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Vajra (literally-flash
of lightning), is an
artists’ condomunmum,
a transit home for
many, providing a
base during months
of hibernation and
creative 1nspiration.
Its isolation, graphic
splendour an
peaceful ambience,
make an ideal retreat
from the clock of
pressure.

Ketaki Sheth
Inside Outside.

Istayed a week at the

Vajra, by which time

I had become so fond

of it that I stayed
another.

John Collee

The London Observer.
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PAKISTAN  BANGLADESH

SHE SAID, HE SAID

THESE APPEAR to be dicey moments for
Pakistan’s military supremo General Pervez
Musharraf who in this instance took umbrage
at what Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina Wajed had to say about the khaki
claddies chucking elected political leaders from
state power as it has often happened in
Pakistan and Bangladesh. He read in the
Bangladesh prime minister’s speech at the UN
Summit an attempt to interfere in the internal
affairs of Pakistan. Musharraf cancelled a
meeting with Hasina at the last moment in a
huff, and a stream of bad teelings have flown
between the two since then. But it is almost
certain that Pakistan's chief executive had read
the Bangla prime minister’s rhetoric wrong.

Fact is, Hasina gives a hoot about the who
or the how of running Pakistan. She is intensely
focussed on the trial of her family’s killers—
her family was wiped off on 15 August 1975-—
who were almost to a man, all military men
who incidentally had fought Pakistan in the
Bangla liberation war of 1971. After she came
to power, much of her energy has been devoted
to make sure they hang. The magistracy has
tried them all—in presence or in absence—and
passed the expected death sentence, The verdict
15 now being heard at the Supreme Court for
confirmation.

But the trial has been prolonged, and has
taken much of Hasina’s ruling period. She is
deeply troubled by the fact that despite all the
efforts and inspite of personally leading the
charge from her prime minister’s chair, the legal
system has defied her attempt to finish off the
task she had set as her highest personal and
political priority. Pakistan doesn’t at all figure
in that scheme of things. Military coup plotters
and their friends do.

To ensure that her family’s role in the
country’s history is well-remembered, Hasina
has named everything from bridges to stadia
to roads, parks, hospitals, etc after her parents
and other members of the family since she came
to power. This is where the military comes in.

Her father, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who
had led the nationalist movement which
birthed Bangladesh, was killed with his entire
family and numerous other relatives in
Bangladesh’s first military coup. Hasina and
her sister Sheikh Rehana were abroad at that
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time, and were thus spared. So she unde-
rstandably has little love for that military which
takes over civil power. She doesn’t trust them
fully either, and even had a retired general cum
close relative reactivated and put in charge of
the army, no doubt hoping that blood ties
would overcome other lovalties.

At the time of his death, Mujib was the
president of the country and leader of an ill
fated one-party political system. After the coups
and counter-coups that followed, a military
government led by Gen. Ziaur Rahman was
finally installed. Though Zia was not part of
the killing, many Awami League (AL} members
believe that he either conspired from the
shadows or at least knew what was on, but
didn’t stop the moves. Less partisans say that
he refused to either participate or get involved
in any way with the coup. In fact, one group of
the plotters had gaoled him briefly before he
manoeuvered himself to power in November
1976 after a series of abortive and non-abortive
take overs,

Gen. Zia reintroduced the multi-party
government——a popular demand—and to keep
the still-formidable AL at bay, did encourage
any and all anti-AL groups including pro-
Pakistan forces, to stage comebacks as also
getting those back from Saudi Arabia, where
many had camped after Bangla independence.
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Pakistan. Musharraf’s was an overrcaction
from a disappointed man who saw India hit it
off with the US, while his own campaign there
was in the doldrums. It probably had nothing
to do with Hasina's speech.

The Washington Posi has done a story on the
topic and mentions that, compared to the royal
treatment that Atal Behari Vajpayee enjoyed,
Musharraf was practically ignored by the US
administration. Given the present US tilt
towards India, he was seriously piqued and
was probably angered that his legitimacy was
further trashed by Hasina whose country
doesn’t even have a nuclear arrow, not to speak
of sophisticated missiles. While the
Bangladesh leader was grinding her axe at the
international fora against her arch enemy, she
had no inkling that it was making waves
in the entire $AARC. Her ambitions may have
been met.

The subsequent statements by the
Bangladesh Foreign Ministry also makes the
content of her speech clear. The spokesperson
has said that it was a principled statement and
not directed against any person or country. In
fact, Hasina loves her acceptability at the
SAARC level, and has never taken the 1971 issue
to any international level to avoid a showdown
with Pakistan.

Meanwhile, India is obviously cheering the
whole episode as Pakistan hasn’t gained any
brownie points from the issue. Some Pakistani
political analysts have said that the CEO has
managed to get into a fight with a key South
Asia ally. Bangladesh has an active relationship
with India and shares a common boundary as
well as many unresolved issues. The migrants
issue is a serious sore point for both. In Bangla
politics, India matters, while Pakistan exists
only as part of a dreadful past and as a
counterpoise to India. Pakistan has more
friends than enemies in Bangladesh, and at
least some activists, which is why anti-Indian
groups can operate from there. But the present
episode will make Pakistan’s activities based
in Bangladesh—if any—more difficult.

But Hasina also may thank the Pakistan
leader for providing an issue just as election
time draws near. She can call on political
nostalgia and genocidal memories to whip up
voter sentiments against the BNP, which is
imaged as Pakistan-friendly. She has already
called for a formal apology from Pakistan for
what happened in 1971, and this time it will be
a potent issue, at least for the time being. One
more to add to her basket of the past which
helps her deal with the present.

It will be difficult for the BNP now. The anti-

Indian card will no longer be as big an ace as it
was before. The BRD will have to respond with
something concrete on the issuc, and that can
hardly be a defence of military take-overs. But
if she criticises Pakistan, she will po secn as
second fiddling Hasina, which will also go
against her party. It is a political catch-22 that
she might wish she wasn’t caught in.

Hasina was given support by India after her
father’s assassination in 1976, She remains
grateful. Now, she will have cause to be grateful
to Pakistan for what could have been an
avoidable reaction. It is all in the SAARC spirit.

SRI LANKA

WISHING FOR A
HUNG PARLIAMENT

CAN A hung Parliament that is widely
predicted in the run-up to Sri Lanka’s 10
October general elections, be the troubled
country’s great opportunity to abandon the
traditional confrontational politics, and work
towards a consensual government and the
resolution of the ethnic problem that has led to
a 17-year-long civil war? Some analysts and
intellectuals looking for positive aspects of an
otherwise grim scenario concede the
possibility.

Most observers agree that neither President
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s ruling People’s
Alliance (PA) or the opposition United National
Party (UNP) led by Ranil Wickremesinghe, are
likely to win a comfortable working majority in
the 225-member Parliament, particularly in the
context of the country’s proportional
representation system of elections that makes
large majorities improbable, if not impossible.
Although the picture can change in the four
weeks before the poll, as Liberal Party leader
Professor Rajiva Wijesinha says, “Unless there
is a lot of cheating, no party will get an absolute
majority.” S.L. Gunasekera who leads the new
Sinhala Urumaya Party emphatically agrees:

“A hung Parliament is a certainty if there is a

free and fair election.”

But there are widely held fears that the
election will neither be free nor fair, and that
the government will maximise the advantages
of incumbency to boost its own chances.
Already the anticipated violence has erupted
with seven persons including a candidate, being
killed in election-related incidents. While
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Kumaratunga maintains the public stance that
the election must be won “by fair and legitimate
means”, and says that “we have no intention
of winning by violence, thuggery or stuffing
ballot boxes”, there has yet been no credible
explanation offered on why an independent
election commission that has long been
demanded was not appointed in time for the
elections.

Kumaratunga was first elected prime
minister in August 1994, and was elected to
the nearly all-powerful presidency three
months later after her main opponent was
assassinated by the Tamil Tigers. She pledged
to abolish this office by July 1995 but failed to
deliver, and won a second six-year term in
December last year when she herself narrowly
escaped a Tiger assassination bid at her final
campaign rally. She remains a prime target of
the Lr1r, and has been forced by security
considerations to limit her campaign
appearances. Kumaratunga still says that she
will abolish the presidency through a new
constitution if her party is returned in October,
but she wants a six-year transitional provision
that will keep her in office with all powers intact
for the forthcoming term.

For his part, Wickremesinghe, a former
prime minister, has promised to “clip
Chandrika’s wings”, and says that the
president will have to learn to live with an
opposition-led Parliament which will restore
the supremacy of the legislature using existing
constitutional provisions. “From 11 October
(the day after the elections), we will ensure that
she will only be a nominal president. The
Parliament and cabinet will be more powerful.”
But given the powers the present Constitution
vests in the president, it is not going to be as
easy as campaign rhetoric makes it sound, for
it is Kumaratunga who will have to decide who
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commands the most parliamentary support and
pick a prime minister when the election results
are in.

Sri Lanka has had a brief 3-month
experience with the president and the prime
minister belonging to two different parties
when the UNP’s 17-year rule was ended in 1994
by a whisker of a victory by the Kumaratunga-
led PA. But the then president Dingiri Banda
Wijetunga, catapulted into office in the wake of
president Ranasinghe Premadasa’s assass-
ination, was a lame duck nearing the end of his
term. He adopted a conciliatory, non-
confrontational attitude towards Kumaratunga
who served briefly as prime minister under him,
until she consolidated her power by being
elected president. By ensuring the support of
Tamil parties in Parliament, she was able to
convert what was initially a single-vote
advantage in the legislature into a comfortable
working majority.

But it is going to be different this time round.
Wickremesinghe believes that Kumaratunga’s
700000 majority over him at the last December’s
presidential election he expected to win, was
largely influenced by sympathy votes following
the attempt on her life three days before polling.
Whether the UNP can retain the backing of
minority Tamil voters who supported
Wickremesinghe for the presidency, remains an
open question. But Kumaratunga’s government
is unpopular, particularly on the cost of living
issue. Another imponderable is whether the
Tigers will once again attempt to influence the
election result by deploying their suicide
bombing capability. They’'ve already played
their hand with a 15 September suicide bombing
in Colombo that killed six and injured 28.
Smaller parties that can tilt the balance of power
by appealing to voters disenchanted with both
the PA and the UNF, are also a part of the
equation.

Even the state-controlled media now
trumpeting PA propaganda have admitted to
the likelihood of a close finish. Meanwhile, the
Sunday Observer commented in its editorial that
“there is every possibility that the coming
Parliament will truly reflect the will of the
people and could lead to a new chapter of
consensual politics in the annals of Sri Lanka.”
Ken Balendra, head of John Keells Holdings,
the country’s biggest business conglomerate,
looks forward to that day. He says that nothing
could be better for the country than the PA and
the UNP working together: “A national

government will be ideal.” I
—Manik de Silva



Ipolitik of

The South Asian response to
AIDS is still mired in denial,
ignorance and wishful thinking.

But with more than a million

AIDS orphans in the region, it
is time the problem is tackled
head-on. Look to Uganda for
the answers.

by Mitu Varma

There are 34.3 miflion adults and
children living with HIVIAIDS in the
world today.

EXTREME POVERTY is the world’s big-

gest killer and the greatest cause of ill-health

and suffering across the globe,” said South Af-
rican President Thabo Mbeki in his opening
address to the 13th global AIDS conference in
Durban in July. Even as he was speaking, a
number of people began walking out.

South Africa is haome to the largest number
of people living with HIV/AIDS in the world—
a staggering 4.2 million.

“Gome in our commoen world consider the
questions Tand the rest of our government have
raised around the HIV-AIDS issue...as akin to
grave criminal and genocidal misconduct. What
[ hear said repeatedly, stridently, angrily, is—
do not ask any questions!”

The president went on to say that the re-
peated assaults of a large number of diseases
on the immune systems of Africans because of
the endemic poverty, could have led to the col-
lapse of the systems. And that led him to ques-
tion if all the ills of Africa could be Blamed on a
single virus.

President Mbcki raised global ire when he
set up a commission to probe whether safe sex,
condoms and anti-retrovirals (ARVs), were the
only answer to the health crisis confromting his
country. Most people surmised that he was
questioning whether HIV in fact caused AIDS.
The president took considerable pains to ex-
plain that he had in no way pulled back from
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system would become feasible, although this
cannot pay for the drugs themselves. Increased
expenditure on the public health system would
obviously help combat a host of other diseases,
which would then mean a reduction in the trans-
mission of HiV, For instance, decreasing sexu-
ally transmitted infections would cut down on
HIV infection. 1t would also help prevent HIV
infected persons from contracting a number of
other opportunistic infections once they are re-
moved from the environment.

The cost of ARVs varies
from country to counfry, de-
pending on patent laws, im-
port duties, registration
costs, taxes, distribution
costs and dispensing
fees, While costs in
South Africa are pro-
hibitive because of
patent laws and value (y
added taxes, in India
they are much cheaper
because the Intellectual
Property Rights of the WTO
do not come into operation
here for another four to five
years, and the Indian phar-
maceutical industry is
manufacturing, packaging
and even exporting the drugs.

