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Talk program on Nepali media

“History need not be lived again.” Yet
we are reliving it, Netajis, because of
your lack of leadership and courage.
Just look around as you stand behind
that high podium that you claim to be
your pulpit. Everything looks eerie as
Nepal finds itself, once again, trapped in
the vortex of the same historic karmic
chakra that has gripped it in the past.

21 »

New York Nepal Youth Council, the
organizers of the 24th annual ANA
convention "ANA-NYC 2006." and
this publication, Nepali Aawaz, thave
officially entered a partnership in
which the newspaper will be the official
media for the ANA- NYC 2006. During
the convention, Nepali Aawaz will be
publishing an "ANA-NYC 2006 Special

Edition."
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Nepali Aawaz launched its first "Nepal Edition" in Kathmandu (RB Distribution), Pokhara (Safal Media), and Purbanchal
(Birat Media) in Nepal during the last two weeks of April. Above: The paper on display on newstands in New Road.
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Days in Nepali History

Diplomatic ties established by

Nepal in May

Laos People's Democratic Republic, 20 May
1960

New Zealand, May 1961
Spain, 13 May 1968
Vietnam, 15 May 1975
Albania, 23 May, 1972
Republic of Korea, May 1974
Iceland, 25 May 1981
Columbia, 7 May, 1987
Bolivia, 21 May 1987

Although Nepal had found itself alienated
by the international community during
King Gyanendra's coup since 1 Feb. 2005,
the international community has been
working closely with Nepal's democratic
forces after King Gyanendra was forced to
hand power back to the people on 24 April
after three weeks of a popular uprising
against the King's dictatorship saw millions
of people taking to the streets against his
rule. In his televised national address, the
King reinstated the dissolved parliament/
house of representatives and stepped down
as the country's direct ruler.

7 May 1989
Mark Merrony (Wales) cycles for 30
minutes in Nepal at 21,030 feet.

15 May 1969

The Centre for Economic Development
and Administration is established
under a tripartite agreement between
His Majesty's Government of Nepal,
Tribhuvan University and the Ford
Foundation. Started as an autonomous
institution, the Centre was integrated
as an institute into Tribhuvan
University on 15 December, 1975. The
Centre’s basic goal is to contribute to
the nation building through analytical
and problem solving works in the areas

of socioeconomic and administrative
development.

2 May 1956: (Reported by the Hindu)
Mahendra Vir Vikram Sha Deva was
crowned King of Nepal on May 2 at
the Hanuman Dhoka Palace in ancient
Hindu traditions that have marked
the coronations of all the Gurkha
monarchs of this kingdom, nestling in
the Himalayas. Exactly at 10.33 a.m.,
named as the most auspicious hour
for the ceremony, the royal priests
placed the crown on the head of King
Mahendra, with Queen Ratna Devi
by his side. Priests chanted Vedic
hymns and sounded conch shells, the
bands struck up the national anthem
and guns boomed the royal salute to
announce the enthronement of the
son of the late King Tribhuvan. To
Nepal's high dignitaries, the 87-year-
old primate of the royal priesthood
then proclaimed in archaic Sanskrit:
"Oh people! This man is your King. He
is Soma, the King of us Brahamanas".
And from the thousands who crowded
the Darbar Square outside the palace,
cheers rose hailing the ushering in of
the Mahendra reign in Nepal. The two-
hour Vedic rites over, King Mahendra
promised his people from the four-and-
a-half century old palace: "I shall see to
the growth of the country, regarding it
as God Himself, this ever and always".
Slowly but in a firm voice, the 36-year-
old King then repeated in Sanskrit
the pratijna administered by the
primate: "Whatever law there is here
and whatever is dictated by ethics, and
whatever is not opposed by politics. I
will act according to, unhesitatingly,
and I will never be arbitrary".
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In Quotes

¢ Nepal is an example of fight for
democracy and freedom of press
for the South Asian region. But
there are still challenges ahead for

the press”

-SAFMA Secretary General Intiaz Alam,
on the Federation of Nepali Journalists'
movement for press freedom in Nepal since
Feb. 2005, while addressing a press conference
in Nepal this week.

¢ We are not in favor of
continuing this parliament

for an indefinite period, but it
must continue to exist until the
problems facing the country,
especially the Maoist conflict, are

resolved through dialogue.”

- Communist Party of Nepal - UML
General Secretary Madhav Kumar
Nepal, while speaking at the talk program
"Constituent assembly for democratic republic
and peasants' concern” organized by All Nepal
Peasants' Association (ANPA).

 What I understand from
constituent assembly elections
is giving the people an
opportunity to choose between
constitutional monarchy and a
democratic republic. Therefore
I do not understand exactly
what they mean by conditional
or unconditional constituent
assembly elections. No conditions
have been attached, however,
with the decisions taken by

the HoR over the constituent

assembly elections.”

- Pradip Nepal, Central leader of the CPN-
UML, when asked by Kantipur publications
about the meaning of ‘"conditional and
unconditional constituent assembly.

 We are forced to work for
daily wages. Nevertheless, we
fought eleven hungry days for
the sake of peace and stability.
The newly formed government
is revoking all decisions made by
the erstwhile royal chairmanship.
Let this government also rid of
the price hike. The even those
like us would feel like we have
achieved something through this

revolution.”

- Prem Shrestha, Abukhaireni, Tanahun, in
a letter to the editor of Kantipur.
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- CPN (Maoist), in a press statement.

« They [UN] discussed how the
restoration of democracy will

be transferred into long-lasting
peace and how the UN could
help.”

- Dr Suresh Chalise, secretary of the foreign
affairs wing of the Nepal Congress party,
speaking of the talk between Tamrat Samuel,
a special adviser to the UN’s department for
political affairs, and Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala.
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Aitabarey Mela first Sunday every month

On 9 May, Nepali Mandir in association
with Nepali Aawaz organized the first
of the "Aitabarey Mela," a monthly
festive- gathering to be held on every
first Sunday of the month at the Nepali
Mandir premises on 34-11, 62 St. and
34 Ave., Jackson Heights, Queens.

The first mela hosted stalls selling
food and beverages, clothes, CDs and

1ebeyg eIpUSLIRIRY] (010U

DVDs and even health insurance and
lasted from 2PM to 9PM. Its basic idea
is for Nepalis to come together and meet
up in a festive and casual atmosphere.
"The melas will only get bigger and
better," Chandra Prakash Sharma, the
organizers, said.

Photos and video clips from the event can be found at the DFN
blog: http://demrepubnepal.blogspot.com

Celebration of democracy in Nepal in NY

On 6 May, the Nepal Democratic
Youth Council, New York, organized an
evening of speeches and festivities at a
Jackson Heights location to celebrate
the phase one victory of the democracy
movement in Nepal.

Anand Bista of the organization
chaired the ceremony. Columbia
University Prof. Tara Niraula, Former

Permanent Representative to the
United Nations Murari Sharma,
President of Alliance for Human

Rights and Democracy in Nepal, New
York, Sanjaya Parajuli, lawyer Binod
Roka and Angdawa Sherpa spoke were
some of the speakers at the function.
Speakers also noted that while there is
much to celebrate about, this is no time
to rest and that bigger challenges for
democracy lie ahead in Nepal.

