C.L.Ewen,Witchcraft in the Star Chamber, (i

or the author,1938),p.15,55.

4) For simplicity these four cases will be dealt with as they are listed

The second draft was:
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Central records of witchcraft{excluding Assizes).

( A number of central courts and other bodies occasionally dealt with
witchcraft prosecutions. Unlike the éiééé'dt the Assizes, however, this
offence only came within their cognizance by chance, for instance when it
was allied to treason or slander. Such sources, therefore, cannot be used
as a statistical indication of the amount of prosecution, yet they reveal
some interesting facets of current beliefs, including an indication of the
attitude of the central government)

The Star Chamber.

From extracts and cadendars of the records of the Star Chamber no
pre-1560 cases of witchcraft have been discovered, either in Essex or England.1
Nor have any Elizabethan cases been foumpd, though there is little doubt that
a search of the vast quantity of unindexed material would reveal some.2 The
Jacobean files have been calendared and some cases of witchcraft from them
are already in print.3 : ‘ﬁ,;a(

There are four Jacobean cases for Essex,4but in only one can we
discover from other Essex witchcraft records further deta.ils.‘5 I'nis is
in tke second case where the accused sorcerer was Edwin Hadesleyz6 a year
latee, in 1607, he was prosecuted at the Assizes for bewitching two people

7

but was acquitted on both charges.’ In none of the cases was a person simply

accused of bewitching another, as happened at the Assizes. In the first

the charge was fraud, counterfeiting the symptoms of being bewitched to

earn money from sympathisers. Among the details of interest here are a good
description of a supposed diabolic possession; the efforts of nearby
preachers to heal the victim by prayer; the use of a sorcerer in the attempt
to find a cure, a sorcerer who was paid the large fee of twenty shillings;
and the fact that the supposed victim was later examined before James I.

Apart from the contorted state of Gregory Cannell in 1566 8 and the further

&19{NJ”“ l. There are none in the subject index to Belect Cases in the Star Chamber,
__d“ 1377-1544, ed. I.3.Leadam (Selden S0c.,xvi,xxv,1903,1911) or in the P.R.O.
Lists and Indexes,xiii,1901,which is a calendar of proceedings, 1485-1558.,
e ; 2. Only 31 Elizabethan bundles have been calendared (St«.Ch.7) and these and
Lok the 10 original bundles (St.Ch.5 A.1-9)‘s&arched produced no casess there are,
w bowever, anotker 972 bundles. If cases appear in the Elizabethan records at
t;/, roughly the same intervals as those in the Jacobean, we could only expect one
Essex case every eighty or more bundles. Until a subject index has been made
a search is impracticable. n g
3. C.L.Ewen,Witchcraft in the Star Chamber Por the - i
b0 Beser onmsnra Ll y & e author,1938), includes
4. For these see Appendix .

v noks 58
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Another likely chapter at this time was one I mention on the background to the
Mathew Hopkins witchcraft cases in 1645. This was 13 pages long and again annotated
by Keith.
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‘Essex history. This trialfhas already received much attention and only a

. At the Summer Assizes at Chdlmsford in 1645 there“Were fifty e |
'mgﬁc-‘;heh'ts against suspected witchemi;_.hea largest number in t}ié"igg;ge og =
Very brief @aolint will therefore be given of it.2 The trials in Essexrand |
nearby counties have usually been ascribed to a combination of xhg diabolic
;S?;;;;II%& of a professional uitoh-findezgjngtthey Hopkins, the ihlecurity.
and loosening of society caused by the Civil War, and the prevalence of
a persecuti;g brand of Calvinism. Yet no direct connection has been
demonstrated between these causes and the specific prosecutionsyand there
has been little attempt to relate the accusations to the social background.
Nor has the actual part played by Hopkins in the trials been investigated
or their continuity with earlier witchcraft beliefs been explored.3

Although Gifford suzgested in the sixteenth century that 'divers
well disposed men have seriously taken the matter (i.e.witchcraft) in
bhande, and have hunted those puckrils out of their nestes',4 there is no

5

evidence in Essex,” and little elsewhere,6 that a writer who opposed Hopkins

was wrong when he argued that 'such a Profession (i.e. Witch-finding) or
occupation has not beene heard of heretofore...'7 In this Essex and Lngland
appear to have differed from 3cotland and the Continent where the professional
witch-finder was more common.8 Since this study is prineipally concerned

with the mass of ordinary witchcraft accusations, and not the extrzordinary
or bizarre, the presence of a witch-finder at the trial immediately makes

the depositions and prosecutions suspect. Yet there is so much contemporary

eviderce for the 1645 trial that it deserves close at%ention.lp

1. Thee next largest year,1584, contained 35 indictments. For the general
context of the 1645 trial see figure ) .

2. The best account of Hopkins' activities, both in Essex and on his tour
through Suffolk,Norfolk,Cambridgeshire,Northamptonshire, Huntingdonshire
and the Isle of Ely is still Notestein, Witchcraft...,pp 164-205. Thee
Assize documents, unused by Notestein, are printed in Bwen I,pp.221-231 and
Ewen discusses and analyses these in his second book, pp.254-277. Other
works on Hopkins are cited in the bibliography, but none really addg§much

to the information in these two works.

3. One result is that evidence from this trial has been the basis for much
generalization about English witchcraft, and yet, as will be shown, the
depositions are abnormal. This was carried to the furthest extreme by
Margaret Murray who used the depositions at this trial, quoting them on over
twenty different occasions, as prime evidence of the existence of covens

the activities of the more covert cunning folk, see Ch. s 3t is
perhaps to the latter that Gifford is referring.

6. There were other over-inserested justices, for instance Robert Hunt

in Wiltshire or the Yorkshire magistrate who signed so many recognizances
in the 1650's, see p. above. The nearest to Hopkins were the Scottish
witch-prickers- who visited Berwick on Tweed and Newcastle in the
Intingnumt see P/ Notestein, Witchoraft...,pp o

T le, Select Cases...,;p.88. - :

8., For continental witch-hunters see in the books in the bibliography:
for Scotland see W.N.Neill,'The Professional Pricker and His Test for

—s2_{anmna\N AAnc A1 a

A diagram which, like others, I re-drew and used 1n thesis and book, 1s presented
here n very early form.
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I also mention bringing or sending a chapter on the ‘Cunning Man’ in Essex. I think
this was broadened out into a more general chapter on informal counter-action against
witches, of which this one of sixteen pages, again with Keith’s markings.
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Counter-w. (2)

There were two principal methods of avoiding being bewitched: taking
magical precautions, such as wearing certain objects round one's neck,
or regulating one's life so that a witch was unlikely or unable to attack.
There is abundant literary evidence for the fact that people surrounded
themselves with a wall of magical objects and gestures, intended to ward
off evil generally and a witch specifically. Hanging holy writing round
the neck, especially the first chapter of St. Jokn's Gospel, was much
favoured. It was referred to by Scot,1 Bernard,2 and in sixteenth century
visitation articles.3 It is one of the few types of protection mentioned
in Essex evidences Gifford told how a woman 'haunted with a fairy' was

rumoured to wear 'about ker Sainct Johns Gospel or some part of it'.4

Charms were either worn around the neck or carried in the pocket,5 they
might be certain plants,6 roots or stones,7 or the holy objects which
the pre-Reformation clergy had advocated as amulets against evil.8 The
list of suck charms,spells and amulets could be endless. To take only a
few examples: a holed stone was used as a stable-ckarm according to Scot,

Auprey and Sir Thomas Browne.9 Salt,lo communion wafers,ll holy water,12

13

the sign of the cross, all these were probably daily employed to ward
off evil and witches. Unfortunately we cannot go further than say tkat
they were'probably' used often: when we turn from the generalizations of
contemporary writers to the legal records we are left with a gap in the
evidence. A few buried bottles with curious contents have been discovered;
these were probably used to prevent or cure witchcraft:qio know that the
use of plants and other objects to ward off witchcraft was widespread in
the nineteenth cen;:ry and there are cases from all over England for the

sixteenth century. But specific cases in Essex are scarce, presumably

because it was not an offence to wear an amulet or tie a horeeshkoe above
§ Qi STirel

the door.1

1. Scot,Digcovery,pp.212,230. / 2. Bernard,Guide,p.135.
3. FreriéVisitation Articleaﬁ{:p.cit.),p.1263 Frere gives many otker of

the semi-religious ghar-e used to counter evil forces.

4. Dialogue, sig. B, 5. Ady,Candle,p.47.

6. Perkins,Damned Art,p.l49 : for an Essex case see Pe belaw.

T« Scot,Discovery,pp.207,248. 8. Frere,Visitation Articles pp.183-T3
Scot,Discovery, p.208. 9. Kittredge,Witchcraft,p.220.

10. Perkins,Damned Art,p.245. 11. Frere,Visitation Articles,p.110.

12. Scot,Discovery,p.236: Scot in the following pages gives many other
examples of counter-wi craft ckarms and spe

it

/

sPP+3-15;for evidence that ing such jugs was

Miscellany,i,3 (1954 bu
century Essex see A.C.Kelva&fﬁonorials of 0ld Essex,

common in seventeenth
(1908),p.252. ;
15. For one excellent account of the amount of anti-witchcraft precautions
taken in a nineteenth century Yorkshire village see J.C.Atkinson, Forty
Years in a Moorland Parish, (1891),pp.91-102. For many sixteenth century
cases see the references to white witchcraft in various parts of England
listed in the notes to pp. above.

16. Preservatives within the framedork of normal Christian behaviour,

for instance prayers, leading a holy life, blessing one's house and friends,

ara lanialFrlsn daal+t with halaw = DU g SO IR S W
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1966 APRIL — JUNE OTHER RESEARCHERS
Rosalind Clay
Rosalind Clay wrote on 21st April 1966 from Woodstock Road, Oxford

Dear Alan,

Though you had to do without any written communication from me, I feel that you
may have had telepathic messages, as I thought often of you - Far too much has been
happening & I couldn’t get peace for even a short letter, but your card this morning
convinced me that I should have a try.

I shall be very glad to see you some time during the weekend after 7th, but will warn
you that my stepdaughter may be in Oxford on 7th itself & she suggested coming at 6 to
take me to dine out, so don’t try then. (though she might cancel it)

I was with Oliver March 31st to April 8th (Totteridge - rather like Boars Hill. O has
an acre of garden with cedars & masses of dafts.) & then 8th - 14th with Peter &
Elizabeth & their 4 wild children at St Ives - Cornwall 1s a revelation - not like a piece
of England at all & the coast enchantingly beautiful. St Ives is a high rocky headland,
carved imto 5 sandy bays, & huddled with houses perched one above the other &
crammed into nooks - most of them reached by high stone stairs with painted P???
balustrades - whole place full of colour - pink or blue houses, yellow rails & masses of
creepers. The south coast 1s just as lovely - especially Mevagassey - An enterprising
solicitor has turned a sort of pilchard packer into 106 flats, right on the beach so that the
Atlantic thunders to within a tew feet of one’s bed - The sea 1s an irresistible spectacle
to me, & my eyes get drawn to it even when there are no surf-riders - but there was. I
found Peter Shore most congenial - very moderate, though I thought it wisest not to
shatter the general impression that I had voted Labour (I voted Liberal). He is Junior
Minister of Technology, under Frank Cousins - & the tloor was thick with
congratulatory telegrams. The eldest girl (nearly 15) 1s pretty & civilized but the 3 others
ghastly noisy young savages. With completely animal manners - a pity. Elizabeth too
has just let her looks go to pieces & that grieved me, but I managed to avoid giving
advice of any kind. We took 11 hours in the car to get there & 9 to come back but the
return journey (apart from the sight of Stonehenge mn snow) was the more unpleasant as
the children racketed & found & hollered - I got back on 15th & Ian Green came that
day too.

I don’t know what to make of him. He told me some time ago that he was not
working, & he has just repeated this - sees no point. He says he can't get a first without
more work than he is prepared to do. I don't know what is going on inside him, but 1
conclude that he is really ‘temperamentally up Y& down’, perhaps always given to
pendulum swings. I am coming to think that I really know some of these men better
than Mr Pitt or Mr Campbell, though Mr C. 1s certainly far shrewder about their work.
Ian looks much better in health; I just have no clue what to say so I don’t say anything
much. He appears to have washed his hands of the whole situation & says he 1s hardly
working at all. He claims that I rate him too high as the only period he really likes is
Tudor - Stuart. All this would be very baftling - this swing from too much to too little -
it I was his guardian angel, but I am not - Anyhow he 1s stubborn & mdependent & no
guardian angel could be given much of a hearing.

The College dinner was last night, Mr Graham most kindly rang up & offered to
meet me & take me down the steps. Which made all the difference. It was a marvellous
evening for me, though there were far too many people & I had to sit between 2
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strangers (Prof. Palmer & Dr Harris) - I didn’t get on too badly there as one knew
AJ.P. Taylor & Namier intimately & the other knew Prot. Toynbee - but I teared I was
not going to see any of the dons I knew. However I had a long talk with Llewellyn
Woodward (a v. old friend who had been seeing some of Rosemary’s work), & then Mr
Pitt & Roger Fulford & finally Mr Campbell who seemed 1n particularly gay spirits &
promised to send me an oftprint of his brilliant chapter on Bede. I had just read it that
morning. It 1s a most wondertul piece of work. I did not get away till 11.40 & Lord
Franks saw me to my taxi (a slight blow as Mr Campbell looked like doing this). These
people have a real gift for making me happy. When Peter Shore’s children want him to
listen they seize hold of his chin & turn his face towards them. I have never before seen
this trick & I told Mr Campbell I marked it at the time as suitable to apply to him. It
was nice to apply to him. It was nice to see him in such a larky mood & I am thrilled
about the oftprint as I didn’t really want to buy the book (almost entirely about
historians like Polybius about whom I know nothing at all).

This term I have 4 English History girls (mostly London External degree) & 4
new Americans. I have masses to read & a stream of chatty mterruptions. Sybil’s graph
is right up at the top as she was pathetic about missing me & also said she had been
cutting down on cigarettes & for that reason had rudely contradicted everything I said -
a handsome apology.

I picture you reading this as your prep just before you meet me - if you can read it.

I hope your writing is getting along. My son is still tinkering with his thesis but it
sounds practically finished.

I shall miss Ian very much when he goes - I never expected to say that of any lodger,
but he makes a good impression on everyone who meets him. I hope his very curious
attitude will attract the attention of Mr Pitt or Mr Campbell or anyone who knows
better how to receive the strange remarks he makes.

Garden very gay - I don’t know how tall dafls stand themselves up again once they
have been beaten to the ground - for that’s what they have done,

Best wishes, Rosalind Clay

I have a carbon copy of my reply, dated 25th April 1966 from Field Head.

Thank you so much tor your long letter - which I didn’t read half an hour before
comuing to see you! Although this is a wondertul place to work I sometimes feel very cut
oft and start wondering, pathetically, whether all my Oxford (and London) friends have
forgotten me. On these occasions a long letter from you restores me wonderfully.
Thank you.

Please forgive this typed letter, but I think you’d find it easier than my handwriting.
It’s odd how bad handwriting seems to go with mtelligence and character isn’t it - at
least it’s comforting! Anyhow I won't write at length as I'll see you shortly.

Yes, Ian’s behaviour is a little strange, but it’s not what he says about his work but the
amount (and quality) of what he actually does that matters. I remember going around
nonchalantly saying (in the last month or two before exams) that I ‘wasn’t doing a scrap
of work” and even going punting, lying about in the sun etc. so that my friends would be
all the more surprised when I didn’t get a fourth! There may be something of this in
Ian’s behaviour, but anyhow it won't help 1f you get worried about it. After all, if he
can't stand the strain, 1t is probably better to find out no than when he has fully
committed himself to an academic career and has wives, children etc. to look after and
tie him to his decision. Well, enough sermonising for this letter!
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I'm glad you enjoyed your Cornish venture - I really must visit the realm of
Arthur. The very word 'Tintagel sends a pre-Raphaelite tingle down my sentimental
spine. I love Devon and used to solemnly recite Tennyson to the breaking sea. But
there are cloud-flecked days of daffodils and primroses and blue water between the
silver birches when the Lakes are very magical, not awesome really like Wordsworth’s
vision but fey and strange. I visited Beatrix Potter’s house (a couple of miles away) for
the first time recently - enchanting. Jeremy Fisher’s adventures happed on our local
lake. Esthwaite.

My thesis staggers on and I've half written, i a preliminary draught, now. I'm also
employing my mother and sister in a microscopic study of three Essex villages during
Elizabeth’s reign: the kind of thing Hoskins did for Wigston Magna but, I hope, with a
less narrowly economic approach. I'm finding out fascinating things about marriage,
crime, sex, witchcraft, puritanism and their various highly complex interrelations. Will
enlarge on this later.

Must plug on with my work, forgive such a short letter.
I look forward very much to seeing you. Regards to friends.

P.S. I wonder if the Thomas Hodgkin who wrote in the T.L.S. of April 7 1s any
relation?

I have a carbon of a letter with no date. From the contents (reference to Ian Green
before exams, it looks as if it was written in May)

Nr. Ambleside, Westmorland, from Alan Macfarlane

Dear Lady Clay,

Thank you so much for your interesting letter - it was nice to hear from you.
Please forgive a typewritten reply, but you’ll probably find it easier to read than my
progressively worsening handwriting.

Yes, I dropped Mr Pitt a note and he had a word with lan. He doesn’t think he’s too
bad. I hope he’s (Ian that 1s) recovered his spirits. Even I get depressed sometimes at
my vast ignorance and drive mysell on to work too hard so that I get tired nto the
bargain. I suppose we are all (including you) just the anxious type - anxious of what
other people think of us (even the Sybils of this world) and desperately attempting to
keep abreast of the lasts books. Incidentally, I'm sure you’ll have come across the new
Population in History edited by D.V. Glass which s even at this moment staring at me
accusingly from my bookshelf because I haven’t got down to reading it. It’s a collection
of essays, some of them look very good, tho’ masses of statistics: Habakkuk’s on C18
population is included.

Yes Ralph Houlbrooke, despite his intenseness and booming voice (or perhaps
partly because of them) 1s a sweetie - and quick mind. His thesis on Norwich
ecclesiastical records should be most interesting. With parish records (ct. he new book
by E.A. Wrigley (Introduction to English Historical Demography, Weidenteld, 1966),
the records of the church courts are undoubtedly going to be the most important
source tor historical studies during the next 10 or so years. They give detailed (and
often delightful) ghmpses nto everyday social and religious lite. But then, I don’t have
to give you a lecture on this, you saw a tew excerpts from them in the W.E.A. lectures 1
lent you. I hope to do a study of puritanism in a tew villages - to see what correlations
there are between religious groups and such factors as sex, age, economic position,
kinship links, size of family, length of residence n a village, village disputes etc. I think
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this might give a new depth to the old wrangling about puritanism and capitalism for
though one will never be able to say finally a man was a puritan because - (he mherited
land at the dissolution of the monasteries, he was the youngest son in a big family, he
was a ‘newcomer’ to a village, he was a frustrated batchelor etc.) one should at least be
able to show some correlation with something- even if, like Brunton and Pennington, it
is that the average age of puritans was five years older than that of middle-of-the-road
Anglicans etc. Also it would be nice to know who exactly was supposed (& did) attend
church, whether the eccl’l regulations re. the prohibited seasons for marriage were
observed, what was the attitude to the local clergy etc. etc. this can only be done, 1
think, if one uses every single source and not just pamphlets and economic sources (as
Hill tends to) or parish registers and censuses (as Laslett) etc. But enough of that for
now. If you are at all interested I would be grateful for your comments when I have
written something. At the moment I am just at the stage of reading hundreds of wills,
manor court rolls, parish registers, archdeaconry records, subsidy assessments etc. 1
never realised how much material there was for one village just for the reign of
Elizabeth. There 1s more than enough for a large book. I am attempting to cover three
villages and have enlisted the support of my sister and mother who read and analyse
with me. We really need a computer with this detailed mass of information. It’s all
carried out in our garden shed which my father has kindly set up as a kind of local
history factory and which is becoming filled with trays of index cards and files of every
colour and kind. I have a slide projector and get my documents microfilmed and then
turn them into slides and show them on a screen here. Articles I want, I send for Xerox
copies trom the Bodleian. In fact, apart from checking and one or two sources too large
to photograph, this place 1s pretty self-sufficient. When I enter the shed I feel I am 1n a
bathescope; by turning the right controls and selecting the write [sic] information I can
slide back 400 years and peer out into the sixteenth century where witches and suicides,
puritans and young wedded couples tloat past my curious eye. This world seems much
more real than the C20, and much more satistactory, since I only have to see what 1
want to see and I can sort and arrange things as one never can in real life. This probably
all sounds vaguely monomaniacal, but if anyone would understand it would be you.

I don't really think you need support - it I had half your knowledge and hall your
memory power I would be a far better historian than I am. All I can say 1s that you have
helped and inspired me more than I can say. Anything more would sound gushing.

If you ever have the energy to write, please do. Our weekly chats are one of the few
things I miss here. But there are many compensations, not least the snowdrops which
are visible from where I write this. Of course I miss Oxford in stabbing moments, but it
is too gentle and voluptuous a place (at the moment) for my ascetic soul.

1l tmes may be; she has no thought of time:

She reigns beside the waters yet in pride.

Rude voices cry: but in her ears the chime

Of tull sad bells bring back her old springtide.

The last verse of a poem about Oxford - do you know who wrote 1t? It sounds
famous.

I hope to see you again in tour weeks or so.

Very best wishes,

Field Head, Outgate Nr Ambleside 29 May 1966 [the right margin has
been torn, so a word or two has had to be guessed at]
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Please forgive a typed letter: it will at least save your eyes from my scrawly writing. It
was nice to hear from you again; I always love hearing from Oxford. I miss your garden
in the Spring and those late Oxtord evenings with the scent of wallflowers and old
stone. It 1s very beautiful here with an apple tree frothing into pink blossom outside my
work-shed and azaleas in full flower. I still gather bunches of flowers for disconsolate
maidens but it rather spoils the Peter Abelard flavour when they have to be wrapped up
in brown paper and cellotape and sent by post! Still, I will see my current Heloise
(actually she’s called Zoé which at least has the same punctuation). At least I'll have one
excuse for coming to Oxtord next term as Joan Thirsk has just written to ask me to give
a paper to her seminar: on witchcraft. When I'm at London it will be easier to get down
for week-ends.

I hope Ralph Holbrook and Richard Fletcher appreciated your guided tour: they
are both intelligent and nice people. I envied your trip to East Leach Turville; I think 1
visited it when I was staving in the Cotswolds betore Schools - exactly three years ago
now. Even up here I get a sinking teeling this week when I note in my diary that History
Schools are starting. I hope Ian is still relaxed and doing a modicum of work. Don’t
you get involved and worried. Like me, you would not be a very good social worker,
you identify with people too much. As I want to do social work one day this 1s a
problem tor me, but I expect one gets immunized and ‘cold’. How do saints manage to
remain compassionate and firm?

I was interested in your remarks about Church attendance. I enclose a note I sent
to my supervisor on this problem; it might interest you. As far as I know it is the first
attempt to give any C106 statistics of church attendance and though both figures and
conclusions are extremely tentative seems worth pondering. It 1s even more curious that
total attendance slightly declined during the period when I measured population n this
village. Between 1560-1600 population had mcreased by 256 (deducting deaths from
births registered); thus it had nearly doubled. Even by 1584 (people born before that
date would be over 16 by 1600 and thus should have attended communion) it had
increased by 140. Where did they all go, and if they didn’t all move out of the village,
why didn’t they go to church? Incidentally, it might interest you that the pre-marital
pregnancy rate was about 15% n this village in this period. I might even be able to write
my dreamed-of article on ‘sex and religion: their relationship in a sixteenth village’! I am
at the moment particularly interested in violent crime - rape, theft, manslaughter,
suicide etc - in the attempt to really see how wild a society it was; whether 1t was tightly
controlled being very mobile, also very savage. Unfortunately, I don’t know of any
studies (in detail) of crime-rates in Elizabethan villages. But enough of that. We can talk
it over on Sunday. Looking forward to seeing youl.

Nick Tyacke
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29/5/66 outgate,
Nr.Ambleside,
¥estworland.

pear Nich.,

1 hope 21l goaes well with you
and that your thesis is not too firmly
bec dmeds sorcy we coulan't have o chat
when «e met in Luke Humfreye. I wonder hLow
the wmching otc. zoes; you wust be very
waxo
Further Lo our discussion about wills

as an index to religious attitudes ate. I
ttought you mignt bLe interested in a few
very rough figures l've sorked cut, Pernaps
you know of some studies of church attendaned
Pertapa, also, you can explain why
atvendance «t comamunion declined (if the
accounts are correct) while parish registers
sasow that the population (births over
deaths) increased by 256 people (i.e. nearly
doubled) during tre peried 1560-1600 (up
to 1584 it had increased by 140 - all these
should have been old enough by 14600 to
communicated) Have you managed to do any
work yet on locating puritans from their
wills ¢ What do you make of Michael Walzer's
“pook 7

Perhaps we will buamp into each othor.
I 4ont be at the P & P conference, though
I expect you will, 3till, I*'ll bde ir london
from Cctover at the L.S.E. ( I hope). Have
. pleasant summer.

Yours,

F«3« Keep the carbon if it's of iaterest.
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To which Tyacke wrote back on Ist June from University College, London.

Dear Alan,

I have just received your interesting “note” and letter, and at risk of
impressionism am replying immediately. Declining communion numbers rings a bell —
you might try the works of A. Tyndale-Hart for a led — Are you publishing this note
somewhere? If you could get 2 or 3 similar Essex villages, it really could be excellent
— I am sure you are correct about the non-attendees not being Puritans: along these
lines, is there any evidence of a radical incumbent, curate or lecturer, driving the
more conservative away? Secondly is the fact that your decline occurs up to the
1590’s significant, being a decade of agrarian crisis (more-or-less)? I take it these
people don’t die (?), but could they be ill? Migration obviously remains the big
possibility (Rich etc.); do the Essex Muster Rolls help?

1 like your interesting use of the will preambles, keen v. indifferent, it has
possibilities. My own investigations have just really got underway, ‘though local
gentry wills seem more hopeful than I originally though (at least in Kent); one
setback is the discovery (not fairly original) that at least some R. C.’s in the early
Cl16th are capable of using what I called a “Calvinist” will preamble, mentioning
election etc.

Looking forward to seeing you,
Yrs, Nick T.

Hilda Grieve — continued:
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To which Hilda replied:

TLZASE ADDRESS TO:

Hgusats fwom Supervisor,
Eﬁlﬁ:‘: COUNTY OF ESSEX Chelmsford§3233
ESSEX RECORD OFFICE

County Archivist : F. G. EMMISON, FS A, F.RHistS

COUNTY RECORD OFHCE (QUARTER SESSIONS AND LIFUTENANCY RECORDS) MANORIAL REPOSITORY (ESTATE AND FAMILY ARCHIVES AND MAPS)
DROCFSAN RICORD OFNCE (WILLS, ARCHDEACONRY AND PARISH RECORDS) LIBRARY  (INCLUDING FSSIX BOOKS AND PICTORIAL COLLECTIONS)

Ingatestone 340

COUNTY HALL, CHELMSFORD
HOURS — STUDENTS' ROOM, COUNTY HALL : 9.15-5.15 (Mon. 9.15-8.45, Closed Sat)
INGATESTONE HALL @ 9.30-12.30, 2.0-4.30 (Exhibitions, Summer oaly, mot Sun. or Mon.)

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE : YOUR REFERENCE ;

1. 4. 66
‘Dékv D)» ;

Ma»n k&\’u -)w oy lc)ﬁn and ;%41\6\- : tv)\ g)nonn;n.
Lm S0h.p \\le n )L.. .39 ) LAvr ‘Pmd '.) e "\ L»:“-(
D0 tse, Tk ) 5 gl tedidew. | Qeld b

obdal) gl ko law b bonia A
; ' L:::jll‘tj« &U 3-.: -h.LL‘ {;h lo;?) k i“): .

\\‘ \*;A\\l\ )

Hunnisett — continued
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Field He
7)‘/ 66 . Qutgate,

Nr.Ambleside,
Your refsRFH/JC Westmorland.

Dear Mr. Hunnisett, oo
: Thank you sc much for letfﬁ
me know about the new Essex Assize file. Though
my heart fsinks at the thought of all my tidy ma
and graphs as a pursuivant (?) of truth I am gla¢
I seem to have got into a bit of a muddle over
this, for though I noted it was missing from
your card index C.L.Ewen (Witch Hunting and '
Witch Trials pp.124-5) either made a mist in-
dating a file or else saw it before it became *
gumned ups I have followed him. I will sort all
this out when I come down. A
I have been meaning to write to you for ses
time on another issue - suicide. While searching
for witches dying of plague in the coroner's &
indictments (K.B.9) I hastily noted down suicidet
for Essemw and one sample year for the whole of
England. The enclosed rough figures (I have v
subsequently checked them and there are a few
corrections to be made) are the result. 1 thought
they might interest you. Of f)¢ course they nced
much more detailed analysis - eg. the age group'
10-19 needs a further breakdown = and various
factora, lor instance sex and month, need to
be correlated. But, as you will see, there are
already some interestin; faéts.

Two of the major problems worrying me at
the moment are a) how complete are these fijures,
both in details and as a total of Elizabethan
suicides 7 b) how do they compare with medieval
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N ~ (2)
figures ? As to totals, the only #.y 1 can think
of checking is to find cases in other sources and
then see if there is a coromer's inquisition. The
only two I have found so far for Essex, in a
parish register and a ff¢ manorial court, were bo
echoed in inquisitions down to the last detail, t
this is obviously too small a sample to give muct
confidence. One or two other cases must have come
within exempt Jjurisdictions - for instance in
Essex the magor of Writtle had its own coromer's
inquests. I wonder if large towns such as Colche:
and Chelmsford also had such rights ? It shouldn'
AAKE/LE be too difficult to find out and it will
obviously make quite a difference to total
statistics and to any theories about the stresses
caused by conflict between urban and rural values
etc. I wonder, also, if there was deliber
undervaluation of property to benefit relatives 1
In a considerable number of cases inventor are
given and these appear to be thorough. e

As for the medieval period, that is your
province. I see that you only found 3 (or 2)
suicides out of 223 inquests in Beds (Beds, Hist,
Rece30cexlisjxxiii, Have you any theories why
there should have been such a low number - apart
from the one you suggest about the uncertainty

' of contemporaries in the many drowning cases(whéc!
unpertainty does not seem to have deterred
"sixteenth century juries from ascribing many
drownings to suicide)? I bave forgotten when you
said inquisitions started registering suicides
in quantity - was it the end of the C15 ? Perhaps
there was a procedural or legal change then .

Sorry to bombard you with questions.

Thank you again for all your help.
Yours sincerely,

The final letter is a long, hand-written one, on suicide. I include the first of five pages
of this letter.
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE
Chancery Lane, LoNpon W.C.2
Telephone: woLborn 0741
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Raymond Firth — continued:
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pield Read,
22/5/66 Gntaate,
Kr.Ambleside,
\ Westmorland.

\

\
\..

Deur Professor Firsh, ~
Jou may remembder tbhat I came to sev you hu\ouou:
about possible means of financing myself for a course in social ,
anthropology at L.S.%5. lhank you for your letter of Novembers I di \"
reply earlier as there has been no progress in ay various atunpn}
find financial backing. It is possible that you have secn my application
to do an M.S50. next year and,if so, you will know that whether I get

a grant or scholarship or not I intend to study at L.3.F. as long as

I am sccepted. But you will realise that in order (o pay back s« loan
from my parents I will have to do part-time work - probsbly writing or
lecturding (I hope to tura my thesis on "Witchoraft in Essex' into a
book etc.) and this will detract from she value of my course at L.S.E.

1 would not bother you with sll these details if it was not for the fact
that one possible source of soney has just offered itself.

Ky supervisor, Mr.Keith Thomas, aud my collesge Semior Tutor
both pointed out the possibility of a grant from the Social Science
Research Council which, as you know, has,as one of its aims, the
facilitating of transfer from arts subjects %0 the social scie:ces. I
therefore wrote to the Council, pointing out that I kad already received
a State Studentship for three years and asking if this would disqualify
B¢ {row & 3.3.8.C. award (particularly the Advauced Course Studentsbip).
™ their reply the; cid not comment con this, but seemed to fmply, by
their suggestion tiat I 'consult the head of the depsriment at the L.3.B
and ask %0 bo comsidered for momination to one of our siudentships®, tha
there was no obvious reason why I shouldu't apply. I wonder, therefore,
if you would let e knos the position, and whether you would consider
®e in your list of pominations?