A sampie of the
memory box

fpelow), and 1 India, the indigenous
11-year-old ; -
Nkosi Johnson. manufacturer Cipla says the
bom Hiv- basic triple therapy will
positive, ~ soon be available for USD 2500 a year as op-
makinga  posed to USD 9950 in the United States. But

speech at the
opening of the
Durban
conference.

the costs are still prohibitive for a country
where the per capita income is a mere USD 370
per year.

~ Poverty and AIDS
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AIDS in South Asia is a
widespread phenomenon.
In Sri Lanka, it is the women
migrant workers who are
the most affected. In
Bangladesh, pervasive pov-
erty and unemployment,
frequent natural disasters,
high mobility and migra-
tion, the low socip-eco-
nomic status of women and
their trafficking, commercial
blood donation and the
high prevalence of STDs, are
recognised by the UNDP as
factors favouring the spread
of HIV in that counfry.

War and refugee movements in Afghani-
stan, poverty, trafficking, migration, and the
secondary status of women in Nepal, and pov-
erty, income and gender disparities and high
rates of sexually transmitted diseases are
recognised as predisposing factors in India in
the UNDP report on AIDS in South and South
West Asia, 1999.

The common thread everywhere turns out
to be the lack of resources and under-develop-

ment in each of these countries. This

brings us back to President Mbeki’s
opening address where he repeatediv
stressed the links between poverty
and ot only with AIDS, but a host of
tiseases, angd the fact that a

hése factors, where
ans stand in the glo-
‘on AIDS? The African
ongress government in
frica has clearly laid
t it.is pot going to pro-
Rvs through its public health
tém for a few, till it can afford to
vide them for all its people. The
¢é ‘does not seem at all remiss
niseervagainst the country’s
rgle for equity in the apart-

chief direc-
o th African HIV/
AIDS programme, says the
drug regimens require doses on full stomachs
with clean drinking water. Even these are not
available in most parts of Africa and South
Asia. Defending her president, she says that
while AIDS activists say no African leader has
political commitment, they refuse to listen to
anyone who has a different perspective to of-
fer.

South Africa’s strategic plan for HIV/AIDS
and STD (for the period 2000-2005), concen-
trates on bringing all sections of the people to-
gether in a massive effort at providing preven-
tion and care. Meanwhile, the country is also
grappling with tremendous social and politi-
cal issues post-apartheid. In an already divided
society, AIDS has managed to create one more
rift. The clamour for access to ARVs has gener-
ated very emotional responses for, and against,
the government’s stance. The pharmaceutical
industry also has a key role in this contentious
debate since it has too much at stake.

In South Asia as yet, there is no clamour for
ARVs. In fact, the stigma attached to the disease
is still so strong, that there are few voices that
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dare to call for access to treatment. It is true
that the right to good health, treatment and care,
is a basic human right, and it is criminal to
deny people access to drugs because of lack of
resources. But till such time as South Asia can
work itseif out of the resource crunch, where is
it to look for answers?

North of South Africa to Uganda, it would
seem. A country with as poot a resource base
as most of South Asia, Uganda has managed
to bring down its prevalence rates from a re-
markably high 30 percent to 10 percent between
1992 and 1996.

The Uganda lesson

Denial, ignorance and plain wishful thinking
still characterise a lot of South Asian responses
to the AIDS pandemic. The result is often an
ineffectual, piecemeal and fragmented ap-
proach that only skirts the issue without tack-
ling it head on. On the other hand, a relative
success story like Uganda is characterised by
strong political commitment, a coherent and
integrated approach, and an openness that al-
lows discussion on key issues like sex and
sexuality.

The Ugandan government’s first official re-
sponse to the epidemic was in 1986, just about
when the Indian government also woke up to
AIDS. The then health minister, Dr. Rukahana
Rugunda, told a shocked World Health Assem-
bly in Geneva that Uganda had a problem with
AIDS at a time when the disease was associ-
ated with homosexuality, and stigma. Like In-
dia, Uganda too set up an AIDS Control
Programme in the Ministry of Health in 1986.
But they soon realised that the consequences
of the epidemic went far beyond merely health.
In 1992, they set up the Uganda AIDS Comrmnis-
sion (UAC) by a statute of Parliament and placed
it directly under the office of the president.

President Yoweri Museveni spoke about
the problem from every platform, increasing
awareness and reducing the stigma attached
to the disease. In 1994, the UAC came up with
the Multi Sectoral Approach (MASA) where
programmes for AIDS control were created in
12 line ministries. NGOs, CBOs, the private sec-
tor, religious leaders and a host of other play-
ers were involved in the fight against M1V / AIDS.

Young people were provided counselling
and support through youth centres that sought
to address queries on sex in an open and frank
manner. Two path-breaking publications for
very young children and teenagers—Young Talk
and Straight Talk—were started to provide ac-
curate information about reproductive health
issues. These are read by more than one mil-
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lion children and adolescents. They talk about
the physical and emaotional changes that take
place during adolescence, sexuality and safe
sex, including abstinence, STDs, including HIV
and AIDS, menstruation, pregnancy, family
planning and life skills.

The Straight Talk Foundation also organises
visits to schools by doctors, nurses, midwives
and counsellors to talk about these issues, while
also producing popular radio programmes on
the subject. Voluntary Counselling and Test-
ing (vCT) has been promoted in a big way and
community initiatives have led to the forma-
tion of a number of care and support
organisations, the best known of which is TASO
{The AIDS Support Organisation). It has eight
centres around the country and offers services
in testing, counselling, treatment, care, and
emotional, medical and social support.

Another such organisation is NACOWLA or
the National Council for Women Living with
AIDS, which provides a strong emotional and
financial support network for affected women
through self-help schemes. Among their more
touching schemes is the one where mothers get
together with their children to write “memory

ot TR & N

books” to record their family history and im-
portant moments, so that the family legacy re-
mains with the children once their parents are
no more.

Uganda has at least two million AIDS or-

‘phans. They are categorised as children under

the age of 15 who have lost either their mother
or both parents to AIDS. At first there were
homes for AIDS erphans, but now the Ugan-
dan policy is to trace the relatives of as many
children and send them to live with their ex-
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DEVELOPMENT WORK IN AFRICA
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Angola and Malawi
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ASIA FELLOWS PROGRANT2001-02 INVITES APPLICATIONS FROM SOUTH ASIR

The ASTA Tellows Program 2001-02 offers opportunities to outstanding young and mid-career Asian scholars, policy makers,
journalists and media professionals, to study and conduct research in a participating Asian country for up to nine months from
or after July 2001, Applications are accepted for projects in the arts, humanities and social sciences. The ASIA Fellows
Program is funded by a grant from the Ford Foundation to the Institute of International Education (I1E).

Fellowship Activities: Fellowships may javolve a variety of activities, including field-based research, language study, or
courses related to another Asian country (preferably in a different region of Asia). Fellows may aiso have oppornities to
present guest lectures or to conduct seminars and workshops at the invitation of host institutions. The program is open to
applicants who ate citizens of and resident in Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Republic of Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, the People’s Republic of
China, and the Republic of Korea. Projects can be carried out only in these countries. The program is not apen to applicants
from Afghanistan, Singapore, Japan, Hong Kong, North Korea, or Taiwan, and projects cannot be carried ourt in these
countries. In this notice, we invite applications from citizens of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka only. Projects must focus on an Asian country other than the applicant’s own, While an applicant
from South or Southeast Asia may propose a project in a country within his/her own region, preference is given to applicants
who propose to study ot conduct research in a region of Asia other than their own (e.g, a fellowship to an Indian scholar or
professional for research/study in China). Applicants should not plan to study or conduct their research in a country with
which their home country has a difficult diplomatic relationship because of the uncertainties of securing an affiliation and
obtaining a visa for research or study for a long-term stay. Fellowships are not for the principal putpose of completing doctoral
dissertations.

Eligibility Requirements

- Citzens of the ahove South Asian countries
- Master’s or doctoral degree or equivalent professional training and experience
- Proficiency in English or in the language of the host country appropriate to the proposed research project
- A minimum of 3 years of universiry teaching experience for scholars or 5 years of work experience for professionals
- Preference is given to candidates under age forty-five and to those withourt recent experience in the proposed host
country.

Application Forms: Please write, fax or e-mail for Information Brochures and Application Forms:

ASIA Fellows Program, C/o University of Pennsylvania, Institute for the Advanced Study of India (UPIASI)
India Habitat Centre, Core 5A, Ist Floor, Lodi Road, New Delhi-110 003, India

Tel./Fax: 91-11-460-4126/27; 469-8201, E-mail: upizsi@del2.vsnlnet.in

For further information, access the ASIA Fellows Program website:- hitp://wwwiie.org/cies/asiafellows/
Deadline for Completed Applications: January 14, 2001
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An International Philanthropic Foundation wishes to recruit dynamic young professionals as Program
Associates to work in its grantmaking and development programs in India.

The positions are New Delhi-based and limited to a maximum of two years.

Applicants must possess a Masters degree in a development-related field in the social sciences of
law; excellent English oral and written communication skills: and an interest in philanthropy and
development issues,

Good team-working skills are essential. Applicants should submit a cover letter, detailed CV, writing
sample, and two references to

PO Box No. 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal
Fax: 977-1-521013, E-mail: info @ himalmedia.com

No later than October 15, 2000.
Only short listed candidates will be
notified directly for interviews.
The positions are expected to be filled by January 15, 2001

Note: Please write Vacaney on the envelope.

Tvervthing vou wanted to know about the two central Nepal districts of Gulmi and Arghakhanchi. This book is
history, geography, enthrography and cultural studies all rolled into one. The result of a nine-year-long rescarch by
a team of Trench social scientists—perhaps the first study of its kind in MNepal.

Remsga: The Mountain of the Flurned Sage
edited by Philippe Ramirez

(2000, pp. x+304)

A Biblictheca Himalayica book

Ever wondered why Pokhara’s Phewa ake area has become such an evesore? Or, how the opening of Upper Mustang
has benefitted the locals there? This huok has the answers, and more, as it Iooks at three other tourist destnadons in
the Flimalaya and highlights the cssendal inerrelabonship between tourism and local progress.

Tontism as Development: Case Studses from the Fimalgya
B dited by Pitamber Sharma

(2000, pp. xii+179)

When ‘Tori Hapen first set foot in Nepal in 1950, he came as 2 development expert. Over the nine years that he
walleed 14,000 km across the lenpth and breadth of Nepal, conducting its first reconnaissance sutvet, he grew to
become a valued friend of the country. This is the original book that introduced Nepal, both 1o Nepalis and oursid-
ers. This fourth ediion of this classic includes the orginal reports and photographs even as it brings the reader up-
to-date with the changes Hagen has seen aver the course of a half-cenmury.

Toni Hagen's
Nepal: The Kingdors in the Himalaya
revised and updated with Deepak Thapa
(1999, pp. xviii+251)

The second and completely revised edinon of this acelaimed picrure hook-cum-sthnography study by a British ardst
and a Nepali scholar, The new edidon deals wich three additional population groups and comes with more colour
plates and sketches, and an additional Bnguistic map of Nepal.

Farer ﬁf f\'&pa/
by Jan Salter and Harka Gurung
(1999, pp. vi+99)
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sultin a large ‘peace dividend'’ and release large
resources which can be re-deployed for strate-
gies of direct attack on poverty and illiteracy,”
says economist Sushil Khanna.

It is not only the level of military expendi-
ture that is an issue. Also important is the fact
that a disproportionate amount of this is on
‘foreign’ arms. In other words, says Khanna,
the proportion of expenditure on foreign goods
(import intensity} is far higher in military
spending than social sector expenditure. South
Asia is largely a ‘closed economy’ and the eco-
nomic development in the region has been con-
strained by availability of foreign exchange. “A
cutback in military expenditure will be ad-
equate to reduce the pressure on balance of
payments by diverting demand away from the
global “merchants of death,”” says Khanna.

In a recent report by the International Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies, India’s defence bud-
get for a 1.2 million-strong military has gone up
by 21 percent compared to the previous year's
budget. Thirty percent of this budget will be
spent for procuring weapons and on military
research and development even as India em-

barks on large-scale development and deploy-
ment of missile systems. It is telling that the
outlay for military hardware procurement has
increased by 30 percent over last year’s 16 per-
cent increase.

What is obvious is that there are funds avaii-
able—but not for development. The Human De-
velopment Report for Seuth Asia estimates that
merely an outlay of one percent of the GNP on
education would be adequate to send all the
children to school in Seuth. This is meagre if
we take into account that it is less than what is
spent on cosmetics in the US or on ice cream in
Europe annually. Says Khanna, “The abomi-
nable social conditions persist not because of
lack of resources but political will.”

