








Vajra (literally--flash of
lighting), is an artists'
condominium, a fransit
home for many,
providing a base during
months of hibernation
and creative inspiration.
Its isolation, graphic
splendour and peaceful
ambience, make an
ideal retreat from the
clock of pressure.
Ketaki Sheth
Inside Outside

| stayed a week at the
Vajra, by which time |
had become so fond of
it that | stayed another.
John Collee
The London Observer

the Vajra
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Going By the Gita

While initially concerned at the changed
and diluted focus or broadened dimen-
sions of Himal, your May issue convinces
one of your wisdom to venture into new
areas ol interest and readership.

Your coverage of the Hindu religion
(May 1996)
was as diverse
and compelling
as the philoso-
phies it ex-
pounds.
Mchammed
Habib's
assertion in the _.
article “Hindu
and Muslim—I”
that brutalities
committed in

believers, bewildered seekers and learned
thinkers alike.

Aldous Huxley found the Gita “one of
the clearest and most comprehensive
summaries of the perennial philosophy”.
Hindu scriptures do provide a vast
treasure of spiritual wisdom along with
some quite obvi-
ously tilted views

which devalue
and degrade
the status of all
but the male
members of
the upper and
middle class
“born”
Hindus.
Howevér, its
strong roots

the name of
Islam are
perverse deviation from the holy Quran
and misrepresentaticn of its precepts to
suit the interests of individual or collec-
tive glory, power or gratification, is
equally applicable to the persecutions and
bloodshed perpetuated in the propagation
of Christianity. Similarly, the inhuman
oppression caused by practice of the caste
system imposed on birth, rather than
division of vocations on the basis of
aptitude or qualities born out of nature,
has emerged out of malpractice of the
creed, not the original philosophy of
Hinduism. :

Dipak Gyawali’s description of the
dilemma of the modern-
day Hindu, caught
between the shackles of
the past and challenges of
the future, was perceptive
and will find many
takers. His view that
according to the
Bhagavad Gita “for every
spiritual success, there
would be a hundred
thousand automatic
failures”, however, does not portray a true
picture or is perhaps seeking an answer,
as Arjuna does in the Gita (Chapter VI,
Verse 37). The answers are provided in
meticulous detail, starting from Verse 40
of the same chapter, and once more
Chapter IX, Verses 30 to 34. True the Gita
does not subscribe to the belief that
random acts of ritual or a confession now
and then will cleanse the soul of perpetual
wrongs or sins. But it finds ample room
and sets out meticulous course for gradual
spiritual growth, for sinners, non-
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w have helped it
survive for

centuries and it now attracts attention of a
large number of new followers and many
serious scholars, spiritual or secular.

Nevertheless, Stephen Truax Eckerd
is quite right in stating that Hinduism is
seeing neglect and decay in its place of
birth and growth. This trend can only be
reversed if the practice of religion is rid of
the outmoded and often absurd rituals
and abhorrent practices, perpetuated by
generations of spiritual and political
dictators.

As Mr Eckerd suggests, healthy
growth and revival cannot be achieved

through the imposition of another set of

values even by well-
meaning intellectuals,
and even less through
rejection of the entire
philosophy on
account of passions
aroused by some of
its pracrices or
practitioners. Indeed,
the principal cause
for its decline is
‘death’ of Sanskrit,
the language of the scriptures. The best
teachings should, therefore, be translated
into contemporary languages and in-
cluded in the curriculum of schools and
colleges. At the same time, encourage-
ment at the family and local levels to
establish a library of the best and most
sensible teachings in the written, audio
and visual media, as recommended by Mr
Eckerd, would surely help bring about the
much needed renaissance.

Sagar SJ.B. Rana

Lalitpur, Nepal

Iran’s Intellectuals

1 found the article on Sultan Mahmud
(“Hindu and Muslim” May 1996) both
informative and in agreement with my
own sentiments on this issue. But this is
the opinion not only of a liberal intellec-
tual. Sultan Mahmud was an Iranian King
of Turkish origin. But, despite the love
affair of some nationalist Iranians with
their kings, his plundering ol Hindu
temnples is never upheld as a source of
pride. The same is true of ultra-religious
folk; Sultan Mahmud's claims to expand
Islam and declare jihad on the infidel has
never been taken seriously. These are
brutal tyrants whose reign was as hard on
their own people as it was harsh on the
conquered peoples,

Going back some years, Dipak
Gyawali’s article on the intellectuals of
Nepal (Sep/Oct 1994) was a revelation. It
made me realise how little I knew about
the history and sociology of Nepal and
also how similar are the problems faced
by both Nepali intellectuals and their
counterparts in Iran.

My book, Max Weber’s Sociology of
Intellectuals, which aimed to shed light on
the theoretical aspects of the sociology of
intellectuals, generated about a dozen
academic reviews, but it is only Mr
Gyawali who has put it to the use it was
intended for—to help sort out the
varieties of intellectuality in a given
context.

Ahmad Sadri

Department of Sociology and
Anthropology

Lake Forest College, Illinois

Waning Hinduism
Stephen Truax Eckerd’s “Is it Enough to
be Born a Hindu?” (May 1996) borders
on exoticism and conveniently ignores the
dynamics that push a society forward. The
article charts with remarkable clarity the
loss of cultural values and the decline of
the Hindu way of life in parts of Nepal.
However, the writer fails to go
beyond nostalgic longing for a lost
Hinduness and exptain why and how the
change occurred. Indeed, he seems
overburdened with a concern for Hindu-
ism as he first saw it practiced in Nepal as
a Peace Corps volunteer in the 1960s.
The contention that Hindi cinema is
one of the main culprits [or the dissipa-
tion of traditional values might be true,
but what would Mr Eckerd propose?
Nepal is no Bhutan, and forces of history
have kept it open to ouiside influence. It
was, therefore, bound to sufler from
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Bangladesh ¢ India

HATE THY
NEIGHBOUR

Some of the more promising election-time pitches in
the SAARC countries are jinked to the matter of “bad
neighbour” rather than domestic issues. In India, the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s constant harping on the
Bangladeshi migrants 1ssue proved very campaign
friendly. In Pakistan, the Kashmir factor and alleged
Indian designs form a sound poll platform.

The India Factor figured as well in the runup to
Bangladesh’s national elections in tnid-June. The
Bangladesh Nationalist Pany (8NP}, ted by the former
prime minister Begum Khaleda Zia told a massive

People want cheap

eggs and don’t care
which side of the border

the chicken lays

crowd the day after she resigned in March-end that
people should vote her back to power to prevent
“Indian servitude”. She called foranationalist alliance
against “Indian hegemonism”, and declared that, if
elected, she would not renew the [ndo-Bangla Friend-
ship Treaty.

All this rhetoric was meant to make the Awami
League, Begum Zia’s arch nival, squirm. 1t was the
League which signed the treaty with India in 1972
after the liberation war, and which has had te con-
stantly face criticism of having “sold out to india”, not
an unfamiliar bogey in some other neighbours of
India. During the election campaign, the Awami
League retaliated by asking why the BNP, which had
after all been in power longer than Awam League,
never scrapped the treaty. But keeping public senti-
ments in mind, the League has declared that it, too,
would not renew the treaty il voted to power. The
instrument is due to expire in 1997.

Very few people have any idea what the treaty
actually says. Anu-treaty feelings are whetted by
speculation that it probably has a clause saying that in
case of external threar Bangladesh may cail upon
India to intervene. The closest Bangladesh got to that
point was back in 1975 when Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was killed in a military putsch and his Awami League
lost power. Reportedly, India considered, and then
ruled out, an intervention at that time. Says a political
analyst from Dhaka University, “New Delhi opted
instead to continuously make life miserable for the
new set of rulers, which was a cheaper and
more effective method of coercion than a military
intervention.”

It might not be able to trumpet the fact, but
Sheikh Hasina Wajed's Awami League sees an ally m
the Congress Party in India, which, under Indira
Gandhi, lent it crucial support during the liberation
war in 1071. As a result, the League has been ham-
pered in domestic Bangla politics by its inability to go
after the Congress Party, which has been in power in
New Delhi for much of the last quarter century. Even
on the critical issue of Ganga water sharing, the
League has been timid in its criticism, which has cost
the party politically. To correct this perception of an
India tilt, the League has been sounding decidedly
less “pro-Indian” lately, the stance on the friendship
treaty being a case in point.

However, all this is possibly quite unnecessary
because given the choice the people would vote for a

. party which fills the belly better, rather than the one

which renews or does not renew treaties. To most
Bangladeshis, the next-door Indian economy has
been a fact of life longer than either politics or
diplomacy. Most consumer goods are cheaper if
imported from India. The same goes for capital goods.

For all its anti-Indian bluster, it is a fact that
Begum Zia's BNP has been rather Delhi-friendly when
it was in power till forced to bow out in favour of a
caretaker government. It is also true that Indian
business hoomed during the last few years of BNP
rule. There has been little protest. People want cheap
eggs and don't care which side of the border the
chicken lays.

No matter how much one screams about the
about-to-expire treaty, Bangladesh will have to play
against a diplomatic pace which s set by India. Treaty
or no treaty, says Dhaka intellectuals, Indians will
intervene if they want to and as a major market for the
developed world, will get away with it. Indians goods
too will enter Bangladesh, legally or otherwise, they
say. Indian satellites have already conquered the
sidies, can the rest be far behind? A

Sri Lanka

BACK TO THE
DARK AGE

Cheap power was touted as the prime attraction ofSri
Lanka's brave adventure to liberalise its economy 20
years ago when the country became the first South
Asian to go free market. Electricity at bargain prices
was supposed to draw investors to the island’s first
free trade zone near Colombo International Airport at
Katunayake. The massive Mahaweli hydroelectric
schemes were just coming on line and it was possible
to offer foreign businesses inexpensive energy. Politi-
cians even talked airily of selling electricity to South
India.

All that seemed like a fantasy in May asthe nation
sweltered under massive power cuts that lasted days
on end (See Himal, April 1996). The power shortage
was caused by profligate use of electricity during the
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Cnicket World Cup, a long spell of dry weather, and
a delayed (or failed) southwest mensoon aggravated
by a strike by employees of the state-owned Ceylon
Electricity Board {CEB).

Eormer President ].R. Jayewardene and more so
his successor, the late Ranasinghe Premadasa, had
visions of transforming Sri Lanka into a Singapore. A
series of big dams were built, and as electricity
became abundant it led to an urban development
strategy full of airconditioned highrise buildings with
which Colombois now too well served. Many of these
concrete monstrosities have no windows to open.
Affluent Colombans have discovered that their city is
uninhabitable without electricity.