Video clips from the event can be viewed at the DFN blog:
http://demrepubnepal.blogspot.com

Artist honored in Baltimore

RP Entertainment hosted their first event, a live concert to honor Prem Raja Mahat, a renowned folk singer residing in Baltimore.

Suman Kharel, from BBC London presented the award.

Nepalis participate in int'l fest in MN

International Nepali Biomedical Society

(INBS) founded

Aashish Khatri & Bishal Upadhyay

The 8th International Festival
jointly organized by International
Student Office, International Student
Association and Mankato Area
International Community at the
Mankato East High School on 23
April continued to enjoy a successful
participation from the community this
year too, this year's festival became the
second largest international festival
held in Minnesota. Though being
culturally diverse, people from more
than 35 countries came together as a
single family and helped making the
festival a remarkable one. The main
attractions were the food stalls, dances,
songs and traditional attires that were
displayed through a fashion show at

the end of the program.

Of all the visitors, the number of
attendance from the Nepali community
was thelargest, numberinginhundreds.
And of the many food stalls, the Nepali
stall serving "momo" become one of the
busiest stall at the venue.

Students from other countries that
were actively involved during the event
included Irish, African, Somalian,
Vietnamese, Japanese amongst others.
And while students from Vietnam
performed the amazing traditional
dragon dance, the Nepali band from
Minnesota State University, Mankato
gave a new life to the festival with
their melodious songs, bringing the
audiences on their feet to dance the
night away.

The authors are staff sriters for MSU Reporter.

Adhikaar: Immigrants Have Rights, Needs

New York City, April 30. Over 20 local
Nepali community leaders got together
at the initiative of the Adhikaar co-
founder and leader Luna Ranjit at
the newly launched Nepali Mandir in
Woodside, Queens, to discuss issues
faced by the Nepali immigrants.

There are nuts and bolts issues
like translation, workplace details,
paperwork, finding jobs for the
newcomers, and there are rights issues
like those faced by exploited workers,
and the tens of thousands who have
jobs, pay taxes, but are not allowed to

vote. It was felt like this was the right
time to jump onto the national Hispanic
bandwagon on the legalization issue. A
civil rights movement is going on.

Several participants pledged to join
the rally the following day at Union
Square on the same topic. Jesse Jackson
and Al Sharpton, among others, were
to be in attendance.

Video clips from the event can be viewed at the DFN blog:
http://demrepubnepal.blogspot.com
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FREE CONSULTATION!
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Talk program on Nepali media in New York

On 23 April, Nepali Aawaz organized
its first event in New York, "Media
under dictatorship: Fighting for press
freedom and democracy in Nepal."
The talk program was held in Nepali
Mandir, in Queens and had invited
to New York Kiran Nepal, Editor of
Himalkhabar.com, Nepal's premier
online news portal in Nepali language
and special correspodent for Himal
Khabarpatrika, Nepal's largest socio-
political magazine, as the key note
speaker. Dinesh Wagle, a reporter for
Nepal's largest daily Kantirpur, and
the founder of "Blog.com.np United
We Blog!" also spoke at the event.
Kiran Nepal and Dinesh Wagle were
both in the US on the invitation of the
State Department for an international
leadership workshop and made time to
participate in this talk program after
their workshop had ended.

As requested by the organizers,
Kiran Nepal spoke about the history of
Nepali journalism before the people's
movement for democracy in 1990,
during democracy in the 90s and after
King Gyanendra's phased coup since
October 2002 and the Federation of
Nepali Journalist's peaceful protests
for press freedom.

During the event, Nepal told
the audience that before 1990 there
were two types of journalism being
practiced in Nepal, propaganda and
op-eds. While propoganda- journalism
supported the Monarchy and the
panchayat system, the op-eds helped

Kiran Nepal, Editor of HimalKhabar.com and Dinesh Wagle of Untied We Blog and Kantipur at a Nepali Aawaz event

spread the word of the political parties
fighting for democracy. He also noted
that before democracy in Nepal, that is
before 1990, journalism was not seen
as a career of a business venture, which
also meant there was no space for good
journalists to makealivingasareporter.
And while there were instances of
investigative journalism even during
the 80s, most of the veteran journalist
of that era are known for their op-ed
pieces. However, post 1990, journalism
and media became a business and today
journalism is a real career option for the
youth in Nepal.

"The media has also made its
mistakes though. One of them
was irresponsibly overplaying the

New Year party in New York

L: Nepalis in Ridgewood Society celebrate Nepali New Year; R: The part at Dhaka Club was a grand success as well.

corruption of politicians. It painted
a somewhat inaccurate image for the
public," he said, while talking about
some of the shortcomings of journalists
during the 90s. "Glamorizing the
Maoists was another mistake made by
the media, just in the way the photos
were chosen and the kinds of news that
were printed. Instead of investigation
reports, we saw more sensational
news items in the initial period of the
movement," he added, speaking about
how the media dealt with the armed
movement that has now taken over
14,000 lives in Nepal.

"I became a journalist in the 1990s
so I never knew what censorship was
until February 2005. And it did shake

up the younger journalists of the last
several years, no doubt," he recalled
about the weeks following King
Gyanendra's coup of 1 Feb. 2005, after
which members of the Royal Nepal
Army based themselves in many media
houses, regularly editing reports and
forcing changes.

The Government also pressured
the private and corporate companies
to either cut down or entirely cancel
major advertisement contracts they
have with publications such as Himal
Khabarpatrika and Kantipur daily.

"Without freedom, civil liberty,
democracy, we cannot work, We cannot
go ahead with our professions. And
if that happens we cannot make an
income and support our family. So as
a journalist, i have a vested interest in
democracy. There isn't any other option
for me to but take the streets and
protest for democracy. FNJ's peaceful
movement has been about not putting
into difficulty the indipendence and
freedom of journalists and media, not
one that was politically aligned,” he
said about the journalists' movement
for democracy in Nepal.

On 24 April 2006, after three weeks
of protests in which millions of Nepalis
took place and over than a dozen lost
their life, King Gyanendra stepped
down and restored Nepal's democracy
and house of representatives.

The video from this event can be watched online at Samudaya.
org's "Audio & Video" section.
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ANA- NYC 2006 and Nepali Aawaz partners; Mukti to headline concert

New York Nepal Youth Council, the
organizers of the 24th annual ANA
convention "ANA-NYC 2006." and
this publication, Nepali Aawaz, thave
officially entered a partnership in
which the newspaper will be the official
media for the ANA- NYC 2006. During
the convention, Nepali Aawaz will be
publishing an "ANA-NYC 2006 Special
Edition."

ANA conventions are the largest
Nepali conventions for the diaspora,
with the number of attendees often
averaging at 5,000. "This will be the
biggest ANA convention ever," Suman
Shah, the event's coordinator, told
Nepali Aawaz. New York alone has
one of the highest Nepali populations
in North America, as does Boston and
New Jersey. Other East cost cities
such as Washington DC, Baltimore,
Virginia and Pennsylvania are home
to thousands of Nepalis. Since the
event is being hosted in New Ark,
New Jersey, and is organized by New
York Nepal Youth Council, there is no
doubt that the number of attendees
will increase drastically. Recent host
states include Denver (2004) and
Texas (2005). Although the event was
originally planned to be held in Long
Island, NY, it had to be moved to New
Ark, NJ due to logistical reasons.

