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ing on to the sari pota of the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party {SLFP). The new left, represented
by the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), or
People's Liberation Front, was responsible for
two abortive youth insurrections that cost the
lives of tens of thousands of Sinhalese youth
in 1971 and 1988-89 (Himal, Sep/Oct 1997),
and is now more or less inconsequential. The
market economics ushered in hy J.R.
Jayewardene in 1977 has heen accepted by the
ruling SLFP despite its leftist leanings and that
is the way the country is likely o go in the
foreseeable future.

But there remains the question of the
civil war, now 15 vears old in a country of
only 50.

NEPAL

POLITICAL PUS

NOTHING BETTER EXPRESSES the state of
Nepali politics than the question on
everyone's minds these days: What next? A
dysfunctional right-centre coalition govern-
ment has just survived a no-confidence mo-
tion hrought against it by an equally dysfunc-
tional left-right opposition. Since Nepal's cur-
rent "hung Parliament" has unsuccesslully
tried every permutation possible with its col-
lage of parties and fratricidal factions within
parties, a sense of ennui shrouds the land. If
there is one thing that Nepalis seem to be
united on Loday, it is in the feeling that some-
how, something, somewhere, will give.

This round ol political drama started when
Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa, head-
ing a clumsy coalition of lelt-wing rightists,
right-wing centrists and regional opportun-
ists, got wind of several [ar-right MPs of his
own party secretly bolting over to his archrival
within the party, Lokendra Bahadur Chand,
to team up with right-wing communists to
bring him down. In a lighming move, which
teok even his own coalition partners hy sur-
prise, he recommended dissolution of Parlia-
ment "since there is no possibility of it pro-
viding a stable government" and the holding
of fresh elections.

Within hours of Thapa exercising his con-
stitutional prerogative, the collage of far-right
rightists, right-wing communists and,
strangely, far-lelt communtsts were knocking
at the gates of King Birendra's palace asking
him to exercise another constitutional pre-
rogative that gave them the right to call for
a special session of Parliament whose
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dissolution the prime minister had just
recotnmended. The plot then started
thickening.

Faced with contradictory coustitutional
claims, King Birendra decided to seek the le-
gal advice of the Supreme Court, an action
which has precipitated a political churning,
the fallout of which will be evident in the days
ahead. This meove by the monarch was a break
from the past when he had simply followed
the advice of two previous prime ministers Lo
dissolve the house and hold fresh clection -
although in the second instance when the
prime minister was heading a minerity gov-
ernment, the Supreme Court had overturned
the monarch's action and reinstated the par-
liament. This timme, King Birendra was seen as
plaving [avourites against left-wing rigbtists
and right-wing centrists, giving credence to
the belief of some that the right and left ex-
tremists have often served as Trojan horses
lor the Palace. -

It has been remarked that when politics
wobbles, politicians elscwhere prepare for
clections while in Nepal they hegin to pre-
pare legal briefs. All of January, the country
was at a standstill as lawyers aligned with dil-
ferent political factions debated in court which
of the constitutienal provisions had primacy
- the prerogative ol the prime minister to rec-
ommend dissolution or the right ol a quarter
of the MPs to call a special session of the
House whenever they feel the urge. Sacrific-
ing professional integrity to the winter winds,
lawyers who had previously argued for the
right of the prime minister now argued against
it, and vice versa.

qu—rigbt MPs wanted to team up
with right-wing communists to brmg

down a clumsy coalition of lqﬁ‘-wm

rightists, right-wing centrists an

regional opportunists.

In a divided verdict in which senior judges
over-ruled their own previous judgement, the
Supreme Court recommended that the King
ignore the advice of his prime minister and
call a special session of the House to debate
the no-confidence motion. The latest twist to
the story is that Prime Minister Thapa, whose
political guile has served him well since the



Commeniary

10

Panchayat years, survived the no-confidence
motion and now continues to clock in at his
office at Singha Darbar, the secretariat.

The (not-so-) United Marxist !eninists,
which forms the main leftist opposition, de-
spite heing united in the vote against the gov-
ernment, has split vertically since its party
congress in January. The primary causes for
this were a severe personality clash at the top,
the Mahakali border river treaty with India,
seats in the politburo, and arcane Marxist jar-
gons used to cloak all these issues. So deep
were these animosities that practically no
communist MP thought it worthwhile to at-
tend Parliament (and sit with comrades) dur-
ing the debate on the no-confidence motion
in the special session they themselves had
called for.

Having survived the no-confidence mo-
tion, Prime Minister Thapa quickly retracted
his earlier recommendation to dissolve the
parliament "since there is no possihility of it
providing a stable government". He now said,
"The situation has changed."

In these disturbed times, when coalitions
are made and governments formed, only with
the thought of earning corrupt income and
ruling the roost during election time, all the
primary actors seem to have emerged as los-
ers. Thapa has kept his prime ministerial
position, hut finds himself confronted
with a splitin his already small party.
His backer, Girija Prasad Koirala of
the Nepali Congress, finds his
hopes of heading a coalition gov-
ernment receding as fissures
within his own party deepen.