Many services long taken for granted suddenly
disappeared as CFB strikers even crippled the water
supply in Greater Colombo and elsewhere by taking
away vital components of stand-by generators servic-
ing the pumping system. Predictably, there were
angry fulminations, with the government alleging
sabotage and the state media, quoting governmental
sources, pointing accusing fingers at the United Na-
tional Party (UNF) opposition.

Even before the strike, when there wasno one to
blame but the weather, General Anuruddha Ratwatte,
the Minister of Power, Energy and Irmgation, had
accused the previous administration of not planning
ahead, leaving the country overly dependent on
hydro-power. (Ratwatte is clearly an over-worked
minister. In addition to the power, umgation and
energy portfolio he, as deputy defence minister, is in
charge of the day-to-day operational command of the
armed forces.)

There is no doubt that Sri Lanka is overly depen-
dent on hydro-electricity, with 82 percent of the
system capacity hydro based. Up to now, the neces-
sary thermal back-up, though expensive, was avail-
able for periods of dry weather. But electricity gener-
ated by fuel guzzling gas turbines and diesel genera-
tors does not come cheap. The ceB strike, though
short-lived, gave Sri Lankans living outside the
country’s war zone a taste of what the population of
the Jalfna peninsula has sulfered for the past 13 years
when they had no electricity at all.

President Chandrika Kumaratunga could not go
on television (without electricity, telecasts were not
possible) to point an accusing finger at her predeces-
sors. But that did not stop her [rom alleging 2 UNP
conspiracy behind the CEB strike, rooted in opposi-
tion to the government's policy of breaking the state
monopoly in the generation and distribution of elec-
tricity. The fact is that the government does not have
the money to meet the growth in demand for power.
BoT (build, own and transfer) and BoO (build, own
and operate) projects are the only answer.

Sri Lanka's experience in this area, in fact, holds
lessons for other countries in the region looking ro
privatise state enterprises. Employees generally do
not favour divestment. They fear loss of employment
and harsher work demands under tight private sector
management. They also know that there will be less
influence peddling as the enterprises begin to func-
tion under commercial principles.
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The late President
Premadasasweetened the
pill by devising a for-
mula of gifting 10
percent of all
privatised under-
takings to theirem-
ployees. The num-
ber of shares ben-
eficiaries received
was related to their
years of service only
and not to the posi-
tionthey held. Very
small people were
thereforeable to get

hefty slices of cake

Chandrika admin- \e LoLoMED

given the strong op-

the sugar is not tasting as sweet as it should.
Bandaranaike, was virtually crippled by leftist in-

in some privatised

companies. The

istrationis continu-

ing this policy, but

position to privati-

sation within the ruling People’s Alliance itself, even
President Kumaratunga was barely into her teens

when her father, Prime Minister SSW.R.D.

spired strikes before his 1959 assassination. Eco-

nomic imperatives are forcing the government right-

onrnrne anpatatives arg
forcing the g

N
i

ward against the will of many of those who helped it
to be elected to office. Recent victories on the war
frontare on the plus side of the president’s ledger. But
she herself does not under-estimate the formidable
economic challenges that confront her as members of
the government pull in different directions. I

Pakistan

KARACHI: IS PEACE
HERE TO STAY?

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto’s government may
have bludgeoned Karachi into submission, but inde-
pendent observers are asking whether the apparent
peace is here to stay.

It is true that the terror that long held the city in
its grip has subsided. Several pockets of the city are

overnment rightward

elpe







Meraifully, there was no assassination to render
the polis an emotional exercise, as in 1984 and 1991
when Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi were violently
removed [rom the scene. Despite the treuble in
Kashmur, “unity and stability” did not develop as
1ssues in this election as had happened in the previous
ones. Ironically, it was PV Narasimha Rao’s stable
government of the last five years which made
that electoral plank obsclete. With neatly half a
century of freedom and democratic rule under its
belt, the public was conlident encugh to ignore
exhortations on the need for a strong centre. This was
an election which focused on local issues of imme
diate concern.

Jettisoning the BJP government which could not
muster support in the House, a United Front coalition
government supported by the Congress (“from the
outside”) now finds itself in the hot seat. Among its
constituents are the Tamil Mamla Congress and the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) [rom Tamil Nadu,
the Asom Gana Parishad from Assam, the Telugu
Desam Party from Andhra Pradesh, the Madhya
Pradesh Vikas Party [rom the largest state at the
country’s centre, and the Samajwadi Party, whose
strength 1s in Uttar Pradesh.

Former Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar believes
that this development does not bode well for
the Indian Union. He and others like him believe
that things will begin 1o fall apart and the centre
will not hold. On the other hand, another
former Prime Minister, Vishwanath Pratap Singh,
believes that this is an opportunity for India to
establish a truly federal polity. The relationship
between New Delhi and the states has always
been an uneasy one, and this has been specially
true in states ruled by a party other than the one in
power at the Centre. Even when chief ministers
were of the same party as the Prime Minister, their
wings were clipped the moment they were seen as
developing 1into rival power centres. If it was not
Article 356 of the Constitution that was arbitrarily
used to dismiss unfriendly state governments, then
New Delhi often succeeded in ruffling feathers by
drawing the purse strings too tight.

Existing constituticnal previsions concentrate
fiscal powers in the Central Government, with New
Delhi holding the right to disburse national weaitb
among the states. The report of the Sarkaria Commis-
sion instituted to look into centre-state relations, had
recommended that the states be given a bigger share
in fiscal powers. Both the BJP and the United Front
have made promises to implement the recommenda-
tions of the Sarkaria Comrmission and amend Article
356 to prevent its abuse.

If this is done, the states will find themselves
firmly in control of their future. No longer
will they have to depend on the Centre for largesse
and require clearance from New Delhi for every
international project. They can formulate and
implement schemes according to the felt needs
on the ground. And this power can be further
decentralised to reach the local bodies and the village
Panchayats.
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With power, comes responsibility, and the state
leadership will have to learn to say no to populist
schemes whose scle purpose is to cultivate vote
banks. In the past, some chiel ministers have been
profligate, secure in the knowledge that the Centre
will foot the bills. With their hold on New Delhi, the

R

The contrast in the leaderships of the Bharatiya Janata
Party and the United frontis so striking that they represent
two different images of Indian society. While the 12-
member BJP Cabinet headed by Mr Vajpayee had six
members based in Delhi or Bombay, the 14-member
steering committee of the United Front has members who
have been operating in Guwahati, Patna, Lucknow,
Gwalior, Hyderabad, Madras and Bangalore.

From "Not a Motley Crowd" by Surendra Mohan in The Hindu of 1 June, 1996.

powerful state satraps will be tempted to use the
Centre's coffers once more. Forexamptle, Chandrababu
Naidu of the Telugu Desam might be tempted to
pass on the costs ol the two-rupees-per-kg rice
scheme in Andhra Pradesh and of the bill on prohibi-
tion to the Centre. Similarly, Laloo Prasad Yadav
might have to be persuaded not to lay the cost of the
abysmal financial mismanagement in Bihar at New
Delhi’s door.

In fact, even as a new federal structure takes hold,
the regional leadership should be encouraged to look
towards raising move resources in the states, and
ensuring more fiscal responsibility. While no state
government would individually be able to effect
unpopular measures, perhaps it is possible to take
such decisions jointly at the Centre. These must
include the doing away of subsidies in crucial
loss-making sectors such as electricity and irrigation,
and the implementation of some form of tax on the
agricultural income of rich farmers.

Politically, the devolution of power would
also mean greater autonomy within the states
for disgruntled regions like Jharkhand and
Vidarbha. The }anata Dal, the major constituent
of the front, has promised te look into demands for
autonomy for such regions and set up a commission
to examine the possibility of having smalier
states. Even the BJP, seeing the way the wind
blows, had made a similar promise. This couid, inthe
longer run, mean a resolution to violent agitations
such as ‘Gorkhaland’, ‘Bodoland’ or ‘Uttarakhand’. If
true federalism does take root and the regional aspi-
rations of the people are legitimately fulfilled, it could
also mean no more festering wounds like Punjab and
Kashmir.

The new leaders in New Delhi come {rom
the mofussil, so to speak, and have been given a
tremendous opportunity by the people of India, by
indicating where their hopeslie. Itis up tothemtorise
to the occasion. £
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ollecting Orbital Junk

South Asia is hooked on satellite television and what it gets is an
eyeful. But there’s nobody looking out for the public interest as
commercial channels swamp the airwaves.

Colaba slum. Her husband’s alcohol habit eats into

the family income, but with a cleaning job, the
children's contributions and by hawking prawns in the
market, she makes 650 Tupees a month. All costs, for
food, clothing, keeping the children at school—every-
thing—are taken care of with this money. Her narrow
one-room house has no running water, and the family
visits a community toilet nearby. Lifeisa grind, but there,
in one comer of her Toom, a television blinks to life and
is quickly tuned to MTV.

Zaibunissa’s household is addicted to satellite televi-
sion. The connection charge is INR 1102 month. Mother
and children, and the father when he is home and sober,
watch BRC World's Food and Drink (with the lateston this
season’s Bordeaux wines), The Clothes Show's couture
fashion tips, re-runs of American soaps like The Bold and
The Beautiful, and several channels of 24-hour, wall-to-
wall Bollywood movies and film song compilations.

Up inJemosorm, in the arid rain-shadow region north
of the Himalayan range in Nepal, the flat-topped mud-

Z aibunissa Sheikh is a mother of three in Bomnbay’s

12

by Pratap Rughani

roof houses are all decked with a year's supply of fire-
wood-—-a symbol of wealth in this semi-Tibetan society.
Incongruously, satellite dish antennas peer over the roof-
top woodpiles. With a micro-hydropower plant nearby
providing the electricity, the locals take their pick of the
same programmung that is available from Dubai to
Hong Kong.

On Wandoor Bay, in the remote island ol South
Andaman, the Indian government 15 50 concerned about
protecting islanders from outside influence that for-
eigners are not allowed to stay overnight—but the
community recently put up its first satellite
dish. and the fare draws people from across
the bay. For the Choru family, Bengalt
settlers in this Indian outpost, life has
changed: the children, aged six to
16, are captivated by anything
and everything that is
beamed down as enter-
tainment. From penal
coleny 1o couch po-




talo, total isolation to the satellite age, each day the
children soak up about four hours of cartoons, Hindi
song-and-dance and sports.

