








he rugged, unearthly beauty of the "Roof of the

world" and its rich Buddhist tradition has
captivated countless travelers down the centuries.
Now open to outsiders, travel here is still restricted
and your "tour" has to be arranged by a local
operatar. Nevertheless, a journey to Tibet truly
surpasses one's wildest imagination.

Discover the grandeur of this mysterious land on our
fixed-date {or private) departures. We have the trip
to suit your time & interests, from the classic 4-day
fly-in-out tour of the Forbidden City to a 2 12 week
trans-Himalayan mountain bike journey from Lhasa
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to Kathmandu. Qur partnership with quality
operators in Tibet ensures hassle-free travel and an
unforgettable experience. Explore the remote, exotic
cormners of this fascinating country on our unigue
itineraries — the magnificent Namtso Bird Sanctuary,
Namche Barwa and the holy Mt. Kailash & Lake
Manasarowar. Call, fax or e-mail us for more
informaticn or faxed literature.

—
Wayfarers Pvt. Ltd.,, WOYfClrerS =@
PO Box 1209, Kathmandu. adventure travel Himataya
e-mail: wayfarer@mos.com.np
Tel: (+977 1) 417 176, 229 110 Fax: 245 875

WE ARE AROUND YOU

ALL THE TIME FOR YOUR
TRAVEL NEEDS

For further details please contact:

Travels & Tours (P) Ltd.

P.O. Box 10517, Aeroflot Building, Kamaladi
Kathmandu, Nepal.
Tel: 223219, 247058 Fax; 977-1-225875

AFTER OFFICE HOURS:
Tel: 373485 Fax: 977-1-373468

CONTACT PERSON:
Manoj Sharma
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It is often the N
LITTLE UNNAMED THINGS
we do, that we are

remembered = e
most for. o T 2@

HOTEL
GARUDA PVT. LTD.

G.P.O. BOX. 577, THAMEL, KATHMANDU, NEPAL
TEL: 416776, 41634G, 414766

FAX: (977-1-} - 413614, 472390

(i e-mail: garuda@maos.com.np

URL: http:/www.travalnepal. com/Molel/garudasindax. html




On-line Nepal

The rechristened Himal's critical
assessment ol the Internet and
netizens in South Asia sheds light
on the "in thing” on information
technology in India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka (January
1998). But disappointingly, though
Himal is published [rom Nepal,
except [or just a mention in
Shahidul Alam's piece of Sanjeev
Rajbhandari, the so-called "Mr
Internet" of Nepal, nothing was said
about the Internet and netizen
happenings in Nepal. 1 hope this
note will serve to make up lor the
shortcoming.

At present, in Nepal, there are
three 15ps (Internet Service Provid-
ers), namely Moscom, World Link
and ccsL, which are providing full-
fledged competitive Internet
services. And prospects are that the
number of 15ps in Nepal will shoot
up, with the ever-increasing
demand [or Net connections and
with the government getting ready
to become more flexihle on its
Internet policy. There's also the
possibility of subsidising the
satellite connection charge.

Moscom also runs a cybercafe in
downtown Kathmandu by the name
Cybermatha Cale. Besides this,
there are a number ol other food
and drink joints that provide
“savour-and-surl" services. There is
also an email news service called
the "Daily News Advisory" lor
subscribers, And commercial
enterprises providing email services
charged by the byte are lound in
many towns of Nepal.

As for adoption of the Internet
by (DNGOs in development commu-
nication in Nepal, to cite an
example, International Centre lor
Integrated Mountain Development
(1ciMOD) has both Intranet and
Internet to [acilitate development
communications within the
organisation and with outside
partners. ICIMOD's several electronic
networking programmes like the
"Mountain Forum" {in collabora-
tion with The Mountain Institute,
West Virginia, and the International
Potato Centre, Lima), the "Asia
Pacific Mountain Network” and the
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"Electronic Network for Sustainable
Mountain Development in the
Hindu Kush-Himalayas", are some
of the initiatives that advocate and
communicate [or sustainable
mountain development at the
global, regional as well as subre-
gional/national levels.

About the criticism in some of
the.articles that the Net is accessible
only to the elite and to donor-
lunded (13NGOs ol South Asia,
would like to invite the writers o
visit the websites ol the 1)NGOs.
There is no denying that the
majority of the South Asian masses
still do not have access to basic
means ol communications like
telephones (forget the Net). But
that's exactly why some of the
(INGOs have striven to take initia-
tives to make the majority of
oll-line South Asians represented,
and their interests advocated via the
Internet through contributions to
newsgroups and discussion lists.

Kishor Pradhan

IcMoD, Kathmandu

Adoption pangs

In the December 1997 issue of
Himal, 1 read with great interest the
article "Saint Teresa, Not Quite" by
Vijay Prashad. This led me to hope
Himal would take up an enquiry on

K RISHNVAS CORNER,

how children [rom Mother Teresa's
orphanages are "given" (or "sold")
to European families {or adoption.

1 work as an educator in a home
in Switzerland for teenagers facing
family difficulties. Among the youth
we look alter, sometimes we get
young Indians who come here
through the Missionaries of Charity
orphanages. 1 have observed that
some ol these adoptions take place
outside of legal norms of both India
and Switzerland, but that is not my
main concern. The issues I want to
raise are the even more serious ones
of failed or difficult adoptions.

Usually, when adoptions do not
work out, [amilies seek the help of
social workers without understand-
ing that many of the problems
hegan before or [rom the very
beginning of the adoption. What
kind of counselling can cne give
young boys and girls who have been
uprooted [rom their countries but
have not struck roots in the host
country?

1 wonder what the adoption
process in India is. Are the children
and parents prepared for adoption?
What are the motivations and
expectations? Why does the
yearning [or their life belore
adoption continue? Are there "rites
of passage” to help them? These are




Vajra (literally--flash
of lightning), ts an
artists' cendominium,
a transit home for
many, providing a
base during months of
hibernation and
creative inspiration.
Its isolation, graphic
splendour and
peaceful ambience,
make an ideal retreat
from the clock of
pressure.
Ketaki Sheth
Inside Outside

Istayed a week at the
Vajra, by which time
1 had become so fond
of it that I stayed
another.
John Collee
The London Observer

in Kathmandu,
the Vajra

Swayambhu, Dallu Bijyaswori, PO Box 1084, Kathmandu
Phone 271545, 272719 Fax 977 1 271695




important matters that have to be
given greater prominence in the
adoption process.

Economics should not be the
deciding factor alone. An adopted
child may have a better life in
Switzerland than in the streets of
Calcutta, but unless he has been
better prepared for it, he may face a
great identity crisis when he grows
into a teenager. This is likely when
a child is physically, and perhaps
even psychologically, different from
his adoptive parents.

A child can never grow up
happily when he secretly nurses
memories ol his biological family.
And imagine how disappointed he
is likely to be when he goes back 1o
India and realises his memories are
highly idealised and much different
from reality. What about his shock
when he encounters the caste
system or even more traumatic,
when he is treated as an outcaste
because he may happen to come
from such a family?

The official age of a child is
sometimes lowered at the time of
adoption. That is done to help him
start at an appropriate level in a
European school. But this does not
take into account what happens
when the child turns 18 and he has
to remain among classmates who
are 14 or 15 years old. Sure, his
identity papers declare him to be
14, but biologically he is 18 - in
Europe an age when he legally
becomes an adult. According to law,
he has the right to take his own
decisions, to get married, to work
and to live independently, all
without the need to get his parents'
consent. And vet, officially, he
would still be a teenager totally
dependent on his parents. How can
he build strong moral values and an
identity when his official birth in
his adoptive country is the result
of a trick?

And the adoptive pavents? s
there enough of a background
check done on them to find out if
they fit into the norms and laws of
their own society? Can they offer
love and protection to the children
they plan to adopt? Do they have
sufficient [inancial resources? 1
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wonder if the Missionaries of
Charity investigate these matters
at all.

All these reasons beg that more
attention be given to the personal,
organisational and societal motiva-
tions that encourage Indians to give
up children for adoption and for
Westerners to take them up. What
part does Christianity play in it?
Who gains what with adoption?

This not-at-all exhaustive list of
problems are obviously not exclu-
sive to the homes of Mother Teresa.
The same could be said for children
from Africa, other parts of Asia,
Latin America and Eastern Europe.
it cannot be forgotten that charity
organisations and parents who go
for adoption take decisions con-
cerning human beings who do not
have the power to say 'no" and are
not listened to in any case.

All this is not to suggest that all
adoptions are unsuccessful. Rather
that it would he useful to learn from
unsuccessful adoptions to prevent
suffering for both the prospective
adoptive parents and the adopted
children.

Michel-Acatl Monnier

Geneva

Viva traveller

It's taken quite a while for your
July/August 1997 issue to reach me,
s0 even il it might seem a bit too
late, 1 would like to g
respond to a letter in it by
Stephen Bezruchka con-
cerning the "tourist vs
traveller” debate.