Incidentally, my study of three Lssex villages is progressing
well and I am applying the methods of '"Pamily Reconstitution' pioneered
by wrizley and the Cambridge School, but, I hope, giving depth to this
sethod by studying the religicus,economic and political life of the
village through the finaancial und court records which the Cambridge
Oroupy in their concern about demographic history, tend to overlook. 1
am convinced thut in all this anthropology will be of essential
importance and thas the contibution whick such studies have for
anthropological theories 1s coansiderable. Put there is no need to preach
to the converteds excuse my over-enthusiasas.

1 «ill be in Loandon on Thursday 2nd of June if you would
like to see ne about the above, and again at the end of June for a few
days.

1 apologise for taking up 0 such of your valuable time.

Yours sincerely,
Alan Macfarlane
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The London School of Economics and Political Science

(University of London)
Houghton Street, Aldwych
London, W.C.2
Telephone HOLsoRN 7686
24th May 1966,

Dear Mr. Macfarlane,

I think what the S.S.R.C. office meant by their suggestion
to you about a studentship was that Research Studentships (two
years) and Advanced Course Studentships (ome year) are not
awarded individually but on the recommendation of a department
which has been allocated a quota. I see no reason why, if you
are accepted for registration, you should not apply to this
Department to be comsidered for an award., But it is likely
that the number of studentships available will be very small, so
I should not put too much faith in your possibilities of getting
one,

I would be interested to see you and learm of your work and
will be available at 3 p.m, on Thursday, 2nd June. Perhaps you
could let me know if you can come then.

Yours sincerely,
( %4' —
‘k,,w‘/( 7L

‘ \
Raymond H%h.
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R Field Head,

Nr.Ambleside,
destmorland.

Dear Professor firth,

Thank you for your
letter. I am glad theve is a possibility,
even if it is a remote one, ol obtaining
an S.5.R.Ce gl'anfu

I «4ould be delighted o call on you
- at 3 pems on Thursday, Z2nd Junc. I leok

" forward to 3seeidg you then and to discussing

history and anthropolo.y etc.

Yours sincerely,

Alan MacTarlane

Professor Raymond Firth,
london School of Economics,
Houghton Street,
Aldw.'{ch’
LONDON,WeCe?2
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' Field Head,
6/6/66 Sitgate,

Nr.Ambleside,

Yestmorland.

Dear Prcfessor ¥irth,

I resally must thank
you for your xindress in spending so much
time last Phursday trying to sort ocut my
possible future as an anthropologist/historim
I feel guilty that I took up so smuch time
V.t am very grateful all ile same.
You aegxed me %0 let you know the zist
of the correspondence with the S.3.R.C.
1 wrots to them om 12/5/66 aa follows (I
take this from a carbon)s
'I write to enquire whother I an elizivie
for any of the SeS.R.C. studontships...I
took a B.A.(2nd) in history at Oxfori in
June 1943 aand since then have been
enztaed in research for a D.Phil. in
history. T i3 will be finishad in Cctobar.
1 have been financed iu ithis by a State
studentshipessesand I Lierefore wondered
if there would e ay objection to my
competiug for an award?y!
To this they replied (Miss f.d.0lay) on
17/5/1965 saying iaat they euclosed 1
Locklet on the 3.8.R.v,s awards and that
'I would advise you to consult the head of
the departiwent at the L.3.8. and asked to
be eounsidered for nomination ¢o one of our
studentsnips. You do not have o supply the
form ACS. ¢ yourselil. lhe @ollegs aushorities
have supplies of these,'
I would have thought that thiz

ranley al dmnaldald ceta. =9_ 5k
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not about Research Fellowship but
Advanced Course Jtudentships (hence the
ref. toc AC3 2). If they consider be
ineligible wow this must have been a i
mistake. Nor have I beer able to find any
specific ruling in the pamphlet on
'Postgraduate Training in the Social Sciem
tec say that a person in my position is not
elirible. i reslizek however, that,since
this is a new projecty, everything has not
been worked out clezrly and I may have
found an unintentionel loophole.

fhatever happens, I would like to
read antbropology at lLeS.ie. and very much
appreciate any help you can give me.Please
forgive my continued importunity.

Yours zincerely,

Alan Macfarlane

Profeasor Qaymond Pirth,
London Schocl of Fconomics,
Houghten Street,
Aldwych,
LONDOK, 4.C.2
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The London School of Economics and Political Science
(University of London)

Houghton Street, Aldwych
London, W.C.2

Telephone HOLnomx 7686

9th June 1966,

Dear Mr, Macfarlane,

I have your letter of 6th June. By the same mail I also
had a note from the Secretary to the S.5,R.C. confirming
that where a conversion course is involved, as in your case,
they would see no objection to allotting a studentship to
somecne with more than four years'! postgraduate study,
The way is now clear for us to nominate you for a studentship
and your name has gone forward for consideration. I do not
as yet know how soon you will hear the result, I am sorry if
I misled you the other day but I myself was not at all clear
as to how the provisions regarding years of graduate study
were intended to be applied,

I understand from the Graduate Office here that though your
application was received quite some time ago, letters of
recommendation regarding you have not yet arrived. Perhaps
you could look intc this,

Yours erely,

U A 74”/1;_“

Firth,

Mr. Alan Mecfarlane,
Field Head,

Outgate,

Nr. Ambleside,
Weatmorland,
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History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,

Oxford.
Telephone 13395
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29/5/ 66 gy

Er.Ambleside,
Yestmorland.

Dear Dr.Thirsk,

Thark you for your letter. I
would be more than delighted to read a paper
to your poatgraduate seminar in Michaelmas
term. Srall I sead you g title - something
genersl like 'Problems in the interpretation
of English witcheraft' 7 How long would you
like it %o last7?7 I aam eapecially zlad %o dc
this saf it may give us a chance to have our
long-aelayed talk.

Ky tresis is adout to be re-written
and will, I hope, be ready for typing etc.
in Octobers Yes, 1'a still soing t0 LeSeke
but will have,probably, to live zarret-lilke
existence and work in cofleo bars otc. 1 have
a4 coutruct to write a book and there is a
possibility that I'11 get a 3.3.%.C. zrant; I'm
going %o see Raymond Firth about it on Thursday
Bul in practice iy seews tuat tue bLleuding
of history and anthropelogy iz a lon: way off.
fig detuiled analysis of tiree dssex villages
is going well aud the results to goneral
problems - ille;ltimacy,crime,population are
peginning %o emerge. 1'm a bls stucz on
Kinship however. sith Lhie huge amount of social
modility in the villages a fanily tree of 21l
those liviag in Elizabeth's ceign is terribly
complicated aand full ol loose euds. You dou't
kno« of any hiatorical studies of kinahip in
Buglish villages do you 7

1 hope jour own sork goes wsll and thav
Jou are onjoying an Oxford suumer. '

Yours sincerely,
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History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,

Oxford.
Telephone 43395

1 June, 1966
Dear Mr Macfarlane,

Thank you very much for your letter. Good, I am delighted
that you can read a paper. I will put down the title you suggest. will
you say what date you prefer! It will be on Hondays at 5p.m. VodWeorrit,
November 21 is free and some earlier dates between Uctober 24 and iovember
21 have been offered to other speakers who have not yet made up their minds.
Will you let me know whether there is any particular day you would like to
choose?

Yes, I think that history and social anthropology will nnly
be brogght together by force of example, and your thesis will be one of the
earliest examp les. Perhaps in the T.L.S. ten years from now it will be
quoted as a classic - a milestone on theway! I don't know a single work
on kinship in 3 village. I think A Everitt's new book on the Comuunity
of Kent in the Civil War is a verfA lustration of the importance of xinship
in political history. Have you read it? It is not what you are looking for
but it shows that historians are moving towards an appreciation of the
sub ‘ect.

All good wishes,
Yours sincerely,
Im “"V“SK
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Field Head,

6/6/66 OQutgate,
Hr.’mbleside,
Westmorland.

Deszr Dr.Thirsk,

Thank you very much for your
letter. I think Novsaber 2lst will be fine
for me - unless Professor Firth sends me
0fZ to Tikepia or someshere to undergo a
'cultural jolt'. As far as I can see, it will
be easy enough for me to come down from
London so if the 21st. is already booked
Just give me another Honday. At this distance
I have no (ixed plans.

Hy interviow with Raymond Pirth was
a litsle unsatiafactory and it looks as if
there is no alternative to earning my way
throuzh the firet year ana hopiug for help
in Ske second. But as an admirer of Tawney,
Webb et. ul. 1 am rather (immaturely) excited
by the prospect of Jif reliving the early
self-help/garret type of lifes the main snag
is that one cannot buy books.

The pattern of kinship in my villages
is emorging 2 little more easily thau I
expected and when this is interrelated with
erime,religion,economies (witcheralft, eto.
should prove exciting. It's quite clear, for
instunce, that wills u«re a far botter source
Pur kiuskhip than parish resisters which
surprises me slightly. Unfortunately all this
has Lo be suppressed, wore or less, while 1
Ciussh of? my thesis but I look forward o
aiscussing i witk youf in due course.

1 hope all continues to go well with
Jou.

Yours sinceraly,
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History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,

Oxford.
Telephone 43395
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Trevor-Roper continued:
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22/5/66 Pield Fead,
Cutgate,
Nr.Ambleside,
Westmorland.

Dear Professor Trevor-Roper,

I trust that you

Lave had a good term and that you various
and v ried articles and books progress. You
must teach me your secret ol how pou manage
to do so many things at the same time. I
am especially interested to hear how your
class wents I only wish I had been able to
attend it. I gather you gave a paper on
witchoraft which 1 am sorry to have missed.

I realise that you will be very dusy
in Schools week, but I will be down that
week-end and if you have any free time I would
be most grateful of an opportunity for
another discussion of witcheraft and allied
problems. I will be in Oxford from the morning
of Friday,3rd June to Sunday evening (5th) and
could manage any time,I think. I didn't like
to bother you on my last visit, as Carol may
have explained, but hope to see you on this
visit.

The thesis truddles towards its end
and all my Wordsworthian fantasies turn into
demons and sorcererss fortunately,perhaps, 1
haven't been visited by any incubi or succubi.

Yours siucerely,

Alan Hacfarlane
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From The Regius Professor of Modern History History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,
Oxford.
Telephone 43388

uth "‘y, 19660

Il,hmm"‘

I was very glad to hear from you sgain and of course I would
like to see you if possible.

It is unforturate that you have chosen a weekend when I an
going avay into the country. I am actually leaving on Friday afternoon
and I have rather a busy day on Friday. I have my class from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.n., and am busy in comnittees and seeing people from 2 o'clock

until I leave Oxford. So you will see that this only leaves three
poasibilities:

1. to call on ne before 11 o'clock on

Friday;

2. to come to my class;

3. to have rather a hasty lunch with me on
Friday (I would have to leave before 2 o' clook)

Will you take your choice?

Had I known earlier, of course I would have asked you to come
t0 my clsss and talk about your sudbject. But I an afraid they have
already had a dose of that, and T am not at the moment sure what we will
be discusaing that day. But I do hope I will seec you anyway.

F\/‘W“\A—
H\/L LV - Ro#;_\

Alan Macfarlane, Eaq.,
Field Head,

Qutgate,

Nr. Ambleside,
Westmorland.
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24/1766 . Field Head,

Qutgats,
fr.Ambleside,
Westmorland.

ank you so much for your

kind letter and for, once again, making time
to see mes sorry to éatch you at an
especially busy time.

May 1 be greedy and choose options
2 and 3 7 I would very much like to attend
your class, but don't suppose we will have .
puch time to talk at it, so perhaps I could
take you up on the invitation to a quiek
lunch? Unless 1 hear from you, I will assume
that this is O.K.

1 look forward very much to seeing you.

Yours sincerely,
Professor H.R.Trevor-icper,
History faculty Library,

Merton 3treet,
OXFORL »
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From The Regius Professor of Modern History History Faculty Library,
Merton Street,
Oxford.
Telephone 43395

10th June, 1966,

n, Jea. Plon

I was very glad to see you again last week and am only sorry
that it happened to be such a crowded day. Do let me know when you
come up next.

Meanwhile would you be very kind and so post this letter that
it gets an Ambleside postmark? I have left it unsealed so that you
can assure yourself that you are not personally committed by this
pious fraud! Will you seal it before posting.

Tomas <wn
Alan Macfarlane, Esq., l_h’{t‘ /AL o~ k"/‘-‘»\

Field Head,
Outgate,

Nr. Ambleside,
Westmorland.

The pleasures of such meetings and the gossip they provided are indicated in a
letter I wrote to my parents on 20th June. I described a meeting with Evans-Pritchard
and then likened it to one with Trevor-Roper.

One of the nice things about meeting the 'top' people 1s that they are 'in the know' about
all the scurrilous stories about A.J.P. Taylor, Verrier Elwin etc. The same happened
yesterday when I had tea with Trevor-Roper. He talks very well and I just sat open-
mouthed and listened - which no doubt flattered him! He recounted his meetings with
various people whose names are part of my mythology of history.
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1966 JULY TO SEPTEMBER

Charity

I had worked for Oxfam as an undergraduate and continued to be interested in their
work through my postgraduate days (and much later). I may discover gifts in my bank
accounts, but for the moment will just include one undated item as an indication of
this charitable support.

Look !

they desperately need help ...

When claldren go bungry hike this,
sod when helpless people suffer from
famine, persecution, earthquakes and
other disasters, people want to show
their compassion in a constructive
way. The world-wide work of the
Oxford Committee for Famine Relief
has grown out of such compassion.

We try to send all possible aid to
the needy, whoever or wherever they
may be, simply because they are our
fellow-men, women and children in
distress

Can you do something?

Al kinds of help are necded
Could you pat aside 3d. (a meal for a
Korean orphan) or more a week
through our Pledged Gifts scheme?
A voluntary helper would willingly
call for your gift.

Can you Lelp by knitting blankets
or baby garments, gathenng warm
clothing. collecting, or actively arrang-

special fund-raising efforts ? Your
2t help, great or small, it needed in o
s - host of ways.
A thvy pocd Somorican feads his sick facher s0e # 1o nise,
F‘ -y EX: e b TP |

1 See vour local helper:

This belper will gladly el you
of all the local ways of helpmg,
and also more abouwt our work and
answer your questions. Do help
if you can, So much depends on it,

Thly bor's Mong Kong “home’ & @ wicker barker

PLEDGED GIFTS
2%,

7 274 BANBURY ROAD. OXFORD

OXFORD COMMITTEE FOR FAMINE RELIEF
In association with THE FREEDOM FROM HUNGER CAMPAIGN

=

wa
s

—
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Dear Sir/Madanm,

I enclose a small -
cheque for £3~3-0 as x® a very slender
contribution to your marvellous work,
Please do not bother to acknowledge
the receipt of this donation,

Yours sincerely,

Alan Macfarlane

The other charity to which I subscribed was to that of Father Borelli, for his work
among the children in the slums of Naples. I think I went to an inspiring talk by him
in my undergraduate years and certainly there are donations from at least 1962, and
the last recorded one I have for this rough period is in 1967. One example will
illustrate this. The sums involved are not insignificant given my budget.

é 7&6 ; ':j/’éo ,

RIVERSIDE ENGINEERING COMPANY LTD.

DIRECTORS! 4. B CLARK. M . L.CLARK. J.MIDIARMID.

TELESHONE DAY & MIONT CLYDESIDE WORKS TELEORARNIC ADDRESS

::::Y:I::::“JIIH-S-Q DALMARNOCK BR'DGE OENARCWELD AUTHER GLEN
RUTHERGLEN

YOUR REr

ounrmer  JG/EG, 30th December, 1965.

Mr, A, MacFarlane,
Worcester College,
OXFORD,
Dear Mr., MacFarlane,
I should like to thank you very much for your contribution to the
House of the Urchins Fund,
This was most kind and please be assured that your continued interest
and support for Father Borrelli's work is very much appreciated both here
and in Naples.
! * % 4 w-eawde and best wishes for 1966,

158 Date. 3§ DEC196S = rhewmw
Regeived of =1l jmekswl
MR B mvlau BN janising Seck
IR s "‘w 97\ janising Secretary.
el g, ~.~g(‘_\) 5 = E— _.Pounds :,‘o‘:ﬂt (lf e Urchins Pund-
dphwrasmeraci il or
vooeiSRillings......... T .Pence ang;
For ... HOUSE. OF URCHING. FuND. s

Per MARGARET S. L. CLARK et Scloliad
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I suspect that my somewhat ascetic living — including sleeping rough and in working
men’s shelters — was partly inspired by Father Borelli, whose autobiography ‘A Street
Lamp and the Stars’ I vaguely remember reading.

The other major ‘charitable’ activity I engaged in was to work at the Oxford-
Borstal camp in 1965. I shall deal with that separately.

*
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3unday 18/9/66 Fleld Head,
Jutgate,
Nr.Ambleside,

Westmorland,

Dear ‘m‘.’

I don't seem to have written for a long time, so here is
little of my latest news, I expect you've heard most of lt from
Humzy, How are you? I think of you often and plow through the
monster letters that are brought in wheelbarrows to fileld head, Glad
you've made contacts in Parisi hope you'll manage to re-make them
when you return from Cannes, Look forward to hearing about
= probably turn out to be much like Waterhead on a sun
ranon; crowds of overe-fed, under-exercized, nemrotic and anxiety-
tidden families escaping from the towns and so‘ting about trying
to enjoy their leisure, Are there really masses of long-haired
fomales in bikinis like Birgit Bardoh ? Wonder if Erik contacted
ou before {ou left Paris, he sald he was going to, Fleld Head mist
eel vory distant,
Ky major news is Gill < whom you haven't even met and whom I
am golng to marry on 20th Dee, I know you'll llke each other, Mummy
has prob¢b1¥ glven you a pen picture so I won't add my enthusings,
Anyhow, she's a poppet and bosses me around in a nice vn{. I'n
annoyed that all my plans have been thrown out and that I've iOt
to put my schedule forward five years, but still,.,..Am training her
to analyse wills, touchstype, note books ete, 30 perhaps we'll make
lost ground | I hope you'll be back ia plenty of time for
the wedding, It 1s golng to be delicious chaos, I have at least
250 people I want to invite and will de meanwhile finishing off my
thesis in the shed, In fact Gill suggested that we had the ho::znoon
in the shed = which shows how well she knows mel Hummy will n help
and I want you to be aroundy do come back as soon as you can, You'll
have heard my other news also I expecty I.ve got a grant for another
two years (£570 peas) %o do anthropology at London and a book
contract for the end of next year, 35 all your work on Hatfleld
Feverel, the Wilmotts etc, will be appearing before a startled
public ln not too long a time, I havas several new flling systems now
and the shed 1is filled with orang.ltonnto/cnrdbo.rd/cornflikolciinrotto
and other boxes, as well as a new framework filing system which
don't think I had when you were here, Mjimmy is gamefully atgngglint
avay with archdesconry records and I'm generally getting qf‘ogotis ical
vn; in all things. I hope to go €own to London next week-end to get
a flat in London and to visit Granny in hospital, I expect you've
heard that she 1s recoverinz well, It'll be nine if we can find an
attic somevhere as then you can come down to London and stay, I
hope to be in the Lakes for the holidays, and the room will then be
freoe, Still, musn't count my chickens,
Hut{ back to my thesls appendices wvhich are driving me
blesary-eyed, “hinking of you, Have a happy autumn,

Lots of love,
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Dear 1an, Comebell, } -

Please excused a typed letter - but you will probab1¥ be so
surprised (guilty ? - for no reason) to hear from me that you'll overlaok
atteupted efficliency, It is literally years since I've written. What
prompts me now, apart from the usual stmas sentiments, is partly
curiosigy to hear how you are gotting ony partly that this seems to be
more or less a turning point in my 1ife and I thought I'd let you know my
news, Anyhow, lan, I hope eve ything goes well with you, I imagine you
will have rinishoa training by now = what job are’doing, I presume something
in the electrical engineering lines... Is there any chance of your ever
coming over to Englands be sure to le™ me khow 1 you do, I wonder if
you've got anything to do with the W5rla Fair,1967 - even thoug' that is
on khe other side of Canada, DA yoi work with computers at all? They
fascinate me, Are you marpied? How is Pat? I won't go on asking questions
for will I expect a reply, unless yon have a week's illness an consoqnen%
eisura, s
As regards Sedbergh friends - to get the old school tie out of
the way first, I met Charles Vignoles with his wife in Oxford the other
day « they are both teaching, Geoffrey I think nas gone into the Borstal
service. David Porter I still see occasionally - he is a fully-fledged
solicitor in his father's firm, has a red sports car, is purauing a girl
and 1is generally contented, Stuart Black was up here the other day - he
wants to work on yachts and was looking very natty in polo-neciked Jersey
ete, He 1s going out with Gill Lister - one of my first flames 4°
remember, Alan Barnes is in Australla; David Badger was killed in a
moter-blke accldent; Weedy Savory was up - he is working in the armaments
division o the Clvil Service and still spends most of his time killing
animals and birds, Well, I don't want this to_sound like.the Old B
section in the Luptonian, so will end, Incidentally, I expect you'l
have hegrd that Marriot ls' leaving this year and Dave Alban becoming
house master of Luptone.At least the cook ng should be better if the stomy
about him marrying the Hart House cook is truel . y
About myself, I haven't quite forsaken my great dreams and ideals
of my youth, though they become narroved. I've just finished three years
doing a doctorate at Oxford on the history . f vitoneraft o which T Toss
I must have told you of, The thesis will need another couple o months
to finish and I w submit it early next year, It has led me into
welrd crevices of the human soul and I have got interested in a holst of
sociological and psychological problems, I have signed a contract to
turn the thesis into a book next year - and 1 this happens it 1s iotrg
to be {r_inted in America, so keep your eyes open in the bookshops in
about 18 months time! I spent last year at home, working in the garden
shed at the bottom of the garden which I f'itted up with lights,heating,
filing cabinets, my own invented form of a lateral suspended rhl
systsn,_-i.croﬂi. projector, tape recorder etc. I even got my sister (Anne)
to work as sy secretary/help for a small sglary and my parents - who
have retired from India = to help part-time analysing mortality rates
etc, in the sixteenth centurye. It£ was most exci‘ing and I think, 4f I
have time to finish the work, I will have made quite a break-through
both in history and sociology. Anyhow the year was well spent, but now
my 1iTe has changed ndlcalg. With my yearning te go to ia, I decided
that I should do some training in anthropology, so.I am now at the
London School of Economic doing a 2<yr, diploma in Soec, Anthropolegy,
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This is, of course, only putting off the evil hour of decision, I'm
still planning to go to India, if only for a couple of years, to see
what there is to be done. I think populations problems will %e my final
resting place, but in what capacity I don't knbw. But I'm also vary
attracted by the academic life and have a desire to become a Professor
§t some beautiful tree-shaded old city like Oxford, Anyhow, anthopology
is fascin:cting - among the most fascinating peoples I study being the
Kwaktiuls(?) and ohher tribes around Vancouver island!

I've saved my most important news until last -« this belng the reason
above all, for this letter, I am getting married on my birthday Dec.20th,
The wedding is at Hawkshead parish church « I'm not sending an invitation
as there isn't much likelihond of your belng able to attend and I don't
want to cadge a present, But think of mel I met Gill in the summer and
we finally decided to get married after an idyllic hnliday in Yeat's
country in Ireland., She read English at Manchester and after twn more
years training will be a fully qualified social worker next year - a
probation offlicer, 8he is ewverything I hoped for - bright, gentle,
imaginative, sense of humour, very good wgth people, artistic,likes
the country,music etcs etcs it the moment we are living together in
London (4% Ridge Road,London N.8) and things-are going very well. I wish
you could meet her, I know you'd like each other (unless you've changed
a loty which I douﬁt). Anyhow, perhaps I'11.be in America some %time
and be able to.call in,

.This letter will also have to.serve as a Christmas card, so
VERY HAPPY C'RISTMAS and also HAPPY BRITIDAY on 16th Dec, Ali happiness
in what you are doing.

Yrs ever,

Alan’s Irish holiday, July 1966

I am not sure I can use this, but will include here. It 1s a postcard from Ireland
written during the camping holiday with Gill. It was this holiday, a kind of test advance
honeymoon, which seems, from the evidence of various letters, to have made me
decide to take the plunge and get married - which I did the following December. The
effect of Yeats etc. was all too much. The photograph 1s of the Lake Isle of Innisfree -
one of my favourite Yeats poems, and we camped beside it.
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For this year I shall include a transcript of the only letter I have a copy of to Julie,
kept as a carbon copy.

18 September 1966. Field Head.

Dearest Pusseybite,

I see that it is exactly a month since you wrote; so it is time for a reply. I was glad
to hear that all my suspicions were groundless. Hope that things are sorting
themselves out. I only wish I could have been some help, but not only am I hardly
ever ‘with’ the Twentieth Century for long periods, but I am also rather cut off in this
remote spot ... Let me know how things have developed. Perhaps I’ll hear from Peter
Goodden who is coming for the night of the 26th, though I don’t suppose you’ve told
him much. Perhaps you’ve heard from him that Dick Smethurst (you remember him?)
has got a fellowship at Worcester and that Euan (Porter — remember) is getting
married soon. Alistair is back/arriving back soon, from Rome and I hope to see him in
Oxford. Erik came up to stay last week-end for two days. Gill was staying here and
they got on very well. Erik appears unchanged and as sweet as ever; still optimistic
and bubbly and Roman Catholic. As I was depressed at the time I found his ¢lan a
little irritating but hope I wasn’t too surly. He is hoping to get a job with
U.N.E.S.C.O. next year. He enjoyed Laos. Linda has returned from Geneva, but |
haven’t seen her. Still, you should get first hand news of all these people if you
manage to get up here for my birthday/wedding which will almost certainly take place
on the same day — that is Dec. 20th — at Field Head. I’ve only just got Gills’ parent’s
consent after an amusing Victorian supplication session where I had to outline my
prospects to a tough Yorkshire tax-inspector. Arrangements haven’t been begun yet,
but you should get a card sometime. It’s deliberately just before Xmas to put off a few
of the hordes whom I will have to invite. Personally I would like to see everyone, but
the house just isn’t big enough. But I do hope that really key figures in my past, the
shaping influences if you don’t mind being called that, will come. We’ll probably live
together before then if we can find a flat and some money.

Re. money, I can’t remember whether I’d told you I was trying for a Social
Science Research Council (S.S.R.C.) grant — anyhow I got one for two years (£500
p.a.) so am very relieved and can settle down to my anthropology without having to
worry too much. I think I must have told you about my publishing contract for the end
of next year — that £200 will come in handy also. See how mercenary-minded I’'m
getting at the approach of responsibility! Gill has a grant to train as a probation
officer, and will get over £1,000 p.a. when she starts. My tutoring at Nottingham
Univ. (1 term, 1 day a week, if [ didn’t tell you) is going to be allowed and I am just
working out a book list for the poor students now.

My work goes well, though I find up to 8 hours writing a day very tiring and can’t
do very long spells. Also, one gets to a stage where one is writing things for the 6th or
7th time and all the excitement has been squeezed out. Consequently, to me at any
rate, it sounds pretty flat. I hope doing anthropology will inject me with new zest. [’ve
just devised a couple of new filing systems — card-indexing and lateral filing — and
between them they are absorbing my vastly growing amount of docts. I’ll only be able
to move a small % to London I fear. My shed is now thick with orange/tomato and
cardboard boxes and lined with books and racks of files. I hope you’ll see it
sometime, I’m rather proud of it. I spend so much of my time devising new filing
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systems that I leave very little time for actual work — i.e. thought. No, that’s not
absolutely true, but still, there may be something in it.

Incidentally, I saw Midhurst [where Julie had a bookshop] on the telly the other
day ... When I’m in London I hope I’ll be able to visit you more often. Also, if I ever
have the money, perhaps I could order some of my books through you? I’'m looking
forward to seeing the new children’s room. It's a shockingly long time since I last read
a children’s book. It depressed me to see how all my favourites are bing taken up by
everyone else — e.g. the ‘Uncle’ books which you put me onto, and ‘I capture the
castle’. Its funny how possessive one feels about children’s books. My mother is
writing another, which her publishers are enthusiastic about. She is down at
Crowthorne at the moment since my granny is in hospital after an operation. I will be
coming down to London at the beginning of Oct. Will let you have my garret address
when I have one. It will literally have to be an unfurnished attic I fear. Still, my latent
and never-tried talents as home-decorator can then emerge.

Sorry this is such a chatty letter. Don’t feel up to any very great thoughts at 8.30
a.m. on a Sunday morning. Love to you pussy, and best wishes to Adrian and your
parents. Lots of love, Alan

*

Alan to Lady Clay 26th July 1966 Field Head

Dear Lady Clay,

Funny how we always seem to decide to write to each other on the same day -
perhaps psychic? Even as I type this perhaps you’re writing - Anyhow, thank you very
much for your long letter: hope you got my little p.c. in return. 'm off to Ireland for ten
days from this evening so I'm replying now. This won’t be very high-power stuff I'm
afraid as most of my energy 1s being devoted to witches as the moment. Like all theses
mine 1s at least a month behind schedule, but not to worry.

Yes, Ian’s result sounds like a medium 2nd. I imagine it will be coming out soon.
Sorry, for his sake at least, to hear of the death of K.B. Macfarlane - though he was a
strange and frightening man. Have you seen any obituaries? What did he die of? 1
wonder who will take his place.

Sorry to hear that people have been criticising C. Hill. I think its probably a measure
of his courage (and, probably, narrow-mindedness) that people should find he doesn’t
drop all his egalitarian, anti-hierarchical principles once he 1s accepted mnto the
Establishment. Only a very blind person could say that a book like Puritanism and
Society (which I’'m just reading) could have been picked up from his pupils. Though I
think his sociology 1s home-spun and his sources are too limited to impressionistic
pamphlet literature and secondary sources, I'm still convinced that he’s the most
stimulating historian on English C17 England since Tawney - though his influence, in
the long-run, will be less than Hoskins’. His knowledge 1s quite incredible, especially
when, as he claims, he employs no highly complex filing-system etc. I was interested to
hear of your meetings with Mrs. Habakkuk: she 1s a dear. I would be interested to hear
of his working methods. I expect you’ve read the massive ‘Papers presented to the Past
and Present Conference’, stimulating but not shattering. Collinson’s paper, for instance,
used some very good sources, but did not attempt to answer any of the really exciting
questions. He just misses, in my humble opinion, being very good indeed, both in his
thesis and his other works. He talks about ‘the sociology of religion’, but his writing
shows less evidence of sociological interest than Tawney’s despite the enormous
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amount that has been written on the subject since Religion and the Rise - Sull, perhaps
I'm a bit prejudiced since he’s stepped into my own particular plot, Essex
Archdeaconry records.

Hope Ian 1s satisfied if he does get a straight second: I've forgotten what he 1s going
to do.

I wonder why you get melancholy in August - the weather, the deadness of Oxford
or what? I’'m puzzling about melancholy generally at the moment - especially in the
C16. Am trying to work out how much mental break-down, tension, anxiety, pain there
was 1n the Elizabethan period & how people reacted to it. It’s difficult to get statistics on
this kind of subject. You probably know of various essays on social history, including
one by Hoskins and interesting ones on prisons and medicine in Shakespeare Survey,
no. 17 ed. Allardyce Nicoll (called ‘Shakespeare in His Own Age’, Camb. U.P. 1964).
This has a little on illness etc. but not beyond what one knew already - that very little
was known about most diseases; that there were masses of quacks; that medicine was
very closely connected with astrology etc. I don’t know where one would start looking
for evidence for such subjects in the middle ages. Oh well, I've got enough problems to
fill a Iife-time.

Mush rush off and put a tooth-brush and comb i a bag for Ireland. Hope to see
you In early August.

Yours, Alan Macfarlane

Letter from Rosalind Clay, 121A Woodstock Road, August 18th

Dear Alan,

I hope you were not anxious about your home & family during these amazing floods
i the North.

It is a great happiness to think of the offer from Routledge & Kegan Paul. [to publish
‘Witchcraft’] I hope that the work at Nottingham won’t be a drag on you.