Geostationary Globalisation

Childrenacross South Asiabooge to Western and ‘Indipop’
music. Lahore kids dress like London dudes, and
Colombho’s teenagers alfect Califorma accents and man-
nerisms, Glohalisation has arrived courtesy of the geasta-
tionary orbit, and with it a new youth culture. The era of
instant communications, predicted by Marshal McLuhan's
“global village”, now delivers glimpses of the other's life,
but interpreted through commercial —and everwhelm-
ingly consumenst—broadcasting,

The Subcontinent is engaged in a pellmell dash into
the satellite age Under the umbrella coverage of the
satellite, diverse regions and populations are being hit by
monoechromatic programming that, for the moment at
least, is equally divided between Western pop culture and
Hindi mainstream programming.

We are today living drastic change, and the impact
will be visible within the decade, when sociolegists and
historians study how satellite television changed the face
of South Asia. One thing they will marvel at is the
incredible human capacity te adapt: villagers in remote
hamlets who have not taken a ride in a car or seen a film,
are suddenly confronted with gyrating figures in the box
that is lit from inside. And this they seem te accept and
enjoy: be it the villager from Arunachal Pradesh, the
Deccan tribal or the woman behind the purdah m
Baluchistan.

The immediacy of television has the ability to inflame
passions (witness the role of Ramanand Sagar’s
Ramayana series in the nse of Hindutva)

But on the positive side 1t 1s, albeit
cathartically, introducing
South Asian societies
to the modern

FIE,

world. Even so, South Asia’s television ‘consumers’ have
litle or no say over programming. This is indication
enough that there is more bad than good in the system
today. The voice of the social philosopher is drowned by
the VJ's ramblings.

There is alarmist discussion in South Asia of what
satellite television 1s doing to indigenous societies. But
these concerns get scant attention from the multinational
channels, and there is even less hope from government
channels, which for decades have restricted themselves to
packaging government news and dull development themes.
Confronted with the satellite era, government corpora-
tions like pTV, Doordarshan or Rupavahini have tried to
catch up 1o the international channels, going for more
chat shows, song-and-dance programmes and serials.

With multinationals ruling the skies, satellite telev-
sion has gone pan-South Asian with its footprint. Mean-
while, the print media, the world of publishing, and the
government departments of information and broadcast-
ing are firmly within nationalst boundaries and strait-

jackets. Similarly, the fact that consumers are divided

across so many linguistic, geographic and national bound-
aries means that a united challenge to satellite multina-
tionals has not yet been contemplated.

One-Way Satellite
In the late 1940s, science fiction writer Arthur C. Clarke
prophesied that one day televisual images would be
carnied instantly across the globe
by “up-linking” from
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The new
push from
satellite
means that
South Asia
takes what
the West
gives, but
the reverse

is hardly

true.
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ahil Wiyesunya, a 51-vear-old self-made million
N aire, 15 a likeable guy. Stockily built with short-

cropped hair, his eyes twinkle and he laughs
easily. He likes the fun things of this world and revels al
the chance of a ringside sear to excitement. He certainly
had all that when he set up the zanily named Cxtra
Terrestrial Vision, Sri Lanka's {ifth television station,

ETv has bloomed hy helping itsell, {rec, gratis and
for nothing, to BBC signals taken off satetlites orbiung
the earth.

“It is rather hike this” explains Mr Wiesunya. i
your neighbour's mango tree overhangs your garden, you
are free to take the frun over your propenty. That is
perfectly legitimate. You are not breaking any law. The
BBC signal was plucked from the sovereign air space of
511 Lanka. We did not do anything illegal and despite a
great deal of effart, nobody has been able to establish that
we bave ”

The BBC toferated it for a while. But not enly was 1Tv
pirating the signal, it was also editing out original com-
mercials to replace them with local advenisements. Mr
Wijesuriya said that BBC muially was very supportive of
their programmes reaching Sri Lankacourtesy iy, which
had got 1ts project approved by the regulators in Colombo
on the basis that they were gmmg mnto satellite transmis-
sions. But as to whether they were going to pay the parties
originating these transmissions was, to borrow the TTV
promoter’s language, “not mentioned”

tTv had gone through the appraisal process to set up

shop, obtained the approval of the Director-General of

Telecommunicalions (o 1mport transmitlers, begun test
transmissions with the necessary authority and was await-
ing [ormal cabinet approval when lightning struck. The
late President Ranasinghe Premadasa, then in office,
perceived the new station and its promoters to be unsym-

Extra
Terrestrial
Piracy

Some call him a pirate, others say he
is just a shrewd businessman. He has
made money by plucking satellite

programmes off the satellite channels.

by Manik de Silva

-

pathetic Lo him and slammed the door on a project which
already had had considerable investment made on it

“He regarded us as a Garmim Dissanayake station,”
says Mr Wijesuriya. That explains a lot. Mr Wijesuriya
had made his lortune hauling heavy equipment [or the
multi-purpose Mahaweli river diversion project that his
{riend, Mr Dissanayake, had promoted 15 years ago. Mr
Dissanayake (and Lalith Athulathmudali) had unsuccess-
fully competed with Mr Premadasa for the ruling United
National Party (UND) ticket o succeed ageing President
J.R. Jayewardene.

Ensconced in the presidency, Mr Premadasa had
commenced marginalising his rivals. Tragically, all three
men who ran that race have since been assassinated-—ifirst
Mr Athutathmudali, then Mr Premadasa and, finally, Mr
Dissanayake But ETv has survived and prospered thanks
to what Mr Wijesuriya's {riends see as his genius and
critics as his crookedness.

What v was doing enraged a nival 5n Lankan
station, MTV, even more than 1t did the BBC. M1V (0
relation toits namesake music channel) had paid the BBC
1o beam a news broadcast under which the 1600 hours
EC news wounld be heamed at 1900 hours local time. Mr
Wijesuriya says his ETV had an edge because it was
houncing off live the 5EC's satellite transtmssions. He says,
“We were celaying BBC 24 hours and viewers here could
have it no sooner it was beamed out of London.

“The MTV owniers protested and got ERC 1o write us a
‘cease-and-desist letter.  went to court (in Colembo} and
said they were impinging en our nghts. By the third
hearing it was agreed that the case be taken off the roll and
we come Lo an agreement,” be adds.

There has been a lot of angry noise but no agreement.
Mr Wijesuriya argues that the Intellectual Property Act
and the Broadcasting Law applicable to these matters in
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S Lanka were not being hroken in any way. He says the
BBC knew 1t was on a sticky wicket and only acted as they
2.d pecause they were gingered up hy the MTV owners.
“We are small enough for them to ignore. 1t's just that the
Maharajahs {then owners of MTV) warmed them up”
he said,

Legal Pirates

In the two vears he ran 11V, Mr Wijesunya claims to have
made SLR 24 million after depreciatien. Some months
ago, hesold off the station 1o a Lankan group at a tidy 400
percent profit. He claims that what he did was knock
programming prices down foreverybody. Says Wijesuriva
“People who want to buy programmes from satellite
operators are able to negotiate the prices down because
thev know they have an option.” That option, of course,
:s pirating.

MTV's Managing Directar John Barton whose station
has also been beaming BBC 24 hours of the day since 3
A= atter paying for the rights) says that 50 percent of
he television product now available in Sri Lanka is pirated
by c1v. “BBCis bought by us and npped ofi by E1v,” he says
matter-of-lactly. Mr Barton recognises Mr Wijesuriya as
an “astute businessman who knows how to play the game
down here”.

He says [1V's new owners seemed receptive to dis-
continuing practices pioneered by Mr Wijesunya but
admits that they would find it difficult to make money 1if
they do. Industry sources smd that MTV, which is losing
money right now on its television activity but hopes for
profits down the road, had also considered piracy. But the
station’s owners say they wish to be strictly legitimale.

The Colombo government has been making some
noises about closing loopholes in the copyright laws to
prevent piracy of foreign satellite transmissions. Trade
Minister Kingsley Wickramaratne said recently the local
copyright authority had heen asked to study this matter
but nothing has come of it. Media Minister Dharmasiri
Senanayake is on record saying that amendments to the
1982 intellectual Property Act are being contemplated.

Mr Senanayake believes, as does Mr Wijesuriya, that

You Can Discover the Secrets of the Hlmalayas

the existing law does not protect satellite transmissions
that can be picked up within the country. But Mr Barton
disagrees with the contention that ETvis within the law in
plucking signals without payment from satellites orbiting
the earth. Why is that notion not being tested? “Protecting
television material (via copyright actions) 1s going to be a
long and exhaustive process,” he says.

In April this year, ETV obtained an enjeining order
from the District Court of Colombo restraining MTV from
interfering with ETV's rights "to transmit or telecast to
viewers 1n 511 Lanka television programmes originating
owtside Sei Lanka and broadcast, re-broadcast, or beamed
over and above the airspace of Sri Lanka not being the
waords of authors who are nationals and/or have their
habitual residence in St Lanka and not being words first
published in &1 Lanka”.

L1v also rushed to court when the media minister
hinted that he might have to use his powers 1o cancel the
station's licence if they ignored the ministry’s warning not
to go ahead with plans (o telecast the Wills World Cup
cricket in Sri lLanka. Rupavahini, one of the two
state-owned stations, had paid a fortune for the exelusive
television rights to the matches when ETV threw its hat
into that ring The court action was withdrawn on a state
assuranee that the minister would not cancel FTV's licence
without & proper inquiry.

Lankan Panache

Is )lm,kmb satellite signals the BTV way a Sri Lanka
exclusive? Onthis scale, yes, says John Barton of MTV. He
said that as far as he knew it was being done by a small
cable operator in India and also in Indonesia. But no-
where on the $n Lankan scale and style. “Sri Lanka’s
international reputation is at stake,” he says.

But the bottom line is that the government would not
like to interfere with viewers in Sri Lanka getting for free
programmes that would otherwise be unavailable to them
because of high cost. The owners of these programmes
now have also understood the available piratng option
and, as Mr Wijesuriya says, that knowledge reflects on
programme pricing for those who want to pay. &
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ANALYSIS

slogan raised by the Jamaat-1-Islami but the title of a

history textbook chapter lor fifth class students
Pakistan. Cight-year-old children can rautle off India’s
wrong-doings against Pakistan ata moment’s notice, and,
in all innocence, they can also enlighten an already
shocked Indian visitor abeut how “unclean” and “infe-
rior” Hindus are!

Neither are India’s young far behind. For the chil-
dren of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)-sponsored
Saraswati Shishu Mandirs in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh, India's history is a long tale of foreign
invasions, especially by the “barbarians among Arabs”,
and of "Hindu” resistance.