The communists gambled
and lost. Not only their hopes ol
getting their hands on the levers }
of the govermment hut also their
credibility as a responsible
democratic force within the
parliamentary system has
crumbled. Indeed, it is widely
believed that disappointed
cadres of the UML have
hegun to drift towards
the "people’s war" of
the Maoists as the
only other alternative
that is ideologically
satisfying to them.

By failing to address constitutional
contradictions, the Supreme Court, the legal
profession, as well as the Kathmandu-based
cognoscenti and journalists have failed to in-
spire hope or provide societal leadership. King
Birencdra, who has till now played a more or
less correct role as constitutional head, has,
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by ignoring the advice of an elected parlia-
mentary prime minister, allowed himself to
get drawn into the vortex of polirics. He would
have done well to keep out of it.

Because the middle ground in Nepali poli-
tics is today incapacitated by self-inflicted
wounds, the extreme left and the extreme
right can be trusted to clamour louder and

more aggressively in the days ahead.
-Dipak Gyawali

PAKISTAN

WHO TRUSTS
TARAR?

EVEN JOSEPH HELLER, creator of the ab-
surd illogic of Catch-22, would have been im-
pressed by the convoluted reasoning. A re-
tired Supreme Court justice, offering his opin-
ion on the suitahility of judges belonging to
the Qadiani faith - an offshoot of Islam that
helieves in the teachings of Ahmed of Qadian
and which has heen disparaged as blasphemy
by the hardline Sunni orthodoxy - argued
that they could not be good judges
because they could not be trusted
to enforce the Constitution. And
why would the Qadianis be un-
able to enforce Pakistan's (con-
siderably convoluted and re-
shaped) Constitution? Be-
cause, since Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto changed the docu-
ment to declare them
non-Muslims, the judge
reasoned, Qadianis could
not be trusted to uphold
such a provision.
When Rafig
Tarar offered such
opiniens as
his personal
"Catch-22" for
Qadianis in Pakis-
tan's Khabrain daily last year, he
had already established a reputation
as a crusty, conservative Muslim, who,
in the 1940s and 1950s. had served in the
fundamentalist Majlis-e-Ahrar organisation, a
group so fanatical that they dubbed Pakistan's
Western-educated and secular founder,
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, "Kafir-e-Azam" (Un-
believer of the Nation) - in place of his tradi-
tional honorific, "Quaid-e-Azam" {Great
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Leader of the Nation).

Today, Raliq Tarar is President of Pakistan,
the result of one of the most peculiar deci-
sions of Nawaz Sharil's second premiership,
and is eager to describe himsell as a "liberal
Muslim" willing to treat women and minori-
ties fairly.

That is a claim few Pakistani human rights
activists are willing to believe. "Before his el-
evation to the presidency, the former judge
was not simply known lor his orthodox views
but was also seen as an activist reactionary,"
lawyer Asma Jehangir told The Herald maga-
zine. Indeed, Tarar's ascendancy to the presi-
dency on the last day of 1997 was almost
halted after he delivered a veiled insult clearly
aimed at recently-ousted Chief Justice Sajjad
Ali Shah, saying that the latter was a "judicial
terrorist".

But the more puzzling problem for
Islamahad's political elite boiled down to a
simple question: Why Tarar? The new presi-
dent appalled many politicos with his home-
grown Punjabi style; some of them reported
derisively thar his family dried their washing
from the roof of the presidential estate. Oth-
ers were confused thar a political unknown,
regarded only as a lover of Sikh jokes and a
favourite of Nawaz Sharil's father Mian
Mohammed Sharifl (or Abbaji, as he is
known), could rise so high. What had hap-
pened to the presidential aspirations of Sen-
ate Chairman Wasim 5ajjad, Finance Minis-
ter Sartaj Aziz and NWFP political veteran
Fida Mohammed Khan?

In the weeks [ollowing Tarar's rise from
ohscurity, some officials argued that his as-
cension - alang with a recent, and equally hi-
zarre, government stand against Westernised
pop music - owed much to Abbaji's clear in-

fluence over Sharif. Some senior Pakistani
politicians, however, believe the selection
demonstrates just how little the prime minis-
ter trusts even his most loyal aides, following
a decade in which "trusted” presidents have
regularly cashiered both him and his nemesis,
Benazir Bhutto, with the military's conniv-
ance.

It is a decision which even some loyalists
of the Sharif family worry may have unin-
tended fallouts. Pakistani society in recent
montbs has begun to Iray badly on religious
questions; Sunni and Shia rivalry has repeat-
edly spilled over into violence, most recently
with a spate of killings and cemetery attacks
in Lahore. Meanwhile, Islamist groups, like
the neo-fascist Anjuman Sipah-e-5aba, are
feeding worries among some minority lead-
ers of worse to come. "Il you allow an
Anjuman Sipah-e-Saba to exist, you pave the
way [or the day when each sect has its own
militia and its own thugs," one Shia land-
owner warns.

