
A NOTE 

ON THE PAPER 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF KAGYUDPA 

ven. Chimed Rinzing Lama 

The paper briefly deals with the five different Buddhist and 
non-Buddhist sects of Tibet; viz; Gelugpa, Nyingmapa, Kagyud­
pa, Sakyapa and Bonpo. I am here mainly concerned with 
Kagyudpa. Here have also been discussed in brief the Lineages 
of Gurus, Sadhanas, Sangpa Kagyud and Tagpo Kagyud. 

The prayer for the prompt reincarnation of H. H. Rang Jung 
Rigpai Dorjee (the 16th Gyalwa Karmapa) has also been added. 



Prayer For The Rapid Reincarnation of H. H. Rang Jung 
Fiigpai Dorje. The 16th Karmapa. 

,£; __ --'" .....,.., e-.. 

~ ;f·qiS~·~~·.~~·~·;)·a;~·~·~1 I 

Hung -Ma-bChos- sPras- Bral-bLa~Ma-Chhos- Kyi-Ku 
HUNG/MA Ci-lO f TROTRAL /. LA MA, CHOKYIKU 

unartificial, 

without art i
' 

fice 

free from a II 

dual and reta-' 
tive positions. 

Guru,' Dharmakaya 
Mastel 

Hung. The Guru without artifice, free from all relative pcsitions, 
is the Dharmakaya. 

"" ......... .....; -.,...' -'" C\-... 
q~.a;~ ~:~ra~'~'~'~~'~'el I 

bDe~Chtlen -Longs-sPyod-bLa -Ma-Chhos- Kyi-r Je 

DE CHE.;J' LON3CHO, LA MA, CHOKYIJE 

enjoying great' Sambhogakaya ,Guru/ Lord of Dharma 
happiness 

The Guru of great happiness, ths Lord of Dharma is the Sam­
bhogakaya. 

q~'~C:: ~~·"'lac::~r§p~r§~·q~· ~I I 
Pad -s Dong-Las-' Khrungs-bLa -Ma-sPrul-Pa'i-sKu 

PAE DONG, LAE/ TRUNG I LA MA / TRUL PAl KU 

lotus stem I fram I born I 
(symbol of unchanging purity) 

GuruJ Nirmanakaya 



The Guru born from the lotus stem is the Nirmanakaya . 
.....", " ...,..,-. 

~'I:f]~~r~' e·~a;=·!lJ·9~~·.::r~~q~1 , 

sKu-gSum-rDo-rJe-'Chhang-La-gSol-Ba-'Oebes 

KU SUM I OOR JE CHANGI LAI SOLWA DEB 

Three Kayasl Vajradhara, I tol praise 

The supreme, original 

and eternal Buddha. 

I praise the Vajradhara who has the three Kayas. 

Hung. The Guru without artifice free from all relative posi­
tions, is the Dharmakaya. The Guru of great happiness the 
Lord of Dharmas, is the Sambhogakaya. The Guru born from 
the lotus stem is the Nirmanakaya. I praise the Vajradhara 
who has the Three Kaya!;, 

<I\~ - '" 6q'q~"l'S'q(Ob'~qr::'~"l'~' e·~t£r::·t , 
Khyab-bDag -sKu-bZhi'i -d Bang- Phyug- rDo-rJe-'Chhang. 

KHYABDAG! KU ZHI/ WONG CHUK/ OOR JE CHANG 

Pervading Lord / four Kayas I 
(title for Dharmakaya) Bodies 

powerful,l 
mighty 

Vajradhara 

Dorje Chang, pervading Lord with the power of the four Kayas; 

~G~·qg·@"l~·i~ ''f]5~ 'i~'5'ar'l1 
mKhyen-brTse-Thugs-rJe'i-gTer-Chhen-Te-Lo-Pa 

KHYEN/ TSE / THUG JEll TER CHEN! TE LOPA 

understanding,! com pas-I compassion/ 
true knowledge sion 

great I 
Treasure 

Telopa 



Telopa, the great treasure of compassion, having true know­

ledge aAd compassion; 
~ ~ ........ ~ 

5~·q~·t.1'.J~·:!l·'ll5C:·~c.t·~·:; 'ql 1 
Dran-Pas-Yid- Kyi-gDung-Sel-Na-Ro-Pa 
DR EN PAE- I YID KYI DUNGI SEL I NA RO PA 

remembrance! mental trou-/ clearing, I Naropa 
bles, afflictIons removing 

The reverened Guru Naropa, remembrance of whom removes our 
JIIt:ntai troubles; 