To say that legacies of history divide India and
Pakistan is not merely a cliche: it is a living reality for the
younger generation, thanks to partisan history being
taught on both sides of the border. Ruling regimes in
India and Pakistan have tried often to re-write the past of
their respective countries to suit their political ideologes.
In India, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and 1ts earlier
incarnation, the Jana Sangh, have long sought to ilor
history to suit their Hindu nationalism. When it was part
of the Janata Dal governmentin 1977, the Jana Sangh was
able to persuade Prime Minister Morarji Desal "to correct
distortions in the presentation of history™

Across the border, General Zia-ul Haq, sceking legiti-
macy after overthrowing Zulfikar Ali Bhutte's govern-
ment, found a convenient crutch in Islamic ideology. 1t
became essential for the mititary ruler to project Pakistan
as the “bastion of 1slam”, the creation of which had heen
a historic inevitability ever since the first Muslim invasion
of the Subcontinent. This is how the “Ideology of Paki-
stan”, not even part of political parlance till then, came 1o
be the raison d'étre of 1ts existence.

India’s Evil Designs Agamnst Pakistan.” This is not a

End ot
History

The political abuse of history in India
and Pakistan is fostering entire
generations that are conditioned to
regard each other as the enemy.

by Navnita Chadha Behera

Making History

For the proponents of Hindutva in India, a revisionist
history is closely linked to the question of projecting
a distinctive ‘Hindu’ identity. With the underlying
premise that India's national identity is rooted in Hindu
culture and civilisation, it becomes essential for them
to manipulate history in order to justify the Hindu
identity.

Fortunately, in India, school textbooks are written
accordingto guidelines prepared by the National Councit
for Educaticnal Research and Training {NCERT), which is
an autonomous body. An examination shows that these
textbooks offer a more or less secular interpretation of
history. It is enly their account of the independence
movernent that can be faulted, such as when the Jinnah-
led Muslim League is described asa communal organisation
and the Mushm League’s two-nation theory is termed
“unscientific and unhistorical” (Bipin Chandra, Modern
India, NCERT. 1990),

Indian history books deny the concept of Muslim
nationalism and argue that nationalist leaders accepted
partitnion not because there were two nations—a Hindu
nation and a Mushm one—but because the historical
development of communahsm, both Hindu and Mushim,
over ihe past 70 years or so had created a situation where
the alternanve o partition was senseless and barbaric
communal nots

Medieval history is, on the whole, without prejudice.
Txcept for a few exceptions such as Aurangzeb, most
Muslim rulers are shown as being liberal-minded. 1t is
argued that there was no ideological divide between the
Hindu and Muslim cultures and that alliances between
Mushm and Hindu kings and the rationale of their wars
against each other are explained in political and socio-
ecenomic terms rather than religtous.

June 1996 HIMAL South Asia



This was precisely the pretext used by the Jana Sangh
to convirce Morarji Desar to undertake the task of “his-
torical recificanon” by proposing a ban on some history
texthaoks whose “controversial and biased material may
lead readers to acquire a prejudiced view of Indian his-
tory”. Remila Thapar's Medieval India was castigated forits
“lack of anti-Muslim and pro-Hindu enthusiasm™ and
Bipin Chandra's critical treatment of the naticnahist gen-
eration was lambasted on the grounds that he held nation-
alists such as Tilak and Surobinde Ghosh responsible for
creating disunity between Hindus and Mushms. Dr R.C.
Majumdar, who champened the Hindu chauvimst view
of Indian history, denounced these books for “belittling
the Hindus and encouragimyg Muslims”

Histarians took strong exception to the cemmunal
interpretation of histonical events and argued that the
attacks on the textbooks had no intellectual basis. Instead,
they represented direct pohtical interventien by commu-
nal and authoritarian elements in what should have heen
a secular arena.

Despite such protests from academia, the Janata
government withdrew R.S. Sharma’s book, Ancient India,

{rom the Class 12 syllabus of the 1100 Central Board of

Secondary Education (casei-affiliated schoolsin July 1978,
It also sharply curtailed the distribution of Thapar's
Medieval India and Chandra’s Modern India. But the Jana
Sangh's attempts to proceed further in re-writing history
textbocks were stalled, partly because the Janata govern-
ment was thrown out of power in 1979. Also, to their
credit, the NCERT and the Indian History Congress, the
highly respected forum of historians, refused (o endorse
the government’s position on history.

Bharatiya Values

More than a decade later, the precedent set by the Jana
Sangh was foliowed with full vigourinthe BJP-ruled states
of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and
Rajasthan. The campaign began through Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (s front organisations. A memo-
randum was sent to state and central bodies, including the
Ministry for Human Resources Development, the NCERT
and the Commission for Public Instruction, Bangalore,
dernanding that history books highlight “India’s freedom
struggle against foreign invaders for the last 2500 years™,
that the eternal “Bharatiya® values be included in the
syllabi ar all levels of education; and that discriminatory
laws and provisions that divide Indian saciety into major-
ity and mincrity factions and which are detnmental to
national integration be changed.

These views were endorsed subsequently by the
Uttar Pradesh Education Minister, Rajnath Smgh, whe
announced at the National Conference on Indian History
organised by the State Council of Educaticnal Research
and Training in Aprit 1992 that the education system in
UP would be dharma sapeksh (religion based). Asa result,
vedic mathematics was intreduced and new chapters
glonfying India's ancient cultural heritage werc added in
the Hindi and history textbooks.

The revised history textbooks centred around the
following themes: (i} Aryans were the original inhabitants
of India, and Indian civilisation and culture are basically
the work of Aryans whose civilisation is superior to every
other; (ii) India's freedom struggle began about 2500
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years ago during a period of “national resistance” against
foreigners; (1) Islam spread only with the use of lorce,
Muslim rulers were religious bigots whe commtted atroci-
nes apainst Hindus, and there has been a continuous
struggle between the Hindu and Muslim cultures.

The entire period of medieval Indian history is pre-
sented as one of antagonism between Hindus and Mus-
lims where the two communities were like "two armed

Historians took strong exception to the communal
interpretation of historical events and argued
that the attacks on the textbooks had no

intellectual basis
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camps in which the atmosphere of mutual conflict was
always present” (High School Itihas, Bhag I, history text-
book for secondary schools, Government of UP, 1992).
As another secondary schoaol textbook puts it “due 1o
circurnstances, it (Islam) gradually assumned the form a
sainik dharma (military religion) and with the force of
arms, with lightning speed, it advanced and became an
international religion”. Another book refers to Mushims as
a “set of invaders who came with the sword in one hand
and the Quran in the other and numberless Hindus were
forcibly converted te Islam on the point of sword. This
struggle for freedom became a ‘religious war’ " (ltihas Gaa
Raha Hai).

Muslim rulersare portrayed as religious bigots, Hindu-
baiters, idol-smashers and converters by the sword. Akbar
is the only ruler who is spared for having thought about
the welfare of his Hindu subjects. But his liberal pelicies
are explained more in terms of his ‘Hinduisation'—
“Akbar adopted the Hindu ways and customs. He tock
part in Hindu festivals, He used to worship the Sun God.
He was always happy when he wore a Hindu dress” (N.R.
Sharma, A Text Bock of High School Histary, Part & I
Agra, HM. Publications, first edition, 1991).

With regard tc modern history, these textbooks
legitimise and glorify the role of Hindu communal
organisations such as the kss and of its founder, Keshwar
Hedgewar. The rss is supposed 1o have “won the hearts of
patriots connected with different communities, religions
and ideclogies” and its swayamsevaks (volunteers) “re-
moved the evils which hundreds of years of slavery
had given.”

When these
revisions became
public, it led 10 2
round of national
debate onthe abuse
of history by par-
ties in power. The
Ministry of Human
Resource Develop-
ment appointed a
National Steering
Committee, which
inturn deputed the
NCERT to re-evalu-

41



ﬁ‘,r_!;;llysis

Given that there is a will for erasing distortions,
Pakistan faces more of an uphill task since a
whole new generation has been brought up on
half-truths and twisted history

42

ate these textbooks. The Committee submitted its report
in January 1993 concluding that these books presented
an “historically inaccurate and distorted view of Tndia’s
past” giving it a “blatantly communal orientation” The
Cemmittee recommended the boaks be withdrawn and
that in future ne unauthorised textbooks be allowed in
schools run by private bodies or rehigious and
cultural organisations, whether they are government-
atded or not.

Islamic ldeology

In Pakistan, there has never been a similar attempt to try
to rescue the history curriculum. Zia-ul Haq'sadoption of
the Islamic ideology lor Pakistan saw a confluence of
interests with certain erthodox religieus politeal parties
such as Jamaat-i-Islami As 2 result, the way history is
taught in Pakistan was drastically reoriented. Military
rulers abolished history as a subject in Pakistani schools,
replacing it with “Social Studies”™ for Classes 1 to 8, and
“Pakistan Studies” for Classes 9 to 12 and for degree
students. Both courses are amalgams of bits of geography,
history, civics, economics, Islamic studies and 1merna-
tional relations.

General Zia’s regime restructured the entire educa-
tional system along Islamic lines. The University Grants
Commission issued a directive in 1981 o prospective
textbook authors specifying the following objectives [or
the new “Pakistan Studies” course; to engender complete
faith in Palastan and its idealogy; to foster the belief that
Pakistan was obtained on the basis of Islam; to negate the
propaganda of the enemies of Pakistan to the effect that
Pakistan was established with the help of the British; to
build Pakistan as a real “Cathedral ol 1slam™; and to
cherish Quaid-i-Azam’s motto “unity, laith and disci-
pline” for the conselidation of the country and 1o safe-
guard it from the enemies of Pakistan and Islam.

Fulfilling the government directive, the revised his-
tory lexthooks are centred on the tollowing themes: the
ldeology of Pakistan, both as a listornical force which
motivated the movement for Pakistan as well as being s
raison d'gtre and the de-
piction of Jinnah as a man
ol orthedox views who
sought the creation ol a
theocratic state, immuta-
bility of the Hindu-
Muslim divide and
generanon of communal
antagoenism; and portrayal
of India as a land of
non-Muslims and an en-
emy of Pakistan and
Islam.

b

History in these rexthooks starts with the advent of
Islam i the Subcontinent in the 7th century, obliterating
its ancient "Hindu' past as well as the periods of the Indus
valley civilisation and the Maurya and Gupta empires.
The word “invasion™1s avoided scrupulously when refer-
ring to all Muslim conquerors. Mushm rule is glorified as
cne based on the Islamic pnnciples of shariat and is
credued with reforming the ills of Hindu society.