The tragedy of the Subcontinent is that the
overwhelming amount of death and illness
along with the debilitating socio-economic con-
sequences, are immensely preventable. Dis-
eases like malaria and TB do not have to be the
death noose they once were. But that will only
happen once the social and economic issues
are addressed. But where’s the political will to
achieve such an end? b

ECONOMIC

AND
POLITICAL

A social science journal featuring:

e research articles in economics, sociology, political
science and other emerging disciplines

e scholarly commentary on topical developments

e in-depth reports on people’s struggles

« regular columns by eminent social scientists

» DOOK reviews

o weekly statistical updates on the indian economy

o analytical review of company performances

« monthly review of the money market

Inland {inciuding Nepel and Bhutan)
(in Indian Aupees)

Six Months  One year

{nstitutions - 800 1500
Individuals 350 650 1150
Concessional Rates

Teachers/Researchers - 425

Students - 350 -

Two Years Three Years

e ——————

WEEKLY

A Sameeksha Trust Publication

SeeciAL ISSUES

e Review of Political Economy

» Review of Women Studies

o Review of Labour

e Review of Agricullure

o Review of Industry and Management

Subscription rates

Foreign
{annual rates in US 3)
Air Mail Surtace Mail
Institutions Individuals Institutions Indlviduals

2200 Pekistan, Bangladeeh & Sri Lanka a0 50 65 30

1700 USA, Canada, UK, Europe, Japan,
New Zealand, Australia and Aussia 150 100 90 65
1150 All other countries 100 70 70 50

HIMAL 13/10 October 2000







ﬁ auver

Guinea Pigs 11

South Asia does not have clear guidelines for medical
research. Multinational firms eager to push their products

take advantage of a ‘drug-naive’ population.

by Sandhya Srinivasan

ow long have you been on the medica

tion? What are your symptoms?” These

and a dozen more personal questions
were the price | was paying for checking my
Blood levels of a prescription drug at the phar-
macology department of a government hospi-
tal. I should have gone to one of the city’s fancy
diagnostic centres, where time is money, and
only essential questions are asked. But my doc-
tor had insisted that I get the test done at this
department, and who was [ to challenge her?

Why was such a detailed case history be-
ing filed T wondered, as T stared at the paint
peeling off the walls while waiting for various
ledgers to be thumbed through and long forms
filled out. Why did the government doctor
insist on going through all my medical papers
and taking notes from them? She certainly had
more questions than my own doctor had asked.
And why did my doctor insist that I come to
this centre for the test? “She wanted to save
you money,” said my interrogator. Kind
thought that, but I was already out a couple of
thousand rupees in this personal medical saga,
and a few hundred more were hardly likely to
make a difference.

Then the government doctor made an oft-
hand remark: “We're doing research on your
problem, building up a picture of the Indian
situation...”

When I returned to pick up the test results, I
asked if my medical records were going to be
used for any research. “We conduct various
studies here, write papers; they might refer to
such records...” Do they get permission from
the people whose records they use? “The no-
tion of informed consent in India is very recent,
and anyway, these are retrospective studies

using, medical
records...”

“In that case,
please note on my
record that T do not
give consent foritto
be used for research
purposes,” 1 said
abruptly, irritated as
much by the
doctor’s evasive-
ness as her inten-
tions. I stormed out
of the office, my an-
ger at the forces de-
termining my own
health and treat-
ment, now directed

S

at this cavalier atti-
tude towards getting personal information for
a research study.

That was the first time I got a tiny taste of
what it felt like to be a ‘research subject’—an
object of unwarranted attention. The ‘research-
ors’ cared about only one thing: how the details
of my health translated into a research paper
for them.

Dangerous tests
While this experience disturbed me, the gov-
ernment doctors were only milking me for my
fascinating medical history. They weren't de-
priving me of treatment, or using me as a guinea
pig for new drugs. And this irritating experi-
ence was really nothing corpared to what I dis-
covered in the months that 1 spent investigat-
ing the sad state of research ethics in India.
I'd read of poor North Indian women with
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pre-cancerous ie-
sions of the cervix,
who were observed
but not given treat-
ment—this as a
part of document-
ing the natural his-
tory of cervical can-
cer. (Researchers at
the Indian Council
of Medical Re-
search, under
whose aegis the
study was con-
ducted, argued that
at the time of the
study, the guide-
limes didn't require
informed consent.)

In the country’s
commercial capital,
Bombay, people
with severe angina
were paying pri-
vate doctors thou-
sands of rupees for
transmyocardial
revascularisation,
a procedure of un-

IvH HYHONYW

proven benefit. The
company manufacturing the equipment pro-
vided it free of cost to the doctors, in order to
collect data on the treatment and promote the
equipment at the same time. (Later, a review in
The Lancet concluded that the procedure might
reduce symptoms “at the cost of notable opera-
tive mortality”. Also, it made no difference to
other measures of cardiac health such as exer-
cise capacity, survival or cardiac function.)

In Karnataka and West Bengal, American
doctors on a mission to control the population
of the poor, were providing allopathic and tra-
ditional practitioners with pellets of Quina-
crine, a potentially carcinogenic anti-malarial
drug, to insert into the uteri of women desper-
ate for an end to child-bearing. The drug causes
inflammation and damage in the fallopian
tubes—effectively a chemical sterilisation.
Quinacrine sterilisation was promoted despite
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warnings from the Wi asking for toxicology
tests. The doctors reported on these
sterilisations as research.

This procedure was being carried out on
thousands of women in India, Bangladesh, Viet-
nam and other poor countries. A writ petition
in the Indian Supreme Court by activist
organisations forced the Drug Controller of In-
dia to undertake to ban this unapproved prac-
tice, though the court did not insist on follow-
ing up on the thousands of women who had at-
readyv undergone the procedure, to see if they
had developed complications. And reports in-
dicate that the practice has continued despite
the ban.

My own cutrage does not begin to match
that of Sharad Onta from the Resource Centre
for Primary Health Care in Kathmandu, Nepal,
who launched an agitation against clinical tri-
als for a Hepatitis E virus vaccine. The trials
were co-funded by Smith Kline Beecham and
the US government’s Walter Reed Army Insti-
tute of Medical Research, and conducted at its
Nepal field station, WARUN. This particular
viral infection affecting the liver can kill one in
three affected pregnant women. It is spread
through contaminated water, and is probably
responsible for up to 90 percent of jaundice
cases in Kathmandu where one in two people
show signs of previous infection (one in 50 get
the clinical disease), and Hepatitis E epidemics
occur annually.

However, Onta argued that for the people
of Kathmandu, it made better sense to tackle
the Hepatitis E problem by cleaning up the water
supply. But that wouldn't suit the researchers.
Testing the vaccine depends on the community
being provided a poor water supply, so that
many research participants are exposed to the
virus. To make sure the vaccine works, you need
a good number of your research participants to
get infected. The more common the disease, the
smaller the sample size needed, and the faster
the trial can be completed.

Onta also argued that it was highly unlikely
that any such vaccine would become available
and accessible to the peaple of Nepal, let alone
to others in the developing countries. (The real
market would be military personnet and West-
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research organisations (CROs) which under-
take clinical trials and other services for phar-
maceutical companies, are beginning to notice”.

The magazine mentions three CROs in In-
dia: Quintiles Transnational, a North Carolina-
based company with an Indian joint venture
whose customers are mainly American and
European pharmaceutical firms, recently
started clinical trials in India; the Bombay-
based pharmaceutical company Nicholas
Piramal expects to have revenues of INR 100-
120 million within three years; and Max India
signed a deal with an affiliate of Harvard Medi-
cal School to conduct clinical trials in India.

The article notes that the United States, Ja-
pan and the European Union agreed some years
ago on common standards for running clinical
trials. This means the US would accept data {to-
wards drug approval) from anywhere in the
world as Jong as those standards were met. Tri-
als in India would cost less than a third of what
they would in the West. Access to large num-
bers of people suffering from diseases like can-
cer, heart disease and AIDS drastically cuts the
time needed to bring new drugs to the market.
The existence of a ‘drug-naive’ population, par-
ticularly to AIDS drugs, further simplifies and
shortens the research process.

The technological revolution in India is also
proving that the country has the resources to
conduct trials that meet Western standards. It is
another matter that ethics is more difficult to
monitor, and may fall by the wayside. Or that
the benefits of such research are unlikely to be-
come accessible to the people on whom such
drugs are tested. In fact, almost the entire Sub-
continent is available for drug research, accord-
ing to an Internet listing of various companies
in the area which conduct this work for a fee.

People have argued that such research does
not bother to get true informed consent, and ex-
ploits patients’ medical illiteracy. Informed con-
sent is not a one-time event but a process which
must ensure that potential participants are given
all necessary infermation and its implications,
understand this information, and are in a posi-
tion to make a voluntary decision on participa-
tion. The fact is that the consent process is in-
fluenced by many factors, including potential
participants’ economic circumstances, their
health, their access to health services, and by
whether the researcher really tries to communi-
cate all the necessary information. Asigned con-
sent form is no guarantee of informed consent.

Unfortunately, some researchers take the
position of the South African branch of a well-
known CRO when it was ordered to stop all
drug trials after reports of deaths. The
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company’s representative insisted that the
company had ensured that the participants had
given their voluntary informed consent. How
did that take place? “We checked all the forms
to see if they were signed.”

Research abuse

With the population hysteria, much of medical
research in poor countries seems to concern con-
traceptives. Women’s organisations such as the
Saheli Women's Collective in Delhi and the Fo-
rum for Women’s Health in Bombay, have held
that contraceptive research is fundamentally dif-
ferent from other research: contraceptives are
used by healthy women, and not for the pre-
vention or treatment of any disease. Over the
vears, various activist publications have carried
detailed articles challenging the many research
projects on provider-controlled, Jong-acting hor-
monat contraceptives such as implants,
injectables and, now, anti-fertiiity vaccines, For
example, in the March 1985 issue of the Socialist
Health Review, researcher Ramla Bauxamana
dates India’s role as a testing ground for con-
traceptives back to the 1960s, initiated by vari-
ous international organisations. She estimates
that by 19853, at least 50,000 women had taken
partin research on various intra-uterine devices
and hormenal contraceptives, through contra-
ceptive testing units in Delhi and 14 other cit-
ies. Another article in the same issue argues that
contraceptive research has tended to focus on
provider-controlled methods, and was being
conducted without evidence of informed con-
sent or long-term follow-up—a theme repeated
in publication after publication over the years.

The most recent controversies have been on
the safety and efficacy of anti-fertility vaccines,
and their ethical testing. In Saheli’s 1998 publi-
cation, Targef Practice: Anti-Fertility Vaccines and
Women's Health, the writers argue that current
research violates international guidelines on
the scientific basis for human trials, on research
with unpredictable hazards, risk-benefit as-
sessment, informed consent, the use of lactat-
ing women as research subjects, and protec-
tion of participants who suffer injury.

The toothless watchdog in the many cases
of unethical research brought to the media’s at-
tention, has been the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR). Though in 1980, the ICMR's
policy statement on medical research called for
setting up ethics review boards at all research
institutions, and insisted that it would not fund
research which had not undergone ethical re-
view, this naticnal body has been unable to play
a major role in the monitoring of its own re-
search, not to speak of other organisations. Se-
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BANGLADESH HAS long been the site of extensive
research in maternal and child health and in contra-
ceptives, including the hormonal implant, Norplant,
and injectable hormones such as Depo Provera. A
medical researcher notes that there is strong opposi-
tion to the way both family planning and other re-
search is carried out in the country but provides no
further comments. In her article on the Global Repro-
ductive Health Forum page, Farida Akhtar of UBIGIN, a
Bangladesh-based NGO, declares: “Research and pre-
market trials are carried out on the bodies of poor
women in Bangladesh for new contraceptives.
Women become subject of these trials without their
knowledge or consent:..More coercion is exercised
as they do not want to give women any choice of opt-
ing out of the trial.” However, the article provides
insufficient details on the studies referred to.

In an undated article on the site www.quinacrine.
com, professor Syeda Nurjahan Bhuiyan, a senior
faculty member of the Chittagong Medical College,
reports of having sterilised 710 women since 1989
with an antimalarial drug not approved for use as a
chemical steriliser, through the medical college and
two community clinics. Her comment on the women'’s
profile is telling of how the practice is seen by the
involved doctors: 65 percent of the women were be-

tween 31 and 40 years old; 78 percent had four or
more children; B0 percent were either illiterate or had
only a primary education, and 75 percent had a fam-
ily income of less than 3000 taka a month. There is no
menton of information to the women, let alone con-
sent, nor of how many women were actually followed
up on and for how long, but the doctor reports that
“side effects were mild and transient”, and that there
were “no life threatening complications”. Bhuiyan
states that QS is safe and “acceptably effective”.
One organisation that may be heading towards
the right direction is the International Council for Di-
arrhoea Disease Research, Bangladesh (IDDRBj—at
least going by the fact that it mentions the function-
ing of its ethical review committee. This research body
funded by various international organisations, car-
ries details of its history, composition and ongoing
work. It has an ethical review committee that meets
regularly to examine and consider the ethical issues
of research protocols involving human subjects, and
has a subcommittee to monitor on-going research. The
15-member full committee comprises four from the
Council, one each from the Programme Coordination
Committee, Bangladesh Medical Research Council,
wHO's Country Programme Office in Bangladesh, and
eight from varying disciplines. A

A senior HIV researcher once remarked on
the irony of AIDS vaccine rescarch. The experi-
mental group is given the vaccine, the contro}
group a placebo. Both groups are supposed to
be counselled in safe practices, and then ob-
served to see how many become infected with
HIV. In order to prove the vaccine’s efficacy, the
control group must get a relatively high rate of
infection. In other words, the researcher needs
participants to undertake unsafe behaviours
and for some of them to develop a fatal condi-
tion so that the vaccine is proved effective. In a
1994 presentation to the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, Riedar Lie,
professor of philosophy at the university of
Bergen who worked in Sri Lanka, noted that
vaccine trials were being initiated in develop-
ing countries without any guarantee that they
will be available there once it is proved effec-
tive—a stated ethical requirement.