....... - c-.-"'....., ........ 
~~~·~~·~qo.t·i!~·a;~r:!J·§l·r:J~·e 1 1 

mNyam-iVIed-dPal-IDan-Chhos-Kyi-bLo-aGros-rJe 
NYAM-IVIE /r'AL - Dt:N/CHHOS-KYI-LO-GROS-JE 

unequalled, / glorious / Marpa Lotsawa 
Unequalled, glorious, most kind Chhos-KYi-Lo-Gros (Marpa) 

S~·~~ 'q~'~~'qC1~'q~'( i~·~qc.tl 1 
Byin-G yis-rlobs-Shig -bShad - Pa'j -rDo-Je'i-d Pal 
JIN GYI LOB I SHIK / SHAD PAl RDO RJE PAL 

bless / you / Milarepa 
must 

And must grant us your blessings-Oh Milarepa. 
~ -... __ '"VI ¢\, -' 

"~'~C:'~9:; .~~ ·C:.Hi~·~~·~o\!·~ 'ql 
Nyid-Dang-dByer-Med-mDzod-Chig-sGam-Po-Pa 
NYID DANG / YER ME / DZO CHIK I GAM PO PA 

we and I without difference I make please I Gampopa 
you or separation 
Please make us witho'"'t difference from yourself-·Oh Reverened 
Gampopa. 



"'Y' c:o-. .....,...,. , 

q~Qr~l9~' ~C:' ~~. 'l1~r:lrq·t:\' .o~·rll9~·~! 

bDag-Sogs-sNying-Nas-gSol-Ba-'Debs-Lags-Na 
DAG SOG I I'.IY!NGNAE I SOLWA DEB I LAG/NA 
we I from the heart I pray I del if 
(all being who i.e. sincerely 
suffer in Samsara) 
If we pray to you from the heart, 

$il"·~Q]·~~·tNC:·~~r..)·~~ ·~~.n:~ac:·49 1 
sKad -Chig-Tsam-Yang-'Bral-Med -r Jes-Zung-Sag. 

KE CH!G / TSAM YANG I TRAL ME / JE ZUNG ,SOG 
instant , even for an I without / hold as disciples may 
moment separating (take responsibility 

for our welfare) 
You must hold us as disciples without separating from us eVEn 
for an instant. 

Dorje Chang, pervading Lord with the power of the four Kayas; 
T elopa, the great treasures of compassion, haviA9 true knowledge 
and compassion; The reverened Guru Naropa- remembrance of 
whomremoves our mental troubles-unequalled, glorious, most 
kind Chhos Kyi Lotsa (Marpa) ; and must grant us your blessings­
Milarepa ; please make us without difference from yourself - Oh 
Reverened Guru Gampopa. If we pray to you from the heart, 
you must hold us as disciples without separating fro'Tl us even 
for an instant. 

..... "~ - ..... 
q~'~"'I::l~ ~·I:l, .... ·~~~·retN~·~"·51 

'" bslu .Med-bDen-Pa'i-'Bras-Bu-Yol-Med-Du 
LU ME , DEN PAl , DRAE BU J VOL ME DU 

undeceiving, I truth J result / not late, 
never cheating (benefit for us) on iime 

May the result of your unfailing truth be timely. 



...... --- ~ ---
~:t] ~·tp::~flrC'19·~ ~ ·~t:·o:.l~~·~~·~'::~!l 

Legs- Par-sTsol-Zhig-Od -sNang -mTha-Yas-dPal 
LEG PARI TSOL ZHIG I 00 NANG THA YE PAL 

well I we request you! Amitabha 
we hOl=e you will do what we ask inbringing benefit for U$, 

Amitabha. 

...... .....,.,., C', eo. ""."., 

::,·':r~=:~·.q:rr~~·::'~·9=::fl~·r~q=:·;ji£9 1 , 
RE::-Ba-sKongs-Shig-sPyan-Ras-gZigs-dBang-mChhog 
RE WA I KONG SHIG I CHHAN RAE ZIG WANG CHHOG 

hopes I fulfill I Avalokitesvara 

Grant us our hopes, you who are the Avalokitesvara. , 
_ _ c:-

~~!ll··.q7~:r~~~·5·~~·c;~·z::r~ ''''~C::ll 

gSol-bTab-'Bras-Bu-sTsol-Zhig-Padma-'Bvung 
SOL TAB/ DRAE BUI CHOL ZHIG / PAD MA JUNG 

prayer! result / please / Padmasambhava 
Please' grant us the results to our prayers, Padmasambhaya. 

May the result of your unfailing truth be timely in bringing 
benefit for us, Amitabha. grant us our hopes, you who are the 
Avalokitesvara. Please grant us results to our prayers, Padma­