In such an atmosphere, Tarar's elevation
may be seen as a symhol to Sunni hard-liners.
After all, Tarar is accused by critics of batter-
ing a Qadiani legal clerk when he was prac-
tising in Gujranwala in the 1950s and of re-
fusing, as a Lahore High Court judge, to al-
low bail to a lawyer accused of wearing a
Qadiani amulet; in short, of establishing a
record as someone more likely to exacerbate
communal tensions than to alleviate them. For
a pragmatic prime minister who wants to be
sure he will never he dismissed by the presi-
dent, Tarar may seem the "safe” choice. Satety
for the country as a whole may well prove to
be another matter.

-Farban Haq
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their advantage. The poarest peasants today know
that water and energy have been mismanaged by
the Sarkar, although they may not fully under-
stand the ungainly model that is riddled with pil-
ferage and inelficiency.

The urban population ol India has expanded
manifold over the last five decades. This popula-
tion demands reliability in its drinking water and
energy supply. The same is true for the middle-
class peasantry which needs electricity to run
tubewells for irrigation. But the electricity grid is
just as inefficient as the canal systems of India.
And so the politicians, bureaucrats and engincers
choose what was till very recently the path of least
resistance - construct dams, harrages and reser-
volrs.

The establishment, so used to riding
roughshod over local sensihilities, has heen un-
able to respond to the changed context. It has
not vet even begun to consider the only two so-
lutions available: firstly, conserve water and en-
ergy in the plains; secondly, when demand is still
natsatiated, negotiate [air payment [or water and
energy used with the upstream "stakeholders".
Uniil the establishment makes this adjustment
to its worldview and tactics, dam projects will
continue to flounder from the Narmada basin to
the Himalayan valleys. The public new knows,
and until the power brokers know that it knows,
and responds accerdingly, there is no high dam
going to he built on the Kosi or any other river.

Evolution of a paradigm

There was a time when South Asians knew how
to manage water skilfully, as one can see from Sri
Lanka and the weirs constructed in South India
by the Chola Kings to divert river water inlo arti-
ficial tanks. It was the colonial period, however,
which shaped the region's modern-day approach
to water management. The British, without any
experience of barrage-huilding on their own riv-
ers, opened up the Subcontinent to what is called
the American model of massive impoundment,
which had evolved in the United States in the
early vears of the century.

Many of the storage projects in India were
built after the British had left, but the technology
should never have been transplanted blindly. The
North American terrain and society where the
model was developed were quite dilferent from
South Asia's. The rivers there carry relatively litde
sitt in comparison to the Himalayan torrents; the
demography of water and electricity consumers
itself was quite different; and the New World was
hardly likely to see anti-dam activisin when the
native populations had been decimated.

In the colonial era and even later, the canals
and barrages 'succeeded’ mainly hecause of the
political hegemony of the managerial class. The
management of large water inlrastructures was

1998 MARCH HIMAL 113

guided by three objectives: revenue generation,
administrative control and protective irrigation.
independence came, but the new rulers nos only
inherited a civil service but also the legal arrange-
ments of the earlier era, some ol which contra-
dicted the very democratic aspirations fostered
by self-rule. The Canal Act enacted in the 1870s,
{or example, gave sweeping and centralised pow-
ers to the Irrigation Department, which could ig-
nore the farmers' sentiments with impunity.

In pre- and immediately post-independence
India, resource-management decisions were domi-
nated hy the peddlers of techrology. Inherited
water development models were pushed without
much reference to social realities. The path 1o
national development hegan with the
conceptualisation and construction of projects
like Bhakra Nangal, Hirakud and the Damodar
Valley Corporation. Several barrages, which in-
clude the Farakka, Kosi, Gandak, and Girjapur
were built, all between 1930-1970, on the Sapta
Kosi, Narayani, and Karnali rivers, copying the
Sarada Barrage model, built by the British on the
Mahakali in 1920,

In the later years, economics, equity and even
technology were sacrifliced on the altar of popu-
lism. Therc are cases aplenty to prove the point.
Only a few years ago, the new government in pros-
perous Punjah promised its farmers water and en-
crgy for free. In Andhra Pradesh, power which
costs INR 2.85 per unit to generate is sold to farm-
ers at 13 paisa, prompting Chiel Minister
Chandrabahu Naidu to remark, "What more do
the people want?"

I was not long before a socially aware, vocal
and articulate lobby emerged to highlight the as-
pects neglected by the state-guided path to na-
tional wellbeing. This lobby emerged from the
accumulation of painful experiences in the
shadow of the 1600 dams and barrages that have
been huilt in India over the course of the century.
These include the pain of those evicted {rom dam
and reservoir sites. the suffering of those left
within emhankments at the mercy of the flood,
and the uncalculated devastation wrought across
the land hy waterlogging and salination. The ac-
tivists who spoke for the people retused to he
dazzled by the sweep and curve of concrete. or
be carried away hy the sight of a full reservoir
reaching [ar into the horizon. Government was
in trouble.

Well, well, well
And so the activists challenged high dams on the
hasis of social equity; ecologists contested them
on environmental grounds; and seismologists
on the very instability of the ground. But the
strongest ammunition against the high dam is
cconomic.