Bezruchka is entirely
right, in a way. We back- :
packing travellers do have a |
tendency te think of
ourselves as on-the-rough
travellers, eschewing fancy
meals, expensive beds, or
uppity transport while
away. We then go home and put up
websites about our travels or invite
friends over to see the Super-8
videos. How hypocritical!

Still, there's no ignoring the
positive aspects of being a "travel-
ler" rather than a tourist. By
deliberately staying away from
multinational hotels or chain

eateries, we travellers do help
support (in however small a way)
the regional economy and tradi-
tional businesses that orthodox
"tourism" can't even approach.

Are our visits hurtful or helpful
to local economies, habitats and
peoples? They can be either, and
they're often both. But I still think
that there is a difference between
"traveller" and "tourist". And
while we're all economically
better off than most of the people
we visit, we, the open-minded,
rucksacking travellers are enriched
more than "tourists" ever could
hope to be.

Jim Fortney

Editor, Big World Magazine

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Three kings

The last British viceroy referred to
the subcontinental Toyals as a
"bunch of nit-wits". Were he alive
today and had he picked up the
December 1997 issue of Himal, he
might admit they had evolved - into
stand-up comedians.

If the king of Nepal (as an avatar
of Vishnu) can grace a high-caste
Hindu gathering in Haridwar {pg
12), does that mean we can expect
him to attend (since the Buddha is
an avatar of Vishnu} the
downmarket Dalit rallies of neo-
Buddhists too?

And does the king

v« of Bhutan, so con-

B cerned to preserve the

Buddhist virtue of

compassion, fish for

| trout lest the cult of

| Machhendranath in

Nepal catch on

W {pg 38)?

. As for ex-Maharaja

J Karan Singh's

“| Kathopanishadic
exhortation for

humanity to regenerate itsell (pg

62), how are we common Indians

expected to understand that when

the best-selling (pg 8) Manusmrili

recommends that hot oil be poured

into our ears for making the effort

to learn Sanskrit?

Bill Aitken

New Delhi



SOUTHEAST ASIA

WOUNDED TIGERS

BROKERS ARE JUMPING off hotel balconies in
Hong Keng, In Thailand, the government has put
out a mental health alert. Suicide hotline switch-
hoards are jammed in Korea. Currencies have
become worthless (the value of the Indonesian
rupiah against the dollar plunged 80 percent in
four months) and stock markets are reeling.
Amidst the carcasses of East Asian tigers, there

is a frantic search [or somecne to blame.

for them ta rebound. Their agony will in all like-
lihood be prolonged.

What the Fund told the South Koreans to do
in rewurn for 60 billion dollars is exactly what it
told the Mexicans four years ago, even though
the situation in the two countries couldn't be
more different. The Rx is the same: balance your
budget, raise interest rates, restore price stability,
raise laxes, deregulate and limit money supply.
Koreans are thrifty, diligent and efficient, and they
are heing treated as il they are Latin American
CURRENCY laggards. . .

1O U5, The Asian "miracle”

STOCK DOLLAR . .
was not a miracle, it was

MARKET
-49.0% -65.9%

Op-ed pages are suddenly spiked with W aresultol many decades
we-told-you-so pundits. And the biggest of “Indonesia -'43.3”:_1_09&—4 of hard work, strong
these self-righteous sources ol unsolicited " iland M8 560  and often visionary

Thailan BT

advice is the International Monetary Fund

T 3D,
whose high priests till as late as June last Philippnes 29.8 0.1

leadership and devel-
opment priorities that

480

e

year were praising Thailand for getting Hongﬁo‘rj_gi_ﬁ_!“_j—aj emphasised invest-
things right. When, under speculator pres- Eﬁ;n{_ -230 149 ments in human re-
sure, the Thai baht tumbled in July and the IStates 18 na.  sources. ltwasalso the
contagion spread to neighbeours, the same W result ofa strong gov-
guys shook their heads and cluck-clucked. Eﬂﬂ,—”i*g‘_?r ernment role in push-
fFrom Seoul to Jakarta, on the hour every hour, Britain _ﬁ_f_,—'—~—_?1‘— ing expori-led
we watched on CnN Caucasians in heroic ties _]'Jl;;ico 6.5 ‘ growth. Washington

and suits offering multi-hillion-dollar bailouts
to sheepish central bank chairmen.

There was no allempt anymaore to SUpPpress
the victory dance of Western triumphalism - first
Communism, and now those upstart tigers that
were threatening us with all their ik of the Pa-
cific Century. The IMF is part of what is known as
the "Washington Consensus" and it would sur-

The IMF has only
one pill — it prescribes
aspirins for both
headaches and hernia.

prise anyore if it did not put the interests of its
OECD masters above everything else. The Fund
has only one pill - it prescribes aspirins lor both
headaches and hernia. The cenditionalities the
Fund has demanded and got from Indoncsia,
Thailand and Korea could actually make it harder

is out Lo prove that
this model, practised in Japan, Korea and Taiwan,
is infertor to its own dog-eat-dog market system.
Washington poured oil on the East Asian fire by
preventing Japan from acting early to stop the
Asian slide - for geopolitical reasons it wanted a
multilateral 1MF-led approach.

The East Asian meltdown was caused by cco-
nomic reforms not being accompanied by pru-
dent norms and financial supervision. Another
[actor was that a disproportionate share of finan-
cial capital inflows were in the [orm of short-term
foreign exchange spot transactions.

Just as the Asian iniracle was hyped - most
vociferously by Western votaries of unbridled
market - talk ol its crisis is also overblown. This
is a crisis of currency convertibility and should
not detract from East Asia's development achieve-
ments. In 1962, Thailand was at the same level
ol economic development as some South Asian
countries with 57 percent of its population liv-
ing below the poverty line. Today, that figure is
down to [ive percent. In Indonesia, the world's
fourth most-populous nation, the poverty reduc-
tion has been cven more dramatic.

So, let us not dismiss Southeast and East

Asia. There is a lot that they did which we
South Asians should emulate:

FEBRUARY 1998



- An early commitment to basic health and
education.

- Investment in agriculture and rural activity
which raised purchasing power and deterred
uncontrolled urbanisation.

- Opening up the markets, open trade and un-
shackling the economy with safety nets intact.

- Making the private sector the hub of
development.

The tigers did go asiray, notably by not
controlling cronyism and incestuous govern-
ment-husiness collusion, and hecause of
authoritarianism, lack of transparency and lax
bank regulations. The crunch, however, came
with their economies being left wide epen 1o
short-term currency speculators.

South Asia will be affected: wait tll our mi-
grant workers start being deported from Maiay-
sia, Thailand and Korea. But for now, what saved
us this time was our relatively unglobalised
economy. Poverty builds its own resilience. If you
don't rise, vou don't fall.

BHUTAN

TRIPLE TROUBLE

THERE WAS A time, until the mid-1980s, when
Bhutan was thought by many to be an exemplar
of a multi-ethnic nation at peace with itself. The
country's three communities - the ruling Ngalong
of the northwest, the large hut 'backward' Sarchop
of the east, and the {lately named) Lhotshampa
Nepali-speakers of the south - secmed to be mak-
ing a go at an amicable existence under the be-
nign rule of a Ngalong king.

That perceived idyll was shattered hy King
Jigme Singye Wangchuk's precipitate action of de-
populating the southern hitls of a good portion
of his Lhotshampa subjects at the turn of the de-
cade. Shangri 1.a was first sullied then. and now,
the intcrnational watchdog agency Amnesty In-
ternational has hlown the cover over another de-
veloping dark secret, the Thimphu establish-
ment's treatment of Sarchop dissidents.

The acumen of a coterie of sophisticated
English-speaking bureaucrats coupled with in-
dulgence on the part of the indian government
and a select group of international donors has
kept Bhutan from feeling the pressure of interna-
tional censure. The fact remains, however, that
on a worldwide scale Bhutan holds the dark
record of being the country that has evicted the
largest proportion of its citizens {about aseventh},
throwing them into the limbo of statelessness over
these past eight years,
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And last October came news {rom the east of
Bhutan of sit-ins, demonstrations and ‘posterings’.
Taking its time to confirm the reports, on 21 Janu-
ary, Amnesty relcased a report from 1London titled
"Crack-down on ‘anti-nationals’ in the east”. It
confirmed that Thimphu had reacted to the pro-
test in the east by arresting a large number of
people, mostly Sarchops: "Bhutancse authoritics
have in recent months arhitrarily arrested. tor-
tured and ill-treated scores of pro-democracy ac-
tivists in the east of the country. Those arrested
include dozens ol Buddhist monks. religious
teachers and young children."