sambhava . 

.-.r ....,. . ~ '" e-,. 

~'q\)~'~=:' ~;'i£~'~ 9C::~':!rt:t:'1 1 
Ma-bChos-Rang-aByung-Chhos-Kyi-dbYing Kyi-Ngang 
MACHOI RANG JUNG/ CHO KYI YING/ KYI/ NGANG 
unartificial, / naturally! Dharmadhatu/ off nature 
uncontrived occuring 

From the nature of the uncontrived, naturally occuring Dhar-
madhatu. . . 



R' 9 -Pa'i-Rang-rTsai -las-Shar-rDo-r Jei -sKu 

RIG PAl I RANG TSAlI lE SHARI DaR JEI KU 

twaren'9sress' ! wcve! arise: I Vajra',aya 

The wave of awarenelS arose as your Va)akaya. 

sKye-aGags-gNas-bBral-kLong-Du-Rang-Thim-pa 

KYE/ GAG! NAE/ TRAl lONGDL'! RANG THIM PA 

birth! death! staying I without! inside I 
start-ending (I.e Sunyata) 

naturally melts 

Now it has merged back within the state free from begining, 

ending and abiding. 

~=t]=t]~rit~lt~·q~·J\C:·~~·~"" '~S~'~E~1 , ...,. . . . 

aGags-Med-sPrul-Pa'f-Rang·Shal.Myur-aByon-mZod 

GAG MEl TRUl PAil RANG ZSHALJ NYUR/ JON DZO 

ceaseless! incarnation/' form J ,quicklyl please show 

N irmanakaya or cerne 

May the form of your c9asel( ssincarnation quickly a(Jpear. 



- -- - "" -q~"1'~~~'~~' i~·~q~·a;~·Si·tP'·--9"1 t t 
bDag-Sogs- 'Gro-Don -sTobs- Chen-Byed-Par-Shog 

DAG SOG DRO! DON! TOB CHEN! JED PAR/ SHO 

beings, those! 

moving in 

samsara 

benEfit! very! do, act/ You must 

strongly 

You must strongly act for the benefit of those moving in samsara. 

SC:'~cr~~~r"q~'~i'z:rSi'tP;'{"l1 , 
Byang -Chhuub-Sems-d Pa'j -sPyod-Pa-Byed -Par-Shog 

JANG CHUB SEM PAIl CHOD 'PA! JED PAR! SHO 

Bodhisattva's/ conduct, deeds! 'do! You mUst 

You must perform the deeds of a Bodhisattva. 

~@\~·~·iiT)·::r5!q~ri~·~q·q=;~"I , I 
gZhan-Don-dGe-Ba-rLabs-Chhen-Grub-Par-Shog 

ZHAN DON I GE WAf LAB! CHEN! DRUB BAR/SHO 

other's benefit I virtuel wavel greatl accomplish! You must 

You must accomplish a great wave of virtue for the benefit of 

others. 

"'Fl::q·~·~~·ti"1·q~·~~·~q·{~ 1 , 
.!J 

'Khor-Ba-Dong-Nas-sPrug-Pa'i-mThu-Thob-Shog 

KHOR WA/DONG / NAE I TRUG PAl I THU / THOB/ SHO 

samsaral turn upside I then/ empty com-! effectivel get! You 
down pletely power must 

(like inverting a cup and pouring out all its contents) 

You must gain the effective power to upturn and empty samsara, 

v 



Then, from that time on you must 'strongly act for th.e bene­

fit of those moving in samsara. You must perform the deeds ,of 

a Bodhisattva. You must accomplish a great wave of. virtue 

.. ·for the benefit of others. You must gain the effective power to 

upturn and empty samsara. 

~~~·S·~ ~ '~'~'''~''J~.~~ • .qQ~ '~.q~ ·.qif·:n:rt::l~.q~· 

::t~~·il~·~9·~t'~·:U~·if I ! 

This prayer Is composed by chhi-Med Rig·'Dzin on the 

tenth day of t he tibetan nine month of the iron- Bird (2107 

Tibetan Era) Year. 

~" ."" 1 '; 
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AN OUTLINE 

ON THE PAPER 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF H. H. 

GYALWA KARMAPA 

Shrl Tashl Tserlng 

1. Past, present and future lineages of Karmapa. 

2. Meaning of the word 'Karmapa' and significance of the 

Vajra-Crown. 

3. The 16 succesive Karmapas, their names and dates. 

4. Short biography of the late 16th Karmapa! 

6. Footnotes. 