This year, the Nepali blues pioneer
Mukti Shakya, with his band Mukti
and the Revival will be the headlining
performers at the event. "We have
already confirmed the performance,"
Suman Shah told us about one of the
most anticipated events during the
convention. "Its going to be a lot of
fun."

BUISAIYS SB( YSIUSBY :S0j04d

There is also talks that PartyNepal.
com will be hosting ANA-NYC 2006's
party.

ANA- NYC will begin on 30 June
(Friday) and end on 4 July (Tuesday).
It is highly recommended that those
wishing to come to convention book
hotel room in advance at the venue
hotel Sheraton Newark Airport Hotel,
128 Frontage Rd., New Ark, NJ 07114.
The rooms will be available for $89 till 2
June only. The hotel's phone number is
1800-325-3535. Please make sure you
give them the group code "Nepali" and
group name "Association of Nepalis
in the Americas" while making your
reservation.

Look out for more details on ANA
- NYC 2006 in the coming issues of
Nepali Aawaz or log on to the website
Ananyc.org
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Friends of Nepal- New Jersey

Friends of Nepal, New Jersey (FON-NJ)
isa non-profit organization in thestate
of New Jersey, USA. The organization
is dedicated in the promotion of social
and cultural heritage of Nepal and to
explore educational opportunities in
the United States for Nepali children.
Through its many events, FON-NJ
has also managed to promote Nepali
performing arts and literature.
FON-NJ is committed to using
75% of their membership revenues to
support scholarship programs for the
underprivileged in Nepal, and currently
24 students in Patan, Rauthahat,
Chandranighapur and Kathmandu
are being supported by the program.
In addition to that, FON-NJ has also
supported in the past 32 widows and
underprivileged women in Kathmandu
and Jhapa through a program
coordinated by the organization Mahila
Adarsha Sewa Kendra, Kathmandu.
Apart from these two projects, FON-NJ
has also already held several free health

clinic programs and a civi-leadership
workshop in Nepal.

Apart from humanitarian acts,
FON-NJ has also worked to promote
Nepal's artistic heritage. Almost a
decade ago Krishna Man Manandhar
had gifted the Metropolitan Museum
of Modern Arts a set of the Nepali
"Panchey Baja." [t was on 17 June 2003,
during an official function, that these
instruments were put on permanent
display at the museum.

The organization's Presidentis Ph.D
Tulsi Maharjhan, with Pratima Nepal
as the first Vice President and Shashi
Shrestha as the second. Its board is also
chaired by Rashmi Shrestha (General
Secretary), Upendra Karna (Treasurer),
Biswo Baral (Membership Chair),
and Biksh Shrestha and Sunil Nepal
(Community Liasons). Mary Dhakhwa
is the organization's CUltural Program
Coordinator and Dr. Raj Dhakhwa
and Khagendra GC, Esq, serve as its
Advisers.

Talk program on Nepal in NY on 18 May

After weeks of vociferous, country-
wide pro-democracy demonstrations
daily life in Kathamandu and the rest
of Nepal is gradually creeping back to
normal after King Gyanendra agreed to
restore the elected parliament, which
he had suspended four years ago. The
reinstatement of the dissolved House
has for the time being not only averted
what could have been a more violent
showdown, but also renewed hope for
the establishment of a secure, peaceful,
inclusive and democratic Nepal.

The parties are now preparing for the
unenviable challenge of maintaining
peace, drafting a new constitution,
co-opting the Maoist insurgents, and
determining a role for the king, all of
which will shape the future of Nepal.
Join us to discuss Nepal's new political
landscape, examine the prospects and
challenges for continued peace and
restoring democratic norms, explore
the root causes of the decade-old Maoist
insurgency and ways to address their
concerns, among other urgent tasks.

Speakers:
Mahendra Lawoti
Assistant  Professor,
Political Science,
Western Michigan University

Department  of

Tamrat Samuel
Senior Political Affairs Officer, United
Nations

Kanak Mani Dixit
Editor, Himal Southasian

Date and Time:

May 18th, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Location:

Asia Society and Museum, 725 Park
Ave, New York

Cost:
$10 Members; $15 Nonmembers

Phone: 212-517-ASIA

Financial strength: Integrity:
Humanity:

All this plus knowing that your future is protected
by a Company that has helped Millions of families
for generations. Isn’t your family’s future worth
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Don'’t wait join the millions of New York Life
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of mind life Insurance can bring. To learn more
about New York Life’s product, service and a
free assessment of your financial status, call me.
Available on weekends.

Sonam (Tenzin) Lama, Agent
New York Life Insurance Company
Cell: (917)526 8270

Off: (516)327 2900 x5813

Email: Stlama@ft.newyorklife.com
Web: www.Newyorklife.com

LIBERTY
Tax and Accounting

Income Tax, Self Employed Tax, Corporation
Tax, Sales Tax, Payroll Tax, Bookkeeping,
Accounting, E-Files & Fast Refunds!

Multi Services
Immigration forms filled, New Corporations
Formed, New Businesses Set Up, Business
Licenses, Notary Public.

74-09 37th Ave. Room #3006A. Jackson
Heights, NY 11372.
Tel: 718-205-2400
Fax: 718-205-2163

Email: liberty@sazcogroup.com
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Anushil Shrestha in Qatar

FARHT ISHIRET AN AR Al T
HUHT TATGSATHN AF AITAl JATHT T1°
qREEATs ATHF FEAN TS HaR
feqq SITgST FEART qHS AT Y AT
FHT AMETH HHR [FAH FAHT T fqdTe
FATd FAHA TEI TH B |

Y AET I Fe AW faSuH
T TEE, FET ANTS, TS T T
ATEH FHrIC T T [T | & TITAHT
=TT FAT T JehTeT dIed, geAT I,
TH g YaT GHISTHHT FATHREEA e
TA TEAT TR AT | SHUS ¥ U ATHT
FTIHHHAT FHARHAT TAAGEH TF HAR
qfeareT FHICTHT ATaH “Teh AqTeArHl I
" FeAT YA TEAT RN AT | ATCHAT
STH, FAR, IASTEHAR, AHA, THAATA
At e fau | ERd wHa AT
AT ‘ORI g 7 ¥ 9 i T
AR FEATT “HARF AT T qfaa”
qHE [l fawgel e gedd ysqd
TR fow

UFTST A GATET  ae
ATATATLTERT T MU & TR AT
FTAFRAAT IS TS, TG AT, A=
@UFR afTq AT Al q4AT AR
T IEAT T [T | AT, Frawel Tl
AfeeT Ifex =T TRFT ATFEF TA I9HA
U9 WRIUH fqU 99 9% gra, geeEr
T AqHH BT AT 390F FHISH AR
U] TOAT | BRRHEBT Ahl ATHFYH &
¥q qag T AT U=AeRl THTEGAT Sreirel
ITEMT Gl {947 | Farere) Higd a4
AeAqT TSHX TAT T FARFT FoAHHI
T HAHTATS A~ AARSAATHE
TYAT AT T 19T |

ql FAHAB! IR FAR (ead
ATAT FATATHHT ST SATHTAR GHAA
TAATH 937 | ITATEART FHHAT TG
HAA TATAREA  ATHAT STl AN
forgerar e¥ OY WEART TATSS ATTH
FATIS FARHT A AUHT AU HHIR
TTGAT FEART GHTSTH F IETET
HAUHT TATITAAT |