Big dams as they are presently formulated and



sought to be built simply ignore market principles.
They are too quick to generate supply even when
the demand is 'fake'. For, when discussing the eco-
nemics of water and energy, there is no getting
away from the wastage and leakage, nor the fact
that the high urban and rural demand is propped
up by subsidies. And there is no ignoring ground-
water: a primary reason to dain rivers in the hills
today is so that the farmers of the plains can ex-
tract groundwater. This dam-to-tubewell linkage
is very real, but rarely discussed.

Indeed, much of India's success in food self-
sufficiency over the decades is ascribed to the
emergence of mechanised pumps which pull up
water from underground tables for use in agri-
culture. Tn order to make this resource available
to peasantry all over. both the central and state
govermments have seized every opportunity to
extend rural electrilication, providing subsidies
{or purchase of pumps and laying [lat tariff rates
for electricity. There is a Million Wells Scheme in
place today, under which small and marginal farm-
ers can own their own pumps.

The cost of pumping is thus made negligible
in comparison to the cost of clectricity produc-
tion, which leads to prefligate use and high wast-
age. both of electricity and of the precious aqui-
fers. Wells dry up, and salinity invades the un-
derground tables. More significantly, however,
the populist pelicy of subsidised access and flal
tariff delivers a highly rigid system that no politi-
cian seeking public office dares meddle with. A
well-intentioned measure soon hecomes
unrecognisable, a mass-based boondoggle.

Between 1970 and the mid-1990s, there was a
quantum jump in the power consumed by Indian
agriculture, froma mere 0 percens ot the national
electricity consumption (o nearly 40 percent, The

low operating efliciency of pumps avail-
able in the market - less than 15 percent
compared Lo an achievable 60 percent -
made clectricity use conspicuously waste-
ful. The blatant thefts, under-pricing and
high "technical losses” (in transmissicn
and distribution) have created what looks
like an unbridgeable gap between the sup-
ply of and the demand for energy.

The gap between generation volume
and the amount of electricity availahle it-
sell is quite large. Writes B.5.K. Naidu, Di-
rector ol wINROCK, India's energy
programme: “We generate 4 kwh of electric-
ity fer end use of 1 kwh, 25 percent being trans-
mission losses, and 66.7 percent end conversion
losses.” The upshot of such an arrangement, ac-
cording to government estimates, was CONIMET-
cial losses amounting 1o INR 40 hillion in 1991-
92. By 1996-97, this figure had skyrocketed to
INR 109.41 biilion.

The handmaidens of malfeasance and malad-
ministration in all this are the state electricity
hoards of cach of the Indian states, which have
been used hy the political class as the agencies o
placate the water- and electricity-using public.

200 million toilets

Besides mechanised pumps for ground water, the
other major consumer of power in India is the
rapidly expanding urban population and, within
it, the multiplying middle class. The growth of
demand has occurred with very little thought to
wastage and the need to pay fairly for the supply.
Helthent upon emulating a Western lifestyle in
South Asia, as now shown on television, the
middle class is given to ever-more intensive use
of water and electricity, in its air-conditioners,
refrigerators, bathtubs and toilet cisterns. The
demand for water and power is set (o just grow
and grow.

Unlike drinking water, consumerist demands
{or water and electricity are highly income elas-
tic, One can imagine what wilt happen to demand
for water when the additienal 200 million homes
in the Ganga plain begin to use the flush toilet,
which converts 15 litres of treated water into sew-
age at the turn of a handte. This alone would re-
quire a storage reservoir in the Himalaya all by
iselt. There is no economic justification for not
introducing the market principle into the pric-
ing of water and power,

The demand for high dams, thus, is the result
of bad economics and unrepresentative politics,
reflecting a situation where no one wants to
tamper with the vote. It has not helped that these
macro issues relating to poor targetting and leak-
age in subsidy have never been bighlighted by
the mainstream media, nor by activists who have
tended to pay attention only to equity and envi-
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policy of proper targeting of subsidy, and tariff
that reflect the actual social and environmental
cost would finally rationalisc demand. Waler con-
sumption could also be reduced through, for ex-
ample, promoting alfordable low-volume flush
cisterns. In the urban and industrial sectors, con-
servation and recycling would also make a dent
in the demand.

These suggestions seem utopian when one
looks at the political reality in the plains - made
that much more stark during this election sea-
son. But there is no way around it: institutional
innovation must be made in waler and energy
management, We must, [or the moment,
emphasise scarcity instead of plenitude, rehabili-
tation instead of new construction and institutions
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at Gland, Switzerland. It consisted of people

who have heen on opposite sides of the most
fierce and bitter of environmental controversies
- the building of large dams. They were all there,
the World Bank, the dam-huilders and consult-
ants cn one side, and scholars and activists from
the dam-fighting groups on the other. But the
meeting did not descend into acrimony. Instead,
it unanimously resolved to appoint an indepen-
dent commission o review the experience of large
dams worldwide, The commission would be
asked to review the "development effectiveness
of large dams" and to evolve standards and crite-
ria for the building of large dams.

