
A Commentary on the 
Dharmadharmatavibhanga 

Ven. Khenpo Lhodo Zangpo 

The Dharmadharmatavibhanga is a short treatise belonging to the 
school of Mahayana thought. There were two Maharathis, the founder 
-scholars (Nagarjuna and Asanga), who interpreted the teachings 
of Buddha during the propagation of Mahayana. Although both the 
scholars had expounded Buddha's profound and practical teachings, 
yet it is a well-known fact that the main profound views (gambhira
dristi) and vast practices ( vrihatcarya ) were propagated by the two 
eminent teachers, Nagarjuna and Asanga. 

Maitreyanatha was a chief disciple of Lord Buddha and ekajati
pratibaddha, meaning that he would certainly attain Buddhahood 
in the very next life with great compassion towards sentient beings, 
lVIaitreyanatha compiled his five texts viz; 1) Abhisamaya-alankara, 
2) Sutra-alankara, 3) Madhyanta-vibhanga, 4) Dharmadharmata
vibhanga and 5) Uttaratantra. He taught these texts to Asanga 
who attained the third Bodhisattvabhumi. He also propagated 
these texts in the Jambudvipa with a view to giving an opportunity 
to several persons for the study of Mahayana. Vasubandhu, his 
younger brother, learnt these texts thoroughly from his elder brother 
Asanga and acquired a good knowledge of them. He wrote a commen
tary on the Dharmadharmatavibhanga and propagated it in India. 
Afterwards this text was translated into Tibetan by Kashmirian 
scholar, Mahajana with Tibetan translator, Singe-rgyal-mtshan. 

Here is presented a short commentary on the above text written by 
me in a readable Tibetan for those interested in Tibetology. 

The present text deals briefly with Dharma, Dharmata, Samsara, 
Nirvana, Sattva and Buddhahood. 
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