While the Lhotshampa issue has been taken
primarily as a relugee matter. grave by itself, the
action against the Sarchop has highlighted more
directly the question of human rights. The activ-
isin in the east seems 1o have subsided with the
state's harsh reaction and the continued incar-
ceration of about 150 persons. But this only
means that the matter will fester. While earlier
there was only Rongthong Kunley Dorje, the
Sarchop leader who is at present in a Delhi prison
fighting extradition to Bhutan, King Jigme is now
well on the way to spawning more leaders op-
posed to him. Many of the Sarchops presently n
His Majesty's jails are monks.

In conversation, memhers of Thimphu's
Ngalong elites tend to reject suggestions that there
is any diflercnce hetween their own community
and the Sarchops. Rather. they preler to draw a
differentiation between the southern Nepali-
speakers and the northerners, made up of
Sarchops and Ngalongs. who are said 10 be "the
same’. Beyond even the question of why there
should be two names for the population groups
if they are so similar, the fact is that there is a

Now the
Sarchop?



distinct cultural division between these two
streams. one following the Kargyu path of Hima-
layan Buddhism in the west and the other the
Nyvingma path.

The challenge for King Jigme and his circle of
advisers now is not how to stay on top of things
as self-assertion and modermisation begin to rock
a thus-far tightly run feudal ship of state, but to
seek a quick remedial action in the political arena
keeping the future of Bhutan in mind rather than
personal ego, position and holdings. The suppon
of India and the adulation of western viPs so as-
siduously cultivated are not sound foundations
on which to build a Bhutanese {uture. This tiny
country of the eastern Himalaya must hold its
head bigh, self-conlident and sovereign. This will
never happen without the participation ol the
three communities.

It happens even in the most autocratic of so-
cieties; howseever small Thimphu's ruling estab-
lishment, there are doubtless scores of educated,
thinking Bhutanese whe [ret for the future and
feel that things should perhaps have heen done
dilferently and without the hubris that has over-
taken the country's rulers this past decade. And
as with all autecratic societies, such people tend
to keep their ideas 1o themselves, giving the rul-
ers a surfacial sense of support.

King Jigme is now
well on the way to
spawning move leaders

More than anything ¢lse. the intelligentsia of
Thimphu must keep in mind that Bhutan's situa-
tion is quite different from, say, that of
neighhouring Nepal, where the mubtiplicity of
communities makes a battle roval among com-
munities somewhat unlikely. Bhutan, on the ather
hand, has three sharply defined communities
among whom there exists a widening rift. There
is a clear and present danger of an unravelling.

A country with a tiny, self-centred elite is be-
ing asked to look into itself, make amends, and
produce a formula for the evolution of the
Bhutanese state from what it is to what it should
be. Can the rulers of Bhutan, the king himself,
the sister-queens and the royal in-laws, and the
dasho nobility who have ordered and tuple-
mented anti-people actions over the last decades
be expected to take the palliative all on their own?

BANGLADESH

DHAKA DEJA VU

KHALEDA ZIA OF the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (sNp) has declared that she will begin her
movement to dislodge Prime Minister Sheikb
Hasina of the Awami League after the Eid festival
in carly February. And after that, it will be hombs
and hartals ull Hasina {alls.

Taking a page out of the same movement
which led to her resignation may not display great
imagination but why interfere with success? Just
as the sitting prime minister never stepped into
the Sangsad {Parliament) afier taking to the
streets, Khaleda has alreacdy comnpleted her first
anniversary ol hoycott, and in numerous speeches
and announcements has said that she will return
only after the "autocrat is overthrown”.

Both Hasina and Khaleda, of course, believe
their causes to be noble enough to deserve turn-
ing the Parliament impotent. Each has a cause
that is big and visionary enough te bring the
country to a standstill. Hasina did it with aplomb
during the anti-sxr movement when Bangladesh
essentially stopped for over two years.

Today, things have not reached that pass yet,
hut, for Begum Khaleda, things are in the mak-
ing. The Begum's supporters are saying that at-
tending Parhament is useless because Opposition
MPs are not allowed to speak and decisions of
national import are taken outside the Parliament
by a small band of Awami League loyalists, of hoth
political and bureaucratic ilk.

The BnP's political pitch 1s geared against the
recent Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) Peace Treaty
which the Begum and supporters of the rightist
vartety have denounced as ultra vires of the Con-
stitution and a sellout to India of national sover-
cignty. Her supporters claim that opposing the
treaty is a holy and national responsibility. In a
recent interview with the vsC, Khaleda Zia con-
firmed that1f she comes to power, the treaty will
be scrapped.

For its part, the government says that it
was on security grounds that the process of
the CHT treaty negotiations over the fall of 1997
was kept a secret. But the fact was that there
was no discussion in the Sangsad before the
signing of the Treaty on 2 Decemhber 1997, And
it is also a fact that the BNP has a strong
hotd ever the Chittagong Division and 1s
capahle of causing massive problems for Sheikh
Hasina by arousing the Bengali settlers against
the treaty.

Whether it will amount to a dislodging or not,
politics has already become too hitter to ensure a
peacceful life in this century in Bangladesh.
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violated this principle by forcing the minori-
lics to accept a system that cffectively
disempowers them. Jinnah would never have

allowed it.

Apart from separate electorates, there are
other laws that make non-Muslims in Paki-
stan second-class citizens. The law of evidence

in force under the sharia discriminates against
them because their testimony is not equal 1o
that of Muslims; the Gustakh-¢-Rasul (Insult
to the Prophet) law targets non-Muslims and
has serious legal defects; conversion to Islam
hy non-Muslim women has been exploited by
Muslims because Christian and Hindu mar-

Karakalpakstan

CHAUDHRY REHMAT ALl was a
teacher employed by the Mazaris, a |
feudal family of Punjab. and was a .
one-man crusade for Muslim home-
lands. He had a dozen carved out
of the map of India, with suggested
names  such  as  Osmanistan
for Hyderabad. Bangistan for Bengal
and Maphstan for Kerala, and so
on. Rehmat Ali had gone 1o Loudon
1o convinee the ceolonial authoritics
of his scheme., where he met:
Khawaja Abdur Rahim, who sug-
gested the name 'Pakistan’ to him.
Rahim was a student who was well '
into the 'stan' business. (‘Stan' is Urdu
for 'land".)

"Pakistan' had occurred to Rahim
while reading a hook 1n a T.ondon
hus, when be came upon what must
have been a 1930 map of Central Asia
under Stalin. A new autonomous area
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created by the Soviet Union m the
territory anciently associated with the
Karakalpak tribe was called
Karakalpakstan, hut the spine of the
book had separated the portion
“pakstan”. Since ‘pak' means pure
in Urdu. the name immecdiately
struck Rahim as most appropriate.
Rehmat Ali liked the proposal
so much that he put it in his pam-
phlet as "Pakstan"; the 'i' was included
later after transliteration imo Urdu
which rendered "stan" as "istan”
in the same manner as 'school' be-
comes 'iskool'.

Rehmat Ali showed his borrowed

. formulation to Allama Igbal, who was

in Lendon for the Round Tahle Con-
terence. 1ghal thought it was a good
name, but the other Muslims in the
delegation dismissed it as a "student's
dream”. Bengali Muslim students in

London objected, claiming that Pa-
kistan was really an acrenym which
omitted reference to Bengal, This was,

" of course, not true, for it was just a

coincidence that 'p' stood lor Punjab,
'a’ for Afghania (the North-West
Frontier Province), 'k' for Kashimir,
's' for Sindh, and 'stan’' as the last syl-
lable signilying Balochistan.

This writer came to know that 'Pa-
kistan' was taken from Karakal-

pakstan through Azim Hussain, son
© of Unionist Party leader Sir Fazle

Hussain. This was in the 1970s when

Azim Hussain, who retired after a ca-

reer in India's foreign service, was vis-

. iting Pakistan. It was on the author-

ity ol his cousin, Arshad Hussain.
who had been Pakistan's lorcign
secretary. that Azim Hussain had

“imparted rhe information. The

wriler then located a version of the
map of Central Asia in the 1963
edition of Olal Caroe's Soviet Empire:
The Turks of Central Asia and Stalin
{see lefl).

After this new insight was pre-
sented in Lahore's weckly Viewpoint,
Azim Hussain wrote back to repudi-
ate his statement learing he might be
refused a visa to Pakistan. The 'dis-
covery' of 'Pakistan’ by Khawaja
Abdur Rahim during a bus-ride
in London was revealed to this
writer by Muhammad jehangir Khan,
who was an eve-witness. The
late Jehangir Khan was the father
of Pakistan's former cricket
captain, Majid Khan. Since Khawaja
Abdur Rahim was a civil servant,
Rehmat Ali was allowed to 'own'
the discovery. The latter later
turned on Jinnah for being concilia-
tory towards the Congress and called
him "Quisling-e-Azam".
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they went on to form their own outfits; the
Muslim League's popularity suffered and its
political base was weakened. "Once, the Mus-
lim League was the realisation of the dream
of unity among Muslims, but within years af-
ter the creation of Pakistan it was an example
of factional politics among Muslims." The
large number of 'Leagues' that have emerged
in Pakistani politics is in fact a legacy ol this
carly period.