The commissien was to have been set up in
November 1997, but protests from the 'anti-dam’
organisations about "lack of balance" in the
names proposed delayed the process. Finally, in

In April 1997 there was a unique gathering

The World Bank

and Big Business no
longer seem capable
of fighting the

Dam Busters. So, this
may be the beginning
of the end...

by Shripad Dbharmadhikary

January 1998, all sides agreed on the makeup of

the bedy; 12 individuals. representing a hroad
spectrumn of ‘stakeholders'. (Representing the
Suhcontinent at the Commission are its
Vice-Chairperson Laxmi Chand Jain, who, among
other things, served in the Government of India's
independent committee to review the Sardar
Sarovar Project and Medha Patkar of the Narmada
Bachao Andolan.)

The sctiing up of the World Commission on
Dams itself signifies, as nothing else can, success
after vears of struggle against large dams. But why
would the World Bank and private industry,
whose interests are at such variance with the ac-
tivists on the ground, want such a commission?

Growing resistance

The fact is that all over the world, it is getting
more and more difficuli - if not impossible - to
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build large dams. Today, there is hardly a region
where large dams are not being chalienged. To
give but a few recent examples, a fierce struggle
in France culininated in 1994 with the scrapping
of the Serra de la Fare Dam on the Loire River.
The last two phases ol the James Bay project in
Quebec in Canada were suspended following
intense resistance, particularly by indigenous
people.

In Thailand, the six-year-long campaign
against the Nam Chaon Dam has forced the
indefinite postponement of the project. And
although the major fight against Pak Mun Dam
was lost, enough awareness and pressure had been
built in the country for the Prime Minister's Of-
fice to declare in 1993 that for the sake of envi-
ronmental protection, Thailand would ne longer
build dams lor power production.

The truth is that as experience of large dams
emerged from around the world, reaching as far
back as the 1950s Echo Park Dam in the US and
in Tasmania in the late 1960s, the protestors
gained strength. In fact, some anti-dam move-
ments are now going bevond ohjecting to new
projects; they are demanding that existing dam
structures he pulled down and reserveirs cmp-
tied. In January 1998, the Quaker Neck Dam on
the Neuse River in the US state of Maine was de-
molished: it was found 'guilty’ of obstructing fish
migration.

However, it is not only the dam struggles that
are suggesting dam removals. Recently, Harza
North West Incorporated, a consulting firm
known [or its large water projects, recommended
that four dams in Oregon state be dismantled.
These structures are on the Snake River, with a
total installed capacity of 3033 megawatt, and had
been blamed for the river's declining Chinook
Salmon stocks.

World Bank no-no

Perhaps what has ruined the prospect of large
dams most is the dwindling interest among fi-
nancing institutions. Till now, the World Bank
has been the largest single source of funding for
large dams. The Bank's involvement has also
helped pull in finances from other sources. Be-
tween 1970 and 1985, an average of 26 dam
projects funded hy the Bank were being com-
pleted every year, with annual lending at around
USD 2 hillion (at 1993 rates). Subsequently, the
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figure went down: from 1986 10 1995, the Bank
approved 39 projects that included dams, ie.
about 4 per year.

The Bank has pulled back mainly because of
the storm of opposition it drew for involvement
in dams. This has had an immediate and signifi-
cant impact on co-financing arrangements. Other
sources of public funding are also in decline. This
is how Martin Neuhas, Head of Energy and Wa-
terpower Department af 1ITFCO, Switzerland,
described the {inancing of hydropower scenario
in Asia, at a conference in Novemher 1996:

According to World Bank estimates 290 GW of

new generating capacity will be required in Asia
through the year 2004, meaning every manth 2
to 3 standard combined cycle andfor hydropower
equivalent would have to be brought on line. To
finance this almost incredible and environmen-
tally questionable target growth Asla requires
in the running decade an investment of USD
450 billion o 30 to 60 billion per year.. The
international agencies such as the World Bank,
Asian Dcvvlowmm Bank, etc, with respect o the
cconomic situation of member/denor countries,
are rather reducing lending. In the meantime...
institutional and commercial banks as well as the
policy making governments are realising that scar-
city of funds is the paramount limiting growth
factor.. Predictably, the new slogan, even pana-
ced seems to be that there is no alternative to pri-
vate industry.

However, the private sector seems to be in no
hurry to finance large dams - the uncertainties
are just too high. This is the report of Patrick
McCully of International Rivers Network on a
September 1994 conlerence held in Frankfurt on
private [inancing of hydropower projects:

An air of gloomy resignation pervaded the meet-
ing. Several speakers from the financing side of
the industry emphasised that private industries
are discouraged from backing hydrodams because
of their high initial construction costs. long capi-
tal payback periods, terrible record of constrie-
tion time and cost overruns, and high operating
risks, especially because of theiy vulnerability to
drought... financiers are dissuaded from funding
dams because of "environmental” visks: delays
because of opposition to rescitlement and anti-dam
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lobby'; and when all lobbies have been dis-
counted, a sharp division in opinion still remains.
It is this division which needs to be dealt with.

(ii) There is often a tendency to exalt the 'po-
litical economy' aspects over all others; but as-
suming that we are able to improve the processes
of decision-making, eliminate corruption and
collusion, ensure that the people's voices are
heard, correct inequities in the distribution ol
water, neutralise the political power of the head-
reach [armers, and so on, will large-dam projects
become benign? If not, it needs to be recognised
that the heart of the matter lies not in 'political
economy' but elscwhere.