Research on AIDS drugs has begun in ear-
nest in India. According to The Indian Express,
various trials looking at the feasibility of drugs
to reduce vertical transmission, as well as pro-

phylactic treatments for health workers ex-
posed to HIV in their work, are taking place in
11 centres across the country. In Sangli, a local
NGO successfully challenged the trial design
looking at HIV transmission threugh breast-
feeding in a local hospital. The Indian Express
article points out that both doctors and patients
are looking at collaborative research on AIDS
drugs as an opportunity for these drugs: “But
what will happen when the trial is over?”
AIDS research was responsible for trigger-
ing off a heated international controversy on the
ethics of research in developing countries. 1t also
led to a movement—opposed by one section of
the research community—to revise international
ethics guideiines to permit variable standards
of care in developing countries. In 1997, an ar- -
ticle and an editorial in the New England Journal
of Medicine attacked ongoing clinical trials in-
volving more than 15,000 pregnant, HIV-posi-
tive women in Asia and Africa, which wanted
to see if a short course of the drug AZT reduced
the chances of the wormen passing the virus to
their children (a longer course of AZT, the 076
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regimen, was accepted as standard treatment
in the US). The problem was that the women in
the control group were given a placebo or sugar
pill instead of the established treatment. Such
research would have failed ethical review in
the US. It also violates current international
guidelines requiring that Western researchers
in developing countries provide study partici-
pants clinical care that meets the standards of
care in their home country.

The studies” proponents argued that the
longer course of AZT was too expensive and
difficult to administer in the research environ-
ment. Alternative study designs would require
a longer study, and this information was
needed urgently to help thousands of women
in developing countries. The participants, they
said, had given their informed consent, and
local ethics boards had approved of the stud-
ies, Finally, the argument was that the control
group would not have had access to the drug
anyway.

However, others pointed out that the re-
searchers had got their information by know-
ingly putting participants at risk, which went
against all ethical principles. And the benefits
of this research would not go to the partici-
pants’ community—where even the short-
course AZT was unaffordable because pharma-
ceutical companies fought to keep the prices
high—but to the developed world.

More recently, a study in Uganda looking
at the role of sexually transmitted diseases and
HIV viral load as risk factors for heterosexual
transmission of HIV, omitted to provide STD
treatment to one group in the study. Also, con-
trary to standard practice in the US, research-
ers did not ensure that HIV-positive people in-
formed their partners of their status. Ninety part-
ners became infected with Hiv during the course
of the study.

Such controversies have been directly be-
hind the current move in the World Medical
Association to revise the Declaration of
Helsinki. The Helsinki Declaration is one of a
set of international statements developed to ad-
dress ethical issues raised by international re-
search. Although not legally binding, such
statements carry a lot of weight in the interna-
tional community, and are taken seriously by
regulatory bodies that formulate ethical guide-
lines or regulations for biomedical research. If
the Declaration is revised, researchers in de-
veloping countries will be required to provide
participants the care depending on the stan-
dards in the country where the research is be-
ing done.
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ICMR guidelines

Such controversies, and the growing potential
for drug research in India may have also has-
tened the ICMR’s own interest in developing
ethical guidelines for research. Perhaps it also
envisaged the need for guidelines and an eth-
ics review structure in place if India were to
become the research centre it aspired to be.

Drawn up in 1997, the proposed guidelines
were the first effort to set down detailed guide-
lines. The last document addressing this sub-
ject was a four-page policy statement issued in
1980, and acknowledged as inadequate by se-
nior ICMR officials. Over the next year, the ICMR
held a series of public discussions all over the
country

However, these guidelines attempted too
much. For example, they included within their
scope assisted reproductive technologies such
as in-vitro fertilisation and related technolo-
gies used primarily—but not exclusively—for
infertility, for which it set down standards of
practice, not research. It also failed to articu-
late the different issues arising in research and
medical practice, and this was particularly evi-
dent in the sections on transplants and assisted
reproductive technologies. At the same time,
the proposed guidelines did not adequately ad-
dress genuine problems in research ethics,
which Indians are bound to encounter with
growing collaborative research. There has been
no information on how they will be imple-
mented; nor how they will govern institutions
outside the ICMR’s ambit. Still, the 1997 guide-
lines will represent a big step forward for re-
search ethics, once they become public.

In July 2000, a report in The Times of India
announced that after more than two years of
deliberations, the ICMR’s guidelines had been
finalised and would be made public within a
week. 1t's September and we're still waiting.

Meanwhile, the WHO has pointed out that
90 per cent of health research in the world ad-
dresses the problems of the healthiest 10 per-
cent of the population. We need research which
addresses the needs of majority of our people.
The question is: can this be done ethically and
effectively? A
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which call for public participation
in project appraisal, and effectively
trying to isolate the residents and
public opinion from the decision-
making process.

The company has stayed silent
on the judgement. Tts local partner,
Sarabhumi {Pvt) Limited, threatened
to take the government to court far
breach of promise, shortly after the
judgement was delivered, but has
since kept a low profile.

The government caught the
worst of the Supreme Court’s dis-
approval over the proposed mine.
In 1997, a government committee
held a final round of negotiations
with Freeport MacMoran and its
subsidiary IMC Agrico, arriving at a
minera! investment agreement that
gave the company exploration and
mining rights for 30 years in the core
and buffer area. In exchange, the
government only claimed a 10 per-
cent shareholding in the new joint
venture set up to mine the deposit.

The huge mineral deposit, close
to the ancient capital of Anura-
dhapura, was ‘discovered’ by sci-
entists in the early 1970s. Since then,

the government has been using very -

limited quantities, 40,000 metric
tonnes a year, to produce phosphate
fertiliser for local needs.

Twenty years ago, the state be-
gan hunting for a foreign joint ven-
ture to exploit the deposit and rake
in foreign exchange for the govern-
ment coffers. Sporadic bouts of ne-
gotiations followed by long years of
slumber discouraged many an in-
vestor, but not Freeport MacMoran
and IMC Agrico. The first round of
official negotiations with the com-
pany commenced in 1994 and ended
with the mineral investment agree-
ment in 1997, at a time when the
government was hard pressed to
raise cash to fight the ongoing civil
war against the militant guerilla
group, LTTE.

Initial studies at Eppawala
show a proven deposit of 25 million
metric tonnes of high-grade phos-
phate and a probable reserve of 35
million MT. The Ministry of Indus-
trial Development has stated that the
company would mine just 26.1 mil-

lion MT in 30 years, leaving the coun-
try with a substantial deposit at the
end of contract.

The lack of thorough scientific
study on the extent and area of de-
posit was a factor that kept surfac-
ing during the court hearing. The
Supreme Court clearly directed the
government to desist from entering
into any contract before comprehen-
sive exploration determines the ex-
act extent, quantity and quality of
the mineral deposit. The court
agreed that the government’s
shareholding of the mining com-
pany, at 10 percent, would be woe-
fully small if the deposit was found

Unlike many large-
scale environmental
issues foughthy NGOS
and lawyers in sterile
legal hattles, Enpawala
is refreshingly differ-
entsince the peopie of
the area were not
overawed by the aura
of agiant company.

to be much larger than earlier esti-
mated. This would translate to a lop-
sided profit sharing, leaving the
country at a disadvantage while the
multinationals make their billions
and leave a trail of destruction.

Freeport MacMoran’s reputation
in the gold mines of Iriyan Jaya in
Indonesia was a factor played up by
the environmental lobby opposing
the project. The company’s track
record of pollution, destruction and
bad public relations with indig-
enous communities, was a huge blot
against the local company, which
eventually tried to distance itself
from Freeport MacMoran.

Unlike many large-scale envi-
ronmental issues fought by NGOs
and lawyers in sterile legal battles,
Eppawala is refreshingly different
since the people of the area were not

overawed by the aura of a giant
company. The case was filed by resi-
dents imploring the Supreme Court
to prevent the imminent danger to
their fundamental rights guaranteed
by the Constitution. The petitioners,
including Buddhist monk Maha-
mankadawela Piyaratna, success-
fully argued that the government,
through the mineral investment
agreement, has ignored their rights
to life, work and residence in the area
of their choice.

The state institutions and the
company tried to argue that the
threat is imagined and not real until
the company completes explora-
tion, and then go on to decide the
extent of the mine. But the court
ruled: “Fairness to all, including the
petitioners ... and not the comfort of
the mining company should be the
deciding factor.”

The proposed mine ploughs
through an ancient irrigation system,
designed over 2000 years ago to sup-
port rice agriculture. Engineers of
the past used a system of under-
ground aquifers to feed mineral nu-
trients into the irrigation channel,
Jaya Ganga (river of triumph), which
carried the fertilised water to rice
fields north and west of Eppawala.
The irrigation channel still supports
a huge cultivated area and provides
drinking water to 100 villages up-
stream. Heavy mining would cause
immeasurable harm to the channel,
poliute its waters and create a haz-
ardous situation for farmers depen-
dent on its water.

The judgement, while ordering
the state to carry out comprehensive
studies of the deposit and means of
its use, also prohibited the state from
contracting any such project outside
the premise of national environmen-
tal laws.

Quoting the Rio Declaration, the
judges stated: “Human beings are at
the centre of concerns for sustainable
development. To achieve sustain-
able development, environmental
protection shall constitute an inte-
gral part of the development process
and cannot be considered in isola-

A

tion from it.” Indeed. &
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weights of Pakistani politics have
also been convicted in different
cases of corruption and gross mis-
use of power, and sentenced by the
courts.

Sharif, for example, was in early
August convicted of violating the
country’s tax laws by concealing the
ownership of a helicopter in his
wealth declarations. In line with the
accountability law, he was given the
maximum punishment—14 years
rigorous imprisonment and banned
from taking part in politics for 21
years. He was also fined PINR 20 mil-
lion (USD 40,000). Earlier this year,
he was jailed for life on two counts
of attempted hijacking and terror-
ism by an anti-terrorism court. The
charges stemmed from the dramatic
events of 12 October 1999 when
the army chief General Pervez
Musharraf’s plane was denied
landing at Karachi airport after be-
ing mystericusly sacked. In the
stand-off that ensued, the military
toppled the government in a blood-
less coup and seized power. Sharif
was arrested and has been in
jail since.

Then there is the never-say-die
Bhutto who is now in exile, and fac-
ing arrest on setting foot on Paki-
stani soil. In a case filed by the Sharif
government early last year, she was
convicted by the Lahore High Court
of accepting kickbacks worth mil-
lions of dollars in allotment of gov-
ernment contracts during her days
in power. She, along with her hus-
band Asif Zardari, was sentenced to
five years in jail, fined USD eight
million and disqualified from politics.

As soon as the ban on convicts
from holding public and party of-
fices was announced, a strange
thing happened. Not many had
thought they would see it happen
and it was a sight to behold.
Bhutto’s Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPPY and arch rival Sharif’s Paki-
stan Muslim League (FML) got to-
gether formally on one platform for
the first time ever. Bitter foes of yes-
terday, compelled friends of today.

The venue was the meeting of the
noisy and rickety 42-party All Par-
ties Conference (APC) convened by
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the granddaddy of Pakistani poli-
tics—the evergreen Nawabzada
Nasrullah Khan-—to discuss resto-
ration of democracy. While the
meeting’s overt symbolism—the
first broad, united political alliance
against the present military govern-
ment—was not lost on anyone, it's
other, more relevant significance
was stark too: it has led to an alli-
ance between the two largest and
the most influential parties of the
country, which between them have
come to power through democratic
elections six times and given the
nation four prime ministers:
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Mohammed
Khan Junejo, Benazir Bhuito and
Nawaz Sharif.

The conference was also the first
time in the political career of de-
posed premier Sharif that he allowed
his party to sit with Bhutto’s PPP.
Not all have forgotten him repeat-
edly saying that Bhutto and her
party were security risks for the
country. And of course, it is ail to-
gether too early to forget that the PPP
actually had greeted the ouster of the
Sharif government ten months ago
hollering with joy, its leaders actu-
ally distributing sweets. Not many
in Pakistan thought the party that
symbolised resistance against mili-
tary rule, would actually be welcom-
ing a military coup.