Council and convention

The transformation of the Muslim League was
quick. Liaquat was assassinated in Rawalpindi
in October 1951, and Khwaja Nazimuddin, a
veteran politician [rom East Pakistan, took
charge of the government as well as the party.
But nothing was done to revamp the [ast-
crumbling party structure. By the time
Pakistan's ambassador to the US, Muhammad
Ali Bogra, was imported from Washington and
installed as the new prime minister in 1953
by Governor-General Ghulam Muhammad,
the Muslim League had hecome too weak to
protest the move.

The party was quickly losing ground to
emerging alliances. The most glaring example
was provided hy its humiliating defeat in the
*farch 1954 provincial elections in East Paki-
stan. In a 309-memher Housc, the League's
share amounted to just 10 seats. The United
Front. an alliance of varicus parties formed
only a year earlier, captured 223 seats. That
the Front had the support ot the extreme
right-wing Nizam-e-Islam Party on one hand
and thc Communist Party on the other in it-
self spoke of the disenchantment with the
League in the east.

As for West Pakistan, although the feudals
tried desperatcly to keep the party intacy, the
glorious period when they ruled over Jinnah's
Pakistan and his party was over. Sensing the
danger of total annihilation alter the clectoral
debacle in East Pakistan, in 1955 the League
lcaders reverted 10 the old policy of keeping
party offices separate from the government
ones. Sardar Ahdur Rab Nishter, a respected
politician and Jinnah's contemporary, was
appointed party head. Nishter and his suc-
cessor, the "Lion of the Frontier", Khan Ahdul
Qayyum Khan, tried to effect some damage
control. However, their efforts were yet 10 bear
fruit when General Ayub Khan imposed mar-
tial law in the country in 1958

Political parties were hanned and all po-
litical activities remained suspended until
1962 - the year Ayub Khan, secking political
legitimacy for his rule, ordered a new Mus-
lim League for himself. A convention of min-
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isters and pro-government politicians was
called in Karachi to pledge allegiance.

Seon afterwards, politicians, including the
pre-han League council veterans, held their
own meeting in Dhaka which was called
Council Muslim 1eague. Khwaja Nazimuddin
was again chosen the leader. Power, however,
was wiclded by Ayub Khan's League. sup-
ported hy industrialists and landlords, who
had been grafted into the system through
Ayub's Basic Democracy dispensation.

The Convention League, however, was so
linked with Ayub’s persona that it fizzled out
alter his ouster in 1969. In the 1970 general
election, it could land only two seats out of
the 124 contested. On the other hand, the
Council Muslim Leaguc fought 119 seats and
won nine. Qayyum lLeague, another
breakaway faction of the Muslim League un-
der Khan Qayvyum Khan, vying for 132 seats,
also won only nine.

In East Pakistan, the polls were swept by
Sheikh Mujib's Awami League. In West Paki-
stan, Zullikar Ali Bhutto, one-time Ayub ally
who had the foresight to jump off the wagon
in time to launch his own Pakistan Pcople's
Party, won with a handsome margin. After
coming to power in the wake of the east's se-
cession in 1971, Bhutto played his cards defily
to further neutralise the Muslim League. Khan
Qayywn Khan was inducted into the [ederal
cabinet as interior minister, while the chief of
the Council Muslim League, Mian Mumtaz
Daultana. was despatched to London as
Pakistan’s ambassador. The Muslim League
had heen reduced to a shadow of its past, with
the various factional heads winning them-
selves a share in power.

Pir pressure

Efforts to unite the Muslim League contin-
ued. They bore fruit in 1972 when the Coun-
cil and Convention leagues were merged, with
Hassan A. Sheikb chosen as party president
and Malik Qasim as secretary general. How-
ever, old-timers like Sardar Shaukat Hyat and
Daultana did not recognise this marriage and
stayed away from the party. A year later, Pir
Ali Mardan Shah of Pagaro became party presi-
dent and under his command the Muslim
League took part in the united opposition's
agitation to oust Bhutto.

Having overthrown Bhutto, the Pirand his
party quickly estahlished good relations with
the military ruler Gen Zia-ul Haq. Meanwhile,
Malik Qasim, as the head of his own small
faction of the Muslim 1eague, continued to
ally himsell with the anti-martial law forces
such as the Movement for Restoration of De-
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The 1LML was able to strengthen itself
when the state of Kerala was formed in 1956.
The party played a decisive role in the state's
politics and was included in coalition govern-
ments headed by both the Lelt parties and the
Congress. Since 1957, it has consistently
maintained a strong presence in the state as-
sembly, although it has never held more than
20 seats. In the 1962 Lok Sahha clections it
won two seats, and since then it has been un-
failingly sending two members 10 the Parlia-
ment. Malappuram, a separate district carved
out {or a Muslim-majority population, is the
main centre of the League's activism in
the state.

After the demolition of Bahri Masjid in
1992, the party split on the issue of alliance
with the Congress. Sulaiman Saith, then one
of the tumL MPs, was against any truck with

the Congress blaming it for the demolition.
G M. Banatwala. the other iuMt MP took a
moderate stand. In protest, Saith in 199+
floated his own party, the Indian National
League.

Tn retrospect, it is ironical that, as the only
platform for Indian Muslims as the 1ML
claims to be, the party has no basc in Jammu
and Kashmir or Lakshwadeep, the only two
Muslim-majority areas ol the country. Nor
does it have any following in North India.
Ninety-two years after its hirth and 50
years after Partition, in India, with its
Muslim population of around 100 millien,
the party which began with the clarion call
to represent all Muslims ol the Subcontinent
is today reduced to a tiny district in the
south of India.

- Irfan Ahmad
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 Life in the ghetto

Educated Pakistanis are leaving the country in droves.

by Syed Ali Dayan Hasan

arious theorics have been propounded
10 explain why more and more people
(‘intellectuals' as some would call
them) are leaving Pakistan for the West; the
general impression being that they have no
place for their country in their heart. The
truth, however, is that it is Pakistan which
spurns them and not the other way around.

This is especially so since Pakistan is rap-
idly evolving into a society where the primary
determinant of social worth is money. Intel-
lectual pursuits, whether in academia or the
perforning arts, arc not only constrained hy
arbitrary and, frankly, ridiculous censership,
but arc also regarded as the path of losers.

Take the case of historians. What hope do
they have in a country that has no academic
infrastructure worth speaking of and, more
ominously, no desire to create onc? What role
does the study of history have in a country
where children are taught that Pakistan came
into existence the day Mohammed Bin Qasim
stepped on subcontinental soil, harem and all,
in the 8th century? How doees ane propose Lo
cngage in genuine research, given an academic
environment where the state is constrained
to teach Pakistan Studies instead of History
hecause of the inconvenient fact that History
predates Pakistan?

How can therc be any qucstioning and
debate in a society where the tentacles of state-
sponsored and state-tolerated obscurantist or-
thodoxy reach into almost every arena of life?
Yes, people are free (almoest) to do what they
like within the four walls of their own or
somebody clse's home. There, they can have
sex, drink alcohol, dance. They can even
watch the Yatest Indian film on the laser
disc player.

But, at the end of the day, this is not
cnough. A ghetto, regardless of its comfort,
remains a ghetto. Which is why so many
people today want a life outside that ghetto.
And those who, through luck or ahility,
do manage to escape and create a life

1998 FEBRUARY

elsewherc should not he condemned for seek-
ing basic [reedom.

Have property, will agitate
A telling example of the schizophrenia that
envelopes Pakistan's ruling establishment can
be found in a question [rom the Tslamic stud-
ies examination, required 1o join the civil ser-
vice of Pakistan: "The Holy Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Tlim) was the
hest and most perfect man of all time. Dis-
cuss.” 1t is diflicult to conceive how anyvone
would dare "discuss" this issuc at any depth,
with a blasphemy law hanging over their
heads. As for the Holy Prophet Muhammad.
peace be upon him indeed after the uses Pa-
kistan has put his good name to.

Despite what apologists may have to say.
Pakistani society is a study in ever-incereasing
conservatism and conformity. The Tslamabad
government has just clected as President a
bigoted, sexist, minority hater. Afier a lot of
hemming and hawing and the writing of afew
obligatory English cditorials on the matier for
the minuscule English-speaking andicnce,
like so much clse, it was taken lying down.