I am sending you some papers (keep them as long as you like) - probably too
childish & anyhow wildly out of date - about 40 years old - & some questions. I think
questions are a very great help mn getting up a subject: many of these are Cambridge
ones (as they demand those vast outline periods) others come from the History
Previous exam. Which I taught (even at Magdalen) up to 1928. If you need more
recent ones are available in the Camera & I expect the stairs would not be msuperable
to me - I could send you more, or ones selected on particular topics. These are a bit
miscellaneous but, even so, don’t really do justice to the extraordinary collection from
which I selected these from - questions ranged from Clovis to the younger Pitt. You
said you need do only 4 questions & these would strike me as being the most fun to do
- Lewis the Bakenu & Marsilio [??}

Hussites

Councils

Venice (I have not re-read any of the papers I am sending except to see that the pages
were 1n the right order but the one on Venice looks the least childish.) I had one on the
Condothieri - better than the others because partly drawn from my brother - but it
seems to be missing - perhaps I did it out of my head. You may find these papers no
use at all - on the other hand there might be a day when you had a migraine or your
motor-bike broke down & you had to skimp your reading & could use some of my
stuff, if only to say ‘it has been said - but I don’t agree.’

Margaret Toynbee took this period at Oxford, but I suppose about 40 years ago -
taught by Armstrong - I have no up to date book list. - I suppose the Cambridge Med.
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Hist (tho’ old) will be a help. Previté Orton goes on over that period. I used Rashdall’s
Unuversities a lot (but have had the best vols. Stolen - anyhow re-edited), HF Brown’s
Venice (delightful book which I can lend you) & I suppose Lavisse Historie de France -
I possess Dante’s de Monarchia ( for HenVII & see I gave it to my husband in 1914 -
that makes me feel contemporary with the apiones [??], but as a matter of fact I was not
married then - I see my papers seem to have avoided the Italian Renaissance which still
rather scares me off.

Don’t spare time to look at these 1f you have plenty of material already with you. 1
have not touched them for about 40 years as the Colleges began to take Law prelim
mstead of Hist. Previous, but fortunately mice had not nested in them - the state they
are n suggests that I found them useful. I include MS on later Franciscans as
groundwork for the 14C rumpus about Evangelical Poverty.

It was a pleasure to see you - but don’t feel that I should be hurt if you couldn’t
manage to call here - You must have much to do when you come to Oxford. My
Cairns sister tried to do so much that she collapsed & had to spend a day in bed here.

Strangely enough Mr Higham (once public orator) rang up & asked whether 1
should like to go to Inglesham - I have been there twice in about 3 months, but was
attracted by the thought of the country & as a matter of fact he spent so much time in an
Antiques Shop in Farringdon that we never got there - did great Coxwell Barn (again)
& actually drew up accidentally in one of the places claimed for the Battle of Mons
Badonicus - Bradbury Hill, just outside Farringdon. I had been looking for this place &
wish I had located it earlier as we passed it on that tour Mr Graham took us.

Mr Campbell has just sent the marks, which are highly peculiar but only one (Mr
Cooke) did worse on English IT than on I & III - I just don’t want to feel I don’t help
them. Mr Campbell was pleased that 8 out of 10 got some sort of X somewhere.

I am squirming with backache from swimming this morning & shall have to lie on the
floor - but it was worth it. The pool 1s on Boars Hill - quite undescribably lovely with
great tranquil white water lilies motionless upon it & some charming little girls with
almost no clothes on fishing with longhandled shrimping nets - all drenched in such in
spite of lying in a wood -

I still haven’t written on Elizabeth - it keeps getting pushed to one side by other jobs.
I must get it out of the way, only Nov 22 1s so far off that I might waste my efforts by
dying before I have to do it.

Ron Fryer used to have some absurd nickname Beaver or Badger - I remember a
telegram announcing his coming when we were v. crowded & Charles had failed to tell
me he had invited him - Signed Badger or some such - no one knew whom to expect
as C. was still away. He stayed with us in Museum Rd but I don’t know how we
squeezed him 1n, Rosalind Clay

Alan to Lady Clay 17 September 1966 from Field Head

Dear Lady Clay,

The letter I promised in my card - though it will be rather short I am afraid. My
thesis 1s at its most fraying stage and after a day of appendices I don’t feel like writing at
all. Sall, 1t cheers me so much to hear from you that I want to precipitate another letter
by writing to you. It was nice to hear all your news - re. Sybil, Isley, the cyclamen, Ian,
etc. (ust to prove that I've read it attentively - through the handwriting!). Hope the
writing of your Elizabeth talk went O.K. It should be peanuts to you - except that you
know too much. I've got to that stage with my thesis. What really exhausts me is having
to discard so much information that has taken me months to extract, to summarize it all
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mto a half-truth which I might have guessed at the beginning. I find it very difficult to be
sure that I'm really doing anything worthwhile. One gets so close to the subject that it is
mmpossible to decide whether one hasn’t just buried oneself in some pile of silt at the
bottom of an unimportant tributary to the historical stream - and other Trevor-Roper-
like metaphors! (I have to eschew any colourful or high spirited writing in my thesis - so
you’ll have to beware muddy rhetoric in my letters) Anyhow, the main point 1s to say
that I hope that September has restored your good humour, and that with the trees
turning to the melancholy slaughter of autumn you feel revived. When my eyes blear
open from their appendix-gummed state I vaguely notice leaves turning incredible reds
and golds and the autumn beginning to toast the bracken. But even being in love isn’t
enough to raise me from my witches for more than a sniff of the Twentieth Century.
Still, the thesis goes very well and I should have nearly half of it written in final form,
and the rest in a fairly advanced draft by the time I go to London.

I think you know my plans. I have got a Social Science Research Council grant for
the next two years (they made a mistake at fist and told me it was only for one) - £500
p-a. Not much to live in London and keep a wife on - but I can hardly grumble having
resigned myself to working as a lift-boy to keep myself. I really am excited at the
prospect of learning something about social anthropology and sociology. I'm sure 1t will
be a great help to my seventeenth-century studies. I would, finally, like to (among other
things) do a study like that of Le Roy Ladurie reviewed in last week’s T.1.S. - did you
find his introductory essay intersting? I enclose draft chapter - it will have to be
tightened up and cut down - on witchcraft in three Essex village. This 1s my first
attempt at village sociology. I would very much value any comments - suggested sources
or problems - you would care to make on it. Perhaps you could hold onto it until the
beginning of October when I should be in Oxford and when I will collect it from you.
Please don’t bother to read it if you find it trying - rough chapters out of theses must be
most irritating to read - but having been launched into local history by your enthusiasm
for Hoskins over 4 years ago, I would value your comments.

Hope to see you soon. Look after yourself.

*

Tuesday 5™ July — CERN. — very long letter indeed

Dearest Alan, I really do have to apologise for not writing to you for such a long time.
Don’t think it is because I have forgotten you because I could certainly never do that
or forget how very kind you have been to me in the past ....my lazy life for the past
two years in Oxford. Very happy and forgetful years though & I am sure that through
your help this was so. Do you remember the first time [ went to your room for coffee?
A desperate love-sick little girl just looking for someone as kind as you to put her
troubles out to. I haven’t changed much I am still love-sick but not so desperate
anymore. Poor Miss Faraday her hair would really stand on end if she knew of a little
of the things that have gone on in No 9 dover the years — don’t you think... Also in
those days we went for many a beautiful walk down beside the river & the canal. Do
you remember the very first time you took me for a walk down there & you didn’t
know whether to hold my hand or not. I still can see those bats at night swooping
about — they really frightened me. ....How is your thesis progressing? How many
chapters are now completed? I really hope it all goes well for you because your work
1s your happiness. Also that you have not been suffering anymore of those headaches
but then you have a very kind Mother-Father to look after you to make sure you don’t
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just eat cold bake-beans for breakfast, dinner & tea!!! ...I was very amazed to hear
you passed your driving test so quickly, you really are clever... How are your girl
friends, Zoe, Gill Jane etc.

Fondest love, Linda xx

LETTER FROM Alan (Carbon — hand-written)
16.7.1966 Field Head

Dearest Linda,

What a lovely long letter: well worth waiting for. Please forgive a much shorter
letter from me. I can’t compete with you. I hope this finds you at your new address — |
wonder what these digs are like. Better than the last, I trust, and less squabbles over
bath water etc. The last one did sound a bit distressing. What wonderful descriptions
of the mountains etc. I do wish I could come and see it myself and hear a running
commentary from you. Unfortunately .... You know me! My thesis is about 6 weeks
behind schedule and it doesn’t look as if it will get finished even if I press ahead at
full speed. Oh well — there are compensations as you will her. I do hope you’ll come
back in September, if you decide to, try to let me know as far in advance as possible,
as I would like to coincide it with a visit down south and I will be in a particular panic
by then. It must have been nice having your parents with you. Poor Linda — I can’t
imagine how you manage without someone to look after you: you won’t mind me
saying that, in memory at least, you make me feel very protective and almost
efficient! Remember those meals we used to cook on Julia’s stove? With me nagging
at you about how it should be done? You really do need a man. Wonder if you’ve had
any further adventures with men? There seem to be quite a profusion of them working
for CERN, but do be careful won’t you sweet. You get so easily hurt. I would be sad
if a miserable little Linda crawled off the Ambleside bus, having just returned from
Geneva. But if you get miserable in any way you will let me know won’t you
sweetie? Especially if there is anything I can do.

Yes, I remember all those things about Oxford, the first weeks at Miss Faradays: the
early-morning cups of tea and poetry: the many curries at the Bombay: you nearly
freezing to death on my motor-bike: creeping up and down your stairs: listening to
your records. I visited Oxford for a week’s holiday at the end of last month and it
brought back all those memories. Nothing seems to have changed. David is still there.
Bill is once again in hospital — I once again stayed in his flat. The holiday he’d
planned (2 weeks costing £1,200 (not including air-passage there and back) wwas
almost certainly going to have to be cancelled — he’d lose the £1,200. Anyhow, and
here I come to latest part of my news (and, incidentally, my excuse for a dull and
badly written letter — will do better next time), while in Oxford I was seeing a lot of
Gill.

[PROBABLY OMIT I think I mentioned her before. Dark-haired; turned-up eyes;
nice figure; sad-mouth; nice sense of humour; bubbly and chatters; intelligent; kind;
sensitive; loves the country, music poetry, Lakes; wants to do social work (she is
going to finish her training as a probation officer next year in London) etc etc. We are
already very fond of each other. We have made love quite a lot — especially
considering that we’ve only been together for about 3 weeks in all. For instance,
today we made love and I, the first time in my life, didn’t use a contraceptive — it was
wonderful. We’ve also done it outside a good deal: which always reminds me of a
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certain deep-grassed lane near Oxford and a rather small blanket! She’s wonderful to
make love to, though she has a tough job with me; as you know I tend to feel very
guilty on these occasions and she spends her time trying to persuade me that it’s not
so sinful after all. I suppose you’ve hardly kissed a boy since you’ve been in
Switzerland. Does it still make you feel sick? Anyhow, as you’ll gather, Gills is
staying with me: we hope to go for a short holiday to either Scotland or Ireland. She
was meant to go to Greece, but (fortunately) we went to a Chinese restaurant for our
good-bye meal and both got bad food-poisoning and , being sick all night, she was
unable to go to her American lover & stayed with me instead! I hope you’ll get a
chance to meet her: you’ll like each other. You’re both very sweet people.]

Sorry this is such a dreary letter sweetie: after a long walk today I feel very sleepy.
But if you write back soon I’ll write a proper letter. I do think of you often and
wonder how you’re getting on. You are one of the sweetest people I’ve ever met and |
hope we’ll always be friends. It was one of the happiest years of my life when we
were together. Write soon, and look after yourself sweetie.

Fondest love, Alan Macfarlane

LETTER FROM ALAN (CARBON) - dated 11 August 1966
Dearest Linda,

What a depressed letter I had this morning from you. Still, thank you very much for it.
I always love hearing from you, and even if I can’t offer any very good advice it
appeals to my male/fatherly pride to be asked. I am writing back straight away in the
hope that this will reach you before you are evicted. Since most of your letter was
about that topic, I’1l start with it and give you my news later. I don’t know what to
advise, sweetie. I wish I could come out and provide on-the-spot assistance but
various circumstances, chief of them an overdraft at my bank and a thesis which is
already about 6 weeks behind schedule, as well as an ardent and much-desired girl-
friend in London, make it almost impossible. Surely, there is some way of finding
another digs in a week? You seemed to manage to find the other digs quite easily. I
must say, they sound unnecessarily stirict. Among the people who might give you
advice would be a) the Police — who, in England at least, keep a list of digs b) the
various Tourist agencies in Geneva, of whom there must be many c) the British
Embassy — in an emergency d) the newspapers e) Cern — I think you said they
arranged accommodation f) other workers at Cern — surely the know of somewhere?
Still, I expect you’ve tried all these, and expect you’ve found somewhere. I
sympathize all the same as | am just about to start hunting for digs myself — in
London. It seems a long time since the days of Miss F. and Julia. I’ve almost
forgotten the world of landladies and creaking floors. As for your boss — How do the
other girls find him? Does he just pick on you, and if so, why? I hope this sorts itself
out, although it would be lovely to have you back in England again. ’'m longing for
you to meet Gill: I’'m sure you’ll like each other.

Finally, the problem of men. At least you are now aware of your weakness and
vulnerability, sweetheart (sorry, for a moment I thought I was writing to Gill!). The
only practical advice I can give is to be as hard as possible — and make sure that, if
you make love, the man takes maximum precautions. You really are too trusting, and
men, I’m told, just don’t bother unless they’re pushed. It would be too much if you
also got pregnant. The answer will be, of course, to find the right man and get
married. But, unfortunately, one can’t hurry the process on. If there is anything more
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positive I can do, e.g. send a little money or something please let me know. You know
at least that I am thinking of you. I wish I could be of more help.

[POSSIBLY OMIT As for myself, you will have gathered from my last, garbled,
letter, that I am, at last, in love. I think I wrote on the eve of my journey to Ireland
with Gill. It was glorious; the most rapturous holiday I’ve had since I was a boy and
perpetually lived in the magical and mysterious fantasy world of youth. We decided
to camp, and pitched our tent on the banks of a Lough on the West Coast (Lough Gill
— appropriately enough). The first two nights we were nearly washed out and G. was
nearly frightened out of her wits by slugs (but delighted to see her first bats — which
might have worried you more). [ was nearly stung by a hornet: I caught a bad cold
(after I returned): we found both banks and buses on strike. Yet it was marvellous,
everything was beautiful and rich and peaceful. We made love a lot — and it’s never
been anything like that before. I suppose it was as you found it with Dudley. We were
perfectly suited physically and since we were in love it was sublime. Even writing
about it now makes me shiver inside. One can’t contraceptives in Ireland (since its
Catholic) so I had to buy a great wad in Ambleside and take them with me. |
wondered what the Customs would have done if they’d decided to open my luggage
and found my bag stuffed with ¢’s?! Anyhow making love was just a part of it. We
swam, I fished and caught trout for our supper, we ate wild strawberries and
raspberries which we picked, and made a bilberry pie. We cooked delicious meals,
(not baked beans) — Gill is a very good cook, over a camp fire. We walked and
generally had a most relaxing time. By complete accident we had chosen a spot less
than a mile away from the Lake Isle of Innisfree and perhaps I can’t do better than
describe it by quoting a piece from Yeats’ poem describing the very place where we
were ‘... for peace comes dropping slow... [A few more lines transcribed] I hear lake
water lapping with low sounds by the shore’. Oh dear, it makes me yearn to go back,
even while [ sit in the midst of the glories of the Lake District. Now gill is doing 8
weeks practical social work in London and I am moping/hoping to finish my thesis in
the Lakes. Tomorrow I go south for a week to see her and to see my supervisor and
check some references. We will both be in London from October and will probably
get engaged then — and live together.

Sorry for this yearning passage, but it may cheer you to hear that [carbon runs
out...]

Later August, no date. ‘I hope you are enjoying yourself at Ripon and that you are
mixing with the boys alright. From the sound of your last you must be quite an expert
on pop-music now. I have bought just one record since you left that is Joan Baez
single. There but for fortune. On the flip side she sings Plaisir d’amour. Whenever |
hear it I always think of you.

c. later August 1966 — no date.

Dearest Alan,

....I'hope you are still as happy & as contented with life as you sounded in your last
letter. It is wonderful to hear you so happy. Gill must be a really sweet girl.

.... Then came another crisis worst than when I was nearly shut outside in my
dressing-gown do you remember that at 133?! ...[very long letter — asking for advice
etc. | ends....It is marvellous to hear Oxford hasn’t changed. I loved it and all its
memories. Let us go back there sometime & just wander over Port Meadow to the
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Perch — it would be beautiful? Let me know how your thesis is coming along, don’t
over work. ... Write to me soon, fondest love, Linda

Letter from Slough — c. Sept 1966 ? No date Starting at Cavendish Labs. 2" October

- assumes Alan is preparing to move to London — will be happy there ‘especially as
Gill will be with you. I was very happy to hear about the wonderful holiday you spent
with Gill in Ireland as you were in lo I imagine it was out of this world.’

Letter from Cambridge — no date, c. October?

- congratulating Alan ‘on your forthcoming wedding and I wish you both every
single happiness in the world. It seems to have happened so very quickly but I
can tell from your letter that you are very much in love. It is wonderful to be
in love isn’t it? Anyhow about arranging a meeting...

- we met again in London Friday 5" November at King’s Cross

Jo Gaebler

I had become friends with Jack and Jim from Newcastle after my spell in the
Patterdale Youth Hostel in summer 1963. Through them I had become friends with
one of their girl-friends I imagine, a German girl called Jo Gaebler. There are
references to her in my letters, and a little correspondence with her. She seems to have
been having various difficulties.

Here is a letter I wrote to her towards the end of my time on the D.Phil.
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ig: :idr:::an’u::a tide is Tossee, m averywhare \
The best lack a (va%g'lon, vhils lhe worst '\
Are full of passionate intensity. A

3
the whole poem is very 'm ng it to
youe Do you still read poetry 7 I I ; ; ‘g- won
than Yeats, May I just quote one more passage before I get onto

events 7 I came across it in a book, It was written by the late '
nineteenth century English poet and critic, William Morris, about
a Badieval anarchist :
'I pondered sll these things, and how men fight and lose the
battle , and the thing that they fought for comes in spite
of their defeat, and when it comes turns out not to be what
they meant other men Rave to fight for what they neant
under another name,'
reflects vhat I sometimes feel when + seem to be los ground ;4 .liot
that ﬁn attempted anyth.lng.nnn{.bi; yoet « that is to come, But
I am already terrified of the battle,

How is your arm ? Better after amother spell in sm,l
hopes I do vorr{ about you and wish there was some way 1p.
If the climate is so much better for you there, couldn't you stay
there and find work there? Could you study art there? Jr perhaps
g0 to another Meditferanean country rather t an the frozen lakes
of islland, “et me know Row you get on,

Ny main news is that I am gett oguod very shortly and
married on Dec,20th - 25th birthday, I think I must have told
!on about Gill, the girl I met at Yxford, went for a holiday to

reland with, and am going to marry, She is 1on1{ in every ways

a good cook, interested in soclal work (she is go to be a probatior
officer), a sense of humour, interested in ideas art ete, Tho WM
be tnlnlnc next year in London, so we decided to get married a;

soon as possible, The wedding will be here and it would be lov:

if you were in England, if you could come, Pleage don't dream
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of‘ sending a present or anything, I know how little money you have
and would feel awful if you sent anything, I just want you to share
in my happiness, If you are ever in London, you could come and
stay, I hope we will have a flat there, even if it is in a cellar
and there is no furniture,
My nther news 1is that I have a contract to write a book on
witcheraft by the end of next year, and a grant to study anthropology
. (primitive societfes) at, the_London School: of Economics for thﬂ
~ next two, years. . 't is why I will be in London,. I
. Torward to 1t very much as it will be most :l.n grpst '? to, ‘learn

. somethlag more about marriage, sulcide, J.nqut. o\m
- ete, otey My thesis go very well n& written, I
Jope to be a Doctor of hilo'onhy aho ;-way through -next year,
i 111 not go on as m nd ny lng:lL sh lty ve
t.;lring. 1 thi.nk.nf u orton, ur arm & better,

Ir you ever have t @ uni ,nq ack @ Jim
a ttm uﬁgingx, thougt’f I hasen"t u::it er; tm tell &hgn abggt it
ye 5
X " Look after yoursolf Jo and i:‘: rhgppy.," ol
. Much lovo, R o \

‘Alan, \

I have three long letters from her in 1965 and 1966. Here is the first of two pages
of the last of these, to which the above letter from me is the answer.
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1966 JULY- SEPTEMBER RESEARCH
Alan to Keith Thomas 13 July  Field Head, Westmorland

Dear Mr. Thomas,

I enclose my last preliminary chapter, on ‘3 Essex villages’. I also enclose carbons of
two tables which you are welcome to keep if you are interested; though the statistics are
far from final I think they are accurate enough to show what 1s possible in this direction
- they certainly took enough sweat to obtain! The chapter itsell includes some extra
statistics and discussions not strictly relevant to the thesis which I will cut out later, but
thought you might be interested (e.g. social mobility from the Archdeaconry books).

Incidentally, I cam across several references to collections ‘for Virginia’ in some
Commussary records. Was this literally for virgins, and if so, why? For their marriage or
what? Perhaps you've come across this.

I will be down, having started rewriting, about the 10th of August, but will write again
to see when it would be convenient for us to meet. I hope your work goes well: I am
longing to see your thoughts on the many problems of mutual interest. Thank you for
your comments on the ‘Cunning Men’. Yours sincerely,

Alan to Keith Thomas 21 July  Field Head, Westmorland

Dear Mr. Thomas,

I hope my chapter on ‘3 Villages’ arrived safely and is not proving too stodgy. 1
enclose some receipts from the Essex Record Office for xeroxes, Photostats and
microfilms of records. I wonder if you would be kind enough to write a note to the
Dept. of Education and send it off in the enclosed envelope with the receipts? They
said they would consider payment ‘upon production of receipts and certificate from
your supervisor to the effect that these are essential to your research and that the
information cannot be obtained from any other sources’. Most of the xeroxes were of
particularly difficult cases in the archdeaconry records and the microfilms were of wills,
manorial, parish registers, churchwardens accounts etc. tor my village studies. The
former were made necessary by the fact that I had to keep a room i both Oxford and
Essex during my visits there, the latter mainly because I am working at home. Actually
the total comes to over £20 (which is all I can claim for) and does not mclude a certain
amount of photographic work at the B.M. and P.R.O. I hope all this 1s in order.

I wonder if you will be back in Oxford on the week-end of Saturday-Sunday 13th-
14th August? If you are, could we meet at any time on either day (or, if better, on
Friday 12th?). At present I'm writing a chapter discussing the various possible
interpretations of witchcraft - puritanism, medical etc. If possible, I'll let you have this
well before I see you.

L.S.E. are proving as difticult as possible about my course. Having failed to tell me
about the S.5.R.C grants at all, and then being muddled (Firth) about whether I was
eligible, they have subsequently lost (and re-found after sending me two warning letters)
your testimonial; changed my registration from an M.Sc. in social anthropology to a
Diploma in Anthropology - without consulting me - which includes a considerable
amount of physical anthropology and linguistics I believe; forgot to send me the
application form for an 8.5.R.C grant - they only sent it two days ago and the results are
due out in two weeks; and now theyve refused to let me do 3 hours seminar work a
week for nine weeks i Nottingham, because internal students at London i no
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circumstances must leave the city! So much for the integration of history and
anthropology.

Sorry to end on this peevish note, and to bother you once again. I hope your work
goes well. Yours sincerely,

Keith Thomas to Alan 27 July 1966

Dear Alan,

I have just got back from Cornwall to find your latest chapter, which I have not
vet had time to read. I have however added a note to your batch of invoices and sent
them off. I am a bit reluctant to fix a date in August as I am not quite sure of my
movements at present (I may be in Wales then). I suggest that you give me a ring as
soon as we get to Oxford and if I'm here I'll tix a ime with pleasure. If not then it will
have to be when you are next in Oxtord. I hope this 1sn’t too unsatistactory for you.

What a lot of crosses you are having to bear for L.S.E. I do hope you get fixed up

in the end. What i1s the Nottingham seminar you talk of?
All the best, Keith

Alan to Keith Thomas 9 August  Field Head, Westmorland

Dear Mr. Thomas,

Thank you for your letter and for sending a note to the Dept. of Ed. Re. my
mvoices. As you see I enclose a couple more short, general, chapters which are the first
half of my conclusion. I still have to rewrite the introduction, which was unsatistactory,
and write another concluding section on the English and European background. I hope
to have this done by the end of month. I will just have to overlap into my L.S.E. course
which 1s a nuisance.

There is no hurry about these chapters or the last one I sent you. I will probably be
in Oxford this coming week-end and will ring to see if you are up. Otherwise I look
forward to seeing you early in September. I do hope the book progresses. My
Nottingham seminar is only some fill-in tutoring for one term which Trevor-Roper
asked if I would like to do. No news of an 8.5.R.C grant yet. Yours sincerely,

Alan to Keith Thomas 25 August  Field Head, Westmorland

Dear Mr. Thomas,

I wonder if you could just have a quick look at the enclosed suggested method of
doing the appendix of witchcraft cases? If (& the Notes for Writers of ... D.Phil.
Theses..” does not quite make this clear, p.5) the 100,000 words includes the
appendices I am going to be very short of space. I don’t want to take up more than
7,000 words (i.e. about 10 words per case) in the appendices - which means a very bald
summary. Do you think I have the essential details? Do you think any of the cases -
e.g. any of those from ecclesiastical, borough or Star Chamber deserve quoting at any
greater length? As It is, anyone wanting to pursue the ecclesiastical cases, for mstance,
would have to go off to Essex and master the procedure and palacography of the
Archdeaconry records before he could read them. Still, it looks as if I have no
alternative.

Could you let me know what you think as soon as possible as I want to finish the
appendix before I go to London.  Yours sincerely,
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Card from Alan to Keith on 25 August from Field Head

Dear Mr. Thomas,

Thought you might be mterested to hear that I've just received a letter to say I've got
an S.8.R.C. award for next year. Many thanks for all your support i this (as also for a
most enjovable tea/discussion during my last visit to Oxford). Hope the book thunders
on ...
Yours, Alan Macfarlane (P.S. have received £20 tor photographic expenses: thanks)

Keith wrote on 2 September

I've just had your p.c. & write to say I'm delighted re your 8.5.R.C. grant. You must be
very relieved. Keith.

Alan to Keith Thomas 5 September Field Head, Ambleside

Dear Mr. Thomas,

I enclose an mtroduction and concluding chapter to the thesis - parts of each you
have seen before but I've pruned desperately. If we could discuss these on my next visit
to Oxtord, probably in early Oct. that would be fine. I'm now in the process of re-
writing and cutting down: very exhausting I find 1t.

Thank you for your suggestions re. the appendices. I agree that the cases should
include a very briet summary. The trouble 1s that with about 1,000 cases to list I can’t
really allow mysellf more than 10 words per case - even that’s 1/10th of the thesis space
gone. When one has stated date, place, name, reference, verdict, there is little room
left. Stll, will see what I can do.  Yours sincerely

Letter from Alan to Lady Clay 17 September [PUT ELSEWHEREP?]

Hope the writing of your Elizabeth talk went O.K. It should be peanuts to you - except
that you know too much. I've got to that stage with my thesis. What really exhausts me
Is having to discard so much information that has taken me months to extract, to
summarize it all into a halt-truth which I might have guessed at the beginning. I find it
very difficult to be sure that I'm really doing anything worthwhile. One gets so close to
the subject that it 1s impossible to decide whether one hasn’t just buried oneself in some
pile of silt at the bottom of an unimportant tributary to the historical stream - and other
Trevor-Roper-like metaphors! (I have to eschew any colourtul or high spirited writing in
my thesis - so you'll have to beware muddy rhetoric in my letters) ... When my eyes
blear open from their appendix-gummed state I vaguely notice leaves turning incredible
reds and golds and the autumn beginning to toast the bracken. ... the thesis goes very
well and I should have nearly half of it written 1n final form, and the rest in a fairly
advanced draft by the ume I go to London.

Letter to Julie Simore 18 September
My work goes well, though I find up to 8 hours writing a day very tiring and can’t do
very long spells. Also, one gets to a stage where one 1s writing things for the 6th or 7th

tme and all the excitement has been squeezed out. Consequently, to me at any rate, it
sounds pretty tlat.
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Reflecting backwards on the last stages of the thesis:
Letter to Ian Campbell, November 1966

About myself. I haven'’t quite forsaken my great dreams and ideals of my youth, though
they become narrowed. I've just inished three years doing a doctorate at Oxford on the
history of witchcraft - which I thin I must have told you of. The thesis will need another
couple of months to finish and I will submut it early next year. It has led me mto weird
crevices of the human soul and I have got interested in a host of sociological and
psvchological problems. I have signed a contract to turn the thesis into a book next year
- and 1f this happens it is going to be printed in America, so keep your eyes open in the
bookshops i about 18 months time! I spent last year at home, working in the garden
shed at the bottom of the garden which I fitted up with lights, heating, filing cabinets,
my own invented form of a lateral suspended filing system, microfilm projector, tape
recorder etc. I even got my sister (Anne) to work as my secretary/help for a small salary
and my parents - who have retired from India - to help- part-time analysing mortality
rates etc. in the sixteenth century. It was most exciting and I think, it I have the time to
finish the work, I will have made quite a break-through both in history and sociology.
Anyhow the year was well spent, but now my lite has changed radically...

On 2 January 1967 I wrote to Peter Goodden:

The thesis 1s nearly inished - I am on the final rewriting stage of the last two chapters.
Then I have to check footnotes, make maps, do bibliography etc. I hope to submit it in
the summer term of 1967. Its going quite well and I think it should set a few historians

buzzing. I probably told you that I have signed a contract with Routledge for a book on
witchcralt - it 1s meant to be completed by Dec. 1967 ...

I was furiously writing during this period and also working on the appendices.

The next, and to me particularly significant, chapter was on ‘3 Essex villages’. This
was very long (33 pages) and the closest I got to real anthropology.
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THE SOCIAL BACKGROUND TO WITCHCRAFT PROSECUTIONS IN THREE ESSEX
VILLAGES,1560-1599-

Witcheraft prosecutions, it has been sug_,ested,1 were related to
tensions at the basis of society. In an attempt to study how such
accusations were correlated to other social phenomena, to religious,
economie,kinship, and neighbourhood groups, and to other manifestations
of conflict, crime,illegitimacy,suicide and mental breakdown, a microscopic
analysis of the local records of theee Essex villages has been undertaken.
These are the adjacent villages of Hatfield Peverel,Boreham, and Little
Baddow.2 As will be seen in the maps of the distribution of prosecutions
throughout Essex,3 Hatfield was exceptional in the nunber of prosecutions
which took place there, while Boreham and Little Baddow were normal. The
names, references and dates of the witchcraft prosecutions in these three
villages are set out in the following table. In all, there were 14 persons
presecuted at the Assizes in these three villages, 14 out of a total of

290 prosecuted at thet court for the whole of Essex.4 Thus we are

appendix)

Hatfield Peverel.

Lora dinchester 156€ Assize

Elizabeth Fraunces 1566,1572,1579 Assize,Quarter Sessions
Agnes Waterhouse 1566 Assize,Quarter Sessions

Joan Waterhouse 1566 Assize,Quarter Sessions
Joan Osborne 1567,1579,1587 Assize,Archdeaconry.
Agnes Francys 1572 Assize
Agnes Bromley 1576 Assize
(Elizabeth Lorde mentioned as a witch in 1579 pamphlet )
Agnes Duke 1584,1589 Assize
Joan Cocke 1584 Assize
3 1509
Elizabeth Pillgram 1587 Archdeaconry
Mary Godfrey 1587 Archdeaconry
John Gosse and wife 1587 Archdeaconry
John Heare/Hore/Jenny 1589 Assize
Boreham.
'Mason's wife' 1566 Archdeaconry
Mary Belsted/Middleton 1566,1576,1594 Archdeaconry,Assize
Margaret Poole 1576 Archdeaéonry
Agnes Haven 1394 1593 Assize

Little Baddow.