Whatever the outcome of the flir-
tation between the PPP and the PML,
the coming together of Bhutto and
Sharif’s parties does indicate the first
major shift—some would term it a
sea change—in Pakistani politics in
a decade. For the past decade, the
four Bhutto and Sharif governments,
alternating every two and a half
years on an average, have outdone
each other by way of misrule and
poor governance. There is little to
choose between their 1990s and the
1980s presided over by military dic-
tator General Ziaul Haq, as far as
people’s progress and prosperity
are concerned,

Sharif’s dalliance with the PPP
is easily explained—he more than
anyone else knew that he had little
mass support and that senior party
leaders had left him in the lurch,

and there was nothing else left to
do but to mend fences with other
parties, especially his arch-rival
Bhutto's PPP, to keep himself politi-
cally alive. In a letter written from
jail read out to a high-level party
meeting, Sharif said the political set-
up in the country must have the full
participation of Benazir Bhutto.
This coming from a man whose one
pet hatred was Benazir, whom he
did not even grant an audience the
two times he was in power. What's
more, Bhutto returned the favour by
urging the military not to decide the
future of the country without con-
sulting both her and Sharif!

As far as Bhutto and Sharif go, it
is a case of ‘you scratch my back and
I scratch yours’. No wonder then
that some other leading politicians
are not amused. Here’s what Imran
Khan has to say about the Bhutto-
Sharif political téte-a-téte: “The
Sharif-Bhutto alliance is nothing but
an insult to the people’s sensibili-
ties because they haven't forgotten
the serious allegations the two have
been levelling against each other
and processing corruption cases in
courts against each other. Sharif
was convicted for corruption last
month in a case actually filed by the
Bhutto government, and Bhutto was
convicted for corruption last year in
case filed by the Sharif government.”

Former president Farooq Leghari
is equally sceptical. He says the PML
and the PPP have “cleverly manipu-
lated” the smaller parties in order
to get together and gain political le-
gitimacy. Leghari calls them
“strange bedfellows” who are
driven by the ulterior motive of es-
caping from the noose of the law.

But even this last bid at restor-
ing lost glory seems a futile effort,
at least for some time in the future.
General Musharraf's government is
firmly in control, and faces no prob-
lems in setting its own pace for re-
turning to demaocracy, which is the
Supreme Court-sanctioned three-
year period. Meanwhile, the he and
she of Pakistani politics can sweat it
out in friendship. :







While the hig satellite channels are given full
bombardmentrights, communityradioisa

medium that the officialdom fears. Sad.

by Frederick Noronha

largest democracy, but it fears

of opening up the airwaves to
the commonman. Its democratic tra-
ditions may be far stronger, yet coun-
tries like Nepal and Sri Lanka are
edging past it in making radio rel-
evant to their citizens. India’s retuc-
tant march towards democratising
radio indeed makes the intentions
of its rulers suspect.

Broadcasting in India is speedily
shifting its profile. Indian radio is
currently changing from being a gov-
ernment monopoly to highly-
commercialised broadcasting. But
this needs to be democratised too.
Privatisation and total deregulation
will not mean much to the average
citizen if radio fails to get a chance

India claims to be the world’s
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to make a difference to his or her life,
India has so far clearly given step-
motherly treatment to public service,
community, educational and devel-
opment broadcast networks.

Over five years back, the Indian
Supreme Court made an interesting
ruling. This judgement strongly cri-
tiqued the long-held government
monopoly over broadcasting. In
early 1995, the court declared the
airwaves as public property, to be
utilised for promoting public good
and ventilating plurality of views,
opinions and ideas. The judgment
held that the “freedom of speech and
expression” guaranteed by Article
19(1){a) of the Indian Constitution
includes the right to acquire and
disseminate information; the right

to disseminate includes the right to
communicate through any media,
print, electronic or audio-visual.
“The fundamental rights,” said the
judgement, “can be limited only by
reasonable restrictions under a law
made for the purpose... The burden
is on the authority to justify the re-
strictions. Public order is not the
same thing as public safety and
hence no restrictions can be placed
on the right to freedom of speech and
expression on the ground that pub-
lic safety is endangered.”

Judges Sawant and Mochan held
that: “Broadcasting is a means of
communication and, therefore, a
medium of speech and expression.
Hence in a democratic polity, nei-
ther any private individual, institu-
tion or organisation nor any govern-
ment or government organisation
can claim exclusive right over it. Qur
Constitution also forbids monopoly
either in the print, or electronic
media.”

The judgement rightly noted that
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Indian broadcasting was being gov-
ermed by archaic laws. The Indian
Telegraph Act of 1885 was meant
for a different purpose altogether.
When it was enacted, there was nei-
ther radio nor television, but both
these media were later sought to be
fitted into the definition of “tele-
graph”. In view of this, the judges
said it was essential that the Indian
Parliament “steps in soon to fill the
void by enacting a law or laws, as
the case may be, governing the
broadcast media, i.e. both radio and
television”. The judges also in-
structed the federal government to
“take immediate steps to establish
an independent autonomous pub-
lic authority representative of all
sections and interests in the society
to control and regulate the use of the
airwaves”.

Local radio

But what has been the official re-
sponse to this progressive judge-
ment? Reluctantly, the state-con-
trolled broadcaster, All India Radio,
was given some level of ‘autonomy’.
For the most part, this meant that
the organisation would have to con-
centrate on earning revenues, and
foot a growing part of its own bill.
In mid-November 1999, the govern-
ment announced that the bidding
process to set up 140 FM (frequency
modulation) stations in 40 cities had
closed to “overwhelming re-
sponse”, with 349 potential broad-
casters finally left in the race for a
license.

Questions were however asked
as to who was given a chance to en-
ter this race, and how much public-
ity had in fact been accorded to the
move to privatise radio broadcast-
ing. By early August 2000, it was
announced that some 26 companies
have received letters of intent from
the Indian government, after bidding
to set up FM radio stations in 40 In-
dian cities. Three companies were
not given letters “as clearance had
not come from the Home Ministry”,
as news reports put it.

But how open is open? Can the
diversity of a country of one billion
be reflected by a litile over two

dozen companies, who will be
broadcasting mainly entertainment
programmes from cities across ur-
ban India?

Argues professor B.P. Sanjay of
the Sarojini Naidu School of Com-
munication of the University of
Hyderabad: “The license system {for
setting up private FM radio stations)
and the response is reminiscent of
the telecom bids. The companies in
the name of low returns are likely to
default on the price and would ex-
pect a package to bail them out, and,
as is the case with many other auc-
tions, the government will respond.
We have to really wait and watch
the developments with regard to
many or diverse uses of radio, if any,
by the media giants. The commurni-
ties who want and deserve some at-
tention are yet to get their voices
heard.”

For decades, India’s radio sta-
tions have been centralised, govern-
ment-controlled, over-dependent on
relays, and lacking in editorial inde-
pendence. In recent years, a small
number of citizens’ groups across
India have been pushing for some-
thing altogether different, through
the community radio model. Re-
cently, a group meeting in
Hyderabad issued the Pastapur Ini-
tiative on Community Radio, re-
leased at the end of a four-day
UNESCO-sponsored workshop from
17-20 July. It pointed out that “a
truly people’s radio should perceive
listeners not only as receivers and
consumers, but also as active citi-
zens and creative producers of me-
dia content”.

The workshop said that if the
government is really serious about
freeing broadcasting from state mo-
nopoly, then it needs to proceed to
its logical conclusion by expanding
the available media space, and per-
mitting communities and
organisations representing them to
run their own radio stations. It was
also pointed out that community ra-
dio should have three key aspects:
non-profit making, community own-
ership and management, and com-
munity participation. Community
radio is distinguished by its limited

local reach, low-power transmission,
and programming content that re-
flects the educational, developmen-
ta] and cultural needs of the specific
community it serves.

India could well benefit from the
creation of a three-tier system of
broadcasting in the country: a state-
owned public service network (ex-
isting framework}); commercial pri-
vate broadcasting; and non-profit,
people-owned and -managed com-
munity radio stations.

Delhi-centred

Permission for low-cost community
radio has long been on the cards. But
while dozens of FM radio stations
are currently being set up by the pri-
vate sector, the rules for setting up
non-profit stations are yet to be
framed. Even educational institu-
tions and universities—like the
Indira Gandhi National Open Uni-
versity, Shantiniketan, the National
Law School University of India and
Jamia Milia—have been waiting to
reach out via the airwaves.

Non-profit and development
organisations have been lobbying
for more than five years to get the
go-ahead to broadcast information
that could help the “information
poor” to get an understanding of
issues critical to their lives. Recently,
neighbouring countries like Nepal
and Sri Lanka made waves by allow-
ing non-profit community radios to
be set up. Asian countries like the
Philippines has already shown the
beneficial impact of such locally-
managed, non-profit initiatives
taken up by the citizens themselves.
Nepal’s Radio Sagarmatha, run by a
body of environmental journalists,
has attracted attention globally for
its unique style of operation in a
Subcontinent where radio has so far
been tightly government-controlled.
Despite an unhelpful attitude by the
government, Radio Sagarmatha has
been airing information-based and
green messages.

Sri Lanka too is showing the way.
“In Sri Lanka, we are using a com-
munity radio station in Kotmale to
find information on the Internet,
which readers ask for via phone or
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post. This helps villagers to get ac-
cess to the information superhigh-
way,” says University of Colombo
journalism lecturer Michael L.R.
David. He is the project leader of the
Kotmale community radio station,
which took off in May 1999, and is
being studied worldwide as an in-
novative experiment in develop-
ment communication.

India’s state-owned All India Ra-
dio (AIR) had set up a string of local
radio stations some years ago, and
in the last decade, its programmes
have focused more on the rural popu-
lation and the urban lower middle
classes. But again, the stations are
not exactly locally relevant, neither
are they community-run. Repeated
changes in governments and bu-
reaucratic red tape have meant that
community radio is still to become
a reality in India.

Bazlur Rahman of the Bangla-
desh Coastal NGOs Network for
Radio and Communication says
that Dhaka is expected to license
non-profit radio for community
groups in 2001.

T.H. Chowdary, advisor to
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu Naidu on tech-
nology matters, said at the recent
Hyderabad meeting that, “On FM,
the bandwidth permits a very large
number of low-powered radio
transmitters. There can be up to
5,000 FM stations, roughly the same
number of tehsils {district sub-divi-
sions) in India.”

Today, it is technically and eco-
nomically feasible to set up hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of low-pow-
ered FM radio stations across the
country. These would not interfere
with one another. What is lacking are
the government laws to permit this,
and the political will to allow radio
to play its role in a country like
India.

For instance, two young men,
Vikas Markanday and Dayal Singh
of Rohtak in Haryana, both aged 21,
have assembled a low-cost FM radio
transmitter that they hope will
spread useful information that
could bring about change in the lives
of villagers, including on agricui-
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tural practices. “Such radio can
play a vital role in low-cost commu-
nication. Rural developmental is-
sues can be taken up, illiteracy can
be overcome. Farmers in the field
could easily be given the informa-
tion inputs they need,” says
Markanday. Both the radio activists
belong to Nutra Indica Research
Council, a non-profit NGO in Rohtak
that seeks to put rural innovators in
touch with scientists. Weighing ap-
proximately 12 kilograms, their en-
tire “radio station” fits into a brief-
case, with the transmitter having a
range of 10-15-km radius.

And it has not been because of
any lack of proposals that commu-
nity broadcasting has not taken off
in India. Some of the suggestions
have been: small transmitters with a
reach of ten kilometres; a studio with
recording and broadcasting facili-
ties; and broadcast hours in keeping
with Jocal context.

Media advocacy groups have
been pressing for licenses to be
given to universities (particularly
agricultural universities, medical
institutions, adult and legal literacy
organisations), registered coopera-
tives, women's cooperatives and
other suitable public bodies. "Our
problem has been a Delhi-centric
approach to broadcasting. One fear
is that (community broadcasting
and grassroots radio) could become
inconvenient for the existing power-
structure,” says prominent media
critic K.E. Eapen.

Rediscovery
What has also happened alongside
is the Indian middle class’ rediscov-
ery of the radio with the FM boom
of the 1990s. But it has also got to be
mentioned that for the bulk of citi-
zens of the country, radio has always
been the only affordable electronic
gadget. Recent studies suggest that
radio in India has a potential
listenership of 98.5 percent of the
country’s population. Therc are
some 104 million radio homes,
double the number of TV homes.
And it has to be said that the ra-
dio is not merely a “poor man’s de-
vice”. In affluent Europe, radio plays

a major role in the community’s life,
taking across relevant, local informa-
tion in a way perhaps no other me-
dia can. It is particularly effective in
the busy morning hours, while TV
takes over in the evenings.

The Indian officialdom, however,
is still apprehensive of opening up
radio to the people. Although offi-
clals say that AIR’s low-powered
stations in semi-rural areas—some
89 exist already—could offer one-
hour time slots to panchayats or
“bonafide” representatives of the
communities, they then entangle the
entire debate on the identifying pro-
cess of which non-profit or voluntary
organisation is a “true representa-
tive of the community”. They then
make token gestures such as allow-
ing non-profit groups time-slots on
existing official channels.