As a social studies book published by the Sindh
Texthook Roard for Class 8 students has it, “Their (Is-
lamic) teaching dispelled many superstitions of the Hin-
dus and reformed their bad practices. Thereby Hindu
religion of the olden days came to an end”. lIslam is
portraved as the antithesis of Hinduism and students are
told that Hindu and Muslim civilisations and cultures
had nothing in common in thetr religion, way of life,
CUSLOMS Or Tites,

Coming to modermn history, the Indian National
Congress is shown as a pro-British and purely Hindu
body. and the Muslim League as an anti-British
organisation. Tacts are distorted to show that orthodox
religious political parues like the Jamaat-i-lslami, Majlis-
i-Ahrar and Khaksar Party had supported the demand for
Pakistan with great enthusiasm, even though it is well
known that they had opposed its creation, stating that it
was un-lslamic.

The depiction of the 1947 communal riots is bla-
tantly biased in every textbook, with enly Hinduand Sikh
massacres of “unarmed Muslims” bemg mentioned. The
partition is described as a story of Muslims’ persecution
and genocide by the Hindus—"Hindus and Sikh, en-
emies of mankind, killed and dishonoured thousandsnay
thousands of women, children, the old and the young,
with extreme cruelly and heartlessness” (Mutala’a-i-Paki-
stan, published by NWFEF Textbook Board).

The Hindu is invariahly portrayed as cunning and
treacherous, ohsessively seeking to settle scores with his
erstwhile masters. Justice Shameem Hussain Kadri, ex-
Chief justice of the Lahore High Court, writes of the
“diabolical Hindus” and “Hindu conspiractes” in his
officially circulated book The Creation of Pakistan. There
are countless similar examples. Words and phrases like
“oppression”, “domination”, “subjugation”, “iInhumane
elimination”, and even "physical extermination” and “ex-
tinction”, are used to describe the policies of Hindu
rulers and, subsequently, of Congress leaders towards
Muslims. The Congress goal of a umited India is inter-
preted as aiming at the exterminanon of Muslims from
Indian socicty.

The hatred for Hindus historically is translated into
loathing directed at India in the post-independence pe-
riod. The textbooks are full of references to India's evil
designs against Pakistan and Islam, which only the Paki-
stant military is capable of dealing with. This was essential
for a military regime seeking justification fer the continu-
ation of s rule.

The fact that six years after General Zia's death and
successive democratic governments no changes have
heen made to correct these distortions shows that the
Jamaat's deep mroads into restructuring Pakistan’s na-
tional education system have outlasted 1ts alliance with
General Zia's military regime.

Benazir Bhutte had instituted a commission for revis-
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ing history and geography textbooks in 1988, but these
attempts were aborted mid-way i the face of severe
criticism from the oppoesition, particularly the Jamaat-i-
Islami, in the National Assembly. Nawaz Sharif's govern-
ment could not possibly undertake this task given its
alliance with Jamaat-i-Islarmi and other slamic political
parties. Ms Bhutto has now re-instituted the commssion
for correcting history textbooks, but thisis an area of low
prionty fora government plagued with so many domestic
political problems

It is also clear that there has been no real debate on
the issue of misleading textbooks in historical aircles and
the widerintelligentsia in Pakistan. This is partly because,
over the years, a strong nexus has developed among
research institutes {established, financed and controlled
by the government), college and university teachers (who
produce or wnte these textbooks), and official texthook
boards (which have their own vested interests in not
allowing any meaningful revisions}.

Us vs Them

A communal interpretation of history, whether by
Mushim or Hindu fundamentalists, has its scurce in
the same wellspring. Both view history in terms of a
religious strugyle between Islam and Hinduism and stnive
to prove that the two are anti-thetical. Hostility towards
an ‘Islamic’ Pakistan or a ‘Hindu' India is the enly logical
next step.

A communal approach to history, besides imbuing
children with an ‘us-versus-them’ feeling at a tender age
and imprinting an inimical picture of the ‘other side” in
their minds, also sets the pace for students to view inter-
state relations between India and Pakistan through the

r--------—--—--——-1

Chessler Books

prism of a Hindu-Mushim divide. The
fact remains that four decades after
partition, reciprocal hatred continues
1o be inculeated in India and Pakistan
in a conscious and systematic manner ¥y
via school textbooks. This is indeed
ominous in terms of the search for
peace in the Subcontinent.

Giventhat there is awill forerasing
distortions, Pakistan faces more of an uphill task since 2
whole new peneration brought up on the half-truths and
twisted history of their textbocks has come to assume
that India is a
land of non-Muslims and hence, the biggest enemy of
Pakistan and Islam. Meanwhile, in India, the rising
political fortunes of the BJP may complicate matters
further. The proponents of Hindutva have made it clear
that their concerns about textbooks still remain on the
political agenda.

Relations between Pakistan and India cannot
improve if there is psychological conditioning of the
young in each country to distrust the other. The preju-
diced manipulation of textbooks bas to end. In 1988,
Prime Ministers Rajiv Gandhi and Benazir Bhutto had
actually arrived at an understanding to re-examine
textbooks as the means to break down barriers
between the two countries. They had hoped to break the
stereatyped prejudices which poisoned the minds of the
younger generation, [t is time this agreement was given
a second look I8

N.C. Beherais Assistant Research Professor at the Centre for
Policy Rescarch in New Delhi.
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Opinion

For example, they do not feel as alien when
they land m Bangkok or Simgapore as they
do while disembarking in Calcutta, even
though Burmese society owes much to In-
dian cultural influences.

While the reasons to join ASEAN are
clear, it 1s important to bear in mind that a
majonty of the ASEAN countries are under
more or less authoritarian regimes, so-catled
‘democratic governments’ dominated by the
military or autocratic cliques. “Political lib-
erty must be restricted to gain economic
development” is the central tenet of this
brand of leadership, whose slogar is the
“Asian Way of Democracy”. ASEAN is be-
coming a political alliance which challenges
the very concept of the universality of hu-
man rights. Hence, it would be quite a
challenge for a future democratic Burma io
work with these quasi-authoritarian
goVernments.

One should also be clear thar Burma s
not likely to metamorphose overnightintoa
“tiger” just by joining astAN. The
present political and economic system
will not allow that. The country does not
have the infrastructure to sustain
economic growth and there are no signs of
progress under the ruling military regime.
“Some people have a mistaken view that
Burma is a potential Singapore or
Malaysia. It lacks an educational system
to achieve that,” says Ms Suu Ky

South Asia to the West
Because it seeks to achieve democracy even
as It pursues eCconomic conperation with its
eastern neighbours, Burma should not ne-
glect South Asia on us western flank. A
democratic Burma should work on reviving
histerical ties with the Subconunent which
have unfortunately been weakened over
the years

There is a large South Asian commu-
nity in Burma, and the Subcontinent can be
a dynamic trading partner with Rangeon.
The fact that the socio-cconomic level of
Burma’s development is more akin Lo those
in South Asia means sharing ideas and re-
sources is possible with Bangladesh and
India. forexample, with whom Burma shares
borders

India and Pakistan were two major
mmperters of Burmese rice in the 1950s,
when Burma was a parliamentary democ-
racy. The Burmese people have not forgot-
ten Jawaharlal Nehru's goodwill, for ex-
ample when he helped U Nu, the then prime
minister, 1o overcome Burma's political and
economic woes. When Rangoon was facing
apolitical and economic crisisin 1954, with
a huge rice surplus on its hands, India came
to her troubled neighbour’s rescue by pur-
chasing 900,000 tons on what U Nu called
his “suggested terms”.

Taoday, the South Asian countries are
trying to convert the South Asta Preferential

D

Trading Area (SAPTA) concept into a reality.
Even as it looks to hitch its wagon to ASEAN,
Burma must build a structure of economic
cooperation that dovetails with the SAPTA
effort as well.

The socio-economic challenges facing
South Astan countries are similar to those
that confront Burma. On the political front,
most of the South Asian countries are trylng
to make Westminster-style democracy work.
This is a problem that Burma has already
faced once, and is likely to face again when
it returns to parliamentary democracy.

All South Asians, like Burma, are trying
to reach for the ideal of “healthy economic
development”. The term, as enunciated by
Ms Suu Kyi, involves meeting successfully
the challenges of peace and security: of
human rights and related responsiblities; of
democracy and rule of law; of social justice
and reform’ and of cultural renaissance and
pluralism.

Both in the fight for freedom as well as
inthe challenges of healthy economic devel-
opment, while being clear on the need to
establish links with Southeast Asia, Burma
needs to seek strength and support from
South Asia.

S. Myint is @ Burmese radio journalist and
dissident in exile in New Delhi at present.
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- two years

The ideal candidare would hold a PBD in Political Science, Socivlogy. Economics or
any other relevant field (or have equivalent research experience) plus two years of
post-doctoral research. Field work experience in India and knowledge of Indian
fedcralism and regional development would be particularly advantageous, The
applicant should be trained in data collectiion and be computer literate, whilst the
knowledge of some standard software packages including SPSS would be a plus. The
working language of the project is English (fluency essential), theugh additional
knowledge of a language spoken in one of the six states {Punjab, Bibar, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Gujarat) is strongly desirnble.

Salary will be under the German Federal Scale for Public Service Employces (BAT)
ranging from DM63,024 1o DMB80,275 per annum.
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT - WWE'S FOREST FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN

WWE- World Wide Fund for Nature, the world's largest and most experienced independent conservation
organization is seeking to recruit a

FOREST COORDINATOR FOR ASIA

on a fixed term appointment with a duration from 1 September 1996 to 30 August 1998. The post will be
based in South-East Asia.

The main responsibilities of this position will be to coordinate WWF's Forest Conservation activities within
Asia, particularly WWF's Forest for Life Campaign. S/He will focus communication and information flow
within the WWE Network in Asia, and between Asia and other parts of the WWF Network. S/He will also
build WWF's capacity to address forest issues within Asia, focusing on China and Indochina with particular
reference to campaign targets.

Tasks will include:

* coordinating and improving networking among WWF offices in the Asian region (Bhutan, China,
Hong Kong, India, Indochina, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines and Thai-
land), and with the rest of WWF's in order to achieve regional goals and Campaign targets.

* providing supervision and follow-up on priority projects developed and supported by WWF's Forest
for Life Campaign.

* coordinating the Asian region Forest Advisory Group (FAG) meetings and representing the region
at WWF's FAG meetings o as to ensure that Asian priorities and sensitivities are adequately reflected
in the decisions made.

* establishing and maintaining close links with relevant research institutions and kcy intergovernnen-
tal bodies that are working on forest-related issues in the region.
* supporting national and regional initiatives to raise funds for forest conservation activities from

WWF, donor agencies and multilateral sources.