Alice Bambricke 1570 Assize
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3 Villages (209

could help people focus their resources, cut away extended obligations
to distant relatives and friends, and hence invest their wealth in a more
directly economical way. Instead of ploughing back capital into their social
relationships , they mould devote it to more narrawly economic goals, to
a small group of kin.1

Another strain which may have been related to witchcraft prosecutions
was that caused by the very high rate of migration between Essex villages.
It has long been known that villages were not the stable, unchanging,
units once imagined,2 but the social effects of rapid movement have not

been examined. The dimensions of the problem in these three villages can

Boreham,. from the subsidy assessments
v ;

1524 1544 1566 1572 1598
Total of Zamilies assessed 42 36 30 23 10

Number of famil_lios assessed
in 1524..(eny skl eresea®), ., - 12 10 6 3

there was such movement that only Q- of those assessed at the latter date

were present at the earlier assessment, it vastly undeé;tes the actual
amount for two reasons. Rirstly, it studies the most propertied, least
mobile, elements in the village. Secondly, it only indicates that some
member of the fammly stayed in the village. A study of parish registers and
other sources suggests that it was younger sons and daughters who moved,
leaving one member of the family on the land. A very tentative attempt to
study this #e prewenied undercurrent of mobility has been made on the

basis of the Boreham parish register. Taking the christenings recorded for
the years 1561-5, 71 in all, it was discovered that 17 of those christened
had died within 3 years of birth. Of the remaining 54 onlj 7 are known ie

1

l.Again this hypothesis is at a very tentative stage. One wa; in which it

" form of this transition.

. 2. Among the best studies of this are E.E.Rich,'The Population of Elizabethan

éiL\ England', Econ.Hist.Rev.,2nd ser. ii(l949),pp.247-265; S.A.P3yton, 'The
Village Population in the Tudor Lay Subsidy Rolls',E.H.R.,xxx 1915),pp.234-5C

3. This is based on P.R.0. E.179f108/151 ik
3. Shts 8 baadlh 90108/151, 8.108/241, §.109/291, §.110/422,
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3-¥illages. (26)

Kinship,marriage and witchcraft.

Investigators of the subject have found that in many societies witcheraft
beliefs are related to the kinship structure, that accusations reflect
tensions between certain members of the family.l Though there is a little
Essex evidence that such strains occasionally precipitated prosec::tions,2
a detailed study of kinship and witchcraft in Boreham does not lend any support
to theories that witchcraft prosecutions were related to conlicts in kinship
organization.l In Hatfield Peverel there was certainly some blood relationship
between the witches themselves. Elizabeth Fraunces was gi;en ber familiar, she
confessed, by her grandmother.3 Agnes Waterhouse was the mother of Joan
Waterhouse and sister to Mother Usborne, another notorious witch.4 It seems
likely that Agnes Framnces was related to Elizabeth Fraunces. Yet there is
no suggestion, either in the confessions of the witches themselves, or in
local records, that they were related by blood to their victims.5 Whenever
their victims were talked about it was as a 'neighbou;' rather than a
kinsman. This impression is confirmed by a study of kinship in Boreham. The
total results are too complex to set out here,but, so far, it has been
impossible to trace even the most distant kinship ties between witches and

victims. The following digrams give a few examples of this negative evidence.

(el : Kinship and Witcherait in Boreham,1560-1599; selected families.‘
’ a  White
T 2506 [570)
- d.ises

T T T .

Abel  Fad A Sy v
T Cises s % AR T o Mo ke

3.1579 P. sig.a’

5 T 1
ThEdissled = o Franeas i i
6 BokeWih, r&!P0: LAatIHL. oo oo Tion tob their husband.

I mentioned that I was sending a few more short, general chapters which were the
first half of my conclusion. This was 17 pages and was annotated by Keith. This 1s again
an important chapter, and summarizes many of my findings.
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POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS OF dIPCHCRAFT PROSECUTIONS.
7 s

Witchcraft and medicine.

It has been sugzested that witchcraft prosecutions reflected the
incidence of illness,l{gﬁ—bas—been—asguad)that the sixteenth and seventeenth
centpries were times of plague, high child-moriality and, as yet, undiagn-
-osed disease,and that whenever an ailment could not be explained by
medical theory it was attributed to witches, both by physicians and thekr
clients. Obviously this does not explain why there shouwdd—haue peen was
a growth of witchcraft prosecutions in the second half of the sixteenth
century, since it is difficult to show that plague or disease were not
endemic in the middle azes. But it could be argued that improving medical
knowledge, as well as a decline in certain forms of sickneéé; espéciall&
bubonic plague, at the end of the seventeenth century, does explain the
decline of prosequtions.z,The examination of Essex evidence does not
suppori any.such'theory. Ratﬁer, it destroys any correlation between
plagie, medical improvements and witchcraft beliefs and prosecutions.

An analysis of the types of illness attributed to witches in
Essex showed that they were usually of a lingering variety and that they
were not normally accompanied by any particularly strange symptoms.3
Witchcraft was not an automatic explanation of any unusual illness,
mental breakdown or: womb-diseases leading ‘to paroiZsms for instance. Much
illness and many deaths were @xplained without reférence to witches.4
A majority of the cases of death or illness supposedly caused by witches
were of adults: high child-mortality was not, in itself, a cause of

5

prosecution.” Nor do medical factors explain change over time. Many

villages had prosecutions before 1600, and none after that date.6 It would
be impossible to show any radical change in health conditions in villages
before 1660. Nor does the incidence of illness begin to explain why seme

approximately three out ofﬁfour Essex villages witnessed no# prosecutions,

nor why Essex seems to have been particularly witch-conscious.

1. Bor instance by Kittredge, Witchcraft,p.5 and Parrinder,Kithhcraft,pp.99-

100: Contemporaries also argued that witchcraft beliefs were relatea to
medical ignorance, cf. Bernard,Guide,p.168 and Ady,Candle, pp.103-4.

2+ It is equally arguable that there was no appreciable improvement or

growth qf knowledg? ip medical matters at the villagie level until the lates

mp

aboves Por some o sy ¢ HePe : HE A%
4. This is discussed with refer ace to three villaées on p
5. For the age of victims of witcheraft see p. above
6. See map DA ] .

. above.
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Explanations (5)

Witchergft and economic change.

A number of hypotheses connecting witchcraft prosecutions and
economic change can be tested by the Essex evidence. 1t might be suggested
that preosecutions were connected with the growth and distribution of populat-
-ion: for instance that witchcraft would tend to be most feared in either
the most densely or most sparsely populated parts of the country, depending
on whether it is interpreted as a result of economic pressures or as a
backward superstition. A compaazson of a map of the distribution of
prosecutions and tentatives'?il;ures based on the Essex Ship Money Assessment
of 1638 supports neither of these sug:estions .llt appears that prosecuiions
were most intense in the mediumly populated central-northern belt and that
the most heavily populated Colchester and south-west areas were not notable
for density of accusations; nor was the marshland of the south-west. The
larger towns,like Maldon,Yolcheter and Harwich, had their share of prosecut-
-ions, but there seems to have been no particular concentration varying with
the size of the twbn or village.2 The outskirts of London appear to have
been normal in the number of witchcraft indictments. As for the growth of
population as a pressure indirectly leading to the tensions erupting in
in witchcraft charges, investigation of the situation in three Villages
showed some of the ways in which this may have happened. Until more detailed
county studies,both of witchcraft and of population growth, have been made,
generalizations are impossible. Clearly, population cannot explain yearly
fluctuations or explain why certain villages did not have prosecutions. But
it might be argued that population growth was steepest in the sixteenth
century, levelled off a little in the first half of the seventeenth century,
and ceased after 1660.° This would mirror witchcraft prosecutions. It
would also fit into two other phenomena. The first is the apparent correlatior
between enclosure and prosecutions, the second y the lack of an obvious
connectidn between prosecutions and the cloth industry.

Most of Essex had been enclosed before 1560, but there was one
large and two small areas which remained unenclosed until the late eighteenth
century.4 The large area was the north-west corner, nearly one fifth of

the county, the small ones were round Colchester and along the south-west

n Ph.D.

thié peéiod in.Es;ex; ;ﬁi; g;;e;;i oﬁtiige is'¥£.. Webipirg
‘ 7 at supposed for the w
of England, cf. Population in History ed. D.V.Glass and D.E.C.Eversle

/(
(1965), pp.147-8.

4. For a map of unenclosed areas in 1600 cf. Hull, 'Agricultum and.Socia

?ap.Z; for a general discussion and maps of enclosure ef. .
Enclosures;Essex Agriculture 1500-1900",Essex Naturalist yxxvi (1937-40)

WelPpad-19 . #a
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Explanations (8)

‘were related to the distance of the county from London.1 But any easy assumption
that swift economic change, in itself, was enough to cause witchcraft tensions
is soon dispelled when we remember that the relatively backward Scotland was
notorious for its prosecutions, while Holland was almost entirely free of

such beliefs.2

Witchcraft,Kinship and marriage.

There is little evidence from either pamphlets, indictments or the
detailed village study, ahat witchcraft prosecutions were in any way related to
kinship tensions.3 The only relationship by blood which, it might be argued,4
became related to witchcraft was the parent-child one. As Gifford pointed
out,5 children quite frequently gave evidence against their parents. For
instance, the son of a witch gave evidence against his mother in 1579 in
Essex,6 and two bastard boys gave 'great evidence' against their mother and
grandmother in 1589.7 But it would be absurd to see child-parent hostility
as a major factor in causing witchcraft prosecutions. Not only were a majority
of the cases tried without child witnesses, but it seems apparent that such
witnesses were only brought in to give added proof. They did not start
susptcions, but were probably persuaded to give testimony.'Many go so farre,
that if they can intice children to accuse their parents, they thinke it a
good worke'.8 Often children must have supported their parents, as in 1564.9
Possibly an added pressure on children was the knowledge that if they
refused to support charges against their parents they, in turn, might be
accuseé of being witches. It is clear that there was a strong popular bLelief
that witchcraft was hereditary. 'Suspected Ancestors' was a general evidence
of Being a witch.lo Witches, said the Essex witch-hunter Stearne, 'leave'

" witchcraft 'to Children, servants, or to some others...'; people born of
'bad and wicked parents' were likely to be witches.ll Witches tried to make
their children witches, though not always successfu]ly.12 If we turn to the a
l.See p. above. 2. See p. above.

3. The surnames of victims in indictments were never the same as those of
witches: an analysis of the type of tension leading to quarrels as specified
in the pamphlets showed little kinship emphasis (see p. above); for
negative evidence from the village study see p. above.

4. For instance Briggs,fale Hecate, pp.23,39-40 sugresis that the children

éelnvt Cases,p-46. lf-Qtearne,Confirmation,pp.12,29,33.
de,pp.211-2; Perkins,Damned Art,pp.202-3.
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B Explanations (10)

widowhood. There were many married witches, as we have seen, and there were

: 1 : ;
also many widows who were not suspected to be witches.” It is possible
that a married or widowed woman was more powerful in village society than

a single one. She could make demands and hope to exert authority by virtue
of the status given to her by her marriage. A single woman would be less
likely to be thought a witch because she could be more easily ignored;

she was not a mature member of the village community. Widows,it seems,

were in a particularly anomalous position. ‘hey had power and possibly some
wealth,from their marriage, but, as they grew older, were increasingly
dependent on the help of their neighbours. The change in the role of women
from being the leaders and controlers of village society to becoming the
'old folk', whether they were married or widowed, may have been a significant
tensions in village society. They may have begrudged their loss of power,
while the next generation resented the demands made on them.2

Witchcraft and religious disturbance.

Not only was Essex one of the most economically advanced countiés,
but it was also renowned for its radical religious position. It may,
therefore, be wondered how far a study of Essex witckcraft prosecutions
reflected religious tensions.3 The narrower thesis is that Puritans, in
their loathing of the Devil and btitter attack on Roman Catholics midmad |
identified witches with their enemies and used them as a scapegoat. More
bojradly, it might be argued that both Puritanism and witchcraft were
differing reactions to, and causes of, anxiefies and tensions arising out
of braader change. In the second theory no necessary connections between
particular witchcraft cases would be expected. The interrelationship
between the attack on Catholic rituals, the new attitude towards sin and
evil, and the new cosmology, and witchcraft beliefs, though crucial,
would be indirect and complex. While Essex evidence tends to destroy any
correlation of prosecutions and Puritans, it sug:ests, if no more than
vaguely at this stage, that witegcraft and religious changes were linked °
at a deeper level.

l.For evidence of this see p. above.
2.For a further analysis see p. below. /
3. For the strongest argument connecting the two see Trevor;tavies,?our

Centuries; for arguments against the connection see Kittred sWitchcraft,
ch.xviii and the articles by Teal and Ross cited in the bibliography.
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Explanations (12)

religious extremists. For example, none of the members of the Dedham classis

are known to have been involved in witchcraft cases. In Essex, at least,

neither Puritanism nor organized religion can be made to explain prosecutions.1
Essex evidence does, however, suggest, that witchcraft beliefs

were related to wider religious changes. This will be argued at length when

an attempt is made to discover what purposed witchcraft teliefs served and

how they were related to the problems of guilt, pain and causation.2

The personality and physical characteeistics of supposed witches.

Another interpretation of witch<raft is that it was one method by
which society could punish deviants: that witches were anti-gocial in some
respect, for example by Leing cantankerous, or sexual offendjrs, and that o
uitchcraf@fgxgi;e method of disciplining them. A related ar%ument is that
witches were ugly and dirty.and generally revolted people. The literary
stereotype of the witch see;; to support both these suggestions. Gaule
gives a typical descriptions

'every old woman with a wrinkled face, a furr'd brow, a hairy lip, a

gobbee tooth, a squint eye, a squeaking voyce, or a scolding tongue,

having a rugged coate on her back, a skull-cap on her head, a spindle
in her hand, and a Dog or Cat by her side; is not only suspected, but
pronounced for a witch.'3

Although negative evidence is not conclusiive in this instance, for it is
difficult to see why people would bring up a suspect's usliness in court,
there is, nevertheless, no suggestion in the Essex records that people
s8lected as likely witches those either suffering from physical disabblities
or particularly ugly.4 As suggested above, the determining factors were
actions and personality, rather than looks.5 This was equally true of the
witch's mark, a physical protuberance searched for by panels of women. A
woman was not first suspected because she had this marks it was usually
in some secret place. It was merely searched for to confirm that she was
a witch.

Several writers outlined the personality types most likely to be
9

¢
lustful and leading a 'lewd and naughty kind of life',lo melanchol}{ll were

accused of witchcraft. Those who weres boa.stful,7 illiterate,8 miserable,

l.For a discussion of the connection in England and Europe generally see p.
R o a Senne - o
L. DJ 3

v

.Cf. p. above where This point is discussed and evidence given to shaw
that a person looked like a witch when $hey acted like a witch.

6. For examples ofvthe searching of Essex witches after they were suspected
cf. 1582 P. siz.E5 or Appdx y the case of Deborah Nayler.
1.Bernard,Guid, p.220 ; GauleyCases, p.64. 8.Caule,Cases,p.51.
9.Glanvil,3‘duc§s Philosophic aonsiderations,p.30; Bernard,Guide,p.103
10. Stearne,Confirmation,p.29; Gaule,Cases,p.80. p

4% ?cot,?iscbverg,p.29; Gaule,Cases,p,51; Glamvil,Philosophic Considerations.
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Explanations (14)

deviant behaviour.l People were not already of evil beputation when they
began to be suspected of witchcraft.2When people suspected witchcraft they
examined their relationship to others: they did not automatically select
the most notorious prostitutes or criminals in the neighbourhood.3

Witchcraft, sex and age.

Several contemporary authorities noted that 'black' witches were

mostly women;4 Essex cases confirm this imprssion and show that under 1/12

5

by the comparative weakness and viciousness of the female sex. Perkins

of the accused were men.” Beveral contemporary authors explained this fact

observed that 'the woman beeing the weaker sexe is sooner enfangled by the
1

devills illusions with this damnable art, then the ma.n..6 Stearne's theory

was as follows. Eithe - it was because of Satan's success with Eve, or

because of ' their more credulous nature, and mo®re apt to be misled, for
e that they be commonly impatient, and being displeased more

malicious, and so more apt to revenge according to their power,
and thereby more fit instruments for the Devill; or that, because
they be more ready to be teachers of Witcheraft to others...or
that, because, where they can command they are more fierce in
their rule, and revengeful in setting such on worke whom they
can commandees.' 7

This is an almost exact paraphrase of the five reasons given by Bernard

in his earlier treatise.8 Reginald Scot quoted a continental author to the
effect that women were more likely to be witches partly because of their
violent temparament,'they have such an unbrideled force of furie and
concupiscence naturallie, that by no means it is possible for them to temper
or moderate the same', partly Lecause menstruation makes them evil,

The Essex evidence can first be used to contradict certain general
theories. There is very little evidence that witchoraft prosecutions arose
out of male sexual frustration. Both indictmentslo and pamphlets show that
the victims and accusers of witches were as often women as men. We have
seen that it was not the clergy, celibate or otherwise, who led prosecutions,
and it will be shown that wiiches were old, and probably far from physically
attractive.’. There is very little sexual content in either the Bffences
l.For instance, incest, even between close relatives does not seem to have led
to witcheraft suspicion. Although one case is noted above and Scot,Discovery,

p.58 suggested a connectiong, 8f the 25 cases of incest noted in the Essex
archdeaconry records 1570-1670 (10 of whi o_betue § atives,

fathes 1, ‘to have

=¥y blog

\ srdian s ts wh f“oecame witches.
3. For the manner in which suspicion focused see PP. above.
4. E.g. Glanvil,Sadducismus,p.30; Gaule,Cases,p.52; Stearne,Confirmation,p.10.

5 CLs: P above: only 23 male witches were tried at the Assizes ont .
of a total of 270 persouns: for the predominance of men as 'white' witches
see p. above. 6. Perkins,Damned Art,p.168
T.Stearne,Confirmation,p.11. 8. Bernard,Guide,pp.92-3.

9. Scot,Discovery,p.236 10. For instance table P above,

where it is shown that those killed or made ill by witchcraft were more
often women than men. f
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There was a second, formal, conclusion, which I may also have written in draft at
this time, or may be later, but 1s worth putting in here. It 1s fifteen pages long.

CONCLUSION: ~-WITCHCRAFT IN 4 WIDER CONTEXT.

A study of Essex has shown that witcheraft prosecutions were far
from peripheral to the life of villagers. Perkins wrote(because}
'witcheraft is a rife and common-sinne in these our daies, and very

:A/

many are intangled in it.. ) akd Gaule attacked the multitude who
'conclude peremptorily...that witches not only are, but are in every
place, and Parish with t?em..,.'2 These general impressions ware
echoed for Essex bﬁtggégs r;mark in Gifford's Dialogue that 'there

is scarce any town or village in all this shire, but there is one

or two witches at the least in it.,' Some cases are listed in

the appendices to this thesis and detalled study suggests that this
was less than one third of the actual suspected acts of witchecraft.
From all reéords we keaw that witches were accused in A of the

400 Essex vxllaves during the period, A+ the poak period of accusatiom
some 13% iof -a1l the cases accurting at the Assize court concerned this
offence, A detalled study of all offences committed in three villages
showed witchcraft to have been one of the most common charges.(ﬁehind
the formal acousatlonék‘fhe occasional glimpses afforded by the
pamphlets suggzest a background—of_ complicated and widely gnld [set of]
beliefs and activities related to witc? é;;?fz Cunning folk and magical
counter-action against witches absorbed much of the interest and

time of villagers., Itsmay well be asked whether Essex was exceptional
in all this, or wgﬂ-ige_uﬁélg of Bngland living in a world of witcher-
-aft and magic’which has only escaped the notice of the historian
because of his lack of interest in tie subject? If Yorkshire in .

the later nineteenth century was saturated in witcheraft beliefs so

that it was Ldifficult to exaggzerate the dimensions of that element

of folklore' , how far was this true in the earlier period?

Conclusion: Notes.(l)

1, Perkins,Damned Art,p.l. _
2. Gaule,Select Cases,p.%
GlfforAC 4 ,D1lalogue,sig. f
¥ Atkinson,Moorl Parish,pp.73-l+.
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(13)
attitudes to one's neighbours, towards the ideals of charity and
'neighbourliness’',

While the Reformation left people stripped of their
traditional counter-actions against feelings of guilt, fear and
frustration, these feelings grew under the pressure of growing change,
They occurred first in areas earliest undergoing such change,
particularly the south-east of England, although witchcraft was not
a necessary reaction to such a situation. The reign of Elizabeth,
in many ways the transitional era before new values and patterns
were devised, saw the height of the prosecutions. They declined in
the seventeenth eentury because these factors became less powerful.
Economic and social change became less dramatic, for instance
population growth and social mdbility decreased, and a new system of

:f valuesy whose most vocal protagonists were named ﬁuritané;(more
adapted to the needs of the new society})emérged and were accepted,
These new values and attitudes were not merely intellectual, but
formed a layer of unexamined assumptions, just like those challenged
by the heformation, They explained and_Justified new positions and
new worries, gave people new methods of dealing with their relation-
-ships and their activities, methods of taking decisions, criteria
for judgement and patterns to which to conform, Those who first
attained the new stability were the country gentry, educated at the
expanding universities and most receptive to the new ideas. It was
they who formed the grand juries which, in Essex, began throwing
out witcleraft presentment bills in 1647, In the Elizabethan period

! there seems to have been no fundamental division between educated
and uneducated villagers. ‘he clergy and judges and jury accepted

Finally, I mentioned writing a draft of parts of the introduction - which, of course, 1s
one of the most important parts of a thesis, and can only be written at the end. This was
about 13 pages, and again annotated by Keith.
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cwnpel L ppvroduction: definitions,sources, and problems.
i, Definitions,

It is notoriously difficult to make definitions of the terms
'witcheraft', 'sorcery', and'magic'. Yet, since different uses of these
words have caused many of the disagreements between historians of these

10
subjects, it is essential that their meaning should be made clear.
This is especially important when the historian is forced to make
analﬁgical distinqtions which were hot made by members of the society
in which such beliefs occurred, If it is generally true that,
‘No social phenomenon can be adequately studied merely in the
language and categories of thought in which the people among
= whom it is foundg represent it to themselves', 2
this is especially the case when analysing witchcraft beliefs in
sixteenth and seventeenth century England, Not only did different
authorities define terms in incompatible ways, but definitions also
varied over time, 'Witchcraft' meant something different in 1700 and
™ meand ‘\&i‘efﬂd %.\.r + ordirony vﬂ\m)bw awd v l«’bam,
in 1560. Terms—were—also-used with-a—different—cormotation by ordinary
omdruvhies
villagers—from—the meaning-aseribed-to—them by literary autherities ,
whozbased their definitions on continental works of demonology. We shall,
therefore, first discuss the definitions employed by modern students
of witcheraft; then investigate how far contemporary Englishmen, that
is to say those living in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
employed such distinctions in their discussions of the subject; finalL%
the meaning ascribed to various terms,for the purposes of this thesis,
will be stated,
The classic distinction between witchcraft and sorcery was first
outlined by Professor Evans-Pritchard in the following words,
‘Azande believe that some people are witches and can injure them _
in virtue of an inherent quality. A witch performs no rite, utterw
no spell, and possesses no medicines., An act of witchcraft is a

¢ psychic act. They believe also that sorcerers may do them ill by
performing magic rites with bad medicines.' 3

1 s
%f"K.I.Briggs,Pale Hecate's Team(1962),p.3, discusses various definitions
| and suggests the effects of defining terms differently. Among other
®ecent discussions are those of C.L.Ewen (Ewen I,pp.21-24) and
G.parrinder,Witchcraft (Pelican edn.,1958),pp,81-13.
{ 2. G.Lienhardt,Social Anthropology (2nd edn,, Oxford,1966),p.123.
3. E.E.Evans-Pritchar ,Witcheraft,Oracles and Magic among the Azande
(oxford,1937),p.21.

And some pages later, an account of the previous historiography of the subject.
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Until the publication of Wallace Notestein's History of L")

Witcheraft in England from 1558 to 1718 in 1911, studies of Bnglish

witcheraft had been based almost exclusively on two sources;
Q;dhfﬁ§$6}§3v311terarylaccounts’and descriptions of witcheraft trials
in é;g;;:gfggiphlets. Notestein not only provided a far more detailed
description# of the literary c:Ei:oversy and of the famous trials,

but also made an attempt to usgl}egal records. Since he was covering ,
the whole of bngland for over 150 years, he was only able to look ‘
at cases already in print,ani;ﬁxough these included witchcraft
prosecutions from a number of central and local courts;2 he admittm’
that 'no history of the subject has the right to be called final!
until®*someons had been round snglish counties and searched 'the

masses of gaol delivery records and municipal archives'. His
prediction that 'it seems improbable that such a search would 1

uncov:r so many unlisted trials as seriously to modify the narrativeéf

was shown to bs incorrect in 1929 when C.L.Ewen publ&shed fov=-30 73

cowv V

ASng(indictmenSS for witcheraft, oeeurrins—at—tie—fAssizes, Of the 748

indictments he listed, only a few had been discovered by Notestein;
Notestein, fpom all sources ank for the whole of England had only
compiled a list of approximately 400 references. In Bssex, for
example, this meant that)instead of the fifteen trials listed'h7
Notestein, in which there are references to about 40 individuals,
Ewen provided some 473 indictments, referring to 299 persons and
ineluding crucial details such as the exact nature of the offence,
anéfblace of residence of witch and victim, These facts were
unobtainable from many of Hotestein's references, In his second

work on the subject, Ewen supplementd Notestein's list by adding

// p.l Notes: Introduction.

1. The principal secondary authorities on witchéraft>to 1911 are
cited in the bibliography: the most important works are those by
gutchinson Wright and Lecky.

Ao
. Notestein,witcncragt:p.x. D *ﬁ;ﬁES-
« C.L.Ewen,Witch Hunting and Withh Trialsg(l929) /‘ﬁ;g:mfr‘bﬂmnt
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1966 JULY — SEPTEMBER OTHER RESEARCHERS

Brian Harrison

Fleld Head
5/1/66 e ingy

Nr.Ambleside,
Westmorland.

Lear Brian,

Just a note to say how much I
bave enjoyed reading your contribution to
‘tie P & P conlererce.All the problems you are
studying for the C19 I am tackling for the
Cl6 - which makes for interestin; comparisons
Also congratulations on your letter tc the
P.L.3 about photographic facilities at the
BeM. Hope it has come effect and that they
“don't outkaw you.
Three vague points.

a) Have you pursueld the ides thut drink/:lche
-3 is related to the amount of auxietly in a

society (I'm sure you'll know of this, 1
---..!!Il-..nﬂg it in Clycde Kluckhohu's Mirror
¢ “for Man,p.132 (Premicr reprint,l1357): at one

Jbime I tiou ht-d Liht be adle to use this
for the Cl6 - but 2 2eeailed study of three
villeges (1560-1599, populations of roughly
300,400,500) has only revealed 4 cases of
drunkennees in the church courts,
b) He. animals -~ have you studied the reverse
~of cruelty - buggery 7 I've got a lot of case
.for C1C-C17, but haven't gone into the social
~attitude towards it yoet. I gather that the
prisons at the bdeginning of tiis century wer:
f4ll of offendors cn this point. '
¢) How does crueliy to animals vary over
N\ urope generally, between industrialized/
*axricewltuirsl couniriea, countries of differen
. g iefs etc. Vast question. I just
felt o the end of tic paper that I wasu't
quite ‘sure what your answe: to tre most

-

-\ —_—_—— .

1oV

e
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basic question of all was - i.e. what are
the nocessary and sufficient social conditio:
for a change in attitude towards cruelty to
occur. In relation to this T was interested
in jour sug-estions about the growing
anthropomorphization (?) of animals - reflec
of course, delightfully, in late Victorien
children's stories. This aspect, connected
with the idea that God created the animals
a3 well 23 bumans and the Puritan influence
eapacially interests me. ‘he very human
relationship of people towsrds their farm
animale in the Cl6 (witness nicknames etec) !
appears a lot in witchcraft history. I
can't decide whether it is the amlienation
from aninals in towns which orings cruelty;
or allows a final impractical, and sentimmne
attitiude to everze. Perhaps one should
diatinguish very clearly between crueliy
through neceassity ~ for which you obviousl
have sympathy -~ and saddsm. Torturing
animzls as angffff gf outlet takes one o
to insanity etcs driviang animals very ham
takes one more iato eccunomic affairs.

Sorry I didn't mean to ramble. Jus
to say how zlad I am %that youre rolling
into action. I'm holding back a bit longe
though I have a projected book in the
background. will be off to do social
aathropology ia Uctober, at L.S.E.

I bope Hurstfield's daugliter retur
your file. If not I'1) drop her a line.
She's geing to be in vxford next term
doing a B.Phil. on the sociology of
education.

When is your book coming out 7

Best wishes,
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NUFFIELD COLLEGE
Telephone: 48014 OXFORD

8 July 66
Dear Alan:,. .
Many thanks for your kind and
interesting note.I have come across the
"anxiety thesis", but I don't really think
it's terribly nelpful:One of those sociol-
ogical genemlisations not susceptible to
empirical testingl puggery: what a naughty
thought. I certainly hadn't thought of
investigating it (hardly "the reverse of
cruelty"?), and shall have a look at the
Judicial Statistics in case they oblige.
Many thanks. 1 agree that the question
of "sufficient social conditions for s
change in attitudes towards cruelty" is

Most interesting, though I wasn't trying

to deal with this question in my paper. Per-
daps in my revised version I shall, though I
really don't know what the answer is. The
anti-enimal cruelty movement in the 19th C

is decidedly town-based (in fact, London-based)
and seems to be partly a response to the Smi-
thfield Market's congestion of the London str-
eets, with the consequent cruelty among drov-
ers. But we must obviously talk about this
when you arcnext in Oxford.

Yes, La Hurstfield returned the
files with thanks. You arz quite right not
to roll into sction in too much of a8 hurry.
S0 long as you caen get people to finance you,
keep researching for as long as you cen.It'll
pay off in the end,ensure tnat you svoid
making a fool of yourself, and be enjoyable
into the bargain. But I moralise.....!

L'( mnnr  Lan”
—
Fv\éaxL__

The correspondence continued and there are a number of letters in the following ten
years.
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Lady Clay:
Alan to Lady Clay 26th July 1966 Field Head

Dear Lady Clay,

Funny how we always seem to decide to write to each other on the same day -
perhaps psychic? Even as I type this perhaps you're writing - Anyhow, thank you very
much for your long letter: hope you got my little p.c. in return. I'm off to Ireland for ten
days from this evening so I'm replying now. This won't be very high-power stutt I'm
afraid as most of my energy is being devoted to witches as the moment. Like all theses
mune Is at least a month behind schedule, but not to worry.

Yes, Ian’s result sounds like a medium 2nd. I imagine it will be coming out soon.
Sorry, for his sake at least, to hear of the death of K.B. Macfarlane - though he was a
strange and frightening man. Have you seen any obituaries? What did he die of? 1
wonder who will take his place.

Sorry to hear that people have been criticising C. Hill. I think its probably a measure
of his courage (and, probably, narrow-mindedness) that people should find he doesn’t
drop all his egalitarian, anti-hierarchical principles once he 1s accepted into the
Establishment. Only a very blind person could say that a book like Puritanism and
Society (which I'm just reading) could have been picked up from his pupils. Though I
think his sociology 1s home-spun and his sources are too limited to impressionistic
pamphlet literature and secondary sources, I'm still convinced that he’s the most
stimulating historian on English C17 England since Tawney - though his influence, in
the long-run, will be less than Hoskins’. His knowledge 1s quite mcredible, especially
when, as he claims, he employs no highly complex filing-system etc. I was mterested to
hear of your meetings with Mrs. Habakkuk: she is a dear. I would be interested to hear
of his working methods. I expect you ve read the massive ‘Papers presented to the Past
and Present Conference’, stimulating but not shattering. Collinson’s paper, for mstance,
used some very good sources, but did not attempt to answer any of the really exciting
questions. He just misses, in my humble opinion, being very good mdeed, both in his
thesis and his other works. He talks about ‘the sociology of religion’, but his writing
shows less evidence of sociological interest than Tawney’s despite the enormous
amount that has been written on the subject since Religion and the Rise - Stll, perhaps
I'm a bit prejudiced since he’s stepped into my own particular plot, Essex
Archdeaconry records.

Hope Ian is satistied it he does get a straight second: I've forgotten what he is going
to do.