All sections of non-official radio
are barred from airing news, even
though the officialdom doesn’t mind
the entire globe bombarding India
with whatever programmes via sat-
ellite. One argument proffered is that
of the difficulty in monitoring radio
stations in the “remote corners”.
Imagine the same yardstick being
applied to all the small newspapers.
Anyway, why should the govern-
ment presume that all citizens of this
country have malafide intentions? Is
it not possible to have a broadcast-
ing regulatory authority to ensure
that broad guidelines, and prefer-
ably a voluntary code, be respected?

Media critics like Sevanti Ninan
have aptly asked the question: “Why
is (the government} so nervous
about opening up a medium that has
powerful development potential?
Are media groups such as the own-
ers of the The Times of India and Mid-
day more benevolent than develop-
ment groups? Why is a 52-year-old
demacracy so terrified of positive
decentralisation?”

All questions that could indeed
do with some answers. 2
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Alternative

history of aborderland

A pictorial narrative of an unexplained land.

have never been to the

Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHTs)

and I first heard of it in the cam-
pus of Brandeis University during
the fall of 1984. T had just arrived in
the suburban Boston campus from
Kathmandu, and befriended some
Bengali students from Calcutta.
Some weeks into the semester, one
of them, Kaushik Ghosh, asked me
if T wanted to accompany him to visit
a senior student from Bangladesh
who lived off-campus. The idea of
going outside the campus and the
additional possibility of acquiring
non-cafeteria food for dinner was
quite attractive. That is how T first
met Prasanta Tripura and got to
know a bit about his homeland—
the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

The same evening 1 got to hear
about the differences between the
Bengali and the Chittagong hill per-
son. Prasanta had asked Kaushik if
he was a Bengali. After a vyes,
Kaushik, who knew Prasanta came
from Bangladesh, had bounced
back the same question. In replying,
Prasanta had paused a bit and said,
“Yes... but actually I am a Tripura
from the Chittagong Hill Tracts.”
Many dinners later, and perhaps
after trying to explain things to those
of us who had not known homes
outside of urban environinents, he
had said, “You guys from
Kathmandu or Calcutta have more
in common with people from Bos-
ton or New York than with me!”

These conversations among
three South Asians and the play of
identities contained within them,
have defined my fascination for the
CHTSs since then. The Chittagong Hill
Tracts: Living in a Borderland by his-
torian Willem van Schendel and
anthropologists Wolfgang Mey &
Aditya Kumar Dewan, records

The f.‘hl'qtagung Hiil Tiners,

The Chittagong Hill Tracts: |
Living in a Borderland ‘
‘ by Willem van Schendel, Wolfgang Mey &
Aditya Kumar Dewan ‘
White Lotus Press, Bangkok, 2000
Price not mentioned ‘
1SBN: 974-8434-98-2
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many such encounters at several
levels, and it is no surprise that
Prasanta, now an anthropologist, is
thanked by the authors for help ren-
dered in the making of the book.

Talking of encounters, this book
is first a record of the encounter be-
tween photographic technology
and the land and the people of the
CHTs. More than 400 photo-
graphs—many of them being pub-
lished for the first time—make up
the bulk of the book. Many of these
photographs come from private col-
lections of families with ties with the
CHTs. The original photographers
were both outsiders—travellers, co-
lonial and post-colonial officials,
academics, missionaries, journal-
ists, development workers—and in-
siders who could afford a camera.
Although the authors do not dwell
at length on shifts in photographic
technology and their implications
for the political economy of access
to the medium, these factors cer-
tainly influenced the medium’s en-
gagement with the CHTs.

Photographic technology had
established itself in the plains of
South Asia by the 1850s, and had
reached its borderlands such as the
CHTs or Nepal by the 1860s. The pho-
tographs included in this volume
cover the century plus period be-
tween the 1860s and the 1970s. Till
the early decades of the 20th cen-
tury, the photographers were pre-
dominantly outsiders. But as costs
reduced, many CHTs people began
wielding the technology, and started
consuming it in various capacities.
As part of the growing practice of
the use of these visual cultural evi-
dence by historians and anthropolo-
gists of South Asia, the authors in-
terpret the photographs both as an
evidence of the conventions that
were imbibed in the consumption
of the medium and as a record of
the social history of the region. The
latter is told as a history of encoun-
ters and self-fashionings.

The CHTs are strikingly different
from the altuvial plains of the rest
of Bangladesh. As the American ge-
ographer David Sopher (who is
seen in one of the photographs but
whose work is surprisingly not
listed in the references) put it in the
1960s, the hills are “an expression
of simple folding in youthful
sedimentaries: the resulting ridges,
1500 to 2000 feet high, are seven to
ten miles apart.” But the social iden-
tity of the region was constructed
within the political history of en-
counters between the region and its
people with outsiders.

In the pre-colonial era, the hills
were run by small self-governing en-
tities of various tribes. By the first
half of the 19th century, this ‘gov-
ernment’ was controlled by two hill
chiefs living in Rangamati and
Bandarban, who were assisted by
various subordinates. The British,
although they took over the
Chittagong plains, did not change
this arrangement with the hills. The
CHTs remained a part of the Regula-
tion District of Chittagong until
1860 when the British took over. The
tribal leadership was incorporated
into a larger colonial bureaucracy
but the CHTs still maintained the
status of a “unique district’. In 1947,
the CHTs were included in what be-
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came East Pakistan, and the land
and its people became subject to the
developmentalist whims of the Pa-
kistani government. The construc-
tion of the Kaptai dam in the late
1950s disrupted the physical and
social geography of the CHTs in a
major way. After the emergence of
Bangladesh in 1971, the CHTs be-
came the subject of ‘national inte-
gration” discourses of the majority
Bangladeshi Bengalis. Subsequent
developments saw the rise of tribal
militancy in the form of armed
groups. An accord has put an end
to this violence, but that took place
after the period covered in this book.

Within this political history, the
photographs and the texis given in
19 thematic chapters tell us about
the creation of the colonial aristoc-
racy, the public display of power by
the local chiefs and elites, the
overlordship of Pakistan, and the
development projects that were ini-
tiated in the CHTs. Within these
power relations, the photographs
and the texts also discuss the West-
erners’ discovery of “a rustic para-
dise” of “simple” people and the pa-
ternalism of the post-colonial
Bengali sahibs. Other obsessions in
the form of bodies and costumes,
images of nature, religious practices
in the hills (including missionary
efforts), and the coming to terms with
modem machines are also dealt with.

Another encounter that chara-

cterises this book is contained
within the theoretical terrain of his-
tory-writing. The photographs and

the accompanying text speak of a

framework that asserts to decentre
the dominant naticnalist narratives
of the history of Bangladesh and
recognise an alternative telling of
social history—one in which atten-
tion is paid to gender and class dy-
namics. The two themes that have
characterised nationalist history
writing in Bangladesh have been the
making of the Bengali nation and
the emancipation of the Muslim. By
refusing to mould the social history
of CHTs within this bi-polar nation-
alist framework, the authors give
birth to a new social memory of the
region using written and visual
sources as their primary archive. It
is a largely successful effort.
However, one wishes that they
could have also considered framing
their analysis more fully against the
post-1971 imperatives of develop-
ment nationalism and the accompa-
nying Bengali discourses of national
integration whereby efforts were
made to “bring the tribes of CHTs
within the national mainstream”.
While the authors do dwell on this
kind of Bengali paternalism in the
conclusion and elsewhere, it is a
theme that deserved a much fulier
treatment. Such an analysis could
have dissected, for example, the book
Tribal Leadership and Political Integra-

CHTs women being prepared for a

photograph.

ton edited by R I Chowdhury and
published from the University of
Chittagong in the late 1970s. And
for a book described as the first com-
prehensive work on the CHTs, the
reference list is too brief and selective.

As far as recent books on histori-
cal encounters and the politics of
identities in South Asia are con-
cerned, this volume does not match
the comprehensiveness of a work
such as Life and Death on Mt. Everest:
Sherpas and Himalayan Mountaineer-
ing (1999, Princeton) by the anthro-
pologist Sherry B. Ortner. But for its
use of photography as the building
block of an alternative history, it is
an exemplary text for our region.
Like the authors, one can only hope
that it will give rise to comparative
historical narratives that overcome
the dominance of a variety of “low-
land-oriented nationalisms”. A

People’s history of Partition

Pakistan came into being not simply because of Muslim communalism.

ore than half a century af
ter the single most violent
and traumatic event in In-

dian history, the wounds of Parti-
tion are yet to fully heal. Much has
been written about Partition and the
events preceding and following it.
Yet, as Mushirul Hasan notes in his
prologue to this book, almost all the
literature available on the subject
deals with the realm of high poli-
tics, of the protracted, and ultimately
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futile, negotiations between the
Congress, the Muslim League and
the British. What is missing from
most accounts of Partition are the
voices of ordinary people whose
fates were decided by politicians in
Delhi, Shimla and London. This
book seeks to draw out these ig-
nored, margina-lised voices, to illus-
trate the meanings of the Partition
event for those common people af-
fected by it, and to portray the ele-

ment of immense human suffering
that it brought in its trail.

In his introduction to the vol-
ume, Hasan writes that the cormmon-
place perception of Partition as sim-
ply an outcome of Muslim commu-
nalism needs to be debunked. Like
the Hindus and, indeed, all other
communities, the Muslims of India
were {are) not one homogenous
whole. They were divided on the
lines of caste, ethnicity, sect, region
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as well as social class, and thus ex-
hibited a considerable diversity in
terms of political positions and
views. It would clearly be fallacious
to take the Muslim League’s “two -
nation” theory as having been ac-
ceptable to all Muslims.

As the author points out, groups
like the ‘low’ caste Momin weavers
of Bihar, many Shias and sections
of the ulama were vehemently op-
posed to the Pakistan demand. The
creation of Pakistan, he says, needs
to be seen in the wider socio-eco-
nomic context, and an unwhole-
some obsession with a potitical ex-
planation is unwarranted. Social
discrimination and economic back-
wardness made many Muslims
amenable to the idea of a separate
state. Adding to this was the threat
posed by the rising tide of caste
Hindu chauvinism, both within as
well as outside the Congress, which
made the promise of a Muslim land
even more attractive to many, more
than it ordinarily would have.

If the Muslim League came up
with the “two-nation” theory in
1940, prior to which Jinnah had
been an ardent advocate of Indian
unity, we would do well to remem-
ber that long before this the Hindu
Mahasabha under Savarkar and
others had already come to the con-
clusion that Hindus and Muslims
represented two different, indeed
antagonistic, nations.

Inventing Boundaries is divided
into three broad sections. The first
consists of essays written in the
1940s on the merits or otherwise of
the Pakistan scheme. Dr. Ambedkar’s
piece, “Thoughts on Pakistan”, ex-
tracted from his tome, Pakistan or the
Partition of India, is included in this
section. While Ambedkar could
have been expected to have taken a
somewhat balanced position in the
debate on Partition, being neither a
Muslim nor a Hindu, he seems to
fall into the trap of communal ste-
reotypes that Hasan warns readers
against in his introductory essay.
Thus, Hindus and Muslims are spo-
ken of as neatly divided and ho-
mogenous categories, ignoring the
considerable degree of religious
syncretism that bind Hindu and
Muslim groups at the local level. By

speaking of Hindus and Muslims
as monolithic groups, Ambedkar
seems unmindful of the consider-
able diversity within each of them.
As he sees it, there is no possibility
of any inter-religious dialogue or
understanding between Hindus
and Muslims, and thus Pakistan
emerges as a logical conclusion.
Two essays by Muslim League
ideologues, Kazi Saiduddin Ahmad
and Jamiluddin Ahmad, advocate
the establishment of a separate state
for the Muslims on the grounds that,
allegedly, the Hindus and the Mus-
lims are so opposed to each other,
that a united India is an impossible
proposition. As against this, an
essay by Radha Kamal Mukerjee,
penned in 1944, argues that

! Inventing Boundaries—
Gender, Politics and the |
\ Partition !
of India
| Edited by Mushirul Hasan Oxford |
University Press, New Deshi, 2000
INR 595
1 ISBN: 019 565103 0

| reviewed by Yoginder Sikand |

Pakistan would be an economic di-
saster, being set up in the most back-
ward parts of the Subcontinent. He
argues passionately for a union of
workers of all religions against feu-
dal and capitalist structures as the
only way out of the communal
tangle.

A piece by the noted communist
activist Sajjad Zaheer, published by
the communist party in the same
year, is also reproduced here. Zaheer,
in line with the position of his party,
sees the Pakistan demand as reflect-
ing the legitimate right to self-deter-
mination of the Muslim nationali-
ties of the north-west and north-east
of India, but, as the title of his essay,
“A Case For Congress-League

Unity”, suggests, he sees the possi-
bility of the Muslim League and the
Congress coming to an agreement
which could satisfy all communities.