All these tasks are to be carried out in close coordination with the Forest for Life Campaign, WWE-
International and relevant parts of the WWF Network.

The rcquirements are:

* a first degree in biology, forestry or environmental science.

* a minimum of five years' experience, and preferably ten, in forestry and forest policy issues in Asia.
* perfect English with other Asian languages an advantage.

*

excellent communication and networking skills.

Please send your c.v. with covering letter to Effie Blanchard, Human Resources Department, WWEF
International, 1196 Gland, Switzerland. Fax: +41.22.364.78.50. The closing date for applications
is 30th June 1996.













device to portray the changing world of the
haveli, as the winds of change slowly enter
this inner sanctum, the boek’s constant
escape to the world outside makes it seemas
if the authar herself found the inside too
confining,

The sorrows and tragedies ol women's
lives are not overlooked, but the onus of
bearing themn are put on the women them-
selves. The women behind the veil are ad-
" mired not only for their *hve” and “unfet-
tered” minds, but also for the “attitude of
complete calm” with which they lace ca-
lamities. The author does go on to wander
whether this calm is one of mere fatahstic
acceptance or born of deep faith, but in the
letterentitled “Three Faces of Eve”, she feels
only unmitigated admiration for women
who display this “calm” in the face of utter
catamity. Protest at the helplessness and
poverty of lives—at the fact of destitution—
remains missing.

Despite the shortcomings, the beok is
worth reading It contams some delightful
vignettes of the life of 1950s upper middle-
class South Asian families, especially in en-
tnes like “A Show 1s Planned”, “The Haunted

House", “Rest Houses™ or “Meet Mustafa™
Shireen Nana'sstyle is lucid, with touches of
humour, and the reading is good.

The final entry "A Leper's Tale” takes
the reader vut of the main theme of the
book, as the leper travels from Burma, his
birthplace, through Madras, Mathura, Ban-
galore. Trichnapuly, Ajmer, Bombay and
finally to Karachi. As he relates his encoun-
ters with Gujarats and Mahratlus, Sikhs,
Hindus and Christians, the confined world
truly opens up and the book acquires a
larger identity. There is no justifying or
romanticising sulfering—as “The Three
Faces of Eve” tries to do—butan opening up
0 a world of adventure, struggle and per-
haps a final redemption.

As an avowed project to teveal the
world of the haveli to the world outside
(whether to Emily orthe delegates at Beijing),
the hook fails. But it succeeds inits descrip-
tive capacity. The narrative takes on a worn-
derful and ebullient life of its own when
the author forgets her task of “native
informant”. i

I Azim teaches English at Dhaka University,

Incomplete Revolution

Democratisation in Nepal has been a
tardy and protracted zig-zag process.
Since the fall of the Ranas in 1951, it has
travelled from one triangular balance of
mutually antagonistic and incompatible
forces Lo another, from one partial and
incomplete “revolution” in 1951 to another
in 1990. T. Louise Brown, through her
study The Challenge to Demecracy in Nepal: A
Political History, joins a large band of Sub-
continental and Western scholars who have
attempted to analyse and evaluate Nepal's
march towards democracy. Her point of
departure from other studies lies in the
emphasis placed onthe events of the people’s
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The Challenge to Democracy
in Nepal:
A Political History

by T Louise Brown
Routledge, London and New York, 1996
239 pages, £ 40
ISBN 0 41508576 4

by §.D. Muni

“revolution” (Jar Andolan) of 1990 and there-
after, to which more than half the book is
deveted.

Ms Brown's narrative covers familiar
ground in the first half of the book, which
deals with the peried [rom the end of the
Rana rule until 1990. The only significant
change during this period was the resur-
gence of the monarchy in place of a deca-
dent and discredited Rana system. In the
interim, the monarchy struggled tokeep the
demacratic challenge suppressed, by strong-
arm methods as well as by political and
ideclogical manoeuvres. Such manoeuvres
included not only alliances with and sup-

port mobilisation from the remnants of the
Rana's vested interests and stratified social
structures and feudal institutions, but also
from the Communist Party and its radical
and extremist associates who did not want
to see democratic forces, represented by the
Nepali Congress, gain political ground in
the Kingdom.

Net enough has been said about a
unigue feature of the Nepalisituation, which
is that the Communist movement spread
and strengthened itself under the patronage
of the monarchy. In order to blunt the
ideclogical challenge posed by democratic
forces, the monarchy had to wear the mantle
of modernisation which, in a very signifi-
cant manner, eroded its traditional social
support and legitimacy, precipitating what
Huntington describes as the “ditemmas of a
modernising Monarch”. The Nepali kings’
atiempts to create and sustain, by hook or
by crook, the Panchayat systern since 1962,
was geared to skipping this dilemma. This
strategy, no doubt, lengthened the life of the
assertive monarchy, but the king could not—
and did not—resolve this dilemma lorever.
The king’s failure in this regard led to the
developments of 1990

Ms Brown is able to neatly put this
struggle between traditional and modern
forces in the context of evolving
socio-economic relationships. She also un-
derlines the traditional and authoritarian
character of the Panchayat system. But all
this has been done by others and, at times,
with even sharper focus and persuasive
articulanion of the inherent contradictions
in the Nepali situation.

The conditions for the 1990 “revolu-
tion” were createéd by a curious combination
of Nepal's internal and mternaticnal devel-
opmen:s. Brown has carefully identified and
anatysed the role of internal factors like the
rise of the urban middle class, the collapse of
the Panchayat system’s credibility, and the
coming together of anti-monarchical forces,
particularly the Nepali Congress and the
united Communists. Among the external
{orces, Brown mentions the end of the Cold
War and the conflict precipitated between
India and Nepal over trade and transit, the
attermnpt to introduce work permits for Indi-
ans seeking employment in Nepal that ran
counter to the provisions of the 1950 treaty
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hetween the two countries, as well as the
import of Chinese arms by the Panchayat
regime

India's role was most decisive in the
success of the popular movement, as 1t
fnghiened the king and emboldened the
democrauc forces. Since 1960-62, 1n its
strategy,for political survival, the I‘O)’ll re-
gime had exploited | ndmsfmraofthe@hma
card. However, Indian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi's decision to maintam a tough pos-
ture broke the Indian policy free fromits 30-
year-old defeatist syndrome. This stance
greatly facilitated the collapse of the
Panchayat system and the victory of Nepal's
democratic front. King Birendra tned to
dismiss the popular forces as agents of In-
dia, but in vain. The King also attempted 1o
mehilise all possible support within the
Indian political system, from the
Shankracharyas, thearmy generals whe had
led Gurkha soldiers, to family and personal
ties with inlluential politicians and bureau-
crats. But that did not help. Even Rajiv
Gandbhi's electoral defeat and the coming to
power of the government led by Prime
Minister Vishwanath Pratap Singh, which
was sympathetic to the King's regime in
Nepal, could not reverse the momentum Mr
Gandhi’s policies had generated.

Superficial Differcnces

While Brown has discussed the moves and
responses of the King and the democratic
forces blow by blow, her treatment of the
external factor s brief and superficial. No
one can, however, disagree with her conclu-
sions that the Jan Andolan of 1990 was an
“uneasy compromise’; 1t was nota “national
movement” butan urban based middle-class
uprising, and that “Democratic Nepal dil-
fers only superticially from Panchayat
Nepal”

Indeed, the most critical question 1n
Nepal's democratie struggle has been the
truncated and incomplete nature of demo-
cratic revoelutions. In 1951, the Ranas lost
their credibility but they were not com-
pletely erased from the post-Rana power
structure. Similarly, in 199, the Panchayal
system collapsed and the kingship surren-
dered to the democratic challenge, but ves-
uges of both remain in the parliamentary
system. Even as a constitutional monarch,
the King wiclds enormous powers and con-
tinucs to strengthen his position as a key
political player.

Why has this been so and who is re-
spoensible for not allowing a complete and
lasting democratic victory? Brown should
have attempted to answer this question and

J"\

i

stated clearly that lopsided socio-economic
and institutional Jevelopment within Nepal
and the self-proclaimed forces of stability
and order from outside, particularly India,
combined to force unethical compromises
and provided a {resh lease of lifc and suste-
nance to the tradinonal forces in Nepal.

This being the case, the prospects for
democrausation in Nepal depend not only
on domesuc institution-huilding (such as
potitical parties) and changes in the strati-
tied secial hierarchy, but also on the pres-
ence ol a regional and international atmoe-
sphere that is conducive and committed to
democratic 1deals. One hopes that the next
stage of “democratic revelution” will start
unfolding before long.

Onthe whole, Ms Brown'sisa good and
informative study based on reliahle and
relevani sources. However, the emphasis on
chronological narrative, though useful as
detailed reference, s at the cost of analytical
insights and logical prejections that
could have helped enrich the study of
emerging theories of democracy in the de-
veloping world. I8

S.D. Muniis Professor of South Asian Studies at

Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi.
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In Pakistan, the Social
Clause is Finally an Issue

by Farjad Nabi

WHENEVER PAKISTANI NGO people have
a chance to mingle with fellow Suhcon-
tinentals, one question always comes up.
Why are Pakistam NGOs so passive and
muteabout the effects of [nternational Mon-
etary [Fund, World Bank and Werld Trade
Organisation policies?

As the question is inevitable, the an-
swer has alsc been immutable--a routine
palaver of how elitst Pakistani NGOs are,
and hew they den't take pains to reach out
to the grassroots. No matter how valid the
excuses, the fact is that this deafening si-
lenice on the part of the public, and espe-
cially the NGos, has helped make the Paki-
stani government the most willing,
unprotesting and umnhibited embracer of
free market economy and structural adjust-
ment programmes.

It has been successful in drowning out
the feeble squeaks of dissentin a cacophony
of slogans and rhetoric such as: “In one year
Pakistan has attracted more fereign invest-
ment than in the last 20 vears combined.”

What is not menticned is that most of
this investment 1s still on paper and even if
it comes it will use the country as a free-for-
all joyride exploiting its already overbur-
dened peopie. “When we talk of the muli-
nationals, among curselves we say they have
come to their Dubai,” says Amjad Ali Jawa,
president of adomestic pharmaceutical com-
panies organisation.

In faet, the government’s claim now
borders upen the impudent and impeolitic.
During her recent tour of Sweden, Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto proudly deelared:
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“Pakistan is the only country which allows
100 percent foreign ownership.”

Mother Knows Best
It is not just foreign investment and trade
issues in which the government has pre-
sumed it knows best. There is also the so-
called Socal Action Programme, an
ill-disguised structural adjustment policy
(it is interesting that both acrenyms spell
saP} carried outas demanded by the IMFand
World Bank, Under 1t, changes have been
made without any dehate inside or outside
the parliament. The rupee has been deval-
ued by over 12 percent within months,
inflation is nding high--above 20 percent
according to some readings--subsidies are
heing cut and unlities like electricity made
increasingly expensive

The latest is that rather than draw the
ire of the feudals sitting in Islamabad by
implementing the much-awaited Agricul-
tural Income Tax, a General Sales Tax 15
being levied on all items which have long
been exempt from them in view of their
‘essential’ nature. Apart from the inevitable
price hike, this will result in the local small
manufacturer taking a giant leap towards
his doom

Garage Sale

Already Pakistan’s small industrialists are
groaning under a discriminatory import
policy which specifies a lower duty on fin-
ished goods than on raw material. Two
immediate casualties will be the cycle and
fan industries, both of which produce nec-

Futuristic Islamabad,
home of the Pakistan's
NGOs

JAVAID KHAN

essary items for the poor (the rich having
other modes of conveyance, and air condi-
tioning). Another grim aspect of the SAP is
the privatisation pelicy of the government
which, in actuality, is a garage sale of the
country’s assets. Instead of privatising sick
units, healthy units earning more than sat-
isfactory profits are heing transferred
mto private hands under extremely cosy
conditions

Lven more distressing, the units and
services heing privatised are directly related
to the basic nights and needs of the people.
Fertiliser and telecommunication services
are already in private hands, and electricity
and water are next. Under World Bank
directives, a study 1s being carried out on
privatising the efficiently-run canal system
of Punjab. This would be a momentous
decision, if taken, in terms of the very future
ol the country and its people.

The Penny Drops

But things are changing on the activist [ront.
Instead of seli-flageBation at seminars at
plush five star hotels, NGOs have finally
begun to stir cut of their donor-induced
stupor. Farly May saw a gathering ol around
40 people from NGOs, trade urnions and
media people converge onanot-so-grandiose
motel in Islamabad to hold an open debate
for the first time on the issue of the Social
Clause in GATT.

For two days, this group discussed and
dissected the issue and came up with a
statement which concludes: “Pakistan is a
member of WTO but neither the parliament
nor public interest groups were consulted
before signing the agreement. Hence, the
process was not democratic.”

Other demands were made: a morato-
rium on all Pakistani laws which are being
changed or have been changed under GATT
or SAT requirements, and a comprehensive
analysis of sectors being allected by GATT
or SAP, involving sectoral and public
interest groups under the purview of the
parliament.

The government was urged to regulate
the business practices of transnational com-
panies since GATT does not regulate their
activities. Mere ambitiously, the statement
asked for renegotiation of all agendas of
GATT which go against the public interest.

Now that the non-governmental sector
is rising to the debate, one can hope that
there will be mere discussion among gov-
ernment, business and the public on critical
eCOnOMIC issues. /

F. Nahi is a journalist with Lahore-based
The News on Friday.
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Of Hung Parliaments and
Hanging Reforms

FIRST NEPAL, THEN India and now likely
Bangladesh—hung parliaments have hecome
a South Asian phenomenon. Stable party
governments are becoming rare as parties with
different ideclogles and values compromuse 10
maintain their seats n power. This, mare than
anything else, is affecting economic agendas
the most

In Nepal. the reforms that were initiated
robustly by the Nepali Congress government
under Girija Prasad Koirala slowed down
when the communists carne to power and now,
under the present coalition, have compietely
lost direction. Liberalisation has become
simply a buzzword for umpteenth seminars and
conferences.

STOCK EXCHANGE INDICATORS 4.

Equally robust were the reforms launched
by Narasimha Rao in India but they began to
lose steam in Mr Rao’s last year in office, presum-
ably because of the approachimg elections. With
the United Front coalition in power the pace
of reforms shall depend on how each partner
of the Front chooses o deline Liberalisation
Though the state of West Bengal has opened
up in the past few years even under lefrist rule,
it needs 1o be seen how the left parties in the
United Front shall okay swilt reforms at a na-
tional level One thing, however, has become
clear: ne party can shy away from liberalisation
although stances to the contrary might have
been adopted while seeking votes. Even the BJP,
with uts swadgshi rhetoric, had acknowledged

thas in its brief lenure in office

In the case of Bangladesh, the little headway
Khaleda Ziahad made in opening up the economy
in the post-Frshad era was stalled by two years
of political tarbulence and the drainage of re-
sources in this year's two elections. A hung
parliament would lead to economic agendas
being relegated to lesser priorities, hampernng
the process of reforms.

In a region that nurtured state control over
most areas of production and provided subsidies
on practically all basic necessiies, policies that
do away with state benevolence are never very
popular. As Mr Rao's term in office has shown, it
needs a strong government, to confidently goad
the econemy to move, no matter what the cost.
But when government is held hostage to the
number game of coalition pohtics. reforms that
come heavy on the electorate wiil certainly not be
top priority, Ne party can nisk alienating voters
with the possibility of snap nolls always lurking
around the corner

Sri Lanka, in spite of its internal problems,
has been able to maintain the pace of reforms,
leading 11 to he evonomically more developed

than the other countries inthe region. Thisleaves
l one wondenng whether this process is being
(-53.87) (-6.6) | (7.71) facilitated by a presidential form of goverment,
/ ! To wait foratime when reforms come about
: through businessmen becoming prime ministers
3683.99 6553 579.69 168507 174.98 may be a fqr cry, but the possibility of rede.fmmg
democratic systems should not be ruled out.
BOMBAY COLOMBO DHAKA KARACHI KATHMANDU Hung parliaments should definitely not keep
BSE SENSEX | COMPOSITE CSE DSE INDEX KSE 100 INDEX NEPSE economic reforms hanging,
As of 23 May ‘96 compared with 18 April 96 -Sujeev S hﬂk}’ a
Price of a Dollar Price of 10 grams of Gold (in USD})
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GNP Net foreign resource inflow, 1994* Export of goods, 1994* Import of goods, 1994*
per capita Total Percentage | Merchandise exports  Avg. annual Merchandise imports  Avg.annual
ush USD (miilions} OfGDP USD {(millions) growth (81-93) USD {millions) growth (81-93)
BANGLADESH 220 7,536 5.85 2,661 7.5 4,701 1.9
INDIA 300 7.085 241 25,000 . 8.8 26,846 4.0
NEPAL 190 329 8.12 363 5.1 1,176 4.4
PAKISTAN 440 3,341 6.42 7,370 10.1 8,890 33
SRI LANKA 540 661 5.65 3210 8.2 4,780 4.7
* From Global Economic Prospects and the Developing Countries 1996. rthe World Bank.
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Friend or Foe on the
Television SCReen?

by Bindia Loomba Thapar

THERE ISSOMETHING that holds today's
children apart from the previous genera-
tion. At the click of a switch, they have
access to a mind-boggling array of
programmes on the television screen Chil-
dren in Western countries have had this
kind of option [or many years, but it was
only the arrival of satellite television a few
years back that gave us in South Asia the
same kind of choice.

We are reacting to the sudden avail-
ability ol satellite channels rather like kids
who have been let loose 1in an ice-cream
parlour with dozens of flavours to choose
from. Until satellite television came aleng,
in each of our countries, all we had was
government-run tv, which functioned
under the unimagmative control of gov-
ernment ministers and other politicians.
Which was why there was so much excite-
ment when 1t became possible to receive
international programmes through dish
antennas.

After the initial thrill was over, how-
ever, people began thinking about how
satellite television was affecting our societ-
1es, the way we lived, what we ate, what
games we played, and how we thought.
Satellite television 15 a great thing Lo have,
but it has to be used properly. Most impor-
tantly, many parents who themselves are
not used to all that 1s now available at the
press of a button, are allowing their oft-
spring to watch anything and everything.

The reading habit, which is so impor-
ant to develop the mind, is forgotten
when there is mindless televiston watch-
ing. Children who are not guided by mind-
ful elders, are likely to become addicted to
television and wrongly influenced by what

they see on the screen. Let us he clear
about one thing: the channels that are
presently being beamed to our cities and
villages are mostly the product of Western
television producers, hased in New York,
London or Hongkong.

Onthe one hand, it feels wonderful to
have unrestrained access to a large variety
of international programmes. But, on the
other hand, by viewing Western
programmes and only them, we are con-
stantly being subjected to "values” which
are quite alien to our sccieties and are
escaplst in nature,

Television, s only a 1ool. Like every
tool, the use and misuse of it lies in our
hands. Since satellite tv 1s new to all of us
i South Asia, adults and young adults, it
1s important to understand this medium
and all that it can do for us.

Television Shows

What exactly is the purpose of television
programmes? What we see on the screen
can be divided nto five categories—-En-
tertainment which includes serials and
dramas, music, talk shows, game and vari-
ety shows;, Information and education,
through decumentaries, discussions
and programmes meant specifically to ex-
pand knowledge; News and current alfairs
to bring one up-to-date with events and
trends; Education, ranging from shows
for pre-school kids to programmes
produced by open universities; and
Advertising.

Entertainment. The biggest problern with
the television we are watching today is that
it is almost entirely made up of entertain-

ment programmes. Take a lock at the v
guide in today’s newspaper and you will
sce that of the 10 channels available on the
satellite tv network, seven are providing
only entertainment. The international sat-
ellite networks beam mainly old American
serials, while the Indian channels concen-
trate on 2 mishmash of games, tatk shows,
hours vpon hours of songs and dances
[rom Hindi and Tamil films. Not all the
entettainment we receive istrash, of course.
If yvou look around, you will find tucked
away some wonderful programmes. Take
The X Files or example.

There is also a debate on how much

we need to worry ahout the alien cultural,
social and moral ethics being introduced
into our South Asian societies via satellite
television. While many fear that cur soci-
eties will be negatively affected, there are
some who believe that the fears are exag-
gerated. Qur societies and cultures are
much too strong and complex to be de-
stroyed by watching television, they say

In a survey carried out among Indian
youngsters by the children's magazine Tar-
get, 35.5 percent of the children polled
said that satellite television was not de-
stroying Indian culture, while 45.9 per-
cent felt it was. Those who said “No"
argued that 1) satellite television itself was
also spreading Indian culture overseas,
and 2) that India’s present culture was
already an accumulated fusion of a num-
ber ol influences, and that television was
merely assisting in the process of creating
a brand new culture.

incidentally, the same magazine also
pused the question whether Indians ape
the West unthinkingly. An overwhelming
86 percent said “Yes”: from dress codes to
hair styles, heavy metal to ltalian food,
Indians are constantly copying the West,
good, bad or ugly. Cne adolescent called it
“mass psychological dementia”, and la-
mented the fact that many Indians associ-
ated Western culture with progress.