(ii1) In many of the writings from Nepal, the
anti-dam stance tends to get mixed up with la-
tent anti-India feelings. The thesis sometimes put
forward is that Indians (a comhination of bureau-
crats, engincers, politicians, polential consultants
and contractors) are pushing for large projects
and trying to persuade Nepa) to undertake them;
that the Nepalis are easily taken in; and that the
Indians get their own way.

In Nepal, there is the view, shared at the ofhi-
cial level, that projects such as Pancheswar and
Karnali are good for Nepal as they will bring in
massive revenues [or the country [rom the sale
ol electricity to India. This also happens to be
the view that prevails at the official level in the
Government of India, though there are other
vicws in India.

There is, of course, ancther view in
Kathmandu: that the country should not ge in
for large, technology-driven, unsustainable
projects based on exports to India, but should
plan small, people-centred, environmentally be-
nign ones with reference to Nepal's own needs.
This is an internal debate in Nepal, and it is {or
Nepal to decide on the route it wants to take. If
Nepal decides against large projects in the
Himalaya, India cannot force it to undertake
them. Those whe wish (o argue against large
projects and in favour of alternatives should try
and convert the dominant opinion in Nepal to
their way of tbinking, rather than portray India
as the evil genius.

(iv) This kind of prejudice also colours the
view that some of the writers take of non-oflicial
efforts at promoting inter-country cooperation.
The Centre for Policy Research, Delhi; the Insti-
tute for Integrated Development Studies,
Katbmandu; and the Bangladesb Unnayan
Parishad, Dhaka, bave been collaborating since
1999 on a Three-Country Study of the possibili-
ties of utilisation of the waters of the Ganga,
Brahmaputra and Meghna for the common ben-
efit of all the three countries. Even these efforts
are suspect in the eves of some commentators
in Nepal.

There are two kinds of suspicion: one is to
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regard these efforts as a continuation of the pur-
suit of governmental objectives under a 'nen-of-
ficial' front: the other is to believe that the essen-
tial objective is to promote big projects. One re-
viewer, for example, states bluntly of the Three-
Country Study (Himal, July-August 1995), "Big
Brother comes out the winner as his is the only
voice that is well articulated." Whatever the jus-
tification for the use of that expression in the
context ol inter-governmental talks_ it is wholly
inappropriate in the context ol a collaborative
study uudertaken by three non-government aca-
demic institutions. CPR, Bur and DS worked as
equal partners in this enterprise; there was no
Big Brother or Small Brother among them. No
one institution set the agenda or directed the stud-
ies: there were consultations at every stage. Not
were we acting under gevernmental influence.

1 cannot speak for 3ur in Dhaka or 11Dbs in
Kathmandu, but in so far as the Delhi-hased CPR
is concerned, we kept a carelul distance [rom the
Government of India, and often expressed views
and made suggestions which were quite differ-
ent from the official line. Far from being under
government influence, the intention was in fact
to change governmental thinking.

As regards the promotion of hig projects, that
was not one of the driving forces behind the
Three-Country Study. Those involved were pri-
marily concerned to bring home to the three
countries the folly of conflict and the wisdom of
cooperation. In urging cooperation, we naturally
had 1o deal with matters already under inter-gov-
ernmental discussion, such as water-sharing on
the Ganga (India/Bangladesh}, and Pancheshwar,
Karnali (India/Nepal}. At that juncture we did
not want to complicate matters by entering into
the large-dam debate; our project was about in-
ter-country cooperation and not about alterna-
tive paths to development. Nevertheless. we
showed our awareness of that controversy by in-
cluding chapters on the large-dam question as
well as on the seismicity problems in the CPRbook
Harnessing the Eastern Himalayan Rivers. How-
ever, since the governments were already talking
about certain projects, we strongly urged a quick
resolution of diflerences and a commencement
ol actual cooperation. (I may add that we did try,
with varying degrees of success, to get diverse
shades of opinion into our seminars and confer-
ences, and that divergent views on large projects
and on environmental issues were indeed heard. )

(v) The movement against large dams has as-
sociations with other related movements ("em-
powerment" of the people by restoring their con-
trol over community resources which have been
appropriated by the State; reviving traditional and
environmentally harmonious technologies; and
so on). These movements are often accompanied
by strong anti-establishment, anti-bureaucracy,
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TRAVELLING FILM SOUTH ASIA

Showcasing 15 outstanding films of Film South Asia 97, the first-ever festival of South Asian documentaries held in Kathmandu in October 1997,

_ w Aan Poove (20 min). India, 1995, directed by P. Baian. Sesthalakshmi is "rebom" as Sriaharan.
; Achin Pakhi (67 min). Bangladesh, 1995, cirected by Tanvir Mokammel, Sing to the memory of Lalon Shah, the bard
of old Bengal.

Ajit (28 min). India, 1996, directed by Arvind Sinha. A servant boy in Calcutia works, speaks to the camera.