The second section consists of
analysis of hitherto neglected voices
in the whole event. Ordinary stu-
dents had a leading role to play in
promoting the Pakistan project, par-
ticularly in Muslim-minority prov-
inces, as Hasan shows in his essay
on the changing profile of the Aligarh
Muslim University. Set up by Sir
Sayyed Ahmad Khan in the 1880s
and intended to be the training
ground for a class of Muslim elite
allied to the colonial administration,
by the 1920s, Aligarh, Hasan points
out, had been swept by the tide of
Indian politics and, with the Khilafat
maovement, SOOM turned into a ma-
jor centre of anti-British, pro-inde-
pendence activists. Soon, even
groups such as the Congress and the
communists began establishing a
presence in its precincts. However,
as Indian independence drew closer,
fears of caste Hindu domination
grew increasingly real, and Aligarh
soon emerged as the epicentre of the
Pakistan movement.

On the other hand, as Yohannan
Friedmann shows in his article on
the Jamiat-ul Ulama-i-Hind {The
Union of the Ulama of India}, cru-
cial sections of the Muslim public
remained vociferously opposed to
Partition till the very end. The
ulama or Muslim divines of the
Jamiat opposed the Pakistan de-
mand, visualising, instead, a com-
mon Indian nationhood {ruttahida
gaumiyat), citing as precedent the
treaty entered into by the Prophet
Mohammed with the Jewish tribes
of Medina, considering the Jews and
the Muslims to be members of one
nation (gaum). In addition, the
‘ulama were opposed to the Mus-
lim League for what they saw as the
un-Tslamic ways of its leaders, and
for creating a climate of anti-Mus-
lim feeling in the country which
would militate against Islamic mis-
sionary work among non-Muslims.

Although women are inevitably
the worst hit in rioting and commu-
nal violence, their stories are rarely
told in dominant narratives about
Partition. Two essays, one by
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Urvashi Butalia (author of The Other
Side of Silence, Himal review, Dec.
1998) and the other jointly written
by Kamia Bhasin and Ritu Menon
(Borders and Boundaries: Women in
Indiq’s Partition, Himal review, Dec.
1998), deal with the trauma of the
women victims of Partition vio-
lence. They show how at such
times, women's bodies come to be
seen as markers of community
‘honour’. A raped woman thus
comes to symbolise the castration of
the other community, as well as a
sign of “impurity’, which can be re-
moved by her being abandoned by
her community or even by her hav-
ing to commit sunicide in despera-
tion. Some 50,000 Muslim women
and an estimated 35,000 Hindu
and Sikh women are believed to
have been abducted during the Par-
tition turmoil.

In his essay on “Businessmen
and the Partition of India”, Claude
Markovits says that economic fac-
tors played a crucial role in leading
to Partition. On the one hand, the
fledgling Muslim bourgeoise, faced
with its much stronger caste Hindu

counterpart, feared a Hindu-domi-
nated united India. Hence, a sepa-
rate state, Pakistan, was seen as an
attractive economic proposition to
them, as it indeed was to large sec-
tions of educated middle class gov-
ernment servants in Muslim-minor-
ity provinces, particularly Bihar
and the UR

On the other hand, Markovits
points out that important sections
of the caste Hindu bourgeoise, too,
went along with the Partition de-
mand, fearing that if an agreement
were reached between the Muslim
League and the Congress based on
a loose federation, their economic
interests, which called for a strong
centre, would be badly affected. He
quotes, to prove his point, Gandhi’s
close ally, the Calcutta-based
Marwari industrialist G.D.Birla, as
writing as early as in 1942 to
Gandhi's secretary that, “I am in
favour of separation and I do not
think it is impracticable or against
the interests of Hindus or of India”.

The third part deals with fic-
tional representations of the violent
times that accompanied Partition.

Included here are stories by noted
Urdu writers Saadat Hasan Manto
and Intizar Husain. In addition are
an essay by Dipesh Chakraborty on
representations in Bengali Hindu
accounts of the violence in East Ben-
gal, an analysis of progressive
Hindi literature in the immediate
post-Partition period and the ways
in which the theme of Partition and
Hindu-Muslim relations is tackled
therein, as well as a thought-pro-
voking interview with writer
Bhisham Sahni, best known for his
portrayal of the orgy of violence in
his novel Tamas.

This book makes a valuable ad-
vance in our understanding of the
Partition event and, at the same
time, persuasively argues a case for
a refashioning of the ways in which
the history of inter-comnmunity rela-
tions in South Asia must be written.
No longer will monocausal expla-
nations at the level of high politics
suffice. What is needed is a genuine
people’s history, which foregrounds
ordinary people at the centre of any
historical discourse.

)
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Exploring amhivalence
ALTHOUGH THE exalting of information technology
tycoons—the new mascots of Indian pride—has begun,
we are still struggling to come out of the intellectual
stupor induced by the nationalist slogans of the post-
independence years; we have yet to fully register the
loss of qur old certainties. And if that loss wasn't un-
dermining in itself, we are now being propelled through
immense changes, social and, psychological as much
as political and economic, and it is all happening too
fast, much, much faster than what any society previ-
ously experienced. Not surprisingly, most people in this
rapidly mutating society end up living unexamined
lives; it is not easy for them to know what they were
and what they are now becoming; Kapil Dev and
Azharuddin didn’t only lose touch with the world in
doing what they did, they lost touch with themselves,
success on the cricket field catapulted theminto a world
they were unequipped, in the most important ways, to
deal with; it complicated their personalities in ways
they have no means of ever understanding. In some
sense, in their wounded pride and fierce bravado, they
are still innocents, still without the self-knowledge of
the fully formed individual, their rawness quite like
that of the people who 6nce exalted them and are now
full of rage. There are many more internally deracinated
people like them in India today, easy preys for New-
Age healers, the find-quelling banalities of Vaastu and
Reiki and Chicken Soups for the Soul—people whose
self-image is a blur. . -

This makes the novelist’s task all the more difficult

in India. His attempt everywhere else, since he emerged:

with the 19th century European bourgeoisie, has been
to capture a people’s self-image and fix its essential
features, and he has depended for that on some basic
stability and coherence in the social order; he has de-
pended on a high degree of individuality among his
bourgeois subjects. Among a people only superficiaily
modern, living instinctive lives, and unwilling or un-
able to confront the chailenges of setf-creation and self-
knowledge, the novelist frequently finds himself at a
loss. This is why the form of the short-story often seems
more suitable to him. This-is also why the novels of RK.
Narayan, who is one of the few Indian writers in En-

glish to have written from deep within his world, have .

such promising beginnings and what seem like unsat-
isfactory endings: the characters emerge from the world
of custom and ritual, briefly and futilely experiment
with alternative selves, and then drift back to the pas-
sivity and sterility of pre-modern India.

Romantic myth-making and linguistic wizardry-—
which constitute the borrowed narcotic of magical re-
alism—-do not solve, but merely avoid, the problems of
writing about a semi-modern people in a modern art
form. But then the rare novelist who has little use for
myths or ready-made histoties, who doesn’t run away
from, or distort, his material and instead attempts to
bring a complex personal perception to it, is usually
met with indifference and bemusement, if not hostility.

A recent example is Amit Chadhuri’s novel, A New
World, whose strange fate-has been to be recognised
everywhere except India as the masterpiece of subtle
insight that it is. The novel’s dense and beautifully con-
cealed network of implication and suggestion—always
the sign of great art—lays out the emotional and spiri-
tual costs of the changing world we live in: the suffer-

"ing that often goes unacknowledged, which the novel-

ist has little choice but to register obliquely, without
garish captions. But most people in a fast-moving and
stressful world, though full of suffering themselves,
don’t have the detachment to sense that kind of deeper
imaginative truth about their own lives.
From A JOURNEY WITHOUT Mars: READING AND
WHITING IN ENGLISH” BY PANKa] MISHRA IN
<WWW.TEHELKA,COM>

WOMEN SELDOM make passes at men with mus-
taches. Dorothy Parker didn’t say that, my wife did—
or wounding words to that effect-—when we met for the
very first time. I had a mustache then, a fine, manly
specimen, which I twirled up at the ends for extra ef-
fect. By our third meeting, it was gone. In sum, | gained
a lavely wife but surrendered forever my right to a mus-
tache. On balance, 1 would say tha_t,the contract has
been an agreeable one.

That doesn't stop me from cultivating a sturdy nos-
talgia for my mustache, or from looking back occasion-
ally—and wistfully—on the days when 1 was free to
grow one. These feelings came to the surface some days
ago when my brother, who lives in Delhi, sent me an
urgent request for his favorite brand of mustache wax,
which he believed I could buy in New York. He's run-
ning dangerously low on supplies bought last year in
Europe and does not want to have to resort to Fix-0O, the
local Indian brand. Fix-O is a gooey, green substance
that causes a slight encrustation of the mustache, so 1
understand his panic.

He may,1 fear, have to make do with Fix-O for an
urbomfortable while. My inquiries in New York—at
several barbers’—proved fruitless. Determined to find

some decent wax, ] resorted next to the Internet, Typing

the word “méustache” (as I was taught to spell it) did
not help, as I was flooded with results that were mainly
for homosexuals. (“Beards and Moustaches by
Gayscape”, »Moustache: Relax Club for Gays” and so
forth.) “Mustache,” speiled the American way, proved
marginally less lurid.

I did, eventually, find “Skippy’s Mustasjevoks” (at
www.skippys.no), a Norwegian company Tun by a man
called Ole Skibnes. (Here's what he says about himself:
“T'm a resident of the city of Trondheim, Norway. I'm
married and have three lovely daughters. In addition
to my passionate work with this firm and other mus-
tache related activities T work as a policeman in
Trondheim police department.”} 1 have asked Mr.
Skibnes if he can ship his wax to India, and await his
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response. I think my brother’s problem is nearer
resolution. : '
Cosmopolitan America’s disregard for the mus-
tache can be gauged from the fact that the last president
to sport any sort of facfal hair was William Howard
Taft. One can also be sure that if either Al Gore or George
W. Bush chose to grow a mustache this month, neither
would make it to the house where Taft once lived.

This popular abhorrence could be the result of a
medley of factors: an obsession with hygiene, for one,
crossed with a certain Protestant ethic, by which self-
betterment is associated with a “clean look”. Besides,
men no longer need the mustache as a virility symbol.
In the old days—of the Civil War, of Crimea, of Kipling's
subalterns on the Afghan frantier—a hirsute
swarthiness was part of virility, of a warrior code. But
-as war-making has become more efficient, men no longer
need to look fierce, or even manly.

The cult of the mustache persists only in ultra-patri-
archal societies, like India or Turkey. This, simply put,
is a case of “me man, hairy, dominant/you woman,

“hairless, submissive.” In our cities, as male dominance

:abates, few men are hirsute. Those with beards are pre-
ponderantly college professors and orthodox Jews or
Muslims.

Mustaches still offer a complex anthropology. As
my Internet encounter confirmed, the mustache has
enjoyed a certain status as a gay “signifier” in the West.
But a homosexual academic 1 questioned told me that
the mustache has now “receded as a gay accoutrement,
just as gays themselves have begun to recede from view,
losing their distinctive tribal marks as society’s toler-
ance increases.” '

In urban America, mustachioed men are now more
likely to be blue-collar—cops, firemen, construction
workers—or people from a non-American culture, where
facial hair is not disdained. In parts of rural India, the
act of twirling your mustache in the presence of a
woman is enough to suggest that you desire her. This,
not surprisingly, could lead to violence, especially if
the woman has a male relative present to take umbrage...

From “Maniy Man Keer a Stise Urper Lip, AND A BARE

ONE” By TUNKU VARADARAJAN IN THE THE WaLL
STREET JOURNAL.

CROSSING INTO the 50s, is the story of my generation
which grew up with Pakistan. We have gone through
all its moods and upheavals. Our rights and wrongs,
beliefs and value systems have kept changing as we
matured through our different phases.

My earliest images are of the frightening times
around the Partition when my father, a government of-
ficial, was posted at Kasur, a border town. As a toddler,
I saw and can now vividly recollect the sight of a few
dead bodies wrapped in coffins lying below a railway
bridge. In those days, people talked about the blood-
shed between the Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs. Those
gory bodies were of some Sikhs.
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But then, as [ joined school, there was no more talk
of the Hindus and Sikhs. People only occasionally la-
mented and blamed the British for leaving behind the
unresolved issue of Kashmir. Our parents often remi-
nisced nostalgically about the friends who had parted
for India.

Everyone spoke of the jovial times with the Sikhs.
The oldies in the villages even praised the British for
their fairness and justice. We read Indian magazines
and enjoyed Indian films, There was also a distinct re-
sidual British culture.in us. Ladies wore coats in win-
ters with brooches. Breakfast meant porridge and half-
boiled eggs. Nihari or payas were still not in fashion.

Every film had a club scene with a dancer, a drunk-
ard at the bar and a musician who expansively lifted

up his clarinet. The Punjabi parents wanted their chil-

dren to speak in Urdu if not English. Even our home
had an English pram.