STSATAE FARAT HH T AT
Tl o T8I o ¥ A&H JEE aTe
ATHATRT Tq HFATHT Gk STSHAT HA

Above: Sangarsha Band performing in Doha, Qatar.
Left: Pop star Prakash Paudel also perfoms at the same event

Photos: Anushil Shrestha

AT THSATHT qcg HUHT (9T | FATSTH
qTE A I FATAS JARH TS
o1 fedia dfvarars e F@dnT Sersd
FRIHHEB! ATATSTAT TR TATITHAT | ol
AAATHIATS FEATNT ThH  HITTAT  [oTeetT
faera Taffa #EegeTe g ke
Al fag aear Cufedr TET
FH ST feda gdw A FERwe
TAT THH Heheld AT I ETHT Hldhehl
qfvarars ardie Tgdn qersw 1
3T FEAHAAT THE AfqdT T5ga
A, T ATATET Tl THST A
T GRIGHT JUTEHET AT 9T, TTATR
TA, FARET AAH ToTare qoe  ATarel
fr | @A YO AATHEATERT SUTE
e ATHRIFET  ATRAT FHEHT  SH]

STl fauest |
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1974 AD: On Air

The band gets ready to take their fusion jazz rock music on an international tour this

summey.

The music, the fans, the album sales
and sold-out shows, awards and tours
all make it clear that 1974 AD is by far
one of Nepal's most successful rock
bands. The fact that they have been
together for 12 years and continue to
explore and evolve as musicians only
cements their place in Nepali music,
as they slowly begin to reach out to an
international audience.

Formed in 1994, the band has
released seven full length albums; Time
Out (1996), Samjhi Baschhu (1998),
Satabdi (2001), Jungi Nishan (2002),
Limited Edition (2002), Pinjada Ko
Suga (2004) and their latest this spring,
On Air. The present line up, a member
or two have come and gone over the
years, is Phiroj Shyangden (Guitar,
Vocal), Adrian Pradhan (Drums, Vocal),
Nirakar Yaktumba (bass), Manoj KC
(Guitar, Keyboard), Sanjay Shrestha
(Percussions) and Manose Singh
(flute).

There is no lack of Nepali fans for
this band. But the fact that they play
fusion rock, and in recent years fusion
jazz, has made it possible for them to
find fans and audience even outside
the Nepali population, as opposed
to the general "rock” or "pop" sounds

from Nepal. At home, 1974 AD has
managed to earn a fairly sizable non-
Nepali fan base, many of whom belong
to the country's ex-pat/ diplomatic
community. Moksh, a live music club
founded by 74AD front-man Nirakar
Yaktumba almost three years ago, is
a regular jam spot for the band and
other musicians in the city. The venue
is located in Pulchowk and is only
minutes away from Sanepa, both these
areas remain a choice of residence for
many international workers in Nepal
probably because many of the UN's
office are located here, along with
other international organizations
such as Germany's GTZ, and Japan
International Cooperation Agency. And
theseinternationallocal residents often
find their way to Moksh anytime a show
is scheduled. The fact that 1974AD has
also been featured in newspapers like
Nepali Times, a weekly widely circulated
in the diplomatic and international
community in Kathmandu, and other
English magazines and papers in the
countryhashelped theband find foreign
audiences at home. But of course, non
of that would have made sense had
the band's music not been what it is,
a blend of everything from traditional

ragas to rock and jazz fusions.

"One of the reasons we got our visa
so easily was because the counselors
and others working in the [US] embassy
had seen us perform live and they knew
about the band," bassist and front-man
Nirakar says.

And the band's profile amongst
foreign audiences in Nepal has only
been getting stronger in the last two
years, with their participation in the
nation's annual jazz festival Jazzmandu
and the growing popularity of Moksh
itself.

This year, the band is headed out to
Germany. The tour is being managed by
a visitor from Germany who saw them
perform live at Moksh. After that,
1974 AD will head out to Prague where
they'll perform at several jazz clubs.
The shows there will be managed by
Peter, an established jazz saxophonist
from Prague who performed with 1974
AD and a side jazz- project with 74 AD
members called "McTwisters" for much
of 2004 and early 2005 in Nepal. Then
the band will be making its way to New
York in late June, where they hope to
perform not just for Nepali audiences
but also in clubs and venues where
they want to challenge themselves by

performing in-front of the non-Nepali
audience. Venues and dates in New
York have not yet been confirmed.

During their first US tour in 2002,
the band performed on local radio
stations and clubs in states across the
US where sometimes there were no
Nepali audience in sight and yet they
managed to rock the house every time,
selling lots of merchandise like CDs and
T-shirts throughout the tour. This will
be their third US tour. In India too, they
have performed in front of a mixed,
if not dominantly Nepali, audiences.
And for Nepalis, they have already
performed in Hong Kong (2002, 2003),
England (2003), Australia (2004) and
Doha (2004).

As ironic as it may be, it is by taking
individual sounds from different styles
and mixingthemupasonethat1974AD
has found its own individual sound. The
Nepalimusicenthusiasts have approved
of it for over a decade. And the band is
eager to find out how well they will fare
in-front of veteran international jazz
and rock enthusiasts.

Look out for more details on 1974AD's third US tour in coming
issues of Nepali Aawaz.

ysexeld dnuy :010yd
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Anushil Shrestha

TTHN Frged  AAATHT  ASTIRET AR
fazefy @ fadg adwest g F Auraw
TUT qfEAE aHTs bkl ANh AT
qHq fagem® garaw g9 FH dgEl B |
AT FeAThIRESh! [aQeT HIE  dfegear
FHIHT AR $he FHINTH G |

TF FT9OF AW A AU ACEF T
fFeraT T @Il FHTCHT FRST @A
HATRAT TRARIRIT UHTE THHT TATTHA
qUufy AT FH THT &1 | HAT AT AT
T &7 &% Ut SH1 AP TATAT TR
fqw | sfedt SARET AU U FATER
A A=l G~ WS | dlfedd
AfSTeh el ATTANET B T A9l 3@
IATATE Febehl FATRRES T T | IThl
3T BIRT TR ATHMHAT ST FHA & |

TS GATANS, AHHT SATHeedT T
TSIRTH YIS, ST HATel, AT AT,
qarer Sireft, A &t 9ereT A5, At
AT (ASE), FogH S, A ATHIBI,
LTAIATT 3T, TETRILT 9T ATET B
| FTAeRT HITIHT ARl afgedl &9
TERTAH hed ‘aTe@esd o @Al
I3 AHUlE, UHUH faRhUz HIeHAT
FARET TUET IS | R qEE I
Seefad MeA'®dl HH A 99 afed
feurdHreet WA F T TG | Fad
WFebe U UTSHebab] HIAT TAT TATH]
T AR fhed Gord 99 Fl S |
Tl AT O STl AT Iebl =t e
T A TEU TEREH F |