Amrit Begja (43 min). india, 1998, directed by Maera Dewan. Traditional seeds are better than muftinational seeds.
Ashgari Bai: Echoes of Silence (45 min). India, 1997, directed by Priti Chandriani, Brahmananda Singh.
Once-acclaimed oclogenarian singer lives in penury.

Aur Woh Raks Karte Rahi (60 min}. Pakistan, 1996, directed by Shireen Pasha. Pakistani dancer Tehreema
Mitha does Hindustani and modern.

Dry Days in Dobbagunta {10 min). India, 1995, directed by Mupur Basu. Anti-alcehoiism in an Andhra village.

Father, Son & Holy War {120 min) (TIED FOR SECOND BEST FILM AT FILM SOUTH Asia 7). India, 1995, directed by
Anand Patwardhan, Machismo's singuiar contribution to commnal violence. :

Marubhumi (52 min). India, 1995, directed by Amar Kanwar. Inferesting, how desert fown Jodhpur geis its water!

Worldwide Spring 1998 schedule for

Travelling Film South Asia Meals Ready (46 min} (TIED FOR SECOND BEST FILM AT FSA 97), India, 1996, directed by Surajit Sarkar and Vani
:ingsFoel;th Asia New Dl Subramaniam. The imooriance of eating rice (in Tamit Nadu).

- ruary w I . . . . . . . . . -
12-14 February  Dhaka Mr Jinnah: The Making of Pakistan (30 min). India and Pakistan, 1997, directed by Christopher Mitchell. Quaid-e-
20-24 March - Lahore Azam, there was more fo him than we were fold.

27.29 March Islamabad . . .
2[76 f\vﬂl , Karachi e, & c Muktir Gaan (30 min) (SPECIALMENTION BY THE JURY AT FSA'S7), Bangladesh, 1995, directed by Tareque and Catherine
;_,:df:g’;’r’ngigfj};eg‘j”ga ore, Bombsy, Calcutta, Calombe.  Masud, Archival footage of Bangladeshis singing for fraedom.

?D;%.‘rse:s . v . Musrat has left the building - but when? (20 min} (SECOND BEST FILM ATFSA '97), Pakistan, 1997, directed by

-4 Marz rincelon University, Princeton i i [ i
o Hanard UnlversiwaCambﬁ e Farjad Nabi. Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan was airegdy gone when‘ he died. _

g;? marcp‘ gg;veﬂg Sot! lFemsv;g!;;a‘DPh”adelphia Pastoral Politics (29 min). India, 1995, directed by Sanjay Barnela and Vasant Saberwal. Gaddi herders come
- arc| 0 ate University, Denver i i H H i

2500 Mamh  Universty of Alabama, Bringham up against environmentalism in Himachal.

g?ﬂp’;‘lmn H:::z;::g g; Eﬁf.ﬁi'gg"’c‘ﬁéago The Spirit Doesn't Come Anymore (3B min} {BEST FILM AT F34°97). Nepal, 1997, directed by Tsering Rhitar.

10 March-27 April University of Californa, Berkeiey Tibetan faith healer’s son does not want to heal

25-28 June amsterdam, The Netherlands

For more delails, comtact TESA Secretariat at Himal, Kaihmanou. GPO Box 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal,
Tel: +977-1-52211523845/521013 {fax) emall: himalmag&mos comnp  URL: www.himaimag com
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anti-elite and anti-urban ":
feelings. Elements of
these are to be found scat-  §
tered in the water-related
writings published in
Himal.

There is a degree of
force and validity in some
of these points ol view;
but the anger and indig- /’z/:’y
nation accompanying ~ .
them can often act as - A .
mental blocks which pre- .=
vent clear thinking and ren-
der communication difficult.
However, this is a complex and difficult
subject, which cannot be gone into ad-
equately here.

Merging opposites

Having set forth in very broad outline some of
the tendencies which hinder a constructive de-
bate, let me now juxtapose the two conflicting
positions on the large-dam controversy.

- There are those who believe that the pro-
jected future water and energy needs of a grow-
ing humanity are such that some 'mega’ irriga-
tion and hydro-electric projects are inescapable:
that humanity must harness natural resources
with the aid of science and technology; that the
adverse impact of large-dam projects can be miti-
gated; that for the problems created by technol-
ogy, answers will be provided by technology it-
self; that environmental concerns are important
and must be taken care of but must not be over-
stressed or allowed to come in the way of devel-
opment; and that, on the whole, large dams are
necessary and good.

- There are others whao helieve that targe-dam
projects do more harm than good; that the proxi-
mate and ultimate consequences ol this kind of
intervention with nature cannot even be fully
foreseen, much less mitigated; that such projects
represent a technological hubris and a totally
wrong and unsustainable kind of relationship
with nature, which cannot escape eventual nem-
esis; that projections of future needs ol water and
energy should first be reasscssed in the light of
saner notions of development, and then met
through a whole range of measures not involving
'mega’ projects; and that large-dam projects are
neither necessary nor good.

That is the debate that needs to be pursued.
It cannot be said that the various pieces which
have appeared in Himal undertake a proper ex-
amination of this central issue. Most writings in
the journal and elsewhere tend to assert a par-
ticular view strongly, and sometimes elaborately;
but one rarely comes across a comprehensive and
rigorous examination of both propositions, lead-
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ing to a firm and definitive conclusion.