This is not a blanket indictment of the
people of Pakistan but a sad reflection of 30
years of stymied political and imellectual
growth. A state shackled by ideology, insccu-
rity and retrogressive rhetoric has ensured that
the parameters of public discourse be progres-
sively narrowed over time, Today
in Pakistan, politically and cul-
wurally, there is no place al the
margins. You arce cither main-
stream ot you are oul. The Con-
stitution of Pakistan, and the
state, the upholder of that Con-
stitution and puhlic moral stan-
dards, continue 1o legalise dis-
crimination, bigotry, prejudice
and exclusion,

Academics, writers, pocts, sci-
entists or just ordinary individu-

Wealth helps:
Asma Jahangir.
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BANGABANDHU ON INDIA, whitc

in conversation with Zafar Choudhary, the Pakistani
Air Marshal who was deputed to accompany him
from Islamabad to London after his release from
Pakistan in January 1972, From the recontly published
Blood-Beaten Track (Book Traders, Lahore} by
Ahmed Salim.

"This man Yahya Khan has destreyed the country.
Now we have Indians sitting in Dhaka, imagine Indians
in Dhaka! If the army had heen able to hang on te even
one district, I would have rallied my people, built a base,
broken out of there and driven the Indians out of my
country. But, now, everything has heen lost. I don't even
know where to hegin. But let me get hack. 1 shall man-
age something. The Indians must he driven out first,
evervthing else comes afterwards,

“l am the leader of the Bengalis and my people will
follow me anywhere... My people love me and will do
anything for me. Bhutto is a good man. He has saved
my life twice, You must stand by him. Don't worry, |
shall find some wav of staying together [with
Pakistan]. Yahya Khan put me in jail and wanted me
hanged. Now I shall have to say things 10 the Indians [
don't mean."

PAKISTANI ANACHRONISMS
ABO UND, says Ashis Nandy in "The Fantastic In-

dia-Pakistan Battle" in Plural Worlds, Multiple Selves:
Ashis Nandy and the Post-Celumhian Fuiure
{Emergences, No.7-8, UCLA Berkeley). This is from a sec-
tion titled "Pakistan’s India” which follows "India’s Paki-
stan" in the essay.

...Pakistan was built as a home of South Asian Mus-
lims, against the proposal for a multi-ethnic seciety that
looked, rightly or wrongly, to most of the subcontinent's
westernised Mushim elite, like a plan to create a
majoritarian nation-state dominated hy the Hindus. Anti-
Hindu sentiments therefore have to he an ingredient of
the ideology of Pakistan. Pakistan, however, is a nation-
state and, like all nation-states, uncomfortable with the
demands of an ideological state. {For instance, it likes

46

to be on good terms with Nepal. The fear of big brother
India brings them together but, for both. it is not a happy
exposure. Pakistanis discover a Hindu state with whom
they are forced to he friendly; the Nepalese, living in the
world's only Hindu kingdom, discover a peculiar
ally which claims to hate a central plank of Nepal's
cultural sclf )

Also, thanks to the large-scale violence in 1946-47
and the separation of Bangladesh, anti-Hindu themes
have increasingly become an odd, anachronistic pres-
ence in Pakistan's national ideology. Many young Paki-
stanis, who have not cven seen many Hindus, do not
find the themes evecative, despite heing brought up on
a steady dict of anti-Hindu texts. That only increases
the stridency and bilterness in official Pakistan, for it
has come to feel in recent years that the younger gen-
eration in Pakistan is not adequately patriotic or aware
of the sacrifices made for Pakistan hy the older genera-
tion of Pakistanis.

THE ADROIT LIF. Editorial in the Kalimpong-

based literary journal Flatlile.

Having just purchased - as much [or its provocarive
introduction as lor the contents - a copy of The Vintage
Book of Indian Writing, a few grouchy thoughts emerge
on writing in English in the region. Rushdic's caveat is
1o the effect that the "anthology has ne need of Parti-
tions" and the collection includes under the proprictary
umbrella of "Indian” writing, no less than three writers,
Saadat Hasan Manto, Bapsi Sidhwa and Sara Suleri, from
the other side of the partitioning,

For Rushdic, Bapsi Sidhwa is only “technically” a
Pakistani, a minar detail when culling the finest from
the stock of writers of the Subcontinent. So leng as the
collection s made on this side of the LoC, this would
fing favour with most Indians. It may of course be ar-
gued successfully that. like Indian {ood, our writing now
includes delectations from as far abroad as Afghanistan
or that - citing as a case in point, the late and exces-
sively mourned Nusrat Fateh Ali Kban - art has always
transcended political houndaries. On the other hand,
those who take up such laudable positions would prob-
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ably not be pleased at the inclusion, by the same po-
lemical sleight-ol-hand, of Tryst with Destiny in a hypo-
thetical anthology of Pakistani writings.

The marginal gains made by transnational exchanges
in the realm ol litcrature across the Subcontinent are
more olten than not likely te be suhverted by
hegemonistic and insensitive lumping of writing under
the grandiose title of "Indian" literature, The paranoia
instilled in the region's smaller countries thanks to
India's sheer size and the jingoism of Rajiv Gandhi (and
other heroes of that kidney?} is palpahle 1o any traveller
in the Subcontinent. If literaturc is, to use Rushdic's
words, "a means of belding a conversation with the
world", it is no less a means of holding a conversation
with the peoples of the region. Implicit in the notion
ol suhcontinental "voices" in English is the space
for articulation hoth [rom the centre and from the
edge and 1o ignore this would be pomposity of the
worst kind.

HOW DHAKA HAS FALLEN, ruminates

Razia Khan in "Razia Khan's Column" in The Indepen-
dent of Dhaka.

Dhaka was then, not the rustic, half-baked mctropo-
lis that itis now: It was a quiet university town. the scats
of government notwithstanding. There was a measure
of civilisation in all do's. The nouveau riche did not ex-
ist. The dilettantes and the charlatans were more sub-
dued, the mediocres were less ambitious and more
humble. One heard good Bengali and sometimes
good English.

The sight of heavily bejewelled women in ugly gaudy
saris, which do very little to enhance their looks, was
rare. Now 1 {ind this prartling o, incurably rustic, blurt-
ing out their inaniries at the club, at dinners and state
receptions, accompanied of course by heavily drinking,
dull, ogling, discourteous men who do not return your
agreeting. One such bloated personage makes it a habit
1o insult me whenever T salaam him out of sheer habit,
not that his presence enthuses me in any way. [ believe
the actor Dilip Kumar took offence when he was treated
similarly when he came to Dhaka. This land of heggars
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and parasites, mendicant muilahs and delinquent dema-
gogues, bribe-greedy clerks and peons. is my own and
vet 1 feel a fish out of water here, my soul longing
for peace and privacy, the company ol sensitive
self-controlted individuals, good conversation,
light healthy food, order and discipline, cleanliness
and hygienc.

WOMEN AND PANCHAYAT why,

when women office-holders seek advice, are they said to
rule by proxy, ask Shail Mayaram and Pritam Palin The
Hindu of 21 November.

Academics, activists and the average person-in-
the-street seem to have joined together in the outcry
against women's role in panchayats which is increas-
ingly being described as rule by "proxy". The dictio-
nary meaning ol "proxy" is "authority given by one per-
san to another to act for him™. The term bears insinua-
tions of complete passivity for the agency of women in
politics. Needless to say, it has implications for the role
of women members in the panchayat system elected
under the 73rd Amendment and the Panchayat
Acts enacted by the States. These women are not an
insignificant numher; ahout one million have been
elccted members and chairpersons of rural councils at
various levels.

Indeed. the strong allegation of "proxy" performance
of wonten in the media and elsewhere is itself a mani-
festation of the backlash against women representatives
in a varicty of forms. The first allegation, ol course. is
that it is men who are ruling on behalf of their wives.
But does drawing upon help/support of others consti-
tute "proxy” governance? What about the kitchen cabi-
nets of powerful politicians? What about the close kin-
ship and other networks that leaders of cur country and
elsewhere draw upon for support? Do not men function
in the context of patrilineal systems where significant
authority is exercised by heads of households, clans and
caste biradaris? Men's responses in many cases are also
influenced by the party diktat. Why is it that none has
ever called them "proxy" representatives on these
grounds?
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who could go hotel hunting for me,
did not know the names of any ho-
tels. In any event, the slight irregu-
larity of my case was the reason I had
sought the interview. so could he
please he so good as to tell Mr Bihari
1 was waiting to be seen.

The man did the needfui on the
in-house telephone and 1 was told to
wail. Time slipped hy and in the
coursc of the next hour and a half this
man aticmpted more than once to
convince me that 1 was wasting my
time. | eventually left when a col-
league of his repeated the refrain. In
all these nearty two hours, Mr Bihari
did not once make his appearance.

I came away convinced that what-
ever Mr Inder Kumar Gujral (or any
other politician for that matter) may
say, their injunctions will he tossed
out of the window by the almighty
bureaucrat without even a look. It is
clear that Indian hureaucracy will
scuttle anything that challenges their
traditional view of Pakistan, the en-
cmy. Political initiatives to thaw rela-
tions will therelore endlessly be
fouled, and one dees not need 1o he
an expert political analyst to see the
truth in that

In India

This is not a Pakistani tirade against
India although it may have begun to
sound like one to some. 1 am very
much aware that our own hureaucrats
are no hetter. Shortly after my expe-
rience at the Indian High Commis-
sion, | read an article in the Sunday
Magazinc of Dawn. Written by a
woman who had travelled 10 India last
summer and visited the Pakistan High
Commission in Delhi out of curios-
ity, it brings shame to [olks that call
themselves Pakistanis. Compared to
the treatment meted out there to in-
tending travellers o Pakistan (mostly
Muslims, mind you), the dealings of
the Indian High Commission in
Islamabad suddenly seemed quite
civil and almost charitahle.

From Saman Khan's writing, it
scems that the sole purpose of the
Pakistani visa officer in Delhi is to
obluscate, obstruct or, inan almighty
display of compassion. delay the in-
rending visitor for as long as possible.
Since most are from the poorer seg-
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ments of Indian society with little
(and sometimes ne) education, the
visa-seekers are at a complete toss 1o
find a way around the [rustrating rig-
marole of the bureaucracy. Many had
been trying to visit Pakistan for
months, if not years, and had stood
day after day under the hlazing sun
orin the bitter cold 1o get inside. Once
inside, there was always this bit of
information or that which had not
heen supplied, forcing the applicant
to withdraw crestfallen. Since visas
are issued only at the High Commis-
sion in Dcthi, this alse entailed te-
dious hack and [orth journeys of sev-
eral hundred kilometres across the
length and breadth of India.

As for the procedures, they are no
different from the ones that the In-
dian High Commission requires of
Pakistanis, The forms {(in quintupli-
cate, surely) are as tedious as the In-
dian ones; the information to be fur-
nished is the same. This includes
names and addresses of relatives
he visited which, in clfect, precludes
a tourist visit. It appears that the High
Commission in Delhi has set for it-
sell a quota of visas it will issue cach
day, and there is no method in reject-
ing or accepting a visa application.
Rude behaviour of the staff was an-
other thing that Saman Khan writes
about, 1 must confess that the uni-
formed [unctionaries at the Indian
High Commission, even the toughie
with the red tilak, were quite civil,
always addressing me as "sahib".

Pakistan and India simply repre-
sent a case of two 50-year-old brats
playing a nasty game of tit-for-tat: You
expel our diplomat, we'll expel vours.
You make it difficule for intending
travellers, we'll make it more so. The
game is endless. For all of us in Paki-
stan longing to visit an ancestral home
on the other side of the border, there
is an equal, perhaps greater, numher
in India yearning to re-live a child-
hood in what is now Pakistan. Many
ol us will die dreaming our dreams.

I hear Primc Minister Gujral
is lighting elections from Jalandhar,
my ancestral town. Perhaps
1 will try again when he is back
in power.

HIMAL

HE SOUTH ASIAN MAGAZINE

Himal has a list of aims, modestly stated,
which has ta contend with paranoid
politicians, hidebaund bureaucrats and
millions of miles of barbed wire. It has on
its side the virtues of readability and the
absence of dogma.
Ramachandra Guha
The Telegraph, Calcutta

A most daring magazine venture.
Khushwant Singh

Provides more emphasis on regicnal
issues than any other interngtional
magozine.

The News, Lahore

A magazine with a South Asian bias to
counter the petty-nationalism and narrow
geopofitical considerations of the region.

The Pioneer, New Dethi
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An open letter to a starving child

Dear Starving Child,

I saw vour picture in one of these "Feed The Children" magazine ads. It said your mother dumped you in a 5ri
Lankan back-alley trash heap, and that you've been a street urchin, begging for scraps from Bedouin traders, since
you were five. And it said for two cents a day I could feed you. Well, I must say, I don't know how you can live like
that. I mean, what are you thinking? If [ were you, I'd high-tail it home and make myself a juicy ham sandwich with
some cheese on it, then 1'd put it in the microwave so the cheese melts and the sandwich is nice and warm. In Fact,
I'd toast the bread so it has a little crunch te it.

And that brings me to why I'm writing you. I think I can offer you some basic tips on how to get along better in life.
Instead of giving you a mere two cents a day, I'm going to give you a lifetime’s accumulated wisdom. You see, as a
successful carpet salesman, I do all right. And I think I can share a lessan or two about getting the most out of this
crazy game called life.

First of afl, you've got to consolidate your debt. Those interest payments will kill you. I learned this one the hard
way. And seeing how you don't have a home, you should be able to pay off any high-interest loans and start putting
your money into no-load mutunal funds. That's where the real growth potential is. It may not seem like much every
menth, but over time, you'll be building quite a nest egg. And when you get to be my age, it's nice to be able to
pamper yourself a little bit with some of your dividends.

Like just last night, I spent over $100 on a lobster dinner. We had lobster soaked in butter, mashed potatoes with
chives. and yellow squash with yogurt sauce. I'm telling you, I was so stulled, [ felt sick. I came home and vomited!
It was a great meal, but [ hate when [ stull mysell. That takes the pleasure out ol cating, [t's almost like I threw that
$100 right into the toilet. But for a brief moment, it was heaven.

Second, living on the street is no way to build equity. For as little as $1000 down you can get a modest two- or
three-bedroom home. This will not only help you build a financial future, it will help you build sell-esteem.
Homeowners are self-assured, productive members of society. And remember, the three most important things in
real estate: location, location and location. $So buy in a nice area. You'll want to lock at schools, since you're eight
years old.

You know, it oecurs to me that you don't even live in America. And l've got o know, what the heck are you doing
living in Sri Lanka? What do they have there? Camels? Rugs? Well, T can tell you one thing they don't have: 100
percent grade-A American opportunity.

America is the land of milk and honey. You can probably catch a [light here [rom Sri Lanka for as little as $2500 il
you shop around. So what's keeping you? Okay, [ can imagine how it is: you live in a back alley and you eat garbage.
And maybe you don't have the liquid capital to outlay $2500 on a luxury-like {irst-class airfare to the US. Well, you
can always fly coach for about a third of first-class fare, and if worst comes to worst, put it on the plastic. As long as
you pay it off as quickly as you can, the interest wen't cramp your style. (See Tip #1)

Now, since you're eating scraps from dumpsters, my guess is you could use a little shot in the arm when it comes to
income. Well, maybe I'm tooting my own horn here a little hit, but have you ever considered a position in carpet
sales? It's a high-profit industry, and commissions are good nowadays. With new homes being built ata record pace
all across the country, and remodelling positively going through the stratosphere, there's never a shortage of de-
mand for new, high-quality carpets. Thick shag, thin shag, knit, indoor, outdoer - any variety of colour.

Heck, I could take you over 1o the warehouse and show you some of my samples if you like, Well, T hope T've given
you some [at to chew on. I'd like to know if 1 can be of any more help, so I'd appreciate it if you could write back.
And FedEx it. T het international mail takes forever.

Sincerely,
Ned Crimwelt

Carpél Salesman

PS: [ hear some editors of a Scuth Asian magazine are going to pluck this off the internal email network of a United
Nations specialised agency and flash it. So take my advice before it gets public. Use that plastic. NC.
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- Waiting for the Istamic moderniser

Secularism is not an overwhelming reality in Bangladesh.

by Chanchal Sarkar

The 60-domed mosque of Khulna.

cholarly dissection of Islam in

Bangliadesh has forever posed
the interaction of an outside religion
with a nanve culture. The introduc-
tion of 'Arahic lIslam' changed
the psyche of the Muslim masses
of Bengal, but their links with local
culture could not be disturbed so
casily and this great tension in
Bengali Muslim society lasts to
this day.

More recently, the focus of discus-
sion has been on the ability of
Islam to modernise. From modernisa-
tion to sccularisation is a feasihle
and smooth step, but it is douhtful if
Bangladesh can take that step or
whether it even wants to. Sheikh
Muyjibur Rahman was roundly up-
braided by his dictator-successors for
putting Secularism into his four State
Principles {the others heing Nation-
alism, Democracy and Socialism). It
is often said, even hy modern-minded
scholars, that the absence of an or-
ganised priesthood makes secularism
impossible in the country and that
Istam is, by definition, averse to it

Gathered around for adda and tea

56

and snacks with "our own" kind of
people, staying with them in their
homes, cating a1 their tables, remi-
niscing about shared student days,
chatting with their grown-up chil-
dren, dipping into the abundance of
prose and poetry published, however,
the impossibility of secularism seems
a very unlikely proposition. And
friends are emphatic in asserting that
fundamentalism can never be domi-
nant in Bangladesh. But this is proh-
ably sell-delusory to an extent, over-
looking the orthodox layer of the
population, largely in the upper and
lower middle class. And also the
thickest, popular layer made up of -
as the driver who always takes me
around in Dhaka says - hearsay’ Mus-
Hms. He says, "We only hear preach-
ers, we cannot read any texts.”

Bizarre legacy

Also perhaps overlooked is an acquisi-
tive streak in the people for whom
greed [or property is more powerful
than the bonds of the Bengali lan-
guage: these are the ones who not
only welcome Hindu out-migration
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but push for it. The popular layer
knows little about the Arabist ele-
ment of Islam and its Umma, but vil-
lage Tmams talk about an Islamic
State even while legalists argue that
to have a state religion does nol mean
baving an Islamic state. The liberals
downplay the dictators of the past
and political bigots who consciously
use Islam as a vote catcher deliber-
ately set "Hindu' India up as a poten-
tially invasive giant.

A very senior Bangladesh Na-
tional Party (BrD) leader went (o an
election meeting and prociaimed, "[F
you vote for the Awami League you
will get the conchshell bangle and
sindoor {(the mark of married Hindu
women), if vou vote for the BNP you
will get the Koran." Sticking stub-
hornly 10 Sheikh Mujib's Four Prin-
ciples, including Secularism, reduced
the Awami League to a minority party,
a status it certainly does net want to
go back to and so it has done quite a
lot of back-pedalling. Nowwithstand-
ing Sheikh Hasina's sometimes
harbed statements about India, the
League's opponents still accuse it of
being an "India lover". Since the col-
tapse of the Soviet Union. the League
is no longer called a "Soviet lover”.

What is significant is that those
in the Jamaat-e-1slami and other Is-
lamic parties. who collaborated with
the Pakistani administration and
{orces during the Liberation War,
were left undisturbed even after Zia
and Ershad werce allowed to regroup
and play an important role in parlia-
mentary and national polities. This
is perhaps a bizarre factor ol
Bangladeshi life, but without a stream
ol support and sympathy it would not
have heen possible.

All the post-liberation rulers have
plaved on religion and manipulated
Islam 1o negotiate legitimacy for their
regimes. Some also used Islam to
curry economic and political suppert
from other Islamic states. This despite
the fact that no lslamic country sup-
ported Bangladesh in its death-
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struggle against Pakistan. Saudi
Arabia, Traq and Lihva did not even
recognise Bangladesh till after the as-
sassination of Sheikh Mujik. Obvi-
ously, West Asian money has heen
coming te Bangladesh for mosques
and madrassahs and maybe to the fun-
damentalist partes too.

It is customary to praise Sheikh
Mujih to the skies for his stand on
Secularism in 1972, but the fact is that
as the political challenges grew he too
tried to firm up his political base by
appealing to Islamic sentiments. He
revived the Islamic Academy, which
was abolished in 1972, and even
dropped the "Joy Bangla' slogan.
Petro-dollars were more important
than secularism.

M.N. Roy prohahly summed it up
best. Secularism, he said, is not a po-
litical institution but "a cultural at-
mosphere", which cannot he created
by proclamation of individuals, how-
ever highly placed and sincere. Such
an atmosphere is not found in
Bangladesh yet. Among the highly-
educated and modern, yes, but for a
very large number, culture and lan-
guage, sadly, are not thicker than the
divisive aspects ol religion fuelled by
fundamentalists who rue the passing
of Pakistan. True, as liberal
Bangladeshis always say, “There are
no communal riots in Bangladesh.”
hut as a Muslim colleague com-
mented wryly, "What need lor riots if
there can be bloodless coups?” To one
scholar's conclusion that liheration
has produced in Bangladesh an ls-
lamic-cum-secular culture the re-
sponse is, "not so". In faet, the at-
tempt at secularisation probably
caused fundamentalists to close ranks
and he maore aggressive,

Fatwas and dorras

The stranglehold of narrow religion
15 the result of poor education. The
Bangladeshi educational system is in
shambles, from the primary through
the middle stage right up to the uni-
versity level. In the deep interior of
Chittagong district, in a small thana
{sub-division within a district} called
Banshkhali alone, there are 17
madrassahs, where the teaching is Is-
tamic. Countrywide, there are a few
verv famous rebel breakaways from
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the madrassah system, like the artist
Kamrul Hassan and the still living lit-
erary ligure Shaukat Osman. But the
regular products of the system are
blinkered, ignorant and intolerant.
readymade material lor fundamental-
ist campaigns.

The Qudrat-i-Khuda Commission
set up by Sheikh Mujib strove hard
io rationalise the education system
and separate it from religious teach-
ing. Mujih's successors undid the
Commission's recommendations and
also provided for a compulsory paper
called Islamiat from standards [ to
VI Zia and Ershad also introduced
religious teaching and practices in
the Army.

As in Pakistan and in Saudi
Arabia, somc aspects of Islam in
Bangladesh are extremely sadistic. A
heretic or non-believer can be de-
clared a murtad and stands in fear of
hislile. I once met a highly rated pro-
{essor ol Dhaka University, Ahmad
Sharif, who, though a brave man,
could not stir out of his house or even
stand in the verandah after he called
himself an agnostic, Others writing
critically ahout Islam have had to {lee
the country.

There are not many cascs of fatwas
pronounced, said Hahibur Rahman,
retired Chief Justice and an extremely
liheral man who was Chicl Adviser
to the government which oversaw the
period that produced the last election.
He is probably right. but a 335-page
volume given to me, Fatwa 1991-
1995, is a detailed anthology of all that
has appeared in the print media about
fatwas, mainly against helpless
women. It makes frightening reading.

There is as vet no law against so-
cially irresponsible muilahs pro-
nouncing fatwas or passing sentences
for stoning or lashing. Often, the un-
fortunate victims do not have to be
punished with death; thev commit
suicide. In Chittagong, I talked long
about this with a college teacher, an
extrenmely devout and courteous man
who, however, argued that as a deter-
rent the dorra (fashes) should be used.

Vote and the Prophet

spiritual leadership in Bangladesh has
been poor, and ihere is not a single
cleric todav like Maulana Bhashani,

who commanded nationwide respect.
The pir of Sarsina (Barisal district)
and Chak Bara (Bogra district} culti-
vated by Zia. and the pir of Artoshi
supported by Ershad both warmly
blessed the dictators' political moves.
The student wings of the political
parties like Islamic Chhatra Shabir
(the Jamaat Front) and the Jatiya
Chhatra Ulema (of the Jativa Party)
are openly fundamentalist and vio-
lent. Unlike in India, the use of reli-
gious symbols and slogans are al-
lowed in Bangladesh, like "Anno,
Bastro, Basasthan Islam debe
samadhan” (Islam will selve the proh-
lems of food, clothes and shelter). Or
"Vote dile kurale khushil hobe Rasule”
(The Prophet will he pleased if vou
vote for the axe).

(On the other hand, modernisation
has shaken up the mullah's teachings
in at teast three areas - family plan-
ning, women's rights, and modern
agricultural metheds. Family plan-
ning is very widely practised in
Bangladesh and the birth rate has
fallen sharply. The large and ever-
growing numbers of voung girls in the
garment factories are disregarding the
directions of mutlahs who say women
should not go outside the home 1o
work. The Export Promotion Zones
will employ more and more women,
who make up 48.5 percent of the
population.

In assessing Bangladesh and its
Islam, it 1s most important to realise
that over hall'of the Bangladeshi Mus-
lims ebserve and practise religion in
more than a casual manner; much
more so, of course. in the rural areas.
The people and the country claim
themselves to be the disciples of a just
and all-merciful Prophet. If so, the
very [irst thing they should do is to
annul the draconian and blatantly un-
constitutional Enemy Property Act,
1965, which survives even teday
in alt its communalist and discrimi-
natory garb as the Vested Property
Act, aimed directly at the Hindu
community.

C. Sarkar, well-known columnist and
broadcaster; lives in Dethi. This article,
a version of which appeared in The
Hinghu, was written after a recent three-
week visit (o Bangladesh.
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mecmhers of the Sri Lankan Muslim
citizenry have taken it upon them-
selves to police and champion the
cause of what they think and inter-
pret as Islam, regardless of the rights
of many non-Muslims as well as Mus-
lims who do not share such parochial
thinking.

What the 'morally upright' reli-
gious commandos fail to grasp is that
they are doing morc harm than good
to Islam. For, their actions scrve only
to reinforce in the minds of
non-Muslim Sri Lankans the image of
the "fundamentalist, intelerant and
irrational Muslim" that has been con-
structed by Western media and poli-
tics over the last two decades orso. It
is dangerous, in multi-cultural soci-
eties, for a religion 1o be interpreted
so prejudicially. By projecting,
through their politicians, their imarms
and the heads of madrassahs, an im-
age of a persecuted community for the
most trivial ol recasons and holding a
vigilante outlook of the world, Sri
Lankan Muslims may find their in-
tolerance manipulated and used for
justification or legitimisation ol
anti-Muslim sentiments.