IRFT AT AR FGAT AP ATH
AT TG AR qfeg TRIead! fhed
TSP TIT MAFT Giag THA TIPS
qHHT ISl a8 | FuTerHT fherasr ua
3 AR T [aQeTHT FATRRS! dGal Hied
ARFTATS AHRHT TATCHT 94T | I S
Fuafa gifedr qriedd fag e 3q
TRSTH TS |

AT AleAT Afe THIERT QT AT(THT
TS =7 ATeCHRE] T SATITRE Hegdl
FE Te Higfag fax ara qardmr fgq
| TS 9 AT IR | TAF JHIST
Wedol HHNHTH Mg o At Targ
TEFGA T TEIVIHT FIEAG TEH Hed
gfase®l UF RReHHT ST ATHET
HHIBTHT  Tad WUHRTSA | AdTeAl
Aeed Yhed @oR Fidie S
ANIHT  TAFGIRIET  STH]  ATHAT AT
| FRRE TR Id AAATEEH TS TATTAT
TS YTl ATATST ATHE ATl qiTehTehl
TR THT Te AT THT FegrT 2T

Top: New York City has one of the largest Nepali settlements in America; Photo: Nepalil Aawaz. Above left: Actress Rupa Rana. Above right: Actress Pooja Chand.
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Top: Saroj Khanal; Top Right:Bina Budhathoki; Above Left: Kristi Mainali;
Above Right: Saranga Shrestha

WS AT FTH TR FHATAH TeT ST
SfaUR HET TGT HHC | AT A
faea oS AT Hre=repl 91 ANQ
el g | fawefit ot qureerg wmr |
HqHT BT 1

T 9 =tad Wi ATeed ATAAT HIT
UYFET ANT  THREFT D FHATHR
ZIEATRT @ AT RIbUAT | YT FicTsaTeh
T8 FHARI A S AAH Wbl AN
T ‘SI% TRERAAHE Bl ATHAUTHT TR
ANTHS T gooTd9as Hebd I TIeh
I AT (9T | IAT A7, “FATREe
e ey Afeg | @ 99 g faw
THTEwT AATTHT BeedT BT | BTHT Febray |
&Rt faaat =y |

TS JATERT AT AANET TR
Whve 3 WEMTRT FataAr arerren fed,
T FRATSAT, AT HIR, ATk ATTITRT
9ETAT © 97 HACH <@IT | dX ATdeheh!
ofiNe AT ATAArET AfATT T dEHT
A A HFUERRT ged, YATH @S,
FOHE TATER, FFA1 A, AT T
TOT ¥ ART AT AHCFIETE AHR{HUATS,
WIS qE IUF  ATHT EITET ATl
HTAAT A Bl Gleell YRR AT
qURT T | HIAART qHFET 3 qusha
afea T4 emuer Afaear efteerey arar
AT, AIATA ATl TSIl AT FaT F1aT
GABAT Tah] Heqd AUH (a7 | TR
HATATHRT FAE FATHREE AT @Al A AT
ATE® GATHl ATREATE g7 AHFAT &g H
| W T T AeTh [GTAT FeATRESATS
Fafewr S i feb T o 1

T FATER I BTN, Afger THI
F A A FAFRATS 9 & 98T
W el NUH B | TREBTH HRUER
TEATH A, “Irlee  AThId  HRI
T@IE Fbd AT | ] gfafafae TR
AR qFG, AUl Hel AfeATarg HihT
STk fauswr fa, av w1
SAET/ ATSET AT $heg T=HTE @@ IHH
g (Yiqeafts 3¢ @@) AT STANET TR
T | gReTTer FHAAT THH ISUM faftg=
AR HUT FIET AHHT (a1 @reThl T
FH TISHIA AT ISTTX ATA HichT dob
T9T TS eI BATHRES AHIHT TR T
| ToRfepuafs SRTawer warar 3 fad fa
FATFREEATS FTATATAT ETSIR g oAl
THITT =T | dX Blel 97 ATTAA | %
el AfATHT AR e ARTATRT
ST RETe gargar |
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FATHR  [IGTAT TUX AR{BTRT H(
AT HIAHT AT TSN Ufgeddl]  ISREW
AT B | At 9 97 FATERES 3T
TR RIFUH G | TS AT
TURY  AEIehl  laxg@dr  ‘aie=rd’ |
THE AT AtqAT IRIed AfaeEr
T AT UHTF qTE AGE AHRH
TS | X HEWTEE dTET 8% AwipUds
fAssTher I SISHT AP FATHR TET
qeepl T | TR ST S TR ERfEaeT
FATNT GITATHT TR TATAHT AT =T
FIH FATFR FO AqH 9T EEIS
FEEH [qeaeddl AT AW faq
STHTCRT Tl HipU S |

ST, FTad A 9 B G

qHIHT Ifg FATHERES TATIT T AT
AT HTHHT AT S TS | ST Tl
T gHEeHT AfaeAT famr S@rdredt, e
Ao, TAT AT, GH THT TSN g | ST
THT F FRETTHT FodR YRITH FATIR SATHT

N o

O FOTeAT FAT SAHT ORI g ATl
fort | fager ST wRRRET @H THRT It
THH U AT TATAS @ISGURT HBT Hel
Fuafa & ==rar s R o afee
T STATTET BT TRREHR B |

Tq 99 F A9 CRTET RISRSTTR
HTHATH] FATA @, AT a0 T AT
Tl SRTAEA AIEh ATTHAT T FEqTeh
FHAT TR ETABRET TIHT FATRR T
TST AT9T ST T FIT | ATee gaeiafs
HIPTAA | FAHT ATAR Alged AT S
THT T FHTS TRIEH B T I ‘Bl
FHAHAT THT Tl 9TIX GG T B | ¢
ATTHATFT (AETH AT O TS, “TET(
“ATE TSTSUH! ATHEATE o STATAeh] ATAST
LT TS ATITATS BT ATHAT LRI &
| FHATHR AT TLETEL TGl BTAHHAT
AR 9 9 o TR qa4r fqu
gl ST A1, | I & @THT TRt 9fe
OB R BT

Left: Actress Saranga Shrestha gets married; Folk singer Prem Raja Mahat in Baltimore

FJATTT WA A95 TgHoAAE  qHA
I qaTdT ges 9 S | TFH=eAR
ARG FooITel FEAT ‘FraTm e (92
gira=ge’ (e fo.amg.) ST aETT H99E
T AT % 9R Ay Aqtuetg dredHT
B | FIEE(AE FAFHAEB! Th aredl Ferd
e HT TUafsy ST I BATHT T | I
WRERR’ B TIAT HT THT B |

‘ARIEW &1 3Tl o T fria g
qITEET HT ATIT Toid HATHR  Freerd
T ATl T qY F TIAT AHITF FIEAHA
fauz gferor wifean U AU ErERE
TS, ‘ATATEET FT el FARRES
ThRfepudiyg ‘aREw  afedwr dr faar
AT faoT FrepT foram |
Tad afeer quUivarR dfed fawa 3 avsla
TS S | FAHT ATAR AIAHT BT
I FAATHHR! AFbAT ASXATE T T
TART T T fAwR fagerAr wrsRHeE
AT AR FATHRE! ATHAT AT, TS1SH
T ATH G God UG FAATHS