Lest | should be accused of straddling the
fence, let me declare my position on the contro-
versy. | have gradually changed from a ‘balanced'
position (carefully set lorth in an article in the
Economic and Political Weekly of 30 September,
1989) to one of profound disquiet over the kind
of relationship with nature that such projects and
the underlying religion of Science and Technol-
ogy represent, as well as over the other evils that
accompany these projects such as collusion, cor-
ruption, inequity, etc.

However, there are two questions to which 1
have not so [ar seen complete answers. The first
is whether the ‘alternative’ means (economy in
water use, local water conservation, micro-water-
shed development, traditional systems of water-
harvesting and water-management, etc, in the case
of water; and demand management, energy-sav-
ing, getting more out of existing capacities, €x-
tensive decentralised generation, non-conven-
tional energy-sources, etc, in the case of energy)
can adequately meet the needs of the projected
magnitudes of future populations. I have seen as-
sertions that they can, but not a definitive estab-
lishment of the proposition.

The second question is whether a ruling out
of large dams alone will work without a radical
{urning away from all other forms of technologi-
cal hubris and depredations on nature which to-
gether constitute our ‘civilisation'; and whether
humanity is capable ol that kind of dramatic
change in ways of living or is on an irreversible
march towards doom. I can only pose these ques-
tions: | have no answers to give. '

R.R. Iyer is with the Centre for Policy Research in
New Delhi and is a former Secretary of Water Re-
sources, Government of India.
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Guns and roses

PFACE SEEMED TO be at hand at
the open-air stadium in Kagrachchary
district in early February when, in the
morning sunshine, regulars from the
Shanti Bahini laid down their arms (or
rather, stood them on a rack that had
been provided) and agreed to revert
from guerrillas te peasants. Shontu
Larma, the man who led the insur-
gents to peace handed over his gun,
Primme Minister Hasina Wajed
responded with flowers. Then
both leaders released the doves of
probable peace.

But the way ahead remains pre-
carious, not the least because Begum
Khaleda Zia's Bangladesh Nationalist
Party was shouting betrayal. Within
the Chakmas themselves, fissures
have appeared. Many members of the
Hill Students and Hill Women's Fed-

eration have split from Larma, al-
though he still commands the major-
ity. The dissidents feel that the war
booty will be grabbed by close asso-
ciates of Larma and that the young
people who were not directly involved
in the fighting or who crossed over
to India will get a smaller share of the
peace dividend. "We are left with no
option but to say that the peace treaty
will not benefit the majority of the hill
people," said a leader of Hill Students
Federation to Himal. But others in-
sist that the dissidents are in a minor-
ity and there is no appetite left for
more war in the hills.

For the moment, the general
mood is for peace. The last group
of refugees have returned and they
are keen to settle down and begin
a normal life. However, at the
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treaty signing ceremony itself,
protest banners were held up and
shouts condemning the accord
were heard.

And there are other forces in the
area which can cause trouble. The
Bengalee settlers of cHT, one of the
poorest and least popular migrant
populations in the world, is now be-
coming increasingly defiant, partly in
desperation and partly because of the
increasing support they are receiving
on the way to becoming future po-
litical pawns. Mainstream opinion is
not in favour of moving them else-
where. Clashes have already occurred
between the Bengalees and the
Chakmas.

On the other hand, whereas there
werte only two belligerent forces be-
fore in the hills, there are now sud-
denly more. There have been reports
that the counter-insurgents created by
the Government at the height of the
insurgency may now act on their own;
they have the weaponry to create
problems. Also, the arrest of the
United Liberation Front of Asom
{ULFA) General Secretary, Anup
Chetia, by the Bangladesh police and
the accompanying threats by ULFA to
extract revenge will also mean spill-
ing of insurgency from India's North-
east into Bangladesh, a fate it has es-
caped till date.

1t appears that the hills may bleed
again despite treaties. As the doves
took to the air in the stadium in
Dhaka, one could only hope for peace
in our times.
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Briefs

" Time to speak y

a0 we ellow e Bnfere,
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Signs of the Times

IN EARLY FEBRUARY, readers of the
Times of India were suddenly taken
aback, pleasantly so, by the
newspaper's sudden interest in hu-
man rights issues.

It started a "Human Rights Watch”
section, and within a few days printed
a prominent front-page announce-
ment titled "Time to speak up". It
asked, chaltengingly enough, "Can we
allow the Enforcement Directorate to
make a mockery of our fundamental
rights as citizens and subvert our
democratic principles?” The an-
nouncement stated that the Director-
ate, the federal agency which looks
into fiscal misdemeanours, was given
to acting with "arbitrary high-hand-
edness” and asked readers to write in
or call various 101 offices all over the
country giving instances of how they
were "humiliated, victimised, relent-
lessly persecuted” by the agency.

A worthy public cause taken up
by a reputed national newspaper? It
certainly looked like it. Except that
investigations carried by the paper
appeared only alter a spate of reports
detailing how the ED had been ha-
rassing "noted industrialist" Ashok
Jain over alleged violation ol FERