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* In 1971, Dasho Tenzin Dorje (Drag shos bstan 'dzin rdo rje) informed Michael Aris 

about the existence of two exceptional Bhutanese/Mon historical textS which he later 

gave to him. They are: . 

I. Sa skyong rgyal POt gdung rabs 'byung khungs dang 'bangs kyi mi rabs chad tshul nges 
par gsal ba'; sgron me, written in 1728 by Wagindra, a monk from the Byar clan, dbu 

can manuscript, 54 folios. 

2. Dpal 'Brug par lung Ihat gdung brgyud kyis bstan pa'i ring lugsl Iho mon kha bzhi /as 
nyi ma shar phyogs su byung zhing rgyas pa'i 10 rgyus gsal bat me long, unsigned, but 

most probably written by the same author, dbu can manuscript, 24 folios. 

In 1979, Michael Aris published these two historical works along with their English 

translations and appended them as a microfiche copy to his book, Bhutan: The Early 

History of a Hima/ayan Kingdom. Aris & Phillips, Warminster, London, 1979. (for 
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detailed information regarding the manuscripts, please see pp.xxix-xxx). 

In 1986, Dr. Aris finally published Dasho Tenzin Dorje's copies/manuscripts in book 

form (see Michael Aris, Sources Jor the History of Bhutan, Wiener Studien zur 

Tibetologie und Buddhismuskunde, Heft 14, Arbeitskreis fUr Tibetische und 

Buddhistische Studien, Universitat Wien, Wien, 1986, 203 pages). 

In 1984, Dasho Tenzin Dorje published the former manuscript under the title Bod rye 

mnga' bdag Khri ral pa can gyi sku mched Lha sras gtsang ma'i gdung brgyud 'phel rabs 

dang 'bangs kyi mi rabs mched khungs 10 rgyus gsal ba'i sgron me zhes bya ba bzhugs so in 

modern book format (no publication data, 102 pages), basing himself, as he says in the 

colophon, on two other hand-written versions that he collated and compiled. 

Dasho Tenzin Dorje also wrote the following articles: 

a. "Ston pa'i gtad rabs skor", 'Brug blo gsal published by the Department of 

Information, Thimphu, 2 May 1982,10 bzhi pa'i thon rim dang po, pp.22-28. 

b. "Gu ru mtshan brgyad dang Rig 'dzin chen po brgyad kyi rnam bshad", 'Brug blo 

gsal published by the Department of Information, Thimphu, 2 August 1982, 10 

bzhi pa'i thon rim gnyis pa, pp.14-20. 

c. "Grub chen Kun bzang rdo rje dang Kun dga' rgyal mtshan gnyis 'Brug tu 

'khrungs tshul", 'Brug blo gsal published by the Department of Information, 

Thimphu, 2 November 1982, 10 bzhi pa'i thon rim gsum pa, pp.8-9. 

d. I. (Cover title) 'Brug shar phyogs pa'i gnyen lam brtsi stangs dang bkra shis sgang 

phyogs kyi 'brog pa gnyen sgrigs sbyor bya tshullo rgyus mdor bsdus dri za'i gling 

bu zhes bya ba bzhugs so (A slightly longer title runs: "'Brug shar phyogs pa'i 

gnyen lam brtsi stangs dang bkra shis sgang phyogs kyi 'brog pa gnyen sgrig 

gnyen sbyor bya tshullo rgyus mdor bsdus na gzhon pho mo'i rna ba'i dpyid 

du gyur pa'i gtam dri za'i gling bu zhes bya ba bzhugs so"), PP.I-53. 

2. '''Brog pa'i rus rigs 'chol nyog tu song ba'i gtam ngo mtshar 'dzum shor bzhugs 

so", PP.54-64. 
3. "Skya leng dang yom nang chags rabs 10 rgyus smra ba 'dod pa'i kha rgyan 

bzhugs", pp.6S-72. 

There is no publication information on the latter booklet. This too was published 

sometime in the mid 1980'S in Bhutan. 

e. Lho 'Brug sman Ijongs chos ldan zhing gi sbas yul khag dang sgrub gnas khyad 'phags 

rnams kyi gnas yig dang 10 rgyus gang rnyed phyogs bsdus dad pa'i nyi ma 'dren pa'i 

skya rengs dkar po, (A Collmion of Rare alld Hitherto Unknown Guide Books and 

Account of 24 Sacred Sites and Hidden Places of the Bhutan and Mon Tawang Area), 

collected and edited by Dasho Tenzin Dorje, no publication data, 341 pages. 



I. " Bum thang tha'i sbas yut gyi bkod pa me tag skyed tshal", written by Theg pa 

mchog gi mal 'oyor ba DH. med 'od zer in shing mo lug, PP.5-23. 

2. "Sbas yul skyid mo Ijongs Bh.un ga byang gi gnas yig", Rig 'dzin 'Jigs med gling 

pas brda bsgyur las thon pa' 0, PP.23-25. 

3. "Bum thang chos rje brag gnas dgon dang bab ron thar pa gling gi 10 rgyus", 

PP·25-30 . 

4. "Bum thang shugs brag Seng ge rdzong gi gnas yig nyung ngur bsdus pa don gyi 

snying po", Chu lug !or Mdo khams gter ston Rin chen gling pas gnas kyi ngo 

sprod mdzad, Rdor gling sprul ming pa sngags ban Khams gsum Yongs grol gyis 

shar mar bris, PP.31-46. 

5. "Bum chang 0 rgyan chos gling chags rabs", by Amar Vajra, PP.46-56. 

6. "Thub bstan bshad sgrub dar rgyas chos gling dgon pa chags rabs dang 10 rgyus", 

by Slon dpon Pad ma la at the behest of Dasho Tenzin Dorje in 1983, PP.57-72. 

7. "Klong gasllas! Sbas yul mkhan pa Ijongs kyi gnas yig Pad ma gling pa'i gter man, 

pp·73-I03· 

8. "Lho mon phyogs ghu ru'i sgrub gnas sbas gnas rong mo steng gnas lag dang bcas 

pa phye tshul Daki dgyes pa'i glu dbyangs", written by Lha rigs rdo rje 'dzin pa 

Kun bzang rang rig rdo rje 'am Rdo rje thogs med rtsal in me khyi 10, PP.ID4-135. 

9. "Yangs rtse mchod rten bskor ra'j 10 rgyus! mcho!lrten bya rung kha shor gnyis 

pa'i zhabs tog gser gsol bgyis pa sogs las brtsams pa'i dkar chag", pp.13S-146. 

ID. "Sbas yul Seng ge rdzong gi gnas bshad", PP.147-166. 

H. "Mon kha na ring seng ge rdzong gsum las gnas gsar pad ma Yangs rdzong gi gnas 

yig pad ma dgyes 'dzum", written by Gter stan 0 rgyan chos skyong gling pa at 

Skur stod dung dkar, sa phag zla tshes nang! Lho phyogs Mon kha na ring Seng 

rdzong duI Dus bab gter stan 0 rgyan chos skyong gling pa dang! Lho 'brug chos 

rje drag shos phrin las rgya mtsho bcas pa gnas gsar Pad ma yang rdzong gnas zhal 

gsar 'byed skabs!, PP.I67-183. 

12. "Mon rta dbang phyogs kyi gnas ni", PP.183-184. 

13. "Tsa ri {ra gnyis pa gnas chen Stag tshang gi gnas yig ngo mtshar 'phrul gyi sgo 

brgya pa", PP.185-193. 

14. "Bde chen sbug gi bstad bsngags", 'Jam dbyangs kun dga' seng ges (dus rabs 14) 

rab byung 6 pa'i nang Bde chen sbug gi bla ma blo ldan rgyal pos, PP.193-195. 

15. "Rdzong brag mchod rten dkar mo 'gul shes kyi 10 rgyus," PP.I96. 

16. "Nub phyogs chu ldan zhing gi gnas chen ra rgod brag gi gnas yig rin chen gter 

gyi bang mdzod", 'Gro mgon mi pham ye shes dngos grub zhes na ro'i spruJ pa 

de'i slob bu Kun bzang bstan 'dzin in icags pho glang, PP.I97-203. 
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chen po 'Brug sgra rdo rje'i gzigs snang, PP.103-109. 

17. "Mon spa gro chu mo phu'i gnas yig Ius can dad pa'i snye ma, Rig 'dzin gter ston 

18. Spyi 'dus thang kha'i gnas yig", pp.1IO-111. 

19. "Zab gnas sa dmar rdzing kha'i gnas yig Manda ra ba'i chun po", pp.113-121. 

10~ ,~Brag dkar po'i gnas yig bkodpa rgy~ mtsho'i sprin phung". pp.211-240. 

11. "Tshe furtg,nfng gi g~s yig rnam mkhye~lam bgrod", PP.241-255. 

12. "Can sgang kha'i bstod bsnags", dus rabs bcu bzhi par 'Jam dbyangs kun dga seng 

ges sku dngos zhabs kyis bcags pa'i skabs gsungs pa'o, PP.255-256. 

23. "Sbas yul glang brag gi gnas yig zur tsam bkod pa", Rang 10 nyi shu Inga yi dus 

skabs la! Sprd zla ra ba tshes pa'i yar ngo'i dust Gter ston rdor g1ing gsung ngor 

rjes 'jug nasi rnam thar gsungs pa de skad ji bzhin dui Sprang chung lhun grub 

ming phran bya ba yisl 0 rgyan gnas chen sbas yul glang brag zhesl gnas yig zur 

tsam bdag gis bkod/, PP.257-278. 

24. "Sbas yul A brgya lung gi gnas yig mthong ba kun grol dang lung bstan", Gter 

ston 0 rgyan g1ing pas chu sprel zla ba gzas sgrib kyi tshes bco lnga la gter nas gdan 

drangs pao, PP.279-341. 

I bought these publications in Ope mdzod kun phan nyi zla chos chas tshong khang, 

Thimphu, when I was attending the funeral of Skyabs rje Oil go mkhyen brtse 

Rinpoche (1910-1991) in Theg mchog chos kyi dga tshal, Sa mtshams mchod rten, Paro 

(Bhutan) in November 1992. 

There should be more articles and monographs written by Dasho Tenzin Dorje, but 

these are not accessible to me at the moment. We are reproducing Dasho Tenzin 

Dorje's article entided "'Brug shar phyogs pai gnyen lam betsi stangs dang bkra shis 

sgang phyogs kyi 'brog pa gnyen sgrig gnyen sbyor bya tshullo rgyus mdor bsdus na 

gzhon pho mo'i rna bai dpyid du gyur pa'i gtam dri za'i gling bu zhes bya ba bzhugs 

so" - "Marriage Customs and Practices of the Me rag Sag steng Nomads ( 'brog pa-s) of 

Bkra shis sgang (Eastern Bhutan)" with permission of the author for a few reasons. Its 

prose is of high quality with particular attention to ethnographic details. Despite being 

so wonderfully written, it is not well-known to the Bhutanese scholars and their 

students as well as the Western Tibetologists. It thus deserves more attention. 

Tashi Tsering 
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