ITe gTaTe fAediTa el faar |

o I FIATHHST ATHE GEAT Gleleh]
fqu

THE ATATERIT &l =dith S9AT Gy
FH JHTES &I AITeAe SATIRER I38
THHET AT fager A FH FEH T oo
TFAT afd T T AHRET HABHT B
FHTG SXhT T TSR] B | EaTaTITHT
SR ge% FHd IR=Hl AaFare daex
UMTHT GUSHT Fraia=ne T &/ BT
| 9=y & 9 ASIHT FATEREE AT
ALH TEAEs g1 | AUl HATHRA
9 A1 A 9 Ueh e TUe
T | A dSedl GHIHAT TATAHT TadT
ATUFTE [GIeTHT B3 FH F& Teld(s,
TGl TMEATIIAd ATIROMAT § JeAT=
g1 TN G | GTAH A7, AT le el
AR TRERT afgratg & &7 | FeAThRes
[T MU HEl g Fqwar U adr
TUY HTH T AU &7 | Y Hebg AHhipT
T IHT e |7

U9 UigeY 0joud
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TATAA FRFATIY A TLAT
AUTAT ST

Dotel, left, and Shakya, center, were abandoned in Doha, Qatar by their Nepali brokers

Anushil Shrestha in Qatar

~

TSTTITRERT AT AR ATTHT TATAh! HIXE,
[ERTEARRT TRRTH Sled, T R T
AT PIebl ATe AATT TrBT, |

FISHTUSTHT  STAH  SHTSRTSToH]
AHETE MM T8I aT&Aqd  Jid SATieh
%0 g9R WX UgUer HREHT A AW
E | SHIEedTE @ ¥ 9% qud Hid
TTHT G |

FATCHT e FFIT 7 HTH A
(g TS FARETE TITA FibABHSA |
FEATSHT AT AR JYATA A FATH
TH T3 SAATATS ATl ATaTEHT T
e dTe Hbd [dhe IIAed TRTSIa
TS T 9T | “BITST el b q9T
TEAE THET G | TRIRTH Sraael T “oh(

feer gamarEHAT ¥ /4 e e O wfee

TRREHTEA |7 ATHER! (TSR AUAH oY
AT 9 =T T AT AT HawT
AAATUR] IAEE TATSS |

TAA e a9 @ IfEd wawer TE
FH ATEETg A TAHH a@Ige ATTH
dqifed A TR FATSSA | [eRIETR
AT 9T Sfehepl STEATT Syaprer ferar i
THl THA THH 7l faq amg s fager

AHITS T FISHIUSIHT FTE  JHE
AT T @R a&Ad  HARB T
FrIRT 4T feur 7ve fag gemer fag
| AT 9 ATER HARAT EH g
oIS UARUICHT STHesdls fad 3
af HIETHT JT@IT HFIATHT BTH AR
fEIqesd aarq | A HFAA ATH Fal

HIH THTH odqTC Uy AT GEBT dI

AT AT el e AfPUHl IAeeary
| ST TR H TG WA A AT
A T AT AT FATATS F IS, AT
@?T |” HATCHT TATAHRT HralHI qi_{ 3]']3('
ST P & A AR oY T
TR FARPT FoARFH qIT FTATSIHAT T
T Wag FASBA | T AT JqTed T
afTeRTRl  HATERTAT Wag  HUTAdTd AT

ST FATCRT TSHHT TUTAT T -G EATEEATS
TeTe ESREHIGH | TATA TATAATE TSN

A3 AT WY AATET AUTARSA @
IS+ THI FTATSSA | ST AT “SIR

Thl =R AT HeH (AT QTR AT

FAR TIRATIATE  Hebe] TCHT T |

SIS YA IS Tl AR qT

AT ATH Ffgepl AT OB Heehl ol
T3S TEolHTeTE AUTeT Heblgw hIei TR
ZHI FATT | FATAHT TATA T FLTGR A%

HAR AT, AT THETA AATeTH
feTTeT | [q7 e 9X Irieedrs HH
THT GITTEH TR T | 7 qaad Tad
HATT ThT TUTAEEdATE @ a4T fauR ¥
IHETATS B TS qdT X Heblg
FHT fehd IUA TRIST FHT FEAT
TS ATTHSA |

Immigration

All kinds such as
employment, family,

business, investment.

Divorce
Business Start Up

Taxation, corporate,
partnership,
personal, federal, state

etc. Include all kinds of tax

representation, including
Federal and Maryland tax

court

We speak Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi
Reasonable Fees
Convenient appointments

Law Offices of Dewan & Associates,
PC.
1657 Whitehead Ct
Baltimore, MD 21207
(410) 944-9600
(410) 944-2552 fax

email: cpalaw@gmail.com

Law Offices of Dewan & Associates,
PC.
1657 Whitehead Ct
Baltimore, MD 21207
(410) 944-9600
(410) 944-2552 fax

email: cpawlaw@gmail.com
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PartyNepal.com turns three

Thousands converge in Thamel, downtown Kathmandu, to dance in Party Nepal's annual Project Peace dance festival; photo: Anup Prakash

In the last three years, Kathmandu's
party culture has almost become
synonymous  with  one  name,
PartyNepal.com,aneventsmanagement
company and an online events forum
most popular for its photo albums.
"2006: Party without politics," the
company's slogan had said earlier this
year. But with the people's movement
for democracy in Nepal peaking last
month, the only party that happened
was the one after King Gyanendra
bowed down to the citizen's demands
and the only parties being talked
about were the agitating Seven Party
Alliance and the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist). PartyNepal's highly
anticipated 3rd Anniversary party
scheduled for April, consequently, was
cancelled. The small company, now
one of Nepal's biggest names in events
management, was started by three party
lovers Bhushan (marketing), Mandil
(webamster) and Robin (management).
Nepali Aawaz caught up with Mandil
to talk about PN's last three years and
their international plans for 2006 and
finding a sustainable business model
for parties!

PN didn't get a chance to host its third
anniversary party last month. Any
plans to host it sometime soon, or

should people just wait for the fourth
Anniversary celebrations?

Our first party was organized on
the 13th of April, 2003, the eve of
Nepali New Year 2060. We are already 3
weeks off the date, so we've decided not
to host an anniversary party this year.
I feel bad that we missed it because it is
a very significant day for us, but things
don't work out all the time, and we
simply have to accept it as something
beyond our control. Besides, there will
be many more anniversaries to come
over the years, and our fourth will
surely be twice as fun.

PN's line for 2006 was Party without
Politics. This year Nepal has been all
about politics and not much else. How
anxious was PN for political stability
to return to Nepal so that you could go
about doing your events?

The wait wasn't just to go about
doing our events. For me personally, I
wanted things to get back to normal as
quickly as possible so that everybody
could get back to their everyday lives,
even if there were no events or parties
coming up. Life's not always about
parties and that wasn't our priority
at a time when the country was going
through such a turbulent political
situation. However, now that it's a

thing of the past, I am glad that the
three weeks of 'all politics without
parties' in Nepal is over, and we can get
back to doing what we do best.