It was a clean secular culture with no ideological
conflicts. Religion signified spirituality and not ritual-
ism, The mosque and the maulvicommanded deep rev-
erence. Zakat required no affidavits and filing of re-
turns. It was inconceivable that a person claiming to be
a religious scholar would carry weapons or someone
could be murdered in a mosque. An honest man was
respected, graft was considered a sin and earning a
good name in the society meant a great deal.

Our parents quoted Saadi and Hafiz. My school
taught me Arabic, Persian and English from Class 1.
While the government schools were not as good, the
private institutions provided a high quality education:
Teachers were respected. The curriculum was of an in-
ternational standard. The history books had yet not
been altered nor had the Maths, Urdy, Engtish and So-
cial Studies books been Islamised.

The fact that Quaid-i-Azam wore stylish clothes,
consumed alcohol or enjoyed Western food was a non-
issue. Patriotism was not limited to wearing shalwar-
kameez or displaying religiosity.

fn the agriculture sector, there was prosperity with
bumper crops and a general sense of contentment pre-
vailed. Fast-paced urban life did not exert a strong-
enough pull for migration towards the big cities. The
cities were clean and the civic services worked. In
Lahore, [ remember, water tankers regularly sprinkling
water-on the sides of the roads in the afternoons to settle
the dust. Big cities provided good entertainment which
included latest films in clean cinemas where families
congregated for matinee shows on holidays,

City night-life offered night clubs with dance and
music programmes. Hotels had well-stocked bars and
the clubs ran fomboelas and social evenings. World-fa-
mous bands and troupes visited Pakistan. No one both-
ered how the others lived as long as it did not infringe
upon the rights of society. Four-star comfort and Chi-
nese food had arrived. Meanwhile, we had invented
our very own dish—Balti Ghost of Landi Kotal. Can-
tonments were well outside the cities. Military was paid
well and it lived within its own self-contained islands
enjoying an elevated status and a respect from the com-
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munity. As a profession, it provided prestige, honour
and glamour. In short, there was a feel-good situation
all around. Those were the golden fifties,

The turning point is Ayub Khan's takeover and the
first jolt in a normatl flow of events. Most of us, unaware
of its long-term implications, welcofne it. The first blow
and beginning of our downward slide comes with the
1965 war. Urtdu media whips up a war frenzy and a
blind animosity towards india. We all go whole hog for
the war. The war brings no Tesults but a huge reservoir
of patriotism gets frittered away on an ill-planned and
an uncalled for war. Growth:of economy is halted.

After the 71 elections, the military, in its naivete, does
not transfer power to the majority leader, Sheikh Mujib.
Bhutto's socialism follows and systematically destroys
all our industrial and educational apparatus. Zia’'s
Islamiisation compounds our problems by introducing
intolerance in society. Then Benazir and Nawaz Sharif,

like two little devils, fool around for some time with no.

clear vision. The sad saga continttes. But that is an-
other story...

Froi “THE GoLDEN FiFTies” By Nazar Hayat, N
DawN MAGAZINE.

TRANSLATO ERGO SUM

A LETTER came recently to my father’s office from a
Bengali gentleman in Calcutta. The author of the letter,
unknown to my family, explained that he was a life-
jong writer of fiction, adding that his “pen covers was

_mnever still”. This prolific gentleman, impressed with
“the fact that I, with my recognisably Bengali name, had

won the Pulitzer Prize, wanted to know how he him-
self might apply for the honour. On the phone, I ex-
plained to my parents that it hadn’t been a matter of
applying, that it had actually been the single gréatest
surprise of my life, something like winning the lottery
without ever having bought a ticket. When my father
asked whether Indian nationals were eligible for the
Pulitzer, I told him what [ knew: that the book had to be
by an American citizen, and deal, preferably, with
“American life”. At this point my mother interjected
that the judges had made an exception in my case. I
might have been naturalised as an American citizen
when I was eighteen (I was born in London), but in her
eyes [ am first and forever Indian.. Furthermore, my
book, in her opinion, wasn't about American life. It was
about people like herself and myself—indians. I sup-
pose | should be grateful that my mother wasn't on the
Pulitzer committee. R

1 draw attention to this anecdote because it exempli-
fies the perplexing bicultural universe 1 inhabit, the ex-
pectations and assumptions I have always shuttled
between. My mother has lived outside India for nearly
thirty-five years; my father, nearly forty. Since 1969
they’ve made their home in the United States. But there
were invisible walls erected around our home, walls

" intended to keep American influence at bay. Growing

up, I was admonished not to “behave” like an Ameri-
can, or, worse,. to “think” of myself as one. Actually
“being” an American was not an option.

I believe what first drove me to write fiction was to
escape the pitfalls of being viewed ‘as one thing or the
other. But what I have discovered upon publishing my

- book—Interpreter of Maladies—is that authorial freedom

is limited to-the process of writing itself, in the private
sphete of creation. )

Once made public, both my book and myselt were
immediately and copiously categorised. Take, for in-
stance, the various ways I am described: as an Ameri-
can author, as an Indian-American author, as a Brit-
ish-born author, as an Anglo-Indian author, as an NRI
(non-resident Indian) author, as an ABCD lost and
found author (ABCD stands for American borri confused
“desi’—and is an acronym coined by Indian nation-
als to describe culturally challenged second-generation
Indians raised in the US). According to Indian academ-
ics, I've written something known as “Diaspora fiction”;
in the US, it's “immigrant fiction”. In a way, all of this
amuses me. The Book is what it is, and has been re-
ceived in ways I have no desire or ability to control.
The fact that I am described in two ways or twenty is of
no consequence; as it turns out, each of those labels is
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accurate.

The earliest story in my book, “A Real Durwan,”
was written soon after returning from a visit to India in
1992, in my bedroom in my parents’ house in Rhode
Island. This story and another, “The Treatment of Bibi
Haldar,” have been attacked by Indian reviewers as
having a “tunnel vision” of India.

My only defence is that my own experience of India
was largely that of a tunnel—the tunnel imposed by
the single city we ever visited, by the handful of homes
we stayed in, by the fact that I was not allowed to ex-
plore this city on my own. Still, within these narrow
confines, [ felt that 1 had seen enough of life, enough
details and drama, to set stories on Indian soil.

An Indiart man [ met at a dinner party in New York,
speaking of “A Real Durwan”, disagreed with me. He
felt T had misrepresented the plumbing technologies of
Calcutta. “All houses in Calcutta have sinks,” he in-
formed mre, indignantly, assuining that I had never been
there myself, or at best had been there once or twice as a
child. I did not argue to the contrary, in spite of the fact
that my maternal grandparents” house —the house the

:story was based on—had no sinks but rather a series of
plastic and metal red buckets from which we washed
our hands and bathed. I realised that, according to this
man I had carelessly construed the city from which he
originally hailed. Mistranslated it, if you will.

What this gentleman was suggesting is something
that has been stated more explicitly in certain reviews
of my book in the Indian press. And that is that I, being
an ABCD, lack the cultural ambidexterity to write about
Indian life and characters in an authentic way. I have
been accused of setting stories in India as a device in
order to woo Western audiences with exotica.

Non-Bengali reviewers make bad noises about the
fact that I only write about Bengalis, only one of India’s
numerous regional populations. Even after I won the
Pulitzer, India Today, a national news magazine, wrote
that my setting stories in Calcutta was “an unwise de-
cision.” Most disturbing of all#was a review in an In-
dian paper called Business Standard, in which the re-
viewer, discussing -Inferpreter of Maladies, comments
upon the infatuation of Mr. Kapasi, a part-time Indian
tour guide, with the Indian-American Mrs. Das. In this
story, Mr- Kapasi is intoxicated by the sight of Mrs. Das’s
bare legs and short skirt, things I had safely assumed
many of the world’s men found arousing. But Mr.
Kapasi’s intoxication was not universal in the
reviewer’s mind; it was “apalling[ly]” stereotypical,
severe condemnation for a fiction writer. The review
continues: “Thig could be understandable if the writer

were a completeforeigner, but not-from someone who .

flaunts her Indian lineage.”

To avoid this sort of review in the future, Isuppose 1
could decide to play it safe and never write about India
or nonimmigrant Indians again. I am the first person to
admit that my knowledge of India is limited, the way in
which all translations are. I am impeded not only by
my own lack of proximity but by the fact that my par-
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ents’ impressions—one of my main resources when
writing about India—are also-arrested in time; the coun-
try they left in the sixties is, in many respects,
unrecogmbable to them today.

.Rendering an Indian landscape into English, with
or without smks, is one thing. Dialogue is wholly an-
other. Because Bengali is essentially a spoken language
for me, because it occupies such an aural presence in
my mind, forcing my Bengali characters to speak a
tongue they either can’t or wouldn’t speak in a glven
scene is one of my most daunting challenges. It is a
disorienting and at times highly dissatisfying thing to
do. I must abandon a certain sense of verisimilitude in
the process, a certain fidelity.

..Such tactics aren’t feasible for a general audience,

‘except in very short doses. In some instances 1 do retain

Bengali words in iny stories, The durwan of “A Real
Durwan” is one example. I liked the sound of the word
in Bengali, and the full phrase, with the two English
words in front of it, sounded perfectly normal, just as it

is normal for me and even for-my parents to slip the-

occasional Enghsh word into Bengali conversation.
(Even the coimage ABCD betrays a similar linguistic
hybridisation.) The phrase bechareh, an epithet used to
designate a pitiable person, also appears in “A Real
Durwan”. I included it not out of any need to be cultur-
ally accurate, but due to the whims of my own quasi-
bilingual brain.

..In my dictionary, the biblical definition of trans-
late is “to convey to heaven without death”. 1 am struck
by the extent to which this decidedly Western,
nonsecular definition sheds hght on my own personal
background of Eastern origin. For in my observation,
translation is not only a finite linguistic act but an on-
going cultural one. It is the continuous struggle, on my
parents’ behalf, to preserve what it means to them to be
first and forever Indian, to keep afloat certain familial
and communal traditions in a foreign and at times in-
different world. The life my parents have made for them-
selves here has required a great movement, a long voy-

age, an uprooting of all things familiar in exchange for

an immersion into ail things strange.

It has required, moreover, an endless going back and
forth, repeated travelling, urgent telephone calls, de-
cades of sending and receiving letters. Somehow they
have eonveyed the spirit-of their former world to the
here and now, where it exists for them, still thriving,

_ still meaningful.

Unlike my parents, [ translate not so much to sur-
vive in the world around me as to create and illuminate
a nonexistent one. Fiction is the foreign land of my
choosing, the place where I strive to convey and pre-
serve the meaningful. And whether I write as an Ameri-
can or an Indian, about things American or Indian or

* otherwise, one thing réemains constant: I translate, there-

forel am.

FFED MAGAZINE.

FrOM “JHUMPA ON ]HUMPA BY JHUMPA LAHIRL IN






























	H S A October 1999.JPG
	H S A October 19990001.JPG
	H S A October 19990002.JPG
	H S A October 19990003.JPG
	H S A October 19990004.JPG
	H S A October 19990005.PIC
	H S A October 19990006.PIC
	H S A October 19990007.JPG
	H S A October 19990008.JPG
	H S A October 19990009.PIC
	H S A October 19990010.PIC
	H S A October 19990011.PIC
	H S A October 19990012.JPG
	H S A October 19990013.PIC
	H S A October 19990014.PIC
	H S A October 19990015.JPG
	H S A October 19990016.PIC
	H S A October 19990017.JPG
	H S A October 19990018.JPG
	H S A October 19990019.PIC
	H S A October 19990020.JPG
	H S A October 19990021.PIC
	H S A October 19990022.JPG
	H S A October 19990023.PIC
	H S A October 19990024.PIC
	H S A October 19990025.JPG
	H S A October 19990026.PIC
	H S A October 19990027.JPG
	H S A October 19990028.JPG
	H S A October 19990029.PIC
	H S A October 19990030.PIC
	H S A October 19990031.JPG
	H S A October 19990032.JPG
	H S A October 19990033.PIC
	H S A October 19990034.JPG
	H S A October 19990035.JPG
	H S A October 19990036.PIC
	H S A October 19990037.JPG
	H S A October 19990038.PIC
	H S A October 19990039.PIC
	H S A October 19990040.PIC
	H S A October 19990041.JPG
	H S A October 19990042.JPG
	H S A October 19990043.PIC
	H S A October 19990044.PIC
	H S A October 19990045.PIC
	H S A October 19990046.PIC
	H S A October 19990047.PIC
	H S A October 19990048.PIC
	H S A October 19990049.PIC
	H S A October 19990050.PIC
	H S A October 19990051.JPG
	H S A October 19990052.JPG
	H S A October 19990053.JPG
	H S A October 19990054.JPG
	H S A October 19990055.JPG
	H S A October 19990056.JPG
	H S A October 19990057.JPG
	H S A October 19990058.JPG
	H S A October 19990059.JPG