I wonder why you get melancholy in August - the weather, the deadness of Oxtord
or what? I'm puzzling about melancholy generally at the moment - especially in the
C16. Am trying to work out how much mental break-down, tension, anxiety, pain there
was in the Elizabethan period & how people reacted to it. It’s difficult to get statistics on
this kind of subject. You probably know of various essays on social history, including
one by Hoskins and interesting ones on prisons and medicine i Shakespeare Survey,
no. 17 ed. Allardyce Nicoll (called ‘Shakespeare in His Own Age’, Camb. U.P. 1964).
This has a little on illness etc. but not beyond what one knew already - that very little
was known about most diseases; that there were masses ol quacks; that medicine was
very closely connected with astrology etc. I don’t know where one would start looking
for evidence for such subjects in the middle ages. Oh well, I've got enough problems to
fill a life-time.
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Mush rush oft and put a tooth-brush and comb in a bag for Ireland. Hope to see
yvou In early August.
Yours, Alan Macfarlane

Letter from Rosalind Clay, 121A Woodstock Road, August 18th

Dear Alan,

I hope you were not anxious about your home & family during these amazing floods
in the North.

It 1s a great happiness to think of the offer from Routledge & Kegan Paul. [to publish
‘Witchcraft’| I hope that the work at Nottingham won'’t be a drag on you.

I am sending you some papers (keep them as long as you like) - probably too
childish & anyhow wildly out of date - about 40 years old - & some questions. I think
questions are a very great help in getting up a subject: many of these are Cambridge
ones (as they demand those vast outline periods) others come from the History
Previous exam. Which I taught (even at Magdalen) up to 1928. If you need more
recent ones are available in the Camera & I expect the stairs would not be isuperable
to me - I could send you more, or ones selected on particular topics. These are a bit
muscellaneous but, even so, don’t really do justice to the extraordinary collection from
which I selected these from - questions ranged from Clovis to the younger Pitt. You
said you need do only 4 questions & these would strike me as being the most fun to do
- Lewis the Bakenu & Marsilio [??}

Hussites

Councils

Venice (I have not re-read any of the papers I am sending except to see that the pages
were In the right order but the one on Venice looks the least childish.) I had one on the
Condothieri - better than the others because partly drawn from my brother - but it
seems to be missing - perhaps I did it out of my head. You may find these papers no
use at all - on the other hand there might be a day when you had a migraine or your
motor-bike broke down & you had to skimp your reading & could use some of my
stufl, if only to say ‘it has been said - but I don’t agree.’

Margaret Toynbee took this period at Oxford, but I suppose about 40 years ago -
taught by Armstrong - I have no up to date book list. - I suppose the Cambridge Med.
Hist (tho’ old) will be a help. Previté Orton goes on over that period. I used Rashdall’s
Universities a lot (but have had the best vols. Stolen - anyhow re-edited), HF Brown’s
Venice (delightful book which I can lend you) & I suppose Lavisse Historie de France -
I possess Dante’s de Monarchia ( for HenVII & see I gave 1t to my husband m 1914 -
that makes me feel contemporary with the apiones [P?], but as a matter of fact I was not
married then - I see my papers seem to have avoided the Italian Renaissance which still
rather scares me olfl.

Don’t spare time to look at these if you have plenty of material already with you. 1
have not touched them for about 40 years as the Colleges began to take Law prelim
instead of Hist. Previous, but fortunately mice had not nested in them - the state they
are in suggests that I found them useful. I include MS on later Franciscans as
groundwork for the 14C rumpus about Evangelical Poverty.

It was a pleasure to see you - but don’t feel that I should be hurt if you couldn’t
manage to call here - You must have much to do when you come to Oxtord. My
Cairns sister tried to do so much that she collapsed & had to spend a day in bed here.

Strangely enough Mr Higham (once public orator) rang up & asked whether 1
should like to go to Inglesham - I have been there twice in about 3 months, but was
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attracted by the thought of the country & as a matter of fact he spent so much time in an
Antiques Shop in Farringdon that we never got there - did great Coxwell Barn (again)
& actually drew up accidentally in one of the places claimed tor the Battle of Mons
Badonicus - Bradbury Hill, just outside Farringdon. I had been looking for this place &
wish I had located it earlier as we passed it on that tour Mr Graham took us.

Mr Campbell has just sent the marks, which are highly peculiar but only one (Mr
Cooke) did worse on English II than on I & III - 1 just don’t want to feel I don’t help
them. Mr Campbell was pleased that 8 out ot 10 got some sort of & somewhere.

I am squirming with backache from swimming this morning & shall have to lie on the
floor - but it was worth i1t. The pool is on Boars Hill - quite undescribably lovely with
great tranquil white water lilies motionless upon it & some charming little girls with
almost no clothes on fishing with longhandled shrimping nets - all drenched 1n such in
spite of lying in a wood -

I still haven’t written on Elizabeth - it keeps getting pushed to one side by other jobs.
I must get 1t out of the way, only Nov 22 is so far off that I might waste my eftorts by
dying before I have to do it.

Ron Fryer used to have some absurd nickname Beaver or Badger - I remember a
telegram announcing his coming when we were v. crowded & Charles had failed to tell
me he had mvited him - Signed Badger or some such - no one knew whom to expect
as C. was still away. He stayed with us in Museum Rd but I don’t know how we
squeezed him in, Rosalind Clay

Alan to Lady Clay 17 September 1966 from Field Head

Dear Lady Clay,

The letter I promised i my card - though it will be rather short I am atraid. My
thesis 1s at its most fraying stage and after a day of appendices I don’t teel like writing at
all. Sull, it cheers me so much to hear from you that I want to precipitate another letter
by writing to you. It was nice to hear all your news - re. Sybil, Isley, the cyclamen, Ian,
etc. (just to prove that I've read it attentively - through the handwriting!). Hope the
writing of your Elizabeth talk went O.K. It should be peanuts to you - except that you
know too much. I've got to that stage with my thesis. What really exhausts me is having
to discard so much information that has taken me months to extract, to summarize it all
into a half~truth which I might have guessed at the beginning. I find it very difficult to be
sure that I'm really doing anything worthwhile. One gets so close to the subject that it 1s
impossible to decide whether one hasn’t just buried oneself in some pile of silt at the
bottom of an unimportant tributary to the historical stream - and other Trevor-Roper-
like metaphors! (I have to eschew any colourful or high spirited writing in my thesis - so
you'll have to beware muddy rhetoric in my letters) Anyhow, the main point is to say
that I hope that September has restored your good humour, and that with the trees
turning to the melancholy slaughter of autumn you feel revived. When my eves blear
open from their appendix-gummed state I vaguely notice leaves turning incredible reds
and golds and the autumn beginning to toast the bracken. But even being in love isn’t
enough to raise me from my witches for more than a snift of the Twentieth Century.
Still, the thesis goes very well and I should have nearly half of it written in final form,
and the rest in a fairly advanced draft by the time I go to London.

I think you know my plans. I have got a Social Science Research Council grant for
the next two years (they made a mistake at fist and told me i1t was only tor one) - £500
p-a. Not much to Iive in London and keep a wife on - but I can hardly grumble having
resigned myself to working as a litt-boy to keep mysell. I really am excited at the
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prospect of learning something about social anthropology and sociology. I'm sure 1t will
be a great help to my seventeenth-century studies. I would, finally, like to (among other
things) do a study like that of Le Roy Ladurie reviewed n last week’s T.L.S. - did you
find his introductory essay intersting? I enclose draft chapter - it will have to be
tightened up and cut down - on witchcralft in three Essex village. This 1s my first
attempt at village sociology. I would very much value any comments - suggested sources
or problems - you would care to make on it. Perhaps you could hold onto it until the
beginning of October when I should be in Oxford and when I will collect it from you.
Please don’t bother to read it if you find it trying - rough chapters out of theses must be
most Irritating to read - but having been launched into local history by your enthusiasm
for Hoskins over 4 years ago, I would value your comments.

Hope to see you soon. Look after yourself.

Hilda Grieve — continued
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Paul Slack continued:

Pield Head,
S/1/ s
lr‘“bl.“d.’
Wesimorland.
Dear Pﬂﬂ..

Many apologies for not coming at t2e rovised tise oz Sunday
morning. Uaforwunatsly a) I had food poisoning from a Uhinese seal b) I
bud to return bome to the bake Yistrict thst dsy. I couldn't find a 'phone
number - have you got ome ? A grest pity as I would bave loved a2 discussion.
1 hope the theais goes well. I'as longing %o resd it. When should it be
finished?

A few atray references, which I'm sure you'll bave, bave collected
uadsr your name in ay filing system sad to preveat clog:ing I'm sending
them herej excuse brevity of refersnce - don't hesitate to ask if anything
is unclear.

Cuildhall limllsxsq,u,'l. Sept.1945 & List of Works relating to....Plague
usb. & West'd Archk., and Arek Soc.Trans. o.=, xi, 'Visititions of the ’lm.-
c.u.m“ & Jon." Rm“io....ﬂlstcry of the Lake Cou.'\tlos,(196l).pp080-1‘-
V.C.H. 'City of York', p.159.

fidstory Teacher's Miscellany,vel.v,pp.16,2%. § vol. vi,no.d, PP« 50,71.

Eosex Record Uffice, Malion Berough Records 3/3 3/3/207.

Bodley, Azhmole Ms.412 - Ms. index at eand of.

Yi# P.R.O. Verdous die in early 1560's of 'le new ague' (K.B.9 604 m.97 eege)
and ‘the pjuing ague' (‘0319 627 m.226 Qo‘o)

Arthur Searle of the Essox R.O. told me that there was a detailed plague
listing for Braintree for 1665 (I think), listed in Cunnington/Cunningham
'Tee vharities of Bralatree' - sorry to be 30 vaguo.

Have you used manor court rolls 3t sll%~ 6.g. those who essoin 'de malo
verendo' - actually I've not come across plague in the two court rolls I've
“Ouud.

I hink you maid you'd missed the Sorebam parish register since
it was only deposited recently - I enclose figures extracted from it for
Elizadeth's reiga, lope they are deckphersbles zorry the pericd ia too
short for you nowe You 2igbt bo interested in a few rough graphs. Little
Baddow is fL)fd next door to Borehas and it is thus iaterssting to see that
mortality rates differ. Deaths cf children are very crudely ealoulated
from shether tre register sajs 'eon of' otoy you'll be aware of the
dasgers of this. Am jJust engaged in working out infant mortality rates for
thesas two villages and could let you nave these if you are at all
interested. Iucidestally I've proved, to sy satisfaotion at least, that
witcheraft prosecutions do not coincide with peaks of mortality, at least
in these Lwo villeges. Could you let me bave these back when you've
findshed itk them. Regarcs 1o mutual friends., Please oxcuse rather a
brostkless letter but I feel Xeith's hot breath on the tail of ay tiesis -
wshich 1s due to bes finished wishin three months. *hen off 0 LedeBeces

lloge to see you later %this zummer.

best wishes,
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> 25 ST. MARGARET'S ROAD,
o OXFORD.
&
& 22 July 1966

Dear Alan,

It was very kind of you to send the graphs etc.
Sorry to be so late in returning them. I only got them
yesterday, since we had been home for a funeral rather
unexpectedly, and we're going on holiday tomorrow - so
please excuse rather short note. We come back on
August 20th, and would be pleaced to see you any time
after that for a longer talk than we've managed for a bit!

Your references are interesting - some of them
I had, others not. Your figures for 'child deaths, as you
say, may mean nothing - the fact that most deaths in
Boreham seem to be 'children' and most in Lt.Baddow not,
suggests that the practice of citing parents may differ
widely from parish to parish. But your figures for
infant mortality I should find most interesting, since I've
not tried to do anything like this myself yet.

We're going to Exeter tomorrow, where I hove
to do some work as well as have a holiday. I'm trying
to persuade Jill to do some counting of burials for me there!

Hope to see you soon,
All the best with the thesis,

Pt

Raymond Firth — continued
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g 5T . Pleld Hend,
5,1,‘6 ontgat.,
PFr.Azbleside,
Westmorland.

Dear Prolfassor Firth,

I write to ask for
permission to undertake some teachings
concurrently with my Diplosa in Anthropology.
I gather that such teaching is favoured by
"the Se3.3.C (Poatgraduato Training,p.13),'aa
long as it does not exceed 6 hours a week.

I imagine, therefore, that they would not
object. I would be taking two essay clauses
and a seminar at Nottinpham University over
one term (commencing this Uctober). The
subject, Reformation Lurope, is one which I
have specialized in and thus should not
distract my attention too muchl It will prove
particularly valuable if the S.S.R.C applicat-
~-ion does not come off.

Yours sincerely,
Alan Macfarlane
Professor Raymond Firth,
London 3School of Economics,
Hougkton Street,

Aldwych,
Londony¥ Co2
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-Qath Sept,1966 Field Head,
' out ato
| Nr o Amb 381
wQstmorland.

Dear Professor Firth,

I have just heard
that I'vc got a S.5¢ReCe grant and am
naturally delighted, I would like to
thank you personally for your help in
applying for the grant and for your
general s port in my attempt to do
anthropologye I look forward, very much,
to starting my course next month.

Yours sincerely,

% Alan Macfarlane

PoSe Please don't bother to acknowledge
this n°teg \ \

Professo?'Raymond Firth
London School of conomics,
London,

Joan Thirsk: continued
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22nd August 1966 Pield Head,

Outgate,
Nr.Ambleside,
Westmorland.

Dear Dr.Thirsk,

Thank you very much for your
letter of the eighth of June asking whether
I would need accomodation at All Souls for
the night of my talk on Hove. 21st. I
didn't reply, as instructed, since I will
not need accomodation. Thank you all the
sSame.

I am just writing to aek if I may
change the title of my talk from the rather
general one "@itchcraft in Tudor and
Stuart &ngland® to a more specific one -
'*Witchcraft and Conflict in Elizabethan
and Stuart Society'. 1 write this much in
advance in cazze you are planning to
circulate titles at the beginning of term.
Please dou't bother to acknowledge this
letter as you must be very busye.

Incidentally, it is still possible
that I may get a Social Science Research
Council grant - 50 I may not be "down and
out' in November.

I bope your various projects go well

Yours sincerely,

Alan Macfarlane
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/fﬁGth July 1966 Pleld Head,
= Outgate,
Nr.Azbleside,

Westmorland.

Daar Professor T'revor-Roper,

Sow kind of you to
take such troutle over my struz:le with Dr.Boham
and Yar minions - thank you for your tso letters
I've Just kad a nice letter from FPrycr to sayp
that be'll ses what he can do. I azgrss with
You, it might ©te better to wait until Pirth
Telurns, Hven if the letter of the law is
against me he may be sufficiently flexitle to .
follow the spirit.

I w«onder 1f you've managed to zet your
friend to phone as Miss T.? Unfortunately I've
oot Leen following the correagondence and thus
it would be rathar awkward to set a female
iend to phone him (nor do I know where he ia)
em off to Irdland for ten days from this
‘evering btut look forvard ¢ hearing how the
Strug le prosresses when I return.

' As for witckes and puritanism..... I hope
ta leave those, like 3Stone, until ay return.
¥y interpretation of why Fssex was strongly
puritan would be vaguely along the lines of
Michiel W-lzer's Revolution of the Safdts -
i.e. thket there was enough insecurity asnc need
for diecipline e%c. in society for people to
reed it without there being any particular
opponents (H.C's etc) Stili, its too large a
subject for what is merely a nots to trank
you for your continued incerest and support. I
hoge your writing goes well and thal you havs
obtaired the key to your cellar....

Yours sincerely,
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_ How nice to
receive your letter whén I returned from a
~week's tour to Oxford and ~ondon. Thank you.
My abseuce will, 1 hope, excuse my tardy
reply. Of course, I'd only be toa delighted
to post off any of my mother (auat ?)
Agnes' lettersy funeral notices etce. I am
80 sorry to be informed of hLer death, but
sgree that her rapacious wit and biblical
references will probably be better appreciated
in Heaven than in the New York Reviewse.e
, Am slightly anxious to hear of your
“qux{' essay on witches, but perhaps we
t overlap too much if you are dealing
nai.nly with Burope. I have just bLeen
checking references at the B.M. - what a
pity 1 couldn't have helped. Uxford, of
course, is buzzing with the death of my
‘ sake and the vultures are picking over

" his unpublished notes. I wonder if a riot

of medievil publications will spring up
now that 'his shadow is gone.
PR ¢ visttad Pryer/on the way down. He
‘wore-than amiable, perhaps because he
t a litile guilt at a) having %o ask me
w 46 halP my WOrihg on fourteenth and
fifteenth ceutur, Suropean history of which

I inow nathineg - bhecauas thev have noeone
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S8till, it is good experience and any money
~will come in handy if I don't get a grant.
I've just signed a contract with Koutledge

““for a bOOK on witches to be completed next
year so feel slightly more cheefful. Dr.
Bohm has gone away on holiday, perhaps

worn out with guilt and sham€ees.
I will be in the Lakes until the end of

.SewpembET, and then go to live in London. I
Lope to be in Oxford fregquently and do hope
it would we alright for me to come and talk
over our mutual interests. If you are ever
‘travelling via the Lakes aund could call in
for a meal or a night please don't hesitate.
It's far from palatial, but not quite a cell
in the rocks.

Yours sincerely,
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Borstal camp - 1965

[N.B. the scans are at fairly low resolution - they could be re-done from iPhoto to look
better]

The Oxford-Borstal camps, retrospectively, were an excellent educational institution.
They involved a small number of undergraduates from an Oxford College going to
camp for a week or so 1n the Yorkshire dales with a similar sized group of boys who
were young offenders imprisoned in open prisons or Borstals. Then the group would
return for a few days so that the undergraduates could share a little life in the Borstal. I
wrote reflections on this as an undergraduate and attended such camps with a group
from Worcester in my first and second years.

As a postgraduate I went with a group from St. Peter’s College in my second year as
a postgraduate, summer 1965, where my friend Ralph Johnson, who had been on at
least one of the Worcester camps, was now located. He was the Commander of the
camp and I was made Bursar. There are comments on the camp in my letters, as well
as some letters from a couple of the Borstal boys after the event (see elsewhere) Here
are a few of the remaining documents. They show the mstructions for a Bursar, and a
brief diary of my arrangements through the week.

Some added points. The first 1s that in some ways this was a continuation, in another
form, of the Christian boy’s camps I had been to through my schooling and into the
start of my time at Oxford - Varsities and Public Schools. From the personnel mmvolved
and memories, there was a strong Anglican and Catholic presence, prayers etc. etc.

Secondly, the location of the camps - near Masham 1n the dales - as well as the fact
that the local haison was Frank Theakston (owner, presumably, of the famous local
brewery) an Old Sedberghian, whose son I had known at Sedbergh, connected this to
my education at Sedbergh (and not so far from the Lakes, where I was still spending my
holidays). It had the feel, in the rivers and limestone mountains, of my Sedbergh years.

This was an education in managing finances and domestic arrangements which was
another part of my education. In some ways, dealing with the commuissariat of a group
of about 25 people for a week would be a preliminary training for the fieldwork I would
do three years later in the remote Himalayas.
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Dear Plan,

Our camp begins on Saturday, July 24th, and ends on
Saturday, August 7th, when we leaye Wetharby, Postal
addragses will be as follows:

July 24 - Nutwith Cote, Aug. 3-7 H,u. Borstal,
hug. 3 Kusham, Ripon, York Road,
Yorkshire., Wetherdy,
Yorks.
Telephore : mggu (Yorkshire) WETHERBY 2754
3

Please bring the following: ruck-sack (1f you have ane),

= e e —— < washing kit and towel, electric
toren, suitable clothes,
including heavy walking shoes,

plissolls, swimdng trunke.
There is one additional member of the Camp :

Robin Crossley 1 Geography 9 Otley 014 Road,
Laeda 16.

{ Pleage arrive at Nutwith Cote in time for aupper on
Saturday, 24 July, i.e. not later than 7 pPeia. The most
convenient trains and buses run as follows:

IRAINS: Londen, King's Cross 9.00 a.m. 10.10 a.m,
York 12.05 p.a.  1.09 p.n.

York 12-“7 Pelds 1033 pP.in.
Earrogatc 1225 pem. 2.1% p.m.
Barl'ogntc 1.51 Peiile 2.450 pent.
' Ripon 2:05 Pem. 2.54 p.m,
'}.»' - = on- P W
London, 8t. Pancras 9.15 a.m. London, King'e Crose 9.20 a.m.
Lecds City 1.%31 p.m. Leeds Central 12.44 p.m.
Leeds City 1.18 p.».1.37 p.m. leeds Central 1.58 p.m.
Ripon 2.05 p.nte2.26 pui. Rarroguate 2.30 pame
(The two stations in Leeds are Harrogate 2.50 p.m.
not more than 10 ming., waelk Ripon 2.54 p.m.

from one another)

BUSES: (Ripon bus-ntation is sbout 20 mins. walk from railway
station).

Sepvice 126 Harrogate railway station to Ripon railway station via
Ripon bus-station. Service runs every half hour,
teking 39 mins. for the whole Journey, 35 ming, from
Harrogate railway etation to Ripon bus-station.

Servige 127 Ripon to Masham via Grewelthorpe (ask to be put off
at Nutwith Cote gate)

Ripon tus~atation MLS p.i.  $.15 pum.
Kashan 5.21 P, 5-51 DN

- &M Ripon to Liasham via Well (Taia Ii).ll necessitate a

walk of 13 miles to Nutwith Cote
Ripon bue-stetion 2.35 p.m. 4.45 pon.
“ﬂom 3-19 el 5-29 PeM.

If these iranepori arrangecents present probléems, or,
indeed if you have any other queries please let o know.

Yours,
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NUTSLITH BURSAR'S AIDE WEMOIRE.

NBE there 43 no party line about all this: these ave nevely

& number of wwcz:uu abcut peints which have caused dirrum
in the past. In pavticular 1t should be noted that tho Comman

is in charge and what he says goes,

SENETAL DUIIES:  The buvsar shouldimake hinself £ vesponsidle to;u
gﬂ ovdo~ing of food(see below))

ii) a t of menus; g
*mul) pm of tentage and equipment-iB for wovking
pa Ce g "3 ~
iy) tramspot avvangements fov camp outinge
P {v liasing with boretal officey weo tmmf‘ back to
o”‘.:'- - -
vi) eveot tents,latvines,ete(fivst on site)
)oluh‘duwh-p. g g b oonp 2nd the
u-nt:thd and sto-age of (last camp on site); -
( “gmm:m.-iﬁ be a~ d by the buvsay)
in econsultation with F-enk but the dbursar
toke on the yesponsibil of.xutung it into a cohevent
fova,writing it out in xm making suve that the-e
avent any lacunae. It has been found helpful in thoz:t for
a notedook to"be produced(specimen enclosed) giving '
progvamme with notes on destinations of wxek wovk-

detailed
pavties eto; one copy go; the commandant and one copy fo
SRR ls should be made up -
y.~.47‘1mmm p-eltninasy wedE gRa. Thire & also

be a menu dook fov the cooks,

. B e
A specimen menu will be found in the enclosed book. Theve aye

no special dos and donts heve,but as we ave living on hasd-védsed

chavitable subscriptions some econmby is necessavy. The following

are expensive and should be avolded except on the oopasions showm:

f.; cold ham (sun lunch to give cooks a vest)
b) poyk ples (hike).

-

w: The following 1s a estimate of the
anounts-to o the camp 45 po well it should be
necessavy to incvease these towawds the end of the week):

Bacon: 2 to 3 o= pev head per meal
Sausage: 3oz ~ditto-
Cooked ham: 3 to 4 o2 =ditto-
Stewing meat: 4 to 5 08 « ditto-
Foasting meat: 5 to 6 oz -ditto- ,

CEDEFING OF FOOD: o _ .
a) Wl Bulk owder will be made befove you av~ive and
should coveyr “main nonspeyishable items fov Ihw: most of the

canp. Any fuvthew necds(provided the amount: involved ave not too
lavge) may be easily obtained fvom Sygyshaws of Masham, 208

(v) t These ave myf deliveved twice a we X fvom
vipon and vefove  zome foreoipght ia necessasy. Delivesy days
vtk thasdAay smAd thneadow Acdiw haface TAam. thad dowd ATToAY Moo o,
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behalf before you arvive.

(e) Bread: same place as groce~ies. Owde~ the night befo-e
if possible,

(d) Povk butcher: Owde» before 10am for deiveyy the same day.
One orde- will be nade befowe you avwive to coves the fiwst

B ;So' Milz: easily obtainable locally. Chusn to be put out on
»0 2 tunm:hngng ;h;onigxt befove, Sm=m O tain:ﬁ.:
also from ¥y a ou pm daily, Daily consump
will be found to be 3 to 4 galls, = . .

t Mys Theakston. Ovde» by phone~the butches
is ﬂif‘ﬁlem m&' may need chasing,

Fi-m details of she above plus telephone numbews ete will

be pvovided fow you ® on awvival,

HIKE: The bursar should issue and see wetu-ned the equigment
plus food. uﬁovftooﬁ,oee'n;m‘boﬁ; Foy ': t, one set of
t our ou» plates maps, compass,
VARGHES, LAVATORY PAPEP. . ’ x

FINABGE: Fyank will :l.ssu:.m with a ce~tain amount of cash
fo» the purchase of food, items of equipment,etc. Please-
g of this-useful fo- 3
U/g tvavelling expenses etc: Buwsaw-should colleot a 1list of
this duvdng the fivst weck-end and dvaw sufficient fyom Fyank
- at-the end of the camp to XXy pay out at the end of the time in
bowstal(not before).
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AL GAMPS  tnd) g g - S it
iy Py '(\s.
ST PETER'S COLLEGE - WETHERRY flo= W = 4
s th
July 2uth - August 7t M~ g ¢
Commandant Ralph Johnson 8.P.C. k.
Bursar Alan Macfarlenc 5 History Worcester College
Cooks Peter Raggatt S5 Biochemistry S.P.C. &
Dept. of Biochemistry,
South Parks Road.
Trevor Hatchett 2 Matho 46 Azberwood Rise,
New Malden, Surrey.
House Master D.3. Hamilton Smith Wetherby
Chaplains Norman Davies The Rectory Plat,
233 Court Road, S.E.9.
w4 an Rory Geaghegan Campion Hsall
Campers o Pat Brain 2 P.P.E. Home Close, Yarnton,
2 Oxford.
Robin Dixon {1 Englisn 20, Cote Park,
Westbury-on-Trym,
Bristol.
4 Jim Golcher 1 P.P.B. 84, Aldridge Road
" e - L\l%tﬁ Aston, _:/—'
N et
_~~ Tony Hills" 1 Theology 109 Nuns Moor Road,
/ Fenhas,
Newcastle-upon=Tyne, Y.

[ _ ¥ Richara Hird 1 Geography 58, Deighlon Lane,
' Batley, West Yorks.

Tim Mcad 2 Medieine  Highover, Gobblecote,
Nr. Tring, Herts.

Tony 'Sullivan § Dip. EA4. 18, Grove Hill,
< Muawell Hill, N.10.

Ian Poatgate 1 English Coosbe Hill,
Highercoosbe Road,
Haslemere, Surrey.

*Neil Ridler 2 P.P.E. The Rectory,
Burlon Bradstock,
Nr. Bridport, Dorset.

i o+ Tim Ward 1 Physics Ellingham Rectory
o Nr. Bungay, Suffolk.
Vo Bob Whyte 1 Theology 158, Upper Orosvenor

v Romd, Tunbridge.

L A Gole,
BLEASE NOTE brrale,
1. If any of you do not know each other please remedy this.

2. Sherry ©.15 p.a. Jure 15th in my room to meet everybody clae;
please do your best to keep this time free.

3. Will those coming up by transport (car/uw/c) please let me know.
Purther deteils later.

ke
\rﬂ”" 5 1965, Ralph Johnson
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Letters from Borstal boys

I went on two Oxford-Borstal camps. The first one was in 1962 in my second year as
an undergraduate - described in that account. The second was in 1964, organized by
Ralph Johnson, where I acted as Bursar. There are references to this in various places.
I shall describe it elsewhere. After the camp I clearly wrote to some of the boys I had
met, and I have three letters from friends I made on this occasion - two from ‘Freddie’
and one from Scouse. I shall include the latter - which shows that Father Michael
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Hollings was also on this camp. As was Euan Porter - clearly the ‘U.N.’ referred to in
the letter.

WINDDR Housb E
HEwELL %KM&

ReDDICH
wWoR o5,
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THE OXFORD-—BORSTAL CAMPS

THE REV, J. N. JORY, SPENNITHOENE RECTORY, LEYBURN, YORKS. TEL.: MIDDLEHAM 3352

Hon, Tressurer: Hon. Sceretary (Yorkshire): Hon, Secretary (Ozford) :
LADY MASHAM, R. F. THEAKSTON, J.P., R. J. BUXTON, B.C.L.,M.A.,
DYKES HILI HOUSE, THE COTTAGE, EXETER COLLEGE,
MASHAM, MASHAM, OXFORD.
RIPON, YORKS. RIPON, YORKS. TEL.: OXFORD 44651,
TEL.: MASHAM 241. TEL.: MASHAM 418,

1965—66

Perhaps the most memorable days of the 1965 Oxford—Borstal Camps were when
we entertained children from the orthopaedic ward of the Friarage Hospital, North-
allerton, and men from the Hospital of St. John of God at Scorton. We set out to be
the arms and legs of our guests so that they could do things and see places which would
otherwise have impossible for them. Each pair of campers, a borstal boy and an
undergraduate, took charge of one patient. Of the men from Scorton, many were on
stretchers, others in chairs, and some had to be fed like babies. The day was taxing
indeed, but very rewarding. With the children it was wildly exciting and the response
humbling. They were carried around the garden at i ; to the top of the
Church tower ; and after lunch were taken to A Falls where we threw stones
into the water and those who could scrambled after balls ; then on to Bolton Castle
where even the topmost towers were not beyond our reach. We returned to Spenni-
thorne for supper, and then the entire camp took them back to hospital and helped to
put them to bed. On the following Sunday almost everyone went to hospital again to
visit their friends. Memorable for us and according to the Matron, quite unlike anything
she has known before. We shall certainly hope to include days like these in future
camp programmes. ;

Some years ago we learned that acceptance and trust are essential for those who
are secking to re-establish their self-respect and find their feet again in life. ' We have
known for a long time how the Borstal boy responds to courage when he meets it. Now
we know that he can be among the most willing and tender of helpers. It is the oppor-
tunity to do and to be which is so often missing in modern life and which is so essential.
From the beginning in Oxford—Borstal Camps we have tried to meet Borstal boys as
people ; to treat them as friends and to share with them the demands of our life together.
T'o these things we must now try to add the opportunity to help those who need us. We
hope that in saying this we are not being consciously pious or self-satisfied ; but we
also hope, both as Christians and as members of society, that we will never overlook
the importance of giving people a chance of finding out the value that they have in the
cyes of others.
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We have always refused to try to tabulate * successes ™ ; but this does not mean
that we are not encouraged by good news. In this connexion the Rector of Church
Stretton, the Rev. William H. Wilson, has written to tell us of an interesting experience.
‘ Not long ago I was returning by car from my mother’s funeral in Derby and gave a lift
to a fine looking young man. As we talked it emerged that he had happy memories of
Stretton, having been at the first of the Oxford—Borstal Camps held in the parish. It
had meant a great deal to him. He is now working in Liverpool where he is trying to
find housing for his wife and baby. It was clear to me that he has made good and that
in his own mind this Camp was one of the turning points. I am very glad to know that
such an experiment in personal relationships at depth takes place in this parish every
year. May God bless all who are working in this way.”

We find it increasingly difficult to thank everyone who has made our efforts possible.
The people of the Yorkshire Dales and of Shropshire continue to make an inestimable
contribution by their kindliness and tolerance. The five Yorkshire Camps each spent
an evening at Swinton, visits were made to Giggleswick and Pocklington Schools, and
in Shropshire many homes have made their contribution. It is so important that the
Oxford—Borstal Camps should not be thought, in the eyes of the Borstal boys, to be
part of the efforts and attitudes of *“ peculiar ” people, rather than an attempt by ordinary
members of the community to meet and welcome other members of that community.
We also continue to value most highly the close contact and friendship which we enjoy
with so many members of the Borstal service, and we are glad this year to have been
able to start a scheme whereby undergraduates who have attended the camps, and have
now gone down from the University, volunteer to assist their local branch of the Borstal
After-Care Association in its important work. In this connexion we must also record,
with the deepest sorrow, the death of * Bill " Taylor, the Governor of Usk Borstal.
A man rich in experience and understanding, he brought to our meetings a tolerence
and kindliness of judgment which made us proud to be trying to share his work with him.