What has been the most drastic change
PN has experienced since its start three
years ago?

For starters, the questions that we
are asked by the media has definitely
become much more difficult. [laugher].
When we started, there were a few
people who supported us and believed
thatwe could make thiswork. Over time,
that number has grown substantially
and we now have a very strong brand

identity. Compared to three years back,
the competition has become much
stiffer as a lot of people are getting into
this field professionally, which wasn't
really the case then.

How many parites has PN organized so
far? And how many events in all?

In total, we have organized 57
parties, 16 Concerts, 3 Salsa Workshops
and 2 Movie Premiers, thats 78 events
so far.

But PN doesn't really do its own events
does it, it always organzies events for
other products and companies. Why not
do your own party?

Most partiess that we organize
is a collaboration between PN and
our sponsor(s). We do not believe in
covering up all our costs and making
profits out of the people who come to
our parties by putting up ridiculously
high bar/cover prices, and that is the
reason why a lot of people turn up at
our parties, and they return to our next
one. To mantain this balance, we need
to bring in the sponsors who provide us
[financial] assistance, and in return we
brand the party with their product.

PN is going international this year. Tell
us a little about that.

Earlier this year in January, we
organized the 'New Delhi Meltdown'
in New Delhi, India. It was an amazing
experience for us and PN got a lot of
exposure as well. The Indian media gave
us very good coverage, and the party
was very similar to like the ones we are
used to organizing at home. We have
been corresponding with with Nepali
communities in Hongkong, Australia
and USA in regards to organizing a PN
party for Nepali communities there.
If things work out according to plan,
PN will be traveling to cities in those
countries places this year.
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Time to show leadership

Nanda Shrestha / Samudaya.org

Dear Netaji,

Let me start with a quote from
Maya Angelou, a voice of reason and
reconciliation, peace and wisdom:

Lift your faces, you have a piercing need
For this bright morning dawning for you.
History, despite its wrenching pain,
Cannot be unlived, but if faced

With courage, need not be lived again.
(From “On the Pulse of Morning” [1993])

“History need not be lived again.”
Yet we are reliving it, Netajis, because
of your lack of leadership and courage.
Just look around as you stand behind
that high podium that you claim to be
your pulpit. Everything looks eerie as
Nepal finds itself, once again, trapped
in the vortex of the same historic
karmic chakra that has gripped it in the
past. The same old fiddle and the same
old tune. The demands of the people
and the outcomes of their cries (e.g.,
public protests) are the same and so is
their pain, except that its intensity is
now much larger than in 1990, perhaps
in the same proportion as the increase
in the country’s population, from 18.5
million in 1991 to almost 28 million in
2006. Such is the tautological reality.
History is repeating, and it is merciless
to those who fail to learn its lessons
as we have failed time and again.

The Question of Leadership: No
point to sit here and sob over the
opportunity we missed to change the
course of Nepali history. What we face
now is what the Netajis have settled
for and what the people have elected to
accept, at least for now. So where do we
go from here in our attempt to find a
way out of this historical cul-de-sac and
not live this history again?

These are difficult times in a land,
once graced by Janak’s wisdom and
Sidhartha’s sacrifices but now mired in
the sati’s shrap. Furthermore, it finds
itself increasingly caught in the parallel
universe of restless awareness and
endless anxieties, rising expectations
and sinking opportunities. Simply put,
Nepal has arrived at a critical juncture
where we can either continue to go
down the same old path and suffer as
most Nepalis have or try to change the
course of history in order to uplift the
Nepali humanity. But the latter is no
easy road. It demands individual and
collective sacrifices and selflessness.
And it requires genuine leadership, a

precious commodity sorely missing
from Nepali politics. That’s right -
leadership! Can we find it?

I hear a loud katuwal call from
a silent hill top where a few dim
kerosene lamps are still flickering,
simultaneously as a sign of hope and
impending demise. Piercing through
the darkness of night, the call echoes
across every hill and every valley like a
late night Monsoon thunder ready to
unleash massive clouds. The katuwale
asks: Is there any leader around who
can rise above self-interests and
identity-based party politics to lead
the masses to the promised land where
they can enjoy freedom and justice and
live a viable life? Being a true netaji,
the voice reverberates, is more than a
matter of leading a few bands of blind
followers with a narrow vision and turf
mentality. No need to show up if this is
all you do, says the katuwale.

The question of leadership is not
new though. Sounding a hopeful note,
columnist C.K. Lal recently remarked,
“The road to peace has been paved. It’s
a delicate road and the big question
now is of an able leadership to steer
the country forward”. While we can
only be hopeful at this point that the
road to peace has been paved, there
is little dispute over Lal’s point about
leadership. Able and, of course, willing
leadership, indeed!

“There are, all around wus,
signs of social, cultural, and moral
disintegration,” wrote Barrington
Moore (1987, p. 124) in his book,
Authority and Inequality under
Capitalism and Socialism. “They exist
in both capitalist and socialist camps...
There is no reason to expect social,
cultural, and moral decay to be self-
limiting and self-reversing. Death
and collapse may be an equally likely
outcome.” This is a depressing portrait,
one that is as applicable to Nepal as
any other society. What it suggests is
that history is not only self-repeating,
it is a self-fulfilling prophecy. Moore
then concluded with a somber tone: “If
humanity is to work its way out of its
current plight — and I am far from sure
that it can — there will have to be leaders
at all levels who can turn their backs
on political glamour and work hard for
feasible goals rather than glamorous
ones. All this is quite unexciting and in
fact totally uninspiring. For that very
reason it may be exactly what we need.”
How true!

My dear Netajis, are you paying
attention to this poignant message, a
message of fear and hope at once. Its

prescription is shared/collective politics
and viable socioeconomic policy. Small
is beautiful and small is sustainable.
This is the demand of our times and
national reality. Netajis, do you have
the necessary foresight and fortitude
to sacrifice your self-interests and party
interests, bury all the vested interests
to work solely for the interests of the
nation and its citizens? No more taking
us for granted! That would be a grave
error. This may be your last chance to
redeem yourselves. Shape up and work
together for the people who freed you
from the king’s clutches and put you
back in power before you feel the bajra
of their wrath falling on your heads, one
by one, plunging the nation into total
chaos and anarchy. If that happens, a
scenario not that unlikely at all in view
of the general masses’ endless anxieties
and restless awareness, you won'’t even
be a sideshow.

Let me repeat. The moral of
Moor’s message is that in the vacuum
of necessary leadership, no political
system - whether capitalism, socialism,
or something else — can offer solutions
to human miseries. So waging a war
over the question of what the “correct”
path is to fulfill national goals is merely
a mock exercise and waste of resources.
There is no one correct path, nor is there
any path that is necessarily incorrect.
As Deng Xiopeng once said, it does not
matter whether a cat is black or white
as long as it catches mice. Netajis, it is
your leadership that counts not your
tired and timid political ideology. This
is a new day and you must practice
the politics of hope, not of fear and
factions.