Information and Education. For those
who are seeking to expand their knowl-
edge on a wide variety of subjects, from
space exploration to wildlife, from med:-
cine to transportation, satellite television
today provides channels dedicated to en-
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hghteming vou You get towatch investiga-
tve reports, descrniptive documentanes,
and you get to travel to the highest moun-
tains and to the depths of the sea.

It is all there. But how much of it do
we watch? The fact is, few of us are able to
overcome the lure of the entertainment
channels 10 switch to educational televi-
sion. 50 much so that we are surprised
sometimes as we are surfing channels to
come across a great documentary on the
eradication of malaria, or how the pyra-
mids were built by the ancient Egyptians.
Like reading, one has to form the habit of
watching educational programmes. After
awhile, you will realise that they are much
more interesting than watching music vid-
eos for the umpteenth time.

The newly introduced Discovery
Channel airs some wonderfui programmes
which inform, educate and entertain.

News

Unlike decumentaries and educational
programmes, watching which is some-
what like reading a book, news is the
audio-visual equivalent of the newspaper
column. Besides entertainment, it1sin this
sphere that satellite has brought a great
change in our lives.

The news that we watch over our
national stations continue largely to be
dictated hy governments, and hence we
are sometimes asked to take in large doses
of propaganda. Tt is, therefore, quite re-
freshing to receive newsand current affairs
programmes from the BBC or CNN stu-
dios. However, this means that we are
watching programmes whose content is
decided for us by a news editors based in
London or Atlanta. As Indians,
Bangladeshis, Pakistanis, Sri Lankans or
Nepalis, we are being asked to accept news
that is prepared primarily for a Western
audience. Sometimes, we will find our-
selves forming opiniens about our own
country orregion based on what the West-
ern commentator has to tell us.

Advertising

Television advertising {commercials, as
they are known} is there mainly to pay for
the programmes that you are watching,
Advertisers “buy time” between or within
programmes so that they can play their
commercials. Whereas advertising must
always be treated with some scepticism,
the South Asian audience tends to regard
commercials as part of the programme,
giving them quite a lot of credence. Be-
sides, commercials are made to grab atten-

non and advertisers spend a lot of
money in therr production. Sometimes,
the cost of an entire small lilm can be
poured intoa commercial thatis only afew
seconds long.

Advertising on television 15 consid-
ered much more effective than newspaper
or radio advertising, because moving 1im-
ages and sound make everything more
real. Because television 15 a much more
expensive mediumto run than the press or
radio. the vwners of satellite channels are
always on the lookout for companies wath
large hudgets 1o spend on selling their
preducts. This 1s why a large chunk of air
time goes inte advertising consumer
products.

Children are especially vulnerable 1o
advertising because they tend to believe
what they are told by, say, a lady extolling
the virtues of a skin conditioner. Televi-
ston has been nghtly accused of creating
wanits in children where eartier there
were nore.

Watching TV

It has become a tradiion in many house-
holds for everyone Lo settle down 1n front
ol the television set every evening. It is also

Jimmy Jet and His TV Set

by Shel Silverstein

1'll tel you the story of immy Jet.—
And you know what | tell you is true.
He loved to watch his TV set
Almost as much as you.

He watched all day, he watched alf night
Till he grew pale and lean, \
From “The Early Show” to “The Late Late Show"

And all the shows between. )

And he grew a plug thot looked fike a tail
So we plugged in little fim.

And now instead af him watching TV

We all sit around and watch him.

(From ¥here the Sidewalk Ends,
courtesy HarperCollins Publishers}

He watched tiff his eyes were frozen wide,
And his bottom grew into his chair.

And his chin turned into a tuning dial,
And antennde grew out daf his hair.

And his brains turned into TV tubes,

And his face to a TV screen.

And two knobs saying “YERT.” and “HORIZ."
Grew where his ears had been.

commen to watch tv while eating dinner.
Some expertsare wortied that family mem-
hers are talking to each other less and less
because everyone is too busy watching the
television sel. Since conversation is one of
the most important traits of being human,
it is worrisome that 1t is going out of
fashion.

One way of spending quality family
nme logether and watching tv at the same
time is to choose a programme that 1s
agreeable to all in the family. Also, if par-
ents and kids discuss what they are watch-
ing, then rather than the tv being blamed
for creatinga gap, maybe it would serve as
a tool for bridging the generation gap!

1f used well, with full understanding
of what the medium is all ahout, television
can serve to improve the quality of our
lives. It can entertain us, educate us, and
inform us. On the other hand, il misused,
1elevision can act like adrug on our minds,
numb it, and offer us constant escape to a
world that is not cur own 5

B. L. Thapar is a writer and illustrator who
lives in Delhi and has a special interest in
children's literature.
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Abominably Yours

fterafortnightin the United States of
Political Carrectness, it is refreshing
to be back in the Subcontinent where |
can pick my nose in public without at-
tracting angry stares from fellow-com-
muters unlike on the Number Seven from
Flushing. This subway route isalso known
as the “Orient Express” because of the
numbers of Indo-Pakistanis that 't carries
back and forth from Little South Asia to
Manhattan. You can see that these
huddled masses are itching to be free.
Their indiosyncracies have been stified as
they're forced to assimilate in the paliti-
cally polite tyranny of their adopted coun-
try. And they call this the Land of the
Free? Ha, and double hat
Did | see large signs inside the sub-
way warning South Asians not to play
pocket billiards or dig for nasal nuggets?
Even if 1 didn't, the effect was the same.
New York South Asians looked nervous,
fidgety, as if they didn't know what to do
with their fingers. As the train rattled
througn the labyrinth of tunnels, you
could tell the strap-hangers on the Orient
Express were not the people we know
from back home. They had been neu-
tered. Where was the familiar boisterous-
ness, the lascivious leers at passing lasses,
the loud conversations with chins held
high to prevent the red dye of ajuicy paan
from dribbling out, and why wasn't a
single person smoking? No, there was
justhollow ssilence andidle hands. No one
looked atanyone else. in fact, even though
Iwas standing in my skinny lycra with my
midriff exposed to the elements, not a
single seated South Asian male even so
much as made eye-contact with my
bellybutton. | have never felt so invisible
in my life.
e Do you know that
“4- they do not even flirt in
America anymore?
Umarried hunks
jog around the
Central Park
Reservoir, their
tight pectorals
W glistening with
sweat, with nary
aglance at lycra-
clad female jog-
gers wno in

4 y
fexf s
31, i £

South Asia

bR,  Wwould have
Gy brought en-
MZL R AT tire parlia-
A 0 ments to

% standstill in
the middle of
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an acrimonious zero
hour?
Anditisshame-
ful how slim North
American Indians look

nourishment of a people de-
prived of staples like pakoras
deep-fried in ghee and gqulab-
jamuns In concentrated sugar
syrup? In my two weeks, t did
spot a solitary pot belly wad-
dling past the Hindi cinema at a
mall in Virginia, but he was ob-
viously on a B-1 visa.

Whatever they do within the
privacy of their homes, South
Asians onthe Number Seven show
scant exuberance, exude none of
the aroma, don't stare at pass-
ersby, don't hum Hindi songs
aloud, and wouldn’t dream of un-
zipping below the stairwell to shake
hands with the unemployed.

This is funny, because the moment
you get out of customs at JFK you aiready
have the feeling you are back at Dum
Dum, such is the density of Bongs at the
Yellow Cab stand. Cabbie is from Sylhet
and speaks Bengali with a Brooklyn ac-
cent. But even here, correctness hasreared
its ugly head. Having been deprived of a
smoke throughout my trans-Atlantic
flight, Hit up thinking: he won‘t mind, he
is from our neck of the woods where
nursing mums smoke bidis. " Khohordar,
sigret khabenna naile Triborough
pooltheke pheledebo!” the cabbie
barked. Out of the window went my
cigarette, and the Rude Bengali (a species
that is obviously extinct everywhere else
but in the New York jungle) did not utter
aword or make eye-contact on the rear-
view all the way to Curry in a Hurry on
28th and First.

The situation at the workplace is
even worse. Anti-smoking fascists have
now turned vast tracts of the continental
United States into no-man’s land. Now,
they are debating whether smoking
should be banned in Centrai Park and in
the Rocky Mountain witds of Marlboro
Country. if the Americans get to Mars
first, they'll ban smoking there too. The
Solar System’s next. “Sorry, Sir. | cannot
give you a window seat in the smoking
section. Starship Enterprise is a no-smok-
ing flight.” Smokers must hurry and re-
serve at least one of the planets for them-
selves before it's too late, make it Saturn,

/’
compared to the fat cat
brethren back home. Could
it be a sign of mass under-

50 you can blow rings, ha-hat!

(Seriously, though, it is out of fear of
non-smoking planets that | have decided
to endorse the Ariane space programme
of the Europeans, who are not nearly as
finicky about ingesting tar, nicotine and
carbon monoxide as are the Americans.
See how their space programme suffers
now.}

But Saturn is just a fait-back option.
As smokeless regions spread across the
Earth, at least one is safe in the knowl-
edge that back home in politically incor-
rect South Asia you can still smoke just
about anywnere you *@%+# well want.
You can smoke inside hospitals—one
cousin even lit a fag in the Intensive Care
Unit while waiting to get his
electroencephalogram, and the doctor
asked if he could have a drag. In
Toliygunge, the attendant at the petrol
station blows smoke out of his nostrils
and glances down your shirt as he asks
you how many litres. You can smoke in
libraries, you can lightup inside a crowded
train, you can even smoke in the non-
smoking section of airplanes!

Take it from me, po-
litical correctness, Stalinist
non-smokers and fear of
sexual harassment charges
have spooked America out
of its mind. South Asians
must teach the rest of the
world to light up, and
lighten up.

June 1996 HIMAL South Asia









	HSA June 1996 V9N4.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40001.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40002.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40003.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40004.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40005.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40006.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40007.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40008.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40009.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40010.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40011.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40012.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40013.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40014.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40015.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40016.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40017.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40018.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40019.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40020.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40021.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40022.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40023.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40024.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40025.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40026.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40027.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40028.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40029.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40030.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40031.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40032.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40033.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40034.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40035.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40036.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40037.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40038.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40039.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40040.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40041.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40042.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40043.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40044.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40045.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40046.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40047.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40048.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40049.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40050.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40051.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40052.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40053.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40054.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40055.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40056.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40057.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40058.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40059.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40060.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40061.PIC
	HSA June 1996 V9N40062.JPG
	HSA June 1996 V9N40063.JPG