In the summer of 1965 six camps were held, one more than mentioned in our last
report and programme. Dr. Ralph Johnson, who has commandanted the Worcester,
Hewell Grange camp for the last three years, was appointed Dean of St. Peter’s College.
and almost immediately raised a team for whom a camp was arranged with Wetherby
Borstal. This year it is planned to hold the Exeter/Everthorpe and St. Peter’s/Wetherby
camps at Masham ; Worcester/Hewell Grange and Pembroke/Pollington at Spenni-
thorne ; and to transfer the Christ Church/Hatfield camp to All Stretton, to use the
site where the Trinity/Usk camp has built up such good relations with the local com-
munity. Our daughter camps also continue to flourish., The University of Nottingham
again held their camp at Sedbergh School with Morton Hall Borstal, and men from
Westcott House, Cambridge, camped at Hauxwell, the next-door parish to Spennithorne,
with a number of boys from Hollesley Bay Colony. This year the Westcott House
camp threatens to outgrow the cottages which they used in 1965 and to need to move
into tents instead. Every new venture of this sort teaches us something about the work
that we are trying to do ; but without being complacent we would like to think that the
continued success of new camps suggests that we have found some sort of possible and
useful approach to the task in front of us.
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Finances

Last year we received £1,454 from subscribers, which we acknowledge most grate-
fully. In'addition we received an unexpected £294, being the profit from a Recital given
at Swinton by Dame Peggy Ashcroft and Mr. Julian Bream. These two artistes gave
their services entirely free and we should like to take this opportunity of expressing our
indebtedness to them and to the audience of more than a hundred who supported this
event. 'The money raised has been placed to reserve.

Food cost us £565 and is by far the largest item of expenditure. Other large items
are £109 for hire of transport ; £351 for expenses of outings, hikes and sundry camp
running expenses including undergraduates’ travelling expenses and £56 for the hire of
films—three of these films were shown when the Camps at Masham entertained the local
Over-60 Club for the evening. 'The balance was made up of various items of equipment ;
the printing of the Annual Report and Appeal ; Insurances (including Personal Accident
Insurance for campers) and Travelling expenses of Committee members who have,
during the year spoken about the Camps to many Clubs and other organisations. We
ended the year with a balance of £1,402 which is equivalent to about one year’s reserve.
We estimate that the 1966 Camps will cost approximately £1,300, and we are therefore
now appealing for that amount.

Committee : The Chairman (The Rev. J. N. Jory) ; The Hon. Treasurer ; The Hon.
Secretaries ; The Rev. A. A. K. Graham, M.A., Fellow of Worcester College ; The Rev.
V. H. H. Green, D.D., Fellow of Lincoln College ; The Rev. Michael Hollings, M.C,,
M.A., Chaplain to the Catholic Members of the University ; The Rev. J. L. Houlden, M.A.,
Fellow of Trinity College ; The Rev. Canon E. W. Kemp, D.D., Fellow of Exeter College ;
J. D. Lambert, M.A., D.Sc., Fellow of Trinity College ; The Rev. C. Morris, M.A.,
Fellow of Pembroke College ; Major H. Morris, M.A. of All Stretton ; The Rev. D. M.
Collins, Rector of Middleham ; The Rev. R. L. Incledon, M.A., Assistant Chaplain to
the Catholic Members of the University ; R. H. Johnson, M.B., B.Chir., M.A., D. Phil.,
Worcester College ; The Rev. E. G. Midgeley, MLA., Fellow of St. Edmund Hall.
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THE OXFORD-—-BORSTAL CAMPS

THE REV. J. N. JORY, SPENNITHORNE EBECTORY! LEYBSURN, YORKS, TEL : MIDDLESAM s

X
Hon, Tresswre; How. Secretory | Yovdadice) : B, Secretary | Ouford) :
LADY MASHAM, B F. THEAKBTON, 7.7, R, 7. BUXTON. BOL, M A
DYKES HILL MOUNSE, THE CUTTAGE, EXETER OOLLBGE,
MANTAM, MASNANM, OXFORD.
RIFON, YORKS, EIPON, YORKS. TEL.: OXFORD was).
TEL, T MASHAM 241, TEL . MASHAM e

August 4th,1966

Dear Alan,
p ) e e A

Excuse the offlcial-locking paper - but I'm having
an 0-B session at the moment and it 18 all I have with me.

I'm sorry to have been so long in replying to your
PC - 4t was very good of you to write wishing us well for
the camps which really went very well. Vorcester wsas up at
Spennithorne this year, so we didn't see az much of them as
we would have wished; but w#e went up to join them in t heir
final Sunday nosh-up. They all seemed very happy and the
concert was one of the hest that I have sesn.

St.Peter's had finished at Fasham by the time we
got your message, so T couldn't pass on your greetings to
falph. This, too, wen' very well. They were rather s strange
eccentric bunch of undergraduates,but they coped very well
and had a most successful return to Wetherby. Ralph is
talking of going to do a 'project' 4n Scotland with the
whole camp next year; dbut I don't think that this will
come off as there doesn't seem to be any worbhwhile job
to do, apart from clearings 20 acres of overgrown bush
at Arodick Castle and this doesn't seem a very good idea L

How 18 the witcheraft poing ? Do call in and see
us if you are passing this way,
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Financing my D.Phil.

There is a reasonable amount in the account of my undergraduate years about the
costs and difficulties of money at the undergraduate level. I shall try to do something
similar for the D.Phil. years. Among the things to consider are: the parental
contribution and the state of my parent’s finances; my acting as banker, patron of my
sisters; the arrangements for our time in the Lake district; the financing of my
increasing interest in office machinery, photography and Xeroxing etc; the costs of
transport — including buying a motorbike etc; the purchase of books; the costs of
accommodation, clothes etc; the relations with my bank and details of my bank
account and expenditure etc.

The sources include a considerable number of letters — between members of the
family and to others; bank statements, bank stubs etc.

Here, since it is quite a large and complex subject and requiring quite a bit of
thought and effort, are a few examples of documents — more will be brought in,
including material on my parents’ financial position in their last years in India,
revealed in the Assam Company papers.
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WORCESTER COLLEGE, OXFORD
Battels for Michorlmas Term, 1964

A.D.J. Macfarlane, =sq.

. o
£ .
st muwm
Mcals in Hall —  Eeet— Y .
Guests Meals yap o ob¥ 12. 0 3. 4.C
Guests Accommaodation - L
Hockey Club Dinser
Buttery Account ... %
Kitchen Account ... ave S 5
h“dl’)' N T —_— oe e 17.“
Heat o
Graduate C, R, Huuelo o 6.11
GMNIG C- & S!lh s ase 10. o
J. C. R, Art Fuad |
Damage ... e s

Libwary -book l'iues :
usdor Common Room

1. 0.0

College Lues 18 0.0

JCR. Scholarship ... 10.0

University Does .. oo

Library Does so Y - e 2-——nn-
o 31.11.11e
18 0.0

e TR
B ent Associatiof ...
ond IRRdes "

lance brought

B e
7 4. 11.11e
Credit; * mee . rs v &
Prepayment for MT.1968... 2 5. @, ¢-
Credit Balance of last account
Scholarship
- — ‘m LIS
Dept. of Education & \ucncg 0. 10 v_
Local Authonity ..
Cash
Halance Due to the Coliege £ 9. 1.u%

The College moets Sor nint tarm on Feiday, 15Ih Jamaary, 1985,

BL Ihate Batinls dee wol padd by T804 Jan 1965 3 Noe will b lmposed
walgns permisdon has been odtatecd lrem Bansar lar posipone-
et ol thin payment,

The whade of this foem, wich (he appended slip completed, shonld be fore
warded wiih veur remilLance for The Exact Amannt 1o Yatisnnl Proviecial Eask
Limieed Steeel, Osfotd.  Chegues sheuld Be madc payabic o
O
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WORCESTER COLLEGE, OXFOVRD
Batrels for Trinity Term, 196§

A.D.J. Macfarlane, Esq.,
Flold Head,

Outgate,

Nr. Asbleside, Lancs.

“

. M‘ tocho.re.ndu-egmg

Meals in Hall o5 3. 0.

w e ass e e 1. 10.6

Graduate C. R. Subs. 7 10.0
College Dues > e el 15 00
University Dues ... . ves

Dues

Tuition Fee

Key Deposits
nu.m M
Oxford S

Credit: & & &

f-"cﬁiﬁ muuo( |ast accoont

Exhibition

Dcpt.ofl.-.dmuon & Scm 4 J, 10.u=

Local Authority ..

CQM nm’ e s 2 Ol °o \)"_—
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IN ACCOUNTY wWiTH
MARTINS BANK LIMITED
MARYGOLD HOUSE
CARFAX

CREDIT UC 3
1600143 It 122.10. 5 122.10. 5¢
170CT83 201. i 3.19. 6 108.10. U c®
118.10.1
170Ci 63 CSH 20. 0.0
201 10. 0.0 128.10.1¢cx
810. 3 3.0 3 A
180(:1'63 552 o 3 3.0 122. AL
CSH 3.4
s 220. 10. 0. O : 112, 8. 3
250CTe3 [17:) 4.0 ' 112. 4. 3¢
2600ie3 433. 10. 0. 0 102. 4. 3cr
2. 0.0 100. 4. 3
310CT63 . 434, . Ve
=6R0Y 63 436. ! N80
435. S S 93.18. 3¢
-THOVE3 437. 8 G0 85.18. 3¢
13H0V 63 438, 3 3.0 82.15. 3cx
13H0Y 63 439, 7. 0.0 75.15. 3cr
14NV B3 (9] 10. C. 0O 85.15. 3cr
1810Ve3 444, 7. 0.0 78.15. 3ck
1S9HOVE3 441, 3.13. 0 75
) 22hyes 443. 0. © 74. i?.’?‘ee
COM. COMMISSION oIV, S.0. STANDING ORDER
G, Chsn ANDIOR CHEGUES SaL TFR. Taawsren 10 on pRoM v
C.T. CREDIY TRANSFER SOY. ANOTHES ACCOUNT

AT mine PARTY CHEQIT)

CHEQUES ARE DESIGNATED BY THE LAST THREE F) OF THEIN MUMBKRS APPEARING ON YOUR COUNTERFOILE

236



ALAN DONALD JAMES MACFARLANE ESQ

IN ACCOUNT WITH

MARTINS BANK LIMITED
MARYGOLD HOUSE

CARFAX
J OXFORD
- —_—— e ———
DATE DEBIT CREDRIT BALANCE
1964 RPRWARD. I L T
-9 JUL 64 625. 3.17.0 75. 7.1
13JUL 64 626. 2. 00 73. 7.41¢cR
29JuLed 639. 7. 0.0 66, 7.11C
4AUGe4 " 630. 9. 0.0 57. 7.1k
SAUCE4 631, 3. 00 54. 7.11¢R
1420664 632 6. 0.0 48. 7.11cR
e 7.1
26AUC64 633, 20. 0.0 2
27AUG64 86. 15. ¢ 27.12. 1R
-Bscrod 634, 6. 0.0 21,1211
175EP64 635. 5. 0.0 16,121
235EP64 636. 14.0 15.18.11¢2
245ePed 637. 5 0,0 16. 18.11¢R
285:P64 547. 10. 0.0 18.11 ¢k
10164 (2] 112. ¢.0 112.18. 1
-500164 6338. 5.19.11 106.19. 02
= .19, QCk
4 -50C164 £k 18 88 3513 84
COM, COMMISSION DIV.  DivioEND 5.0. STANDING ORCER
CoR. Camn awbiom CHEQUES PrH e SUP. SuesusamITARY Lirv o8 SNcLoees (
A s S - U8 sipintd ANTDIR SOy

ALAN DONALD JAMES MACFARLANE E8Q

CHMEGUES ARE DESIGNATED BY THE LAGT THEEE FIGUEES OF THEIR BEEIAL NUMDERS

IN ACCOUNT WITH

MARTINS BANK LIMITED
MARYGOLD HOUSE

CARFAX
OXFORD
DATE DEBIT CREDIT BALANCE
y 93 9. Gs
~G0CT 64 640. 1.16. € A 91.13. Ock
140CT64 645, 6. 0.9 85.13%. 0
160CT64 643, S. 00 80.13. Ocr
170CT64 642. 6. 6 79.16. 6CR
190CT 64 644 28. 0,0 51.16. 6
o b e
200C164 / ¥ s 00
846, . 0,0 50. 16. 604
260CT 64 = 647, 6. 00 44,16, 608
,’ N <
2NOV 64 337. 1z. 0.0 32.16. 6%F
3NOVEd 648, 12. 4.0 L — 20.12. 68
A €08 =] 20. 8. 6
; 5. B, bR
15N0v 04 / 338, 15. 9, ]

11. 6
1ANOVEA | 339. 6. 0.9 . €
1780Ved 340. 3.19. 6 4.11. O

COM. COMMIBEION DIV, DivioEno 5.0, GTANDING ORDER

CQOB, CHeEcuEe BOOK INT.  INTEREST SUP. SUPPLEMENTARY LIST AS ENCLOSED
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There should be details about my book purchases etc. Here is one Blackwell’s

ccount (see alos under Fred Holdsworth)
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INVOICE KD%

W. HEFFER & SONS LTD.

- Booksellers and Publishers -
PETTY CURY, CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

Cables: Heffer, Cambridge. Telephone 58351

Stationers: SIDNEY STREET Printers: HILLS ROAD
H H
A, Macfarlane Bsa., iF2 i 29th October, 1965
Field Head,

Outgate, Nr. Ambleside, Westmorland. :

Verrier Elwin : Myths of the
North Fast Frontier

of India, %1 0.| O.
Turner, V.W. : Schism and Continuity
in an African Society. e Se 0.
Arensberg, C.M. : The Trish Country-
man., 1. | 5| O.
Verrier Flwin : When the Yorld was
Young. 5. 0.
Postage and Packing. 3. | O.

£h, |18, 0.

35

For payment arrangements, see overleaf
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SEARCH FOR MONEY FOR LSE COURSE

Once I had set my mind on going to the L.S.E., whether I got a grant or not, I set
about trying to find money in case, as seemed likely, I did not get a grant. Here I shall
just give examples of some of the sources I tried — not all the documents, but
examples of different attempts. They show my persistence and determination — which

finally bore fruit in my good fortune of getting an S.S.R.C. two year studentship, so |
did not need any of the following.

Perhaps the most serious offer came from the College of Arms, where I might have
ended up one day as a Herald or even King of Arms!

The first letter I have, obviously after meeting a Mr. Woodward, is as follows.

‘ret,cuwsoo.
ARW/IM 17th March 1966.
A. Macfarlane, Esq.,

Worcester College,
Oxford.

Dear Mr Macfarlane,

Mr Woodard has told me about
his talk with you and I should be very
glad to have a word with you on the
same subject myself if you would care
to let me know one or two times when
you could conveniently come here for
the purpose.

Worcester was my father's College
so that it is nice to be addressing
this letter to you there.

Yours sincerely,

AR bisssin

Garter King of Arms

% l( oW u,_iL =1 t\uﬁ‘.\

-—g»—vt. j ?., 3 'Mw Q‘ -
E P >1 4
ey %
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After a little more correspondence, and reading an article from Wagner in the
Times Literary Supplement of 21 April on historical demography, we met on
Wednesday 4th May. After that meeting I received the following offer of part-time
employment.

College of Arms,

= T;lYC&B ysﬁ

ARW/IM Sth May 1966,

Alan Macfarlane, Esq.,
Worcester College,
OXfordo

Dear Mr Macfarlane,

Following our talk on Wednesday I write to confirm
that when you come to London in October we should like you to
undertake Fart time research work for us at the rates suggested
to you by Mr Woodard which you have told me commend themselves
to you, These are as follows - paKment of 10/~ an hour or if

a day's work is done, £3 3s. for the day; Expenses if you
are working away from London and from home at the rate of
2% guineas a day additional to rail or bus fares.

I felt that we had much in common in our waK of
looking at things and if this arrangement goes well I hope we
may be able to continue and extent it later.

I am sending you under separate cover a little book
on the Records and Collections of the College.

I do not know whether you have seen my book English
Genealogy but if not it might interest you,

Yours sincerely,

A n {Ao:j ‘\)O‘j"‘”

Garter King of Arms,

. | = \~“<bm13.
:Do Lf Yy E’hov\) \(]ﬂw' rv(a»(«msAcI, {. MR
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Fortunately I had put in a warning about my availability, for after I received the
S.S.R.C. offer I wrote.

 Field Wead,
Ontgato,
oub,G 2
T  Westupy
IS w3 ¢@ 75 20
? (s 4 : : -.':‘-' ? OC?
0 ' ' 2y 30t
® Segr ;Sirl Anthony Hagner,
. 73 O e 83 B 0o
5 You will rm
! . 1 cam to ses yom uruer the
s ‘i about pert time rosearch for f t't)u

1 ws, You xindly s %
I “Sf’ 4 get in tmtcllik againyin%g% m}.m

. &80l wrote in my letter of the l&th.of
- MKay, the only ‘consideration whieh would
avant ke undertakmg the research woul
g if ‘1 was ziven annther scholarsh R. '
Ccontimme my studles', This has now
ppanad, The Soclal Science Hesearch
ouncil have given me 2 studer D o
“u ch to start my anthrapol Of eours
2 am delighted apout this ta.sa fesl
‘a‘little worried in case | B Lofe
ron 'in the lurch', I'm sure y:g
g erstand that, now that I have the O
nonay% iI wonlas &nm o devote myselr
full-l Be €0 WMy eourse, even thnug - 3o 5
2&& senealo,,y ng 1ntor§st*

u.,:-“‘:sem:%*

kinshls 1n g{

systew, Anyhow thankbydi”r%ihhu your
,ﬁmss. 1 dic! anjoymseting you and

[ Aeba your wopkigoas wellgo&pologles aga:
l I lagwyou dewn.2viiK  FINILED.

i VOLODMAL MidN
' fours sinceraly,
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To which I received a pained reply.

Colege e
Tet, City

AW/NXY, 7th September 1966,

Alan Macfarlane, Lsq.,
Field Head,

Outgate,

Nr, Ambleside,
WESTMORLAND ,

Dear IMr Macfarlane,

Thank you for your letter of the 4th
of Seplembed,

I mast confess I am much disappointed
at this news, since 1 was looking forward to work-
ing with you, and have kept the place for you,
though there have been other applications, but of
course I understand what has happened,

Have you ever been able to work out
your relationship to M.R, James? I should like
to know if so,

Yours sincerely,

A .(R.Ljaavw

Garter King of Arms,

And my final reply is:
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Ont{ato
ir.Ambleside
wostnorhn&.

18/9/66

Your refs AW/ NN

Dear Sir Anthony Wagner,

: Thank you for your
letter of the 7th of Septmeber, I'm sorry
that I made you turn away appllcants, but
hope that you'll find someone to help you,
I would have enjoyed working for yous

You asked for my relationship to

MR James, It's more distant than I thought .
I was misled by my uncleyiiobert Rhodes
James (whose just been \u',iting in Observer
Colour supplement on Winston Churchill in
the *"30's) who sometimes claims to be
closely related. Anjhow, may I set out
the relationship as e h;lned to me by my
grandfathor, Willlam ﬁndu Jamesy in a
recent letter 2?2 .

leaving out the earliest, Jamaican,
Ehodes James®,

William ﬁbog« James m, Anne James

William Khodes James m, Jullane Wisdom
Willlam Fhodes James m, Rachel Jarrett

1) william Rhodes James m.,a)Mary Kerr
*v s d Brown,
b)Caroline Pope
2) Herbert Jarrett James n.Jae:d C;ronno
ale
MR James 1s the son of Caroline Pope and
my grandfathers(W.ReJ) grandfather (W.R.J)
is the son of Jane Caroline Vidale . . . .
My grandfather got a letter in the .
trenches in 1915 from Mr Woods Woclaston
suggesting that he reglister his pegigrge;
L

245



The following was obviously compiled by my grandfather earlier — and only later
conveyed in the letter above. I may put it elsewhere — it is one of the few letters from
my grandfather at this time.

s
(\Dp”‘,l,ﬁem’ 16 - ‘h\/cu.&__

The famdy of Turmsd may clacm & be The
nMWMJc,@TmMQA raaors
1% foridy koot boen ladess bt v b Cavil ol
mtilany Cfe . R

The feuncter of MK family Cape Rechard Toamus
Wy on effrens s R Pevons Virnatles erpadlion
MWM(/K'L(M /faw-.,/].:;_ sf?wau&
v e O achand Come frorm GLarmoTyans FnL,
fi)uqa.).:u ;nf—w’Lqug Ta/m.o-s/f;' e Fon fﬁ&?n"oun-l/
7-0.»»52% (e Coteege 7/91r1<-3 was made, wad
/e ehllest-son +f CH Schard TomesS, whe
ws (AL Sow L Qﬂta"wmu(,f Glanergax).,

cbg Tuchard Towmss (61656 o 1757) fad
o troThan @%%[&W/é‘dj d.e;t(,c\ ﬂm
i 1Rl grn farmily olasernds . T a ~aghl G
Gfor(&a/wwwmu ZJ;"/t:’+ Awu“;?;.[ 7

Lot ictiord cod Ys Crotic. lilleace

o it Arnns Tames (L oq-(lobns y |

S-te ww&uf
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 Codbeas vty Tomsr e [ Many Keown Browsn

ka:fm Famts . by Tome Ciretme Ve dal

Cotlioa N Fame | mn Rockhad Clnve osrett

B Son o Towe Caretlne Vidal

) qet o (elley [cotrects Arachal me v (i Crewches

e Proace c:..l'?lo? f*m (Yt~ QMQ:WM{U@/

Btuwe hawl&a ,sa_-r;-, [Ret (b,oCerc&anu,C,’o-F

Lot s Toams @I M€ SnAertd an T freda e
ontred we / BL3 . HC A Comiisintee)

[hat 7 Sheowl 7T ovd M/&J-o)t»t_),;_ é&(q,& o’

/%L welxvnts 7,/7—'0‘—(‘1&”&«6 + lhats (K C o4 Bl

S M’]MMW

LtarTte B > A

Brentwood College

A long shot and not sure that anything came of it. I refer to this in a letter to Hugh
Trevor-Roper on 16th February. It seems I thought I might teach there and do the
M.Sc. I probably heard about it while working at the Essex Record Office from Hilda
Grieve, as she is mentioned as one of the referees.
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Copy of letter of application made to Brentwood College of Education,14/2/66.

My special interest is in Essex C16 and C1l7 history and. anthropology .ihen
I finish my thesis I intend to take an M.S5C. in soclal-anthropology

at the London School of Lconomics: this is a two year course. I am

informed that some of your staff are concurrently taking London M.A.
degrees, and it is on the assumption that I would be free, always assuming
that I carried out my duties at the College, to take my M.Sc. that I

apply. If this is not possible, could you please disregard this application.

e + el o \"Q—ff@fe—-MQ

Covenanter’s Educational Trust

I believe it was Harry Pitt who suggested this as a possible source of funding. |
wrote to them as below. Attached to the letter is a carbon of a long case which I was
making for a grant. Whether this was for this particular grant, I am not certain. But it
gives an interesting insight into my evolving thinking about where I should head next.

ok Ve,
Co M Ju{-\ﬁlk'vl Tt n“‘ﬁni o wse, /3 s
Vu-o-« ,v ———7<*——_,- /-/,... Sec . A E.(_-2 :
WO e

/ ok “ws

o gwasel ALeg ‘.It ¥
/ -~ va‘& PN W‘:;’:;? F';“bw e "“";“ N
L B e
LAY 7 =
) - 481G Hond,
- /’/’-’-" Gulgole,

ear 3ir,
I see fron su informuticn topklet
/OU PN’V&& money "Pir universy®t, courses
not cove f‘d hN ou'..mll mal provision'e 1§

wordes i3 you caulrﬂow{ ¥ o elibgivie
for t‘:a‘b]r Joxot o?"’c“ ‘.n&?w 4 will bave
conpleted “n-e(’a *s ooa HIndRny State
A R'udoA.n-'p robe tibaid -S gy Oxford L.rnil.
5 then 1nfhue 0 Luie 4— e L..'r:(",.t vt e
J o0l o &GOk »50. n56n al t...ro,o];
- J_,r.sv_.; weiiten o a L% gmﬂ;\rw feund itiona
';_. (L.w:t at .}. AT eR? ’€ 3 15be e wl \. atcols.
P: ¢ ;obf.‘-}.c: a n:} "l o (0@ bebuy b Y P /
‘f') *( a& o ‘r; ™
m\:r lu- ape J&g at""? Rosigraauaty
ree % ’E}" nn 1,(.:2\.11“ Wy .2: sostioe
exr& u'\& urhs. Jdt ‘a a pegu M&tm}n.:)ut
i*;r ly m: u',,.p N‘-ve.gt.xl i qn 5’.41-
MO8 § r{'\lgl fcr anyeur sxidoadd '7-— s
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It ha¥ always been my aim to return to India where
I was born to do social work of some kind. With a
view to deciding more specifically on the nature of
such work and to obtain a broad framegork pf
comparative knowledge of primitive and developing
sociédties and the problems of dealing, with informat-

~ion, I read history at Oxford. Tbo r::aduato
course does not allow time for the study
period or subject in depth, nor the u auu orcering

of original material. Further, it is !;sei.lar;ely

cn the economicy,pbditical and religious approaches

to history of the late nineteenth cenfphryiand after
and leaves serious social history on bhe Bide. I
therefore decided to prolong my course: am now -
in the last year of a D.Phil. on 'WitSheraft
prosecutions in Essex,1560-16803 a sociological
analysis®'. This will be completed by Ubtobor of this-
year. It has convinced me both of thegpooensity of
applying anthropological insights and approaches ta\. -
history, and the value of hi#torical ﬁlteriul to |-
sociologists and anthropologists in allowing them -
to check and give time-depth to theiritheories.it’
has also increased my interest in thoﬂdgltursl and
social problems of the transition from @& face-to-face,
agrisultural,religlon-dominated soo}o ‘t¢ the
modern, individualistic,industrial sy e This
transition can be atudiod both in si th and 5
seventeenth century EKurope and also il.ﬂodom India.
An acquaintunce with both phenomena wfll be of great:
value to both the problems gfacting indusirializing
nations and in awakening historians the most
crucial problems awalting their stud;g“

It is clear, however, that dalbling in
sociological tbeory is not enough and“that a serious
study of subjects suck as statistics,primitive
religion and kinship, and primitive eBonomics is
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necessary if more than a. nuporficial contributio»
is tc be made to the problems facing modern =~
industrializing nations. I have therefore deoided :
to acquire this by taking a course in anthropology
!a & pe iiintb tefuatmlip thmg 8
8 I’bt eft ree;yéars of e&i’e” l‘aﬁ
" 3 onger Arferested. d'ﬂoh’gu e 1;[
a%glita% al i’o&dh tellow hip
m r%-» 3 . d

tbe

me an
accethGJ ho
teac

k hre
k= : mly?oofgl ~*a¢tiﬁﬁ
to ao Listle 0:!‘& ‘and A

boysow c‘fipp P 3404 at t
firs't ezzm .orgl %nt *}boL nraga

% W) -4

THE COVENANTORS EDUCATIONAL TRUST

rrESIDENT: THE RT. HON, LORD PIERCY. .55,
GOVERNORS:
C. R. ALLISON, M.A. (CHAIRMAN)

W.J. LORD, Mnt 310 WINCHESTER HOUSE,
W. G. NURSAW, r.c1s,

S.J. PERRY, F.LA. Fourth Floor,

L. P. SHAW, M.A.

S. T. SHOVELTON, C.0.E., M.A. OLD BROAD STREET,

L LONDON, E.C.2.
ATLAS ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED Telephone: London Wall 6759

HON, SECRETARY :
W. G, NURSAW. r.c1s.

23| 3|l
oy S
Yoar for finasciel seistance has bean csrefully sengldered
..:“.’-:t.w-tmmnm-‘o.-d

250



The Victoria County History

This clearly did not get anywhere. I do not remember whether I met Pugh.

14/2/66

vear Mr.Pugh,

Nr. Ray Powell of the Ess2x V.C.H.
suzgested that I might write to you abo. % part-time
work for the V.C.He 1 am, at present, in the last
year of an Oxford D.Phil om 'Witcheralt prosecutions
in Essex 1560-1680'. Next year I hooe to atart
a two-year M.Sc. in social anttropolozy at the
London School of Lconomics. I will have (o subsidize
nyself for this and am therefore looking for
part-time historical work. I would be next door to
the Public Record Office and would, sven if 1
find other forms of financing, be working on Escex
records (eg. Chancery,S5tar Chamber ans other
untranscribed or inddxed sources) there. | wonderad
if any work a) either of a very detziled nature
on a few villages (during the sixteenth and seventsenth
centuries and from all aungles zud using all sources)
or b) on Essex central records,would be of any
interest to you 7 I realize that you must have
your own specific interests and plans, but some
might possibly overlap »itk the atove.

I look forward to your reply and apologise
for bothering you with this trivial matter.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Macfarlane
RQB.Fugh,SSq. ’
General E;dito."QVOc.E .y
Institute of Historical Research,

Senate louse,
LONDON W.C.k
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VICTORIA HISTORY OF THE COUNTIES OF ENGLAND

GENERAL EDITOR Institute of Historical Research,
R B. PUGH, M.A., FSA. University of London,
- —— Senate House,
MUSEUM 0272, 0273 London, W.C.1

15 February 1966

Alen Macfarlane, Esq,,
Worcester College,
OXFORD,

Dear Mr, Macfarlane,

Thank you for your letter of 14 February, I am rather
doubtful whether it would be possible to find you any pert-
time work of the type that you describe, Would you not,
however, care to call on me one day and discuss what you
are doing? I should be grateful if you would make an
appointment beforehand with my secretary,

Yours sincerely,
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VICTORIA HISTORY OF THE COUNTIES OF ENGLAND

GenerAL EpiToR Institute of Historical Research,
R. B. PUGH, M.A,, F.S.A. University of London,
TELEPHONE Senate House,
MUSEUM 0272, 0273 London, W.C.1.

23 March 1966

Alan Macfarlane Esq,,
Worcester College,
Oxford

Dear Mr Macfarlene,

Thank you for your postcard of 22 larch,
Mr Pugh is sway at present, but I will drew
your note to his attention when he returns,

Yours sincerely,

Secretary to Mr Pugh

I shall not include a couple of short letters to and from King’s College, University of
London (in February 1966) asking if they taught social anthropology — which they
did not. I also enquired of Westfield College in the same University in November
1965, and they said no anthropology and no money.

Nuffield Foundation Fellowships
I wrote to them, probably at the suggestion of Evans-Pritchard, but received two

replies, reiterating that because of my age I was ineligible (I was too young — only
those between 28-40 were to be considered). I will include just the second of these.
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1/11/65

Dear 2ir/Madam,

I bave just started my third year of
a hisgtorical D.Phil. on the sociology of witchcraft
in Seventeenth century ®ngland. I intend to do a
further diploma in snthropologzy either at Uxford or
London and have besn informed that it mizht be possible
for me to compete for a Nuffield Foundation Social
Beience fellowship which would aid me in this course.
At the moment I am on a State Studentship. The Oxford
diploma is one year, the London two years. I would
be grateful, therefore, if you could send me any
details concerning these fellowships (or any other
grante and awards I might enter for).

Yours faighfully,

T -\w
The Secratacy, b~ e -~
iy o Sy L o e S Y o ey
\ OAFORD. : (Sdeursame

r4 (\\( oY g

ot |
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The Nuffield Foundation

Patron: H.M. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother
Chairman: the Hon. Sir chﬁ}gv Gibbs, kemG  Director: Brian Young

Nuffield Lodge, Regent’s Park, London Nw1

PRImrose 8871-9
Telegrams: Nuffound London nwi

CONFIDENTIAL

ENQ DDY/JT/GB 19th November, 1965.

Dear Mr. Macfarlane,

Thank you for your letter of the 15th November. I am afraid that
it is unlikely that the Committee would relax its ruling regarding the
age limit for the Sociological Scholarships. You may try, of course,
but your chances must be slender in view of your age. I am afraid
there is no other scheme in the field of Sociology. I am very sorry
to have to send you such a disappointing reply.

Yours sincerely,
W B e e e

D.D., fONCH,
Fellowships Adviser.

A. Macfarlane, Esq.,
Field Head,

Outgate,

Nr. Ambleside,
Westmorland.

One other place I wrote to on 23 November 1965 was the Science Research council,
at the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. Needless to say I did not get
anywhere with this.