And this same message applies to
the people as well, to all of us: avoid
the emotional temptation of political
identity that only drives you to separate
yourselves from the rest. As you harden
your sense of blind fellowship with your
party leaders, purely based on your
political identity, you end up drawing
exclusive battle lines rather than
finding an inclusive common ground
to collectively strive for the common
good, a greater cause of the country.

If we are to tackle these unfolding
tragedies forthrightly, Netajis, it is
time for all of you to demonstrate
your leadership rooted in moral
decency, social justice and fairness,
political inclusiveness and democracy,
and selflessness. Economically, this
leadership must be defined by a
sustainable  development agenda
(not the western variety though).
You must assume leadership as your

calling, first and foremost. No more
self-degenerating political bickering,
please, and no grandiose and glamorous
economic blueprints which, the past
50 years of our experience remind us,
are neither feasible nor desirable for
Nepal’s national needs and resource
base. So, to repeat, what is most critical
is the question of leadership.

But where is this leadership
going to come from? Frankly, I do
not know. Given that the history of
Nepali politics is filled with entrenched
factional fights, it is hard to imagine
anyone rising to assume the mantle of
collective leadership and for others to
accept it. Therefore, I simply lay out a
rough framework within the existing
tripolar configuration of the political
landscape (see the following diagram).
This will not only show the key sources
of potential leadership, but also what
each of the poles and political leaders
must do in order to align themselves
with the core of this configuration: the
people, potentially the ultimate force
of unity (or disunity). If they all align
with the people at large and their well-
being rather than with their respective
party followers and party platforms,
then they are likely to show collective
leadership to carry out a shared national
vision.

The King: The king is still one of the
poles and is likely to remain powerful
behind the scene although his role is
vastly reduced. It is highly unlikely
that true leadership can emanate from
this pole, especially in view of the fact
that the vast majority of the people no
longer trust the king. The critical issue
is how to keep it in complete check to
ensure that it can no longer distort and
defile the popular leadership. The king,
along with his royal entourage, must be
held accountable to the same law that
binds every citizen. He must not be
allowed to operate above the law as is
the case up to now.

Non-Maoist Political Parties: Back
in power, the non-Maoist parties
constitute the “mainstream” entity, but
with a tenuous hold, especially in light
of the simmering political volatility
and public scrutiny. With power comes
the burden of heavy responsibility as
they have to not only nurture the latest
revival of democracy but deliver on
their promises, both made by them and
expected by the people whose blood and
sweat handed them their new power.
Since the memory of their checkered
past is still fresh in the minds of the
masses, there is little margin of error.
The masses are watching them with
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their gazing eyes. Any missteps on the
part of these parties are highly likely to
pave the path for the Maobadis to grab
power, the very scenario that they have
tried to prevent, often at the expense of
public interests. So they have the most
to lose — or most to gain — depending
on how they conduct public affairs
during this round. The people are tired
of pointless platitudes and meaningless
manifestos; they want to see tangible
results.

The Maoists: With their grassroots
support well grounded and battle-
hardy cadres ready to fight, the Maoists
are sitting pretty, holding the biggest
trump card in the country’s political
jockeying and jostling. Theirs is an
enviable position as they enjoy the
luxury of 1) being political “outsiders”
fighting for a popular cause and 2)
operating outside the mainstream
without being encumbered by the
responsibility of national governance
and the necessity of having to “prove”
to the people in the public arena. In
short, the Maobadis can mobilize or
move back at will.

Yet they must recognize that they
can’t go on as they have for years,
leaving the country suspended in a state
of political paralysis while economic
erosion renders it barren. Even people’s
revolutions have their limits in terms of
time as well as space. For the Maobadis,
the trump card will wear out and the
support base will fade as the time
passes. After all, the environment in
which their war rages on is no Vietnam
where Uncle Ho and his revolutionary
cadres were “blessed” by the presence of
a visible external imperial enemy that
justified virtually any act of violence
and enormous sacrifices in the name of

national liberation. A revolution against
a common external enemy has a lot
longer sustaining power than waging a
war to remove an internal despot.

A decade of the Maoist war is
certainly a milestone, but it may also
prove to be the limit of time and,
hence, a defining (or decisive) moment
for the Maobadis. My point is that they
are now faced with three basic choices:
1) to launch a decisive war to achieve
their ultimate goal with full knowledge
that total victory remains distant while
violence becomes rampant and perhaps
random; 2) to remain engaged in a
protracted war trying to demoralize the
enemy, a path that is bound to shatter
both public trust and national economy,
or 3) to create, as they recently seem to
have, an optimal climate to participate
in the political processes to serve their
“noble” cause. Short of total victory
or constructive engagement in the
political processes, they, too, have a lot
to lose and little to gain.

Flickers of Hope: Although it is too
early to gauge whether the Natajis from
all sides have fully heard the katuwal
call to forthrightly meet the demands of
time and our national reality, the recent
development in the political landscape,
ie., the emerging dialogues between
the Maoist and non-Maoist forces (and
sources of popular leadership) certainly
signal a new roadmap — and, hopefully,
the times of hope. What I see now is
that those flickering kerosene lamps on
that hill top where the katuwale stands
are beginning to glow a little brighter.
They are our flickers of hope in the
midst of what is still a scene of despair.
Let’s all catch those flickers and keep
them glowing so that we need not live
our tortured history again.

Congratulations to

Mr. and Mrs. Biswa Shah
on thewr birth of their son,

Bishesh.
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In Loving Memory

Nanda Kumart Lamichhane
1935 -2006
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Mankato team on winning streak in Minnesota

Aashish Khatri & Bishal Upadhyay

The Nepali Team of Minnesota State
University, Mankato has been on a
winning streak this year. Among Six
participating teams, the Mankato team
was triumphant in Nebraska during
a local basketball championship held
on 15 and 16 March. Back home in
Minnesota, the ANMN New Year 2063
Basketball Tournament, organized by
Association of Nepalis in Minnesota,
Minneapolis on April 15th was the
next stop for the Mankato Killateam.
ANMN hosts its annual Nepali New
Year celebrations to bring the Nepali

community in the area together
and started their annual basketball
tournamet at the celebrations last year.
There, the Mankato team prevailed by
defeating three out of the five equally
competitive teams and bagged the
champion’s trophy. The final game was
between the Mankato Killateam and
the team from neighboring St. Cloud
State University, St Cloud.

The Nepali team in Minnesota
State University, Mankato on the lead
to maintain their winning tour also
seized the Cricket Tournament trophy
held from 14 to 16 April. Apart from
Nepal, teams Pakistan, India, TeamPak,
NDSU and Cosmos had participated
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in the tournament. The Nepali team
started with a disappointing loss
against NDSU in their very first match
of the tournament but the players were
determined tomakeacomeback. In their
next game they faced off team Pakistan
and came out victorious, earning
themselves a spot in the semifinals.
The match against TeamPak, one of the
strongest team in the tournament, was
a vital one and the victory over them
was the turning point for team Nepal.
Winning the semifinal against

TeamPak, the Nepalese team was
again to face Pakistan, the defending
champions from 2005. The final ended
in an extremely interesting fashion;
defending the target of 91 Nepalese
team packed Pakistan team in 9.4 overs
of a ten over game.

The tournaments and the following
victories have also brought together
the Nepali community in Mankato,
Minnesota.
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