Intolerable intolerance

Most Muslims, irrespective ol the in-
tensity of their religious fervour, seem
keen en banning Midnight's Children.
They express this opinion either vo-
cally or, by keeping mum on the is-
sue, passively. Those Muslims who do
not support the ban are in danger of
heing hranded as traitors, sell-outs to
the West, and in the extreme, as apos-
tates. The unambiguous message is
"toe the line or else...". While that
might explain the dealening silence
regarding the ban [rom Muslims who
do nor approve of it, seoner or later
Muslims of Sri Lanka will have to
decide what exactly their role in 5ri
Lanka is. If they do not want to be
considered the perennial "Other",
they have to decide how [ar they are
going o allow their leaders,
self-appointed or otherwise, to lead
them thus.

Of  course, this kind of
narrow-minded behaviour is hardly a
prerogative of the Muslim commu-
nity. It is strongly entrenched in Sri
Lankan society as a whole. Sinhala
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academics who opposed the ban on
Tambiah's Buddhisnt Betrayed? were
also demonised as traitors and [TTE

sympathisers. Onc is reminded of

how, years ago, novelist Martin
Wickramasinghe was castigated for
allegedly hurting (that word again)
Buddhist sensibilities in his novel
Bava Tharanaya.

This intolerahle situation has been
created as a result of decades of si-
lence and absence of determined op-
position when bans were called for.
The extent of aciivism mostly tends
to he limited 1o signing protest let-
ters, which is hardly enongh for some-
thing as serious as muzzling the right

to print, publish and read. Seme seri-

ous and reflective political agitation
and action, which go much beyond
the mere signing of protest notes,
must take place il the tide is to he
turned, Governments have to be given
some spine, through force of opinion
and activism, to oppose cthnocentric
demands irrespective of the religious
or ethnic community such demands
may emanate [rom,

In the absence of such activism,
any book, paper, film or drama that
may "hurt" the feelings of a religious,
ethnic or caste group, will he pulled
up. Besides, "hurt" is a relative and
subjective term. What level of dis-
comlort constitutes "hurt" in a
mutti-cultural society? I the thresh-
old is as low as we are heing led to
helieve, will we have 1o seek permis-
sion from sundry caste, religious
and ethnic trihunals prior to publish-
ing or producing anything? This
would surely he devastating for

creativity in the country.

On the other hand, perhaps this
is the way ahead - just ban cverything
that is potentially offensive 10 anyone.
The Dhammapada can be hanned
since it is likely to offend some intol-
crant non-Buddhist. [t may also he
prudent to han the Bible, the Quran,
the Vedas plus whatever other reli-
gious scriptures that are in danger of
heing published, for they too are
tikely to offend one kind of religious
or cultural watchdog or another. Eth-
nographies on political and caste vio-
lence also will have to he hanned since
they will certainly "hurt” the feelings
of mass murderers, torturers and caste
puritans. Films and dramas that even
glance on some communal or reli-
gious subject can similarly be pro-
seribed. All in all, we would have suc-
ceeded in creating a brave new world
where ne one is offended and where
the harmony of silence and compla-
cency prevails. In such a Sri Lankan
society ol the future, the citizens
would vegetate. They would not read
or see. they would not think or de-
bate, they would not write or dissent.
5ri Lanka would be - and may be be-
coming - a socicty whose thoughts
and ideals are formulated hy
politicians and ethno-religious vigi-
lanies alone.

S. Perera teaches socielogy at the Uni-
versity of Colombo and A
Hussein-Uvais is with the Infernational
Centre for Ethnic Studies, Colombo. A
longer version of this article first ap-
peared in Colombo's Sunday i.eader.

Himal Conference on South Asian Medlocrlty
2 and 3 May, 1998 (Sat-Sun), Kathmandu

For conference details contact:

Mediocrity, Himal South Asia, GPO Box 7251,

Kathmandu, Nepad!

fax; 977-1-521013 tel 977-1-5221 13/5238450(%

email: himalmag@mos.com.np
URL Www. hfma.'mag com

\NN

c—é\’_\\

59



Ko inarCy
AT

esus Christ, Mahatma Gandhi

and my maternal grandmother ail
had the same idea. Jesus told his
disciples: "Biessed are the poor, for
they shall inherit the earth.” Gandhi
said: "Poverty is divine.” My grand-
mother used to say: "Hey vou, finish

all your rice. Don't you know there are

people starving i Biafra?"

They all loved to glorify poverty.
And I'd never understood why. till the
Asian currency crisis exploded 1n the

East with the [ull {orce of an economic

Krakatoa. To paraphrase Deng
Xiaoping slightly: "1t doesn't matter if
a cat is hlack or white as long as it is
hungry." Never was this moere true
than during Asia's ongoing turmoil

when South Asians had a ringside seat

to the massacre of the Big Cat
£CONomies.

While the baht bit the dust,
and the rupiah fell into a black
hole, our own roops and takas
were serene and untouched by
the swirling storm. Ingenious
South Asian economic planners
had managed to keep our
currencies so unattractive that
bandits like George Seros did not
even look ar us twice. [n the age
of economic globalisation. it
seems, it is better 1o be a hyena
than a tiger.

No doubt, the Fast Asians had been

getting some bad advice. They put all
their trust in Big Bang econornics, and
anvone with even elementary knowl-

edge of the discipline will rell you that

what goes bang will go bust. Their
fundas were all wrong, yaar. The East
Asians could learn from these ten tips
that we in South Asia have abided by
to insulate cur economics from
globalisation:

1. Frequent government changes. In

the Subcontinent, we have managed to
ensire that we have d new leader every

six months or so, which allows us to
try out a plethora of policies so that

someone somewhere will get it right by

sheer trial and ervor Some Southeast
Asian countries like Indonesia have

had the same leader for 35 vears. This

will not do.

2. Re-distribution of wealth. Frequent
changes of government ensures that a
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new crew geis its turn (o put its hand
in the il every once in @ while. This is
a more egalitarian system which
allows different people to get rich
quick, and wealth is more cvenly
distributed. South Asians have alse
elevated corruption Lo an art form and
woven it Intricately with development,
Unlike East Asia's rigid system, here
corruption lubricates the wheels of
development. No dant would be built,
no bulldozers bought, no cenient

Jactory put up if there were no

underhand deals.

3. Incentives to the informal sector.
Smuggling contributes enormously to
the collective GNP of South Asia.
Without it, our economies would have
ground to a halt. Governments must

continue to provide ircentives for
smugglers and other contraband-
wallahs so that the flow of essential
goods across borders is not impeded.
The seeds of the Southeast Asian crisis
were planted when governments there
started cracking down on smuggling.

4. Private scctor East Asian countries
only pay lip service to the private
sector. They haven't even begun to give
it the kind of freedoms we give
businessnten in our Subcontinent. Qur

free-for-all system guarantees that big
borrowers never have to pay back their

loans. I would even venture to say that
South Asia has the freest private seclor
it the world.

3. Politics Now, Economics Later This
is the real secret of South Asia's
success. The trouble is that the East
Asians have an Ass-First Policy of
economics new and politics later. How
can politics ever be divorced from
economics? It is @ fundamental law of

nature, and [ am glad that in

South Asia we give politics its due
importance to make sure it always
comes first.

6. Prolific government spending. It is
wrong advice to tell governments not
to spend. In South Asia governments
spend like there is no future: this
ensures civil service compliance with
government policy and also shows
those upstarts in the bureaucracy
who Is boss.

7. Don't let the economy overheat. In
fact, don't even let it get warm. Keep
growth rates below one percent,
maintain low savings rate, keep
productivity low. This is why South
Asia has emerged unscathed from the
recent turmoil. The idea is to be in
perpetual hibernation, that way
no blizzard will ever touch you.
The East Asians did cverything
wrong: most importantly, they
just worked too hard.

8. Neglect the agriculturc sector
and freeze land reform, This is

" the best way to keep the public's
* purchasing power down so that
the economy does not get a
chance to perk up.

9. Maintain domestic menopo-
lies, nationalise profit-making
corporations and re-regulate the
private sector. This is the only way the
government can keep o firm grip on
things and prevent a downward slide
If East Asian governments had
maintained similar controls and
diversions, they could have prevented
the crisis from spiralling out of
control.

10. Keep the budget unbalanced, don't
set limits on tmoney supply, keep
interesi rates low, make country
inhospitable for forcign direct
investment, maintain the banking
sector as secretive and
ron-transparent. Create a
"one-window policy”,

sure, but hide that

window at the dead

end of a filthy gully

which is booby

trapped with

cowdung and

dog peo poo.
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