I also applied for some money from the University at Oxford towards photography,
microfilming etc. (£20 was available) and have a little correspondence about this.

One thing I tried was enquiring of the Department of Education as to whether my
State studentship could be extended. It was clearly no good.
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Field e id,

16/1/66€ Ouliste,
N ‘.‘.'.Ln,'lf,f » C”
s:3imorl wgd.

. Dear 3ir,

3ince October 1973 I have held a (Msjor)
State Studcntship (UP 63/9154) which will tersinate
in September of this year. I hope %o be ad:itted
to a graduate diploma in authropolosy 2t the
London School of Economics which is a two year
course and 1 would start iu Cctlober, alten»
having completed my present docior te, I 4oidered
if it would be possible eitber to extend my
grant for a year, or whet.er it sould be worsk
my applyins for an Advanced Course 3tute Stedentship?
1 realise that this would lLe unuzual, but I hope
sou will consider amy request. '

Yours sincerely,

(Alan Mzefirlare)

e

Two other attempts:

Horniman Fund:
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Leverhulme:
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23/11/65. field Head,

B 5 o\ Cutgate,
CONLINES Er.Ambdédside,
Westmorland.

'.:i ,..,.*:

b‘btﬁ" v PTea%e” 3ehd me “&z“”f. culars concern-
§3$$2313_3§¢334$3£3

_ror Spenial’ o”

Colrses. 1 _r TEiing to 'start 2" dip -
aut*rdpoior' 8t 4%e" 1érAon” %%*oﬁi”of fcnnb&&c; in
o,tdbei- ‘1'9%‘, Srte -“bﬁi‘;ﬂe S &:‘f’if.?h‘lﬁ - ‘:-‘t e

Worceptat CollevezBOQfd%ﬂ (1p“k53%0 AP

1071 o178 eqldevi

saa i3
] £ 3

Yo we NS : +E8dd wmoxY 2i%Yene
o0 SRR AYY, 0Tt 1iTened

B £ 4e¢ id 10T eldeliavs zhnu 191830
Bivow 1 ._"r'frx;';“"’ﬁx;r al esTesd s¥subsinscog & ob
bnitad e ":’(\1‘!1n*3¥hc“f'?zt-la‘:fé‘f‘

The REV{dLrEy, "4°
London School eof fconomics and Falitical Science,
Houghton ‘;treet, ripdetosl odT
s Addwych,r - clng

LOrirn' We C 2. « DT BAID so®bafl [¢

Dr Anne Bohm and the L.S.E. administration

I shall just give samples from this quite lengthy correspondence, which comprises
about twenty letters, about half copies of letters from me, the other half from Dr.
Bohm, the Secretary of the Graduate School at the L.S.E.

In a letter to Zoe (who was also having trouble with the L.S.E.) I wrote on 19th June

1966.

Apart from failing to even mention the fact that there was such a thing as an S.S.R.C.
after my repeated requests to her for suggested means of income, her latest cretinous
act was to lose my tutor’s testimonials. At least I assume that’s what happened. I asked
Keith and Harry to write even before I sent in my application to be registered at L.S.E.
and they both wrote by return that they’d done this. But both Firth and ‘B’ (future ref.
for Dr. Bohm) wrote on several occasions to say that if I didn’t hurry up with my
testimonials I wouldn’t be considered etc. Finally I wrote to her and explained that she
had probably mislaid them - having received them before my application. She
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immediately replied that she now had them - but didn’t have the courage to admit that
this 1s what happened.

Later there was also a confrontation with them about another matter - permission for

me to teach one day a week in Nottingham. There is some amusing acid comment on
this in Trevor-Roper’s letters also.

The London School of Economics and Political Science

(University of London)

Houghton Street, Aldwych
London, W.C.2

z Telephone HOLnoRN 7684
i P
NI

AMB/SG Tth December, 1965.

Dear Mr, lcPu.'lm.

I am sorry that your two letters of 23rd November, addressed
to the School have gone unanswered for so long., I was trying to
find out what the position is.

It is possible for candidates applying for the Diploma in
Anthropology to apply to the Department of Bducation and Science for
an Advanced Course State Studentship. You must do so through your
Oxford college. We do not process applications from students who
are not yet registered at the School, but you must say on your form
that you hope to be admitted to do graduate work here.

The leverhulme Studentships for special courses which you
mention have now been abolished, and I think it unlikely that an
applicant for a Diploma would be considered for a Research Student-
ghip, It has never been done before.

Yours sincerely,

uw o AL,

Dr. Anne M. Bohm
Secretary of the

Sraduate School,
Mr. A. McParlane,
Field Head,
Cutgate,
Nr. Amdbleside,
Westamorland.
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24/4/66 Pield Heﬁd,

Previous refsiAMB/EO nr?:::;::;doo
ANB/S0 Westmorland.

Dear Dr.Bobm,

Thank you for sending an applical

form for graduate work at L.S.E s I will be
returning this, completed, as soon as I have -e:
photograph. :

I apologise for continuing to pester you
about awards and grante but I wonder if you cou
tell me anything further about the following ani
whether,as a prospective candidate for the M.So
I would be eligible for (and whether, in your
opinion, it would be worth my while applying
for) any of the following.

i) The Jackson Lewis Scholarship. (p.?l}
ii) The Bursaries for graduate students. (p.9¢
iii) either University postgraduste studentskip
or university studentships (pp.100-1). '
(the page refs. are to 'The Uraduate School').

Sinoce Professor Firth is unable to suggze
any sources of income and the State is unwillin
to finance me after completing my L.Phil. you
can ses why 1 amf desperately bunting round.
As I am writing my thesis away from Oxford it i
a little difficult to find out about the variou
possible awards and this is why I am driven to
causing you all this hother.

Apologies once again.

Yours sincerely,

tlan Macfarlaue
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The London School of Economics and Political Science

(University of London)

Houghton Street, Aldwych
London, W.C.2
Telephone HOLpoRN 7646

27 April 1966

Dear Mr. Macfarlane,

I have your letter of 24 April. I only wish I could be more
helpful. Unfortunately, you are not eligible for a University
Studentship, as you are not a London graduate. It is open for you

¥ to apply for the Jackson Lewis, but the result will not be known
until October and I cannot tell you at all what your chances are.

As regards bursaries, it is the School's usual practice not to
give bursaries to students in the first year of their registrationm,
as it is their view that they should not take up their registration
at the School unless they can finance themselves.

I am sorry that this must sound so very unhelpful, dbut there is
simply nothing else that I can suggest for you, except that you try
to find & job and do the work part-time.

Yours sincerely,

A i

Dr. Amne M, Bohm
Secretary of the
Graduate School.

¥Mr. A. Macfarlane,
Pield Head,
Outgate,

Nr. Ambleside,
Westmorland.
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The London School of Economics and Political Science
(University of London)

Houghton Street, Aldwych
London, W.C.2

Telephone HOLsoRN 7686

13th July, 1966.

Dear Mr. Macfarlane,

I have been asked to reply to your letter of 5th July, to
Professor Firth, who is at present in the Pacific.

The position is that you are not allowed to be absent from
London in term time and that you therefore cannot give the classes at

Nottingham which you mention if you want to be registered at the $chool
ag & full-time student.

Unfortunately, S.S.R.C. Regulations and London University
Regulations do not quite overlap ! Would it not be possidle for you
to find some teaching of the kind which you mention in London.” The
University of London has no objection to graduate students doing up to

6 hours teaching per week, but the residence requirements have to be
adherred to very strictly.

Yours sincerely,

S oy B gt

Dr. Anne M. Bohm.
Secretary of the
Graduate School.

lr. Alan Macfarlane,
Field Head,

Outgate,

Nr. Ambleside,
VWestmorland.
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14/7/66 - Pield Head,
' -“-"',‘ Outrate,
Your rofs AMB/JJ Nr.ambleside,

destmorland.

M

. i3
SLANDE

Lear Ur.Bohka,

« P d

I tave just received your letter of 13th 5f July. Kay T
pursue. the satter a little furitber?y Tou say that I must be rasident 4n
London throughout the dipiloma ian antheopology, 1£ this is s0, I do not {
quite see the meuning ol a cluuse im tte Calendar (1963-4) of the :
borton School ol nconomies (p.190) wiich siatss , in reference %o the
academic Postiraduate Liploma in Anihropolozy, thet "the siudent will be
required o otioud au approved coursa of fustruction at a 3cheol of the
University auring 3 sutsiantial portion af three academta terns, which
terms rnesd sot ascessarily Lo cousecudive'. Jould it Bdarefore e poasible,
since It i35 5 two-ysar coursc, for me Yo bo avsent for the tirnt tern -
‘although I would, in fact, ouly bo atsent for one duy a week

I would ce grateful if  ou «uuld 15t ms kuow the pozition as soon
as posaihlo sincs she temehing I sas .vplng %0 40 was at the parasonal
- request of Froleasor Bu;h Trovor-toger of Oxlord and he, and Feofessor
Koenigsberger ot nottingsam, would nave to be informed of the reasons
Wby 1 could uot accepue Lixe mysell, they amight find the uivo”ganco beiwaen
Sedeilel aud London Universivy regulaticis somewhat peeuliar.

.

Yours sincercly,

Alan Magcfarlane

DroArins ¥ Bohm, - ¥
Seeretary of the Craduate 3chool, ‘ 4
london ‘ichcol of Ecodomics,
1.‘0"-:)1:0-". Street,
Ald-cyOh’
london, %.0.2.

«
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The London School of Economics and Political Science
(Univessity of London)

Houghton Street, Aldwych

London, W.C.2

Telephone HOLsom 7686

25 July 1966

Dear Mr. Macfarlane,

Thank you for sending me your form. I was about to put you in
for an S.5.R.C. award when I noticel that you had put on your form
that you were expecting to obtain the D.Phil. at the end of the year,
London University regulstions do not allow candidates to be working
for two gualifications simultanecusly. Can you confirm that your
registration at Oxford has come to an end and that your statement
simply means that you will finish the writing up of your thesis
either in the vacation or while you start your work for the Diploma
here? I will then alter the statement on the S.S.R.C. form accordingly.
They may also object to candidates working for two qualifications
simultaneously.

Could I ask for a reply by return of pest.

Yours sincerely,

My /5640

Dr. Anne M. Bohm
Secretary of the
Graduate School

Mr. A. Macfarlane,
Field Head,
Outgate,

Nr. Ambleside,
Westmorland.
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N

5 ZEth July 1966 Field lead,

Qutgate,
Nr.Amble zide,

Your refsAME/JAC WHessmorland.

Dear Jr.Boha,

Thank you for your letter., I
am replying by return to say that my
registrasion at Uxlorda will be eading at
She end of Ueptemver, before I start at L.S.E.
L bope 40 have fiuished ay D.Phil. and the
delay beforc i3 is pressatea will be due to
the time it takes toc have it typed and
corrected, which I hope to do during the
vacation.

: “T hove that this iz now 211 in order
as I will be away in Ireland for the next
ten days.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Hacfarlanee.

State Studentship

I had received a three-year grant from Lancashire County Council for my
undergraduate studies at Oxford and was then very fortunate to receive a three-year
State studentship (in the end) for my D.Phil. years (and then two years funding from
the London School of Economics, and a further grant from the London-Cornell fund
and S.O.A.S. for my second Ph.D.). A period of economic expansion when it was
possible to get most of the funding I needed to pursue four different degrees over a
period between 1960 and 1971, over ten years, now seems, retrospectively in a day of
student fees and loans, extraoardinary.
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Here are some of the documents related to the D.Phil. funding from the State
Studentship.

MINISTRY OF ERUCATION

(AWARDS BRANCH)
HiNter 1455 13, OORNWALL TERRACE,
REGENTS PARK,
Your roference: LONDON, N V.1,
Our reforonce: State Studentships z 3 SEP m

WY G154
.Slr/i’dﬁ,

| am direoted by the Minlster of Educatlon to refor to previous correspondence about
your State Studentshlp, and to conflre that your Studentshlip will| be tenable frem
1st Ootober, 1963, for the perlod of your approved studles, This award Is subject to
sat[sfactory sttendance, conduot and progress.

The valuwe of your award from 1st Octeber wlll be 23 follows:

{a) approved fees;

(b} a malntenance grant at the rate of €450por annum, which wllibe pald In four
Instalments,

This award Is subject to review at any tlme In the light of changes In your
olrcunstances and Is glven en the understanding that:

{a) you will be roquired to dovoto at least 44 wooks of Lhe academle year te approved
ful l=t ;o study, durlng which tlne you wiil be living away from your parental home,
Otherwise, a proportlonate reductlfon In grant wlil be made;

(b} your total Income from other sources, Including S holarships ete,, wiil not exceed
£100 In the academlo year 1963/64,

{olyouniotal locomo from

Any changes In your clroumstances as outlined above or, e,9. marrfage or 2 change In
your place of resldence, should be reported to tho Minlstry without delay,

In wrltIng to the Minlstry on any matter connectod with your State Studentshlp you
should quote the reference number shown at the head of this lotter,

! am, su-A,A,

2. 4.% : 2;7 Your ‘obodlent Servant,
gl T

(D, E. Licyd<Jones)

Fore 108 P,
19/3/63 = 1300

266



x DEPARTMENT OF
\ EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
vl AWARDS BRANCH
13 Cornwall Terrace, Regents Park, Lonpon N.W.1
Telephone: HUNter 1455

Your reference:

Qur reference: UP.63/ M54
| 18 OCT 1965

JDear Mr. Macfarlane,

With reference to your letter of 5th October, I write
to say that our records show that your State Studentship
was tenable for a course of study leading to the degree
of B.Litt. and this is the first that we have heard of
your proposed transfer to D.Phil. status, thereby
requiring a third year. Would you please ask your
supervisor to write to us recommending that your award be
continued for the academic year 1965/66, to enable you to
complete your approved scheme of advanced post-graduate
research.

Yours sincerely,

(J. |1

A. D. J. Macfarlane, Esq.,
Worcester College,
Oxford.
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DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
AWARDS BRANCH
13 Cornwall Terrace, Regents Park, Loxpon N.W.1
Telephone: HuNter 1455

Your reference:

Our reference: UP 3 3/ 9154

11 NOV 1965

Dear Mr. Macfarlane,

With reference to your letter of 23rd October, with
enclosures, I am writing to say that, in view of your
supervisor's recommendation, we can approve the extension
of your State Studentship for the academic year 1965/66
to enable you to complete your post-graduate research
studies leading to the degree of D.Phil.

I should explain that before your proposals to study
at home and in Essex and London can be approved for State
Studentship purposes, it will be necessary for you to ask
your supervisor to write to the Department to confirm
that your studies from Oxford form a necessary part of
your approved programme of post-graduate studies and that
he approves of your proposals. Your instalments of grant
will then be sent to your home address upon receipt of a
special form, as explained in paragraph 23 of the enclosed
copy of "Education Information No. 3". Your grant would
be based on the rate applicable for a student living at
home, i.e. £380 per annum, but adjustments would be made
for any period of study away from home, when you were able
to state the exact number of weeks involved,

Payment of travelling expenses will also be considered
if you will proceed in accordance with paragraph 12(C) of
the memorandum.,

A. D. J. Macfarlane, Esg., /With
Worcester College,
Oxford.
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With regard to the Xerox copies and microfilms, we
will consider payment towards the cost of these upon
productién of receipts and a certificate from your
supervisor to the effect that these are essential to
your research and that the information cannot be obtained
from any other source. - Any such payment would not in
any circumstances total more than £20 over the whole
tenure of your award.

Would you please confirm that your income of £120
during the academic year 1964/65 was from Workers'
Educational Association classes. A prepaid label is
enclosed.

Youra sincerely,

(E. W. Hail)
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DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
AWARDS BRANCH
13 Cornwall Terrace, Regents Park, Lonpox N.W.1
Telephone : vuNter 1455

Your refevence:

Our reference: U.P. 6}/ 91 5‘!- 2 9 P" ’“, 1.: :

Dear Mr. Macfarlane,

. With reference to your letter of 16th November,
I am writing to inform you that the assessment of your
postgraduate studentship has been revised and as from
18t October, 1965 the award will be

(a) approved fees

(b) a maintenance grant at the rate of £380
per annum, which will be paid in instalments of
895’ £95’ £95 and £95.

This award is subject to review at any time in. the
light of changes in your circumstances and is given on
the understanding that:

(a) you will be required to devote at least

Ll weeks of the academic year to approved full
time study, otherwise, a proportionate reduction
in grant will be made.

(b) your total income from other sources, including
Scholarships etc. will not exceed £100 in the
academic year 1965/66.

/As

A, D. J. Macfarlane, Esaq.,
Field Head,

Outgate,

Ambleside,

Westmorland.
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As you are studying away from Oxford, payment of your
quarterly instalment of maintenance grant will be made if
you will return one of the enclosed copies of Form 112F.UP
duly completed.

In view of your income of £120 from Workers
Educational Association classes during the academic year
1964/65, an overpayment of £20 has arisen for that year
and this amount will be deducted from your October 1965
instalment., As you have already received a payment of
£50 on account #his' will be £25. :

(-he belance ‘ ) :

Any changes in your circumstances as outlined above,
or, e.g. marriage or a change in your place of residence,
should be reported to the Department without delay.

In writing to the Department on any matter connected
with your postgraduate Studentship you should quote the
reference number shown at the head of this letter.

Yours sinoerely;

¢

(E. W. Hall)
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w. DEPARTMENT OF
- EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
AWARDS BRANCH
13 Cornwall Terrace, Regents Park, Lonponx N.W.1
Telephone: HUNter 1455

Your reference:

QOur reference: UP-63/915# I 7 DEC ‘965

Dear Mr. Macfarlane,

With reference to your letter of 4th December,
I write to say that a draft for £25, in respect of the
balence of your maintenance greant for the October
quarter, is being sent to your bank in Ambleside.

I should explain that earnings from Workers'
Educational Association classes, sponsored by the
Delegacy for Extra-Mural Studies, are not regarded as
income from University teaching or supervision, therefore
the practice of halving any further income beyond the
first £100 does not apply.

Yours sincerely,

-~ /{%

(R. Powler)

A. D. J. Macfarlene, Bsq.,
Field Head,

OQutgate,

Ambleside,

Westmorland.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

Qurzon Street, London, W.1.
HYDe Park 7070

e

The enclosed payment 7 \AN 13"8
in respect of

Mg il ot 7,(0—\— ~ Qk

(’vmwv.?
32 - k-0
/

is forwarded with the Secretary's
Compliments.

A D. T NA¢‘NQW¢, gs‘z

E F‘d& “Q.A&

OuksoJ« < ;
. AM\QQQA\“ E
% w%\'hw&qm& .

Form 151F
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Social Science Research Council

It may have been as a result of a note from Harry Pitt that I looked out for the new
S.S.R.C. awards — or [ may have spotted them in the paper, as in the advertisement
below. I then negotiated to get one for my two year M.Sc (later M.Phil) at the London
School of Economics, a conversion course into anthropology not dissimilar to the one
I helped to inaugurate and then taught for thirty years in Cambridge (though that was
one year).

Her is some of the correspondence relating to the next stage of my career. Again it
shows my persistence — against early advice that I was not eligible and errors by the
S.S.R.C.

=

SOCIAL “SCIENCE
RESEARCH ' “OUNCIL

RESEARCH FELL OWSHIPS
AND FELLOWGSHIPS
FOR MATURE STUDENTS

Applications are invited for research fellowships in
the social sciences from research workers who have
completed the normal course of post-graduate research
training, to undertake research in subjects affording
scope for original work. )

Candidates should normally be between 24 and 27
years of age and must be British subjects, normally
resident in the United Kingdom.

The Fellowships are tenable at any instititidh in the
United Kingdom acceptable to the Council,

Their value is between £950 and £1,175 per annum.

A limited number of Fellowships are also available
for older graduates with experience outside the uni-
versities or research institutes, to enable them to
obtain further training in the methods of research or
on suitable courses of instruction at post-graduate
rather than post-doctoral level. These Fellowships are
tenable for up to three years. The conditions are similar
to those for research Fellowships.

Applications should be sent to : The Secretary,
Social Science Research Council, State House, High
Iliéoﬁllﬁaorn, London, W.C.1, not later than 10th Ma:
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12/5/66

vear S5ir,

T write to epquire whether I am elirible
for any of t2e S.5.R.C. studentships (the most
likely veing the advuinced course studentship).
tock 2 BeA. (Prd) in aistory a2t the apove college
in Junme 19€3 and since them have been engagzed in
researck for a D.Phil. ie kistory. Tkis will be
finished in vctcber. I kave veer financed in this
by a State Studentsbip. Eaving become very interested
in anthrcpelogy (my thesis on witckeraft sociology
took me towards the subject) 1 have applied to do
an M.Sc. in social anthropclogy at the London
Sctocl of Economica und PFolitical Science commencing
in Cctober 0. this year. I see thaut in jyour tooklet
‘Postpraduste Training ia the Social 3ciences'
you explicitly say (p.t) that '"the S.o.H.v. will
2150 consicer applicutions on behalf of eligible
candidaies wko have gracualec 3u other disciplines...'
and I tiereifore wondered if there would be any
cbjeciion to my competing for am awardy

1 realize thut you do not bandle indivicdual
applications, btut would be grateful if you would
send me a form A.C.S.2. Alsc 1 would like a copy
of tke pampblet 'Postrgaduate [lraining in the Social
aciences' = I will send = remittance for this if
necesgary.

irank you in aavance for your help in
thie matter.
Yours Faitkfully,

Alan Macfarlae
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SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL
State House, High Holborn, Lonpon W.C.x
- Telephone: HoLborn 6491

Our reference:

Your reference:

17th May, 1966

Dear Mr, Macfarlane,

Thank you for your letter of the 12th May.
I enclose a copy of our booklet., As you will see it
sets out the administrative procedures for our research
and advanced course studentships. I would advise
you to consult the head of the department at the
L.S.E. and asked to be considered for nomination
to one of our studentships. You do not have to
su pply the form ACS.2 yourself, The College
authorities have supplies of these,

Yours sincerely,

Jhn (e

H. M. Clay (Miss).

Alan Macfarlane £sq.,
Worcester College,
Oxford.
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SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL
State House, High Holborn, Lonnox W.C.a
Telephone : worborn 6491

Owr refrremce:  B/66/8120
Your referemce; 2 3 M 1966

Doar Mr, Macfarlane,
5.5.R.C. ADVANCED COVRSE STUDENTSHIPS

I as plessed to inform you that you have been swarded s S.5.8.C. Advanced
Course Studentship.

“he conditions of the award are as 30t out in parsgraphs 1 to 20 and 31 to 39
of the booklet "35.5.R.C. Postgraduste Training 4in the Social Sciences - Amards and
Courses 1966" and in sny subsequent azendsents. A copy of this booklet is attached
for your retention. Aperndzent slips will be issued as nocessary.

Your award will atart on lst October mext and will be tenable for the norxal
duration of your course of study with an allowance for a holiday st the end of the
course where this is appropriate (paragrapha 36, 37 and 38 of the booklet explasin
this). On the basis of present information the sward will terainate on 30/9/67,

Payzents will be made unier the conditions of paragraphs 10 to 16 of the booklet.
It would appear that in your case the appropriate rate of payment is £500 & yoar
{tax free), plus approved fees.

This rate is bused on the information which you provided on your fora A.C.5.2.
If there have been any subsequent changes in your circumstances, financial or other-
wise, or if there are any changes in the future, these must be notified in writing
at once (vide paragraph lu(vi) of the regulations).

If you wish to gquery this figure, or the teraipation date, you should write to us
at once. (Perhaps I should remind you that the annual rate of payment is reduced
pro-rata when the period of tenure of ar sward is not a complete year).

Copies of this letter are being sent %0 the head of the departnent, and the
university or ccllege suthorities, whe arplied for this Studentship for you.

This award ia reing adsinistered until 31st March 1967 by the Science Research
Council at the above address and 211 correspondence end telephone enguiries should bte
addressed to that Council [ClAncery 1262 (Bx: 248)).

Please quote tne referénce number shosn at the top of this letter in any
cozmunication.

Yours sincerely,

A. Maofarlane, Esq., nl
Field Head,

Qutgate,

Nr, Asbleside,

w
estaorland, AC
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2wsB/66 Field Head,

Ontfato,
L] Nr.Anbles d.’
Your refs B/66/8120 Westmorland,

Dear 811', }

!
I have Just received a letter to sa{ that I have deen
avarded a S,8.,R.C, Advanced Course Studentship for next year,'
I am mturan{ delighted and thank very much, I wonder if
I may jus® raise two points concerning this award ? A
The first 1s that I have been asked, in'an eurge::y, to
do 3 hours a week seminar work at Nottingham University for one
term, I would be paid £50 for this, After requests from the
Professor of History at USH@08 Nottingham the University
authorities at London are 'sympathetically consideri 9 ‘
application to waive the university residence regulations, I have
~ not heard their conclusion, but if the; accept my reguest this
means that I should have put down £50 for tutoring on my ALW8.2

form, ’

The second point concerns the length of my award, On the
recommendation of the anthropology department at the London:
School of Fconomics I have changed my course from the one
year M.Sc. in soclal anthropology, to the two year Postgraduate
Diploma in Soclal Anthropology. ‘rﬁouxh I do not possess a copy
of the form A.L.8.2 I imagine that I entered this fact down
on 1t, I wondered, therefore, what would happen when oy avard
terminated in aop{olbor 1967 ? Would I be eligible for another
{aar's award ? If I am only to receive a grant for one year

although I see that you state in your letter thu;;lg,gunt will
be tenable 'for the normal duration of ‘onr course of study?)
porhag: I ought to be doing the 1 year M.Se? I apglogise

I am being dense, but I would like to be cle ‘\on this matter,

I apologise for taking up your time, bub look
forward to hearing from you, T)umtn.yon once aga:; for tie award,
Yours sincerely, " \

Alan Mac !'ar'hno

279



SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL
State House, High Holborn, Loxpon W.C.1

Telex: 25952  Telegrams: Scires London Telex
Telephone: cuancery 1262

Our reference: B/66/8120

Your referemce:

9th September, 1966

Dear Mr. Macfarlane,
Thank you for your letter dated 24th August, 1966.
There was a mistake made in our initial letter
announcing your award. The period of the award should
have read lst October, 1966 to 30th September, 1968.

I apologise for any inconvenience this might have
caused you.

Yours sincerely,

(Neam

Training Awards Section

A. Macfarlane, Esq.,
Field Head,

Outgate,

Nr. Ambleside,
Westmorland.
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MAKING A TIME MACHINE
[THE QUALITY OF THE SCANS COULD BE IMPROVED]

One of the important features developments during my D.Phil. years was my
growing interest in filing and retrieval systems - something which has absorbed much of
the rest of my life.

Even before Oxford I had started to hoard letters and other artefacts in tomato
boxes assembled round my room in Field Head, and the undergraduate years had
added proper files and small index cards (half the 5 x 3 cards) based on Brian
Harrison’s methods. But it was really as I started to undertake serious long-term
research that I became really interested in how to store and retrieve materials.

There are some interesting descriptions of my evolving experiments in letters to
various people, and I shall combine those into this account - alongside examples of the
results. The main point was that I became aware that the simple methods used to write
short undergraduate essays would no longer work, so I needed something better,
especially as I made more explicit my desire to preserve as much of my passing life as
possible.

The key to it all was the Garden shed, which became the prototype for the
research room at the top of Fountain Cottage, and finally of the Barn at Lode. The
development of this, and the excitement of purchasing my first small filing cabinet -
mto which I put my witcheraft cases - 1s related elsewhere. Here I shall just insert a few
things from a folder called ‘office equipment’.

Intercoms

One great pleasure was to work 1n a quiet and shut-off spot away from the house,
and yet not to feel too cut-off. The shed was about 30 yards from the house and during
my last six months working i it I installed a small red intercom - with a lead that went
through the larder of the house and summoned me with one, two or three rings to
coffee, lunch, answer phones etc. The purchase of this intercom is shown n two
documents.

The first 1s the answer to my query about the availability of the Intercom.

281



DANson Park 1351 H.D.PIDGEON,
IAI,WELLINGTON AVENUE,
SIDCUP,

REP: RDP/IP3/BM/24 YoN®,

Tws Station Intercom Sets

Dear Sir,

It was with much pleasure that we received ywur recent
lelter expressing aaleresl 14 Our Lwo stalion latercus systeuw.

This system was, until recently uarxeted by a famous
3ratasn firm who nave aow svld 8ll taneir rewaining, SLUCKS LU us.
We 1n turn are offering & sSet tLO you at nearly nalf tne price it
was originally sola for.

AS you will see frow the attacued pactograpn the i1astument
18 & one piece moulding of unbreaskable red pilytnene,

Comaunication is controlled oy a two way switch on each
instruasent. This switch is precsed one way to eall the other party,
and the other way to speak. Calling 1s by buzzer which i1& housed
ingide the set.

The instruments are designed to operate over Aistances of
up 10 200 - 300 yards using only one 4§ volt battery., ( Any 44 volt
battery will do but we perticularly recommend Ever Ready No.I:6),
Pour wire telephone cnble for connecting the instruments can ha
sunplied by us at the rate of P2 per I0O0 yards,

Installation of the system is very simple and no technieel

savwled -"-xgé‘-. iriag siperience is ueeded. Wirlag and operating
tnstructions ineluding a diagram are included with the instrumants,

We sincerely trust that the forsz;oing proves of intersst to
you ang 1look forward to hearing from you furtzer 1o tue near
fature,

The second 1s my order, and the original advert (probably from Exchange and Mart, of
which I was a big fan).

282



Sadly, I think the physical object and the picture 1s gone. It was certainly much bulkier
than the mobile phone with which I would presumably now have dealt with the
problem of communication.

Filing cabinets and suspended systems.

Much of my filing was done by the use of stacked tomato boxes - which had
convenient high so they sat one on top of each other. I had started to do this in my late
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teens, I think, but see that at some later point I may have tinkered with the 1dea of
buying some specially designed trays for this purpose.

Possibility Pile up!

r

—with these colourful, smart, stapk-
able, hangable, plastic drawer units.
The outer case is always white, the
drawers are orange, dgrey, whllt‘e,
black or clear, -[hey mea-nre 154

x 17” % 54 approx. £2.80 .includ-
ing carriage. Write for details to
Kerridge Joinery Ltd., 184 Sanuley

ad, London 7% 3
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As materials accumulated, a preliminary sort of such things - particularly letters, was
made through a simple device. I had early in my undergraduate days bought a wire
In/Pending/Out tray which has (in later reincarnations) accompanied me through the
rest of my life. The question was, however, how to organize the numerous files of
research notes, as well as letters and accumulated archives, so that one could find them.

One solution was to buy large filing-cabinets with suspended files. These, however,
had two disadvantages. They were expensive to buy (for me) and they were very heavy
to carry around at a time when I was not yet settled down. So at some pomt I came
across another 1dea - the lateral suspended filing system, as illustrated below.

Juill

Ronso Organisation
RONEO LIMITED 131-133 Portiand Street * Manchester
Ceontral 4362

our ret; TGW/BL

Your Ref:

Furniture, Systems & Contracts Division

Alan Macfarlane Esq.,
Field Head,

Outgate,

Nr. Ambleside,
Westmorland.

31st May, 1966.

Dear Sir,

We refer to your recent postcard addressed to
our Head Office and have pleasure in enclosing a Pricelist
for lateral Filing Equipment.

We would inform you that for any future information
or supplies you may contact our exclusive Dealer for
Westmorland and Cumberland who are:

Commercial Office Equipment Ltd.,
73, Duke Street, B s
BARROW IN FURNESS.

Yours faithfully,

-,
7

N S~
/ P >
T.G. Whittaker. Trade Sales Manager.
Business Machines . Roneo Necpost Lta . Roneo Vickers Partitions Ltd
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Roneo Vickers

LATERAL FILING - UNILINK Y3

==

+—_ SIMPLE LINKAGE WIDE CAPACITY
— R
X~ e \ | /
~ “y By ! | §
\ { \ M /
\ N | ! \ / f % /
|\ [ % \ \ / . |
/‘-J o \ % /
~3 / / / \ ‘
{ / \ /
O - V V \ |
|
| - —] L — )
i Do mmpier thah e new B Sergie Wricage
Boneo Vichers Usdink Sycaem. Al lest e B Owick assomily
and fnding become at Gavy 45 ARC B Lighowesght Det song
Just put tevo Mes J0gether, e in The [Fad) B Cornot become unhdad whon surpended
and Unibni 13 readly $0r off'Car econOmaisl use B Whispet guiat in use
Check Press Undink acvanianss @ Namarokders sde 0N sady and teman by N SOLHON
sgairat your clfice system 8 Tconomical gren

and sen haw you can Benefil B Completely vaidle, $09y-10-1058 namehaiden
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RONEO VICKERS

LATERAL FILING

(VLRI mmm \.

l
|
|

——————— el E

_

What I did was to construct a simple wooden frame, and then attach curtain runners
onto it. Onto the curtain hooks, by way of paper clips, I attached files, into which I put
my papers. I filled part of the shed with these - never quite rivalling the quantity above,
and later modified them to hang below a wallpaper hanging table when we moved to
London. In effect I had created a cheap, easy to move set of filing cabinets - which
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were only later replaced when I moved to Cambridge in 1971 for my first real job, with
real metal filing cabinets, of which I accumulated about ten in the end.

Card index cabinets

Then there was the five-drawer metal filing cabinet of my first year as a postgraduate
student - in which I kept the mounting number of witchcraft cases, and also the small
index cards of the subject index (to be described later). It has five drawers and still
works very well - beside Sarah.

I must have felt that I needed more drawers, however, for by early 1966 and there is
the following addition to the system.

ot COLLETTS P 5100

ALPHINGTON HOUSE

el
: M( éz .
7 A J{ i Bl
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Typewriters

It 1s difficult to remember a time when not only did one type with a clumsy manual
type-writer, but that such devices were an expensive luxury. I think that I recount the
purchase of my first typewriter in my undergraduate period - and may mention the
make. There 1s quite a lot about my mother’s desire for a typewriter, and I may have
moved on during my postgraduate years to a new machine - it was not until the 1970’s
that I purchased my first electric - the trusty Smith-Corona. The increased legibility,
and better carbon copies, are an important part of the effect of the typewriter at this
period - so I shall include one suggestion that we were looking for new models.

WTYPEWRITERS
otk eoad il 'delt\vermsw un"“')lm

both good;
Free Typewriter
m.n(e ot lypewﬂter. so u {ou are thlnklns ol
buying one, ustrated (%
catalogue and be sure u! buyl g nm one which 31
suits you best, Prices terms shown.
Don't buy before ueelng lms unigue lmbll-
catlon—it’s  free nn§' ros., St.
gn'crlr&ws Street South. Bury Edmunds. ' PR |
u
® Typewriters, over nundred office. mxunnes":
at 118 £25 and £32 to clear. top quality, €
guaramaed. best makes only; easy terms ar- 5
nged. Ibans 'I'gp ur Centre ES)...
103 Victoria Street. St. Albans. Tel. 464

@ Portable typewriters from £17 HP “g
interest free. Ikrancls Typewrliers, 178 1- E‘
ham High Road, London, S.W.16. STR Olglge ’“
® Typewriters: Sale every Saturday ihis monih &
9 am.-5 p.m. Over fifty wonderful office
clearance bargams. £7 1o £16 guaranteed.
Easy lerms arran ed Delivery arranged. New o
portables £14.19.6. amazing value. St. Albans

Typewriter Centre " (ES), 14083 Victoria Sl.ree‘;

pewriters, e ten bargains £25. 4
gr:t'erably personal ca'llers St. Albans Type-
writer Centre, 103 Viciorla Street, S|. Albms I

Puone 50464. ',.
Brand m.w Brlush pnrlable ()pewruers lsullg

ln packing box), 13gns. WOO

® Bluebir Somalre

ful Lnndn o
Py

World famous

lv?s” tore,
oW Do ables £7.7 o.,.

brand new port.

on si
o Ty wrllgr for sale, first class condition, £7
Grove, Peckham, S.E.15. |

7-day Money B.ack Guarantee
TRADE ENQUIRIES ALSO WELCOME

A.B.C. Typewriter Co,
51 Ilandﬂml Street,
London
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Calculators and computers and other statistical devices

As I began to gather in the hundreds of witchcraft cases in Essex, and notice that
they had a number of variables which I would like to cross-tabulate - for example age,
sex, religion, geography, time, I began to wonder whether there were not devices which
would help me with this. I went to see the Oxford computing service and they said that
with only 500 or so cases and perhaps ten variables for each, 1t was not worth thinking
of using a computer - which was very crude anyway at that time. But that I might use
some other semi-computer form of device such as edge-punched cards.

So I started to do this. There was a system called ‘Cope-Chat’ cards, which I now
discover was short for the Copeland-Chatterton Company, which made cards. You
punched the edges and used something like a knitting needle to lift out cards which had
not had the edges punched - or vice versa. The system 1s described 1n the scans below.
I remember spending a lot of time putting all the cases into the centre of the cards -
and I think I did the same with the statistical work for my second Ph.D. on the
Gurungs. But I don’t think that it helped greatly. As with computers later, by the time
one had done all the tedious work of assembling the materials, one already had worked
out the rough answer - but perhaps that 1s the function, to slow down and systematize
thought.

Anyway, here 1s a little of the evidence for this activity - an expensive one in terms of
my total research budget at the time and an indication of my desire to tinker with new
technologies which would pervade my life. I bought one thousand cards - so may have
had some left over for my second Ph.D.

Here 1s the description of how it worked:
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(OPE-CHAT ——

The COPELAND-CHATTERSON Co. Ltd.

GATEWAY HOUSE, 1. WATLING STREET, SO AT
TELEPHONE :

Ciry, 2im4s/n. LONDON, EC. 4. -

TUOLAGH < CANDrw
con-cuv.“'::on. L pecon

LONDON. LEEDS

ATOISTERED OFFICE Svenpoos.
AN Wone s THE PAVAMCUNT HAN. _PITATSD ManCHERTIR
STROUD. GLOS. - ST e — v;m

PUNCHLD CA:D SO TING SYST S

Paramcunt Cards are punched with a series of
holes along one or more ecdges. Each hele represents an
iten of information anc is identified by either = numbered
or lettered code., When the reguired information has been

oentered on the card the relevant hole is slotted with a
pair cf nippers similar to Ticket Collector's nippers. f
Slotting consists of making the AL e L L

closed holes inte open 'V' shaped A

slots, Trus, when a necedle is - % ? %‘gg ? ? 2
inserted through a batch of cards @
anc the batch is raised, thosze (o]

cards wiici have been sloited at
the needle position will fall away.

MARNY

Slotted Card F

; When sorting, the most satisfactory results are
obtained by toking a convenient hand-full of cards and
using the free hand to contrcl the cards which fall out.
Selection is quick and accurate; approximately one
thousand cards can be needled through any one position in
one minute,

FLEAIBILILZY

Any reasonatle size card or sheet can be used
either singly or made up in various ways. Books are made
for stores requisitions in which the Paramount duplicate
is torn out and the original retained. Similarly, in an
invoice set, Paramount is used to take care of analysis of
sales by line, territory, town or traveller, etc, In many
instances a Paramount card foris the last copy of & set,

MACHINE ACCOUNTING EQUIPNENT
THE PARANOUNT CARD SORATING EYETEM
VISIBLE INDEX AND STRIP INDEX EQUIPMENT

CONTINUOUS STATIONENY
PULL.AWAY 2ETE
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DRAWING Mo

‘o008 i0 e
T 42 7e 2

Tt ) g

B i e e

And my order:

TELEPHONE

REGD. OFFICE & WORKS

Mr Alan Macfarlane,

COPE-CHAT
Soptoms

THE COPELAND-CHATTERSON CO. LTD

STROUD. GLOS

; ../ VT T
|
W N 3l Se 8 c'Q’ ﬂa et
v : = PN | XN ON Samres &l
g g 1y $ 9 i : e
00NN ey N ‘ .
L ~ |
L) a1 \ L)

TELEGRAMS

Field Head. 7 Ut o Sunds,
Nr Ambleside. 4 Lotter,13.2. 66,
Westmorland. / oun =er. goge) .
© Wym3-66.
A/
g L0/L/Rish
INVOICE
— = y : — . £
1,000, 5-7/8" x 4" Standard ParmouncPCa!ds. 5 |4 10
Ref.F,3, 1 hdlo
1 PFaramount and Nipper. iz o
P S -
1. L.H Faramount Sorting Needle 619 o

sent ren Post saceeo s 1,Farcel.
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Another element in statistical work 1s some basic arithmetic which 1s now routinely
done using pocket calculators. I don’t think I could possibly have had one - though I
would dearly have loved to and remember my delight when suddenly they became very
cheap. Given inflation, a calculator, such as the one in the advertisement I cut out,
would have cost well over a thousand pounds n today’s money.

4 function + — S =
1 Accumulating Memory

Digits in dt§p\§y .
:‘\(:%)ns?ant mulylpllcatlon,
flow arithmetic =
; @ Automatic decimal poi

(= only
U-UAL\T ; -‘ service facilities.

e. Nationwide I o
12 monihe et ot absolutely dehghted,fere% 45
Refund guarantee S e 7 days O

i da :
ULl sdlaer lmSend cheque with order, or writé to:

TD.Dept:3
LECTRONICSIL 7
EZE ;["iégss Street, Manch;:lt?rohg:. 22?:001. Simila

r machines sell at £175

Duplicators

This was the period before the Xerox revolution. One had to think before one
wrote a letter as to whether a copy was necessary - afterwards was too late. Fortunately I
early realized the importance of copy-keeping, and much of my account of the period
from undergraduate Oxford onwards rests on the carbons I kept of what I thought
would be important letters. I have learnt from recent enquiries that retrieving the letters
I wrote to others during those years 1s almost (there 1s one big exception) impossible -
even my mother only kept some of my letters.

Yet duplicators using chemicals were just starting to become available, and below 1s a
leaflet for some early devices. The local agent was in Oxford, so it must have been from
these postgraduate years.

I did buy a cheap device in 1967 (I could not have afforded any of those n the
llustration) and found it moderately useful - it depended on some chemicals and was a
bit slow and messy, but I remember feeling very exciting that I could make copies.
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dyeline process papers and

Skycopy rotary dyolkine machines wi

materials

ler, is spocially design

in OMices or Works requiring

e yot faithiul copies. Accuracy

omy—simplicity

~

your local dealer:

STm PHOTOCOPYING MACHINES

avinting ares 1WU° x V04, LS

A more ambitious 1dea was to self-publish by buying a very small press. The
advertisement, from my favourite magazine, comes from a couple of years later, and 1

don’t remember ever proceeding to such publishing until very recent experiments with
the web.
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GET INTO =

PRINT/ X -
;58 1
EXTRA N
CASH <2

WHILE YOU FOLLOW
THE MOST INTERESTING \§
HOBBY OF ALL ‘

All over the world ambitious men and women ﬂ DA" n

e Han "been calied ™ the  warid's most

Bl 5 Dt Bwis e PRINTING. MACHINES
=5 Sumtamer tor printed materiat. sun s« REAL PRINTING MACHINES
i, S, S T Sty

n‘rrx.:r':-aasl::h'wlm the Increasing supply Your SOLD D‘RECT TO
1ex! door neighbour. your oearest church,

DCal t)uxlpe-.sseg; shops—all are constan! users You

Jow mamy woula weicume e nels ot 5 tome AT MANUFACTURERS PRICES
rinter with an ADANA * Have saved my

Society £200 1 "—A.D C.. manchester - Am No Middleman's Profits!

eiing more work than 1 can cope with e

7¢
/s

R

D $.K Reading. * A very lucrative business ™ initial outlay is SMALL compared
=ghe-L IR, Chamive. = Hare bullt op SELLING. DIRECT TO THE PUBLIC
R - R W7
Don't envy these successful people IS SHEER sOLID VALUE FOR
—be one of them ! MONEY !

The new ADANA
“ Five Three ”

FREE i mere is ao oviisa.

£10.15.0 ton, but you will be let nto the secret
“ The Lattte of this wonderful hobby and how
Wonder » ADANA users have built themselves

up very profitable spare-time

tions. Write now to

ADANA (Printing Machines) Ltd.
(EM33), 15/19 CHURCH ST.,

TWICKENHAM, MIDDX.
(Heaa Office and Matn Showrooms)
Phome 01-892 3655 for detafls

Callers Welcome: Open Sats. unth 4. (E C. Tues.)
Lomdon Branch . 8 Gray's tnn Road W.C.2
(Closed 12.30 Saturdaws)

Slide projectors and microfilm

One of my break-throughs was to realize that the microfilm revolution could be
made available to me. Normally, as I describe n letters, proper microfilm readers were
prohibitively expensive and I would not have been able to microfilm parish registers
and other materials and work on them in the Lake District. But if the microfilm, being
35mm, was cut into pieces and put in slide mounts, then it could be projected on my
shed wall or in the house. This is how I managed to start the first three-village study
with the help of my sister Anne and my parents. I don’t have the advert for such
machines, but describe its purchase and use 1 my letters. Later it was to be adapted for
work on other villages and Josselin’s Diary in particular.

Dictation machines

I think there 1s a certain amount in the letters about another important innovation - the
use of tape-recorders. I do have, I have just discovered, one tape (which is damaged)
with something like ‘Anne - parish registers’ on it. What I did then, and much more
later, was to help the deciphering of documents by myself and my family by reading the
document mto a tape-recorder, and then typing from that. I just used a normal tape-
recorder (which was also much used for recording music etc). I did not have anything as
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sophisticated as a proper dictation machine until the 1970’s - so the advertisement
below was either from later, or just a dream.

Grundig's record breaking personal
tape recording machine that weighs a,
mere 14 ozs. The Electronic Notebook
fits in a pocket, car glove compart-
ment or handbag. Single button
control lets you talk or play back
as you wish. You can record

45 minutes dictation on the EN3
and it can be transcribed by a typist
or re-recorded on a Stenorette

Supplied with zip-up case.
Dimensions : 63" x 2§ x 1§——
Weight: 14 oz Price 23 gns

The new Grundig EW3 is the smart,
efficient transcription unit for the EN3.
Just put an EN3 cassette in place,
switch on, adjust the volume and you
can type from the recording as from a
Stenorette. Gives all the advantages of
a bigger, more expensive machine
Dimensions : 8" x 55" x 21"

Weight : 44 Ibs (with cassette) Price 29 gns

Two other related technologies are worth appending.
One was some interest I showed n a quasi-statistical, or at least logical, method, called

‘Critical Path Analysis’. I remember thinking this might help m analysing my witchcraft
cases, but did not get much further than the thought. Here is the method:
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It’s all very well drawing pretty diagrams.
The question is, does Critical Path Analysis work?

- [

-

‘ N J e wanted to automate our hot mill. A big job— £z2} million. And a?
new one—there were no rules. .

So the mmwhow«egolnglodothcjobgoﬂogemenndmtedou
a Critical Path Analysis.

About goo separate jobs were involved. They had to be done in a
certain order and to a time limit. That meant goo little Critical Path
arrows. And yards of print-out from our newest computer, All the work
listed and timed in its logical sequence. It was a beautiful schedule. '

(C.P.A. works best with complex jobs. And the computer takes care
of the tedious arithmetic. Together, they cut out the bottlenecks whkh
waste materials and men’s time.)

Then our schedule ran into a problem: we wanted to close the mill m
June to install automation equipment. But customers’ demands for steel
made us keep going until August. Would this ruin ourautomation plans?

We ran the C.P.A. through our computer again and it re-scheduled all
900 jobs. But it showed we could still keep the original finishing date!

To deal with situations like this and to keep the whole operation on
the move, we revised our schedule regularly. This flow of reliab{e
information from the computer enabled us to meet our target dates,

C.P.A. has proved its worth in automating our hot mill and in other
complex jobs. We shall be using it even more in the future, '

Critical Paths for Beginners

C.P.A.(Critical Path Analysis) is
» hod of doing dex jobe in
alogical way This is how it warks:
first, break down the job into ita

P stepe. Rep each
step by an arrow (the length of
thia doesn't matier). Show by
your arrows how jobe Inter-relate
(e.x. ‘A’ muat be done before 'C
which must come after ‘B').

Thesn give each arrow & time
value. Your Network Analysis
chart will sow show a sories of

chain 18 the Critical Path--be-
osuse this Setermines the total
length of the job. All the jobs on

this path must be carried out in
the allotted thme. Many of the
others will have ‘spare time' be-
caune thay can be domo more rap-
idly than the Critical Path job.
S0 you can read of the maxi-
mam time for the whole job and
the pointe at which you will need
certaln resources. Yoo can juggle
these—acoording to whether time
or cost ix the more important,
Once et ap, the whole logical
frame-work can be instantly
adapted by compater to Accom-
modste variables. Thisis the most
important advantage of C.F.A,
Your pian 15 alwaye up to date.
Both management and wérkern
Enow exactly what has to be done
~and when, Both men and equip-
mant can be employed with maxi-
mam efficiency.
C.F.A. 1s pot Just & pretty péc-
tare. it pays.

THE STEEL COMPANY OF WALES LIMITED

The other concerned maps and mapping. A good deal of my Essex witchcraft work
depended on various attempts to place people on maps, and I became nterested n
duplicating maps. Here 1s part of an attempt to produce some maps.
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Tl PAPEA S8 LUITARLE FOR DPIUING 1DIAZOLMIFROOUCION

E.N. MASON & SONS LTD

COLCHESTER - ESSEX - ENGLAND

¥Mr. A. Macfarlane,

Telephane Colchester $1%1 Telograms: Archgh Colheser

YOuUR A,

oun aer, RL/TR/203/5/025

’

Tth Jaruary, 1966,

Pileld Head, — .;
Outgate, D
¥r. Azbleside, ™ 3
Weatsorland, 3.4-’
v
Dear Sirs,
-
¥We thank you for your letter of the 4th Jemuary and are
" Flokoed to inforeryourrrtTee-ie o
plans from tracings, bty the C FrOCesses.
Unfortunately, you omitted %o state the sisze, type or
mmber of drawings 20 that we are umable %o give you s quotation but
this we will be pleaned to do on receipt of thias information.
We can normally copy up to 40" in width by axy length by
the dyeline process.
We hope that we ngy look fgrward to your further
instructicns in due course.
Yours faithfully,
for E, N, MASON & SONS LIMITED.
“M?.m Aves faid Tim Ve d Qv-.ﬁr-*vu L LR R x-u Wnrba Owvmncs Rosd.
m-'u«m m’t‘tll-nl m’uuu—; Dete W00 1 Frowt
”L‘.."-':"Jmf:'.""“ s S e s e 3 et ! o-"-".‘:..'.,'k;..«
A VENESTA COMPANY
//
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4/4/66 Pield Head,
Cutgate,
Nr.Ambleside,
Westmorland.

Dear 3ir,
I enclose a tracing of an Essex tithe
map. I would like two Diazo copies made (I am
not sure whether it would be best onto Deltalyne or
Masonblack etc - I leave this to your discretion).
1 apologise for the fact that the tracing is onto
separate pieces of paper, this was distated by
the size of the tracing paper. I imagine that
you can put the whole map onto one sheet. I
would like the maps one on'Postal Lightwight
Medium Paper, the other on 'Airmail Stout Paper'.
The size would obviously be the smallest size
onto which the whole map would fit.
“By the same process could you please malke
six copies of map I. and two copies of map. II.
I realize that the paper may not be suitable
for map I1.A11 these onto the 'Postal Lightwéight',
Are you able to make copies onto tracing
paper 7
I look forward to bhearing from you and
will send payment when I am informed of the price
of the above copies.

Yours faithfully,

Alan Macfarlane.

Staples 1s Heaven

Later in my life I became a great fan of the Office Furniture emporium ‘Staples’ and
loved wandering around buying gadgets, much to my family’s amusement. This was the
later development of a love of all kinds of devices which helped me to organize and
access the growing archive which 1s now spilling onto the pages. It seems appropriate
therefore to end with an example of my love as expressed in the advertisements I
snipped out of ‘Exchange and Mart’ at that time.
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OTHER POEMS - postgraduate period
1963
I don’t know why I was visiting the Radcliffe hospital on 19 October 1963. But it
seems to have mspired me to a short poem - which has echoes of another piece of
writing as an undergraduate, reacting to pain in a hospital. (It 1s clearly heavily

influenced by Yeats).

Radcliffe. 1963. Oct 19 . On seeing a girl on a trolley.

I saw a face I had not seen before
Fair flushed with pains bright roses,
Eyes staring open as the trolly bumped
Hair falling on the harvest pillow.
Breasts rising in the shrouds.

And all the starlight wonder & the sun
Streaming through the evening leaves
Seemed a madness in this drifting
World where restless moanings

And the stale drab deaths

Sneers across the dusty field

And drags us sobbing to the grave.

It looks as if it was on the same evening that I wrote a poem to a girl.

On Autumn & Helen  19.10.63

Rich in the blazoned attics of my mind
Mid store of pomp & heralds gold

I choose fine emblems to remind
Thee of the glory that grows cold.
Deep in the warmth of wintered woods
Asleep 1n their coats of ice & snow
Stand the oak-trees in their hoods
‘While the bitter winds do blow.

All the joy and all the pain

Through this autumn world of leaves
Gathers in the human frame

Binds our thoughts as thick as sheaves
And the timeless moan of song

That beats breathless in my soul
Pours the drift of death along

Into winter’s starving bowl.

1964
26.7.64

To be poised m and out of time.
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To feel stll uncertain of the movements

Of things, to feel unsure that the rose will ever die.
To kiss the rose and not to know goodbye.
To hear music 1n the silences

And the distant trumpets of a loftier moment
When all the majesty, all the misery

Of this world gathered itself to a greatness
And struck in fury and pain on the rock
Thrilling the far moment with its spray

Its lights, and dancing desires and

The sound of bells in the deep.

This 1s the stillness in the storm

The unravelled moment of the poet

The affirmation that ‘all 1s well’,

And answering voice in the dark.

Not an answer to a query

Not a certainty amidst doubt

Not even shelter but a certain

Timelessness.

[There is a quote ‘all is well” as well as other allusions to T.S.Eliot’s Four Quartets
here]

Scan of the above as an example:
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To Antonia

4/11/64

It is not easy to rhyme to you;

Beauty cannot be mvoked for your
Beauty 1s still a mystery unknown

Too passing even for the leaf to notice.
It is a recollection of eyes & hair

Set n a childish candour of innocence,
Of level eyes & golden hair

And the rapture of a shared smile.
Your grace of movement and

Our serious concentration are your art.
I remember this; but no more.

Nor can Love be wooded

In all its melancholy meaninglessness,

For the love 1

have 1s all
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For the shadow princess in

My own soul and not for you.

And what 1s Truth? Is it true

That this day 1s lonely, and that

Spring buds grow in the midst of

Autumn leaves, 1t 1s sure

That mudst the last fine fire

Our hearts & souls will remain unquenched? All that I
Can offer 1s the still, sad, Musings of a love-lorn
Wight, a glimpse into the

Formless, shapeless complexities

Of a restless child who seeks

To hold your hand and gaze

In terror at the darkening night.

As I set off, presumably to the Lake District (or London) I jotted down the following.
Waiting in a bus - Walton Street 13/12/64

Rhodedendrons brushed the waiting bus
A backscreen to the little play

The winter sky which had sucked all

The colours, carried Salvation Army carols
And the scent of soaked fields

Of the full brown river

Across the slates.

Listless conversation mingled with Bach
Nostalgia merged with emptiness

And a group of youths sidled, watching
How the collections for the band were treated.
The whole world seemed caught in

That restless web, of Yeats’ poems on my
Knee, the clink of counted change

The moment of children being guided

To their seats. All the complexity

The crowded unmeaning

The silence of the babble of men

Seemed to come into that

Waiting bus.

On my twenty-third birthday, I wrote a poem as follows.

20/12/64  Birthday

How can one reach through the sticky sentiments

Of Christmas, the mock loneliness, the prettiness and trivia

To something permanent and true; man’s eternal search

Seems again important. And as I write the faces of the many dead
Rise through the forests of beauty to sing

That in the depths and bitterness of winter
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And i the snow and cold

And in the tears that have mixed with the dirt
Of station platforms and through the vomit
And blood of a thousand hospitals

Where the ulcered and lepered lie
Screaming curses on their god

As he tears the brain and paints

The heavens with the cloth of gold

And pulls the trees across the sky

The graves and the beggars on the pavement,
The movement of young girls, the sugared
Voice of mock pop singers, the bitterness

Of hurt lovers all these merge into

The agony and laughter that we know.

To feel velvet and to know the cold wind

To abandon the pen and let the sore

Heart moan to the moon: to feel that

Death rides each shadow and that laughter
Pulls back from the machine-given.

We cannot hold one another

Cannot compromise, nor fight,

Cannot feel nor think though we sneer

And scoff at other’s who walk in humility

In their sorrow. And here I stand in my
Mock despair, no older, no deeper, no
Nearer God or Man, eaten up with myself
Slobbering before the feast of fame

And self-importance and yet groaning
Awestruck before the majesty of man’s inconsequence
Horror at the balloon of ignorance & prejudice
On which we dance. Sleep on in your cosy
Irresponsibility or give and lose, suffer and
Shout and dance into the rolling years.

Pour your soul into God’s bucket or man’s
Pocket and let the wind numb the body

And man’s whip, to scar your timid flesh.
Laugh and stand on Christ’s side in the
Infinite tragedy of this deep folly.

[Stirring stufl!]
1965

This was perhaps the time I was attending the Trypanis poetry meetings, for at the
top of the sheet on which these few lines were written are some notes on how to write
poetry - elementary stuff. The poem itself, it appears, was wirrten during a seminar in
January 1965 - the seminar was run by A.C. Crombie, the Historian of Science.

Winter’s trumpet clashes from the sea-shore rocks
Throwing the wind up to the stars.
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Now the night flows across the hills

And the night-birds roam, through the silent wood
The raven swarms cloud the darkened moon

And the brooding vampire sinks the death-gasp groan
Where the splendid stick of the lightnings flash
Light, and then darkens the castles black.

Slowly change moves in on our mind
The morning, evening, sorrow’s own
Then the vision goes and you flounder on
And the bells toll no more in the ???P? sea.

I find m a letter in December 1964 that I wrote to my parents:

I got round to going to see Jill (Celia's niece) yesterday, or at least I found the
Catholic Worker's College where she lives at Boar's Hill and found that her second
name (which I'd been unable to read) is Walker. I've invited her to coffee.

So it may have been that I tried to visit her again and the following poem was partly
inspired by the anticipated, or achieved, meeting.

Catholic Workers College. Reflections 15/1/65

And if I had woven a web of fire

For the blue and the gold of autumn days
For the blood that mingles with the mire,
For the passionate depths of lost mystery plays
Or if I had sought through the forest shade,
Catching the stars of the weeded sun
Running or staring at the monstrous glades
Pulling the moss where the wild deer run

I had found a house of dream-grey stone
Where the birds sang down in their streams
And the music of water and of distant foam
And of hights and drams

But I cannot move in the magic wood

It’s depths turn to slabs

And the trees turn to tombs

Where the factories jolt up and stagger
Heaving on their oceans of sand.

And all that was fresh that was young

That was pure, sinks in the sound

Of the lute

And all that I hear in the cold of this night
Is the distant flute

Et 1t pour, let it come.

Let the song roar & run

Let the winds on moor blow free
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But the empty house, with wainscot & mouse
No longer contains me.

For I move m a world of a different dram
Hard and noisy, good & clean

Where the mind leaps around

From mound to mound

Digging and delving and sorting.

I am split in two

So what shall I do?

You see I laugh at myself,
So do you!

There are obvious allusion again to Elliot (Wainscot and Mouse). The end is
mteresting - the final recognition of a split, a division, between the older poetic, unified
self, and the new filing-system, researching, self.

I was a member of a poetry circle, as mentioned, organized by Constantine Trypanis. 1
felt a bit of a fraud, and particularly when we were encouraged to bring a recently
written poem to the group. I remember sitting miserably with a heavy cold (which 1
describe m a letter on 28th February to my parents as following:

“I've been shghtly hampered in my pursuit of her by having an awful cold - one of the
most intense I can remember. It only lasted 3 days but I got through half-a-dozen
handkerchiefs & 2 and a half toilet rolls in no time. It's nearly gone again thank
goodness.”)

I was in the Radcliffe Camera, waiting to go to a meeting of the circle and expected to
write a poem. So, in desperation I wrote (on two Bodleian book order slips) a poem -
about having a cold. (I seem to remember that some of the group quite liked it!) The
start, of course, mirrors “T’he cormorant or lesser shag, lays its eggs in a paper bag...’

A cold. 22/2/1965

The influenza or the common cold
Grows lushly in human mould.

The reason is, I'm sure you’ll see,

It takes us for a rat or flea.

And then the swimming lights,

The hotness stretching up mto the brain,
The trickling, treacling & tenderness

Of burnt flesh round the nose,

Smeared with moisture & rubbed sore by damp rags.
The drug-handkerchief complex -

The descent into magic & pills

Rituals with bottles and jars

The loss of interest in all ideals

In beauty, sex, thought all

Except when the damn thing will stop.
God pulffs out in a sneeze

Woman evaporates in a wheeze,
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Purposive intellect moans to a standstill

And friends become enemies

Because they fail to ask us how we are.

‘Winds which before shook our fancy into shaking Shakespeare into shaking the darling
buds of May’

Now beat, break through and cut raw rust of our reddened face.

Sleep which before slipt, slid and sealed the casements of our souls, now bubbles,
claustrophobia, crumpled-sheet * distracted upon us.

We are turned from men,

Mature leaders of a giddy world

Into mouls [?moles], mooning our self-pitying way back into our mother’s laps.
Perhaps the influenza was right?

As an example of fevered composition, here 1s the original manuscript, suitable stained
with drips...
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At present, the last poetic outpouring which I have saved was written on 19th April
1965.
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On 21st April I wrote to my parents.

“My one burst of social life was on Easter Sunday. After Easter communion in the
beautifully decorated church & a chicken-lunch I was driven over to Troutbeck by Jane
(Byrne) & spent the afternoon watching the Beatles & others (the session Anne went
to). Then cocktails at Anne Johnson's - where we met Bill Critchley etc etc & back for a
select party at Jane's till 2 p.m.” I presumably mean 2 a.m., and one result was

Jane’s kitchen after a party

Sausage frying and safely tabled toast,

A few half empty glasses

To remind one of the party,

Impatient children eating left-over
Faster eggs, nests of bright pebbles
Held in the hollow of chocolate.

All these disassociated images,

Caught in a web of the Beatles spinning
And tugging one gently back into life,
Faces drift from yesterdays,

Stalking into the kitchen of my mind
On cat feet, playing with my affections
As with a dead vole - and then all

The splendour of a peacock’s

Tail - shot through with all the

Fury of emotion aroused, of sand
Streaming across the mountains
Shaping the waterfalls into rainbows
And the trees fermenting in the ground,
Spring’s wine oozing into the soup

Of summer. When will the ??P?

Come so that the sleep will be shaken
And the trumpet sound.

‘When will the splendour of a thousand
Golden days enrich again our shifting skies
And all the summer of youth & innocence
Drown itself in the greater glory of

The Word Revealed when Christ

Shall fall from the Cross and let

His soul’s agony stain the flowers?
Then shall the mountains leap

And the heavens spark beauty,

Then shall the sons of man speak

An unutterable humility, and the
Broken limbs shall be mended.

Slowly, slightly the skies sombre
Fulfillment pulls the light down

It’s back, revealing breasts and thighs of ivory, long-combing back
It’s hair of light; pressing with
Iris-tender hands the smothering
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Cries of our fevered brows.

Asleep the strong find themselves
Chained by the fire of Old forests,
Caught by their muscles in a band
Of blood, which flows down through
Their eyes and catches and tugs at
Their restless minds. I saw

The ecstasy breaking down through
The farms, rolling the trumpet
Through the boulders, and the
Sand of the seven riders. High
Above the thunder, and the

Moving of deep-down Ewil. The
Splitting open of wounds, the appalling
Scream of shells and the batteries
Of force engage and maul,

And then the stillness of

Infinite distance and the tenderness
Of sunlight on music, of water
Blending into the leaves and

The reflections, catching long
Tresses of hair, and wide eyes
Reflecting naked feet and long limbs
And I felt hands stealing through
Sand; the gradual pouring out of
Desire; and when the wind dropped
The lake was completely still

And your heart in mine enfolded.
The contflict for a moment

Higher than the mountains and
Hidden from eyes i the deep moss
At a tree’s foot.

[A strange semi-poem indeed, and a suitable ending to my poetic career - if it was the

last poem, filled with my usual mixture of borrowed 1deas, obvious battles between sex
and religion etc. A psycho-analyst’s paradise no doubt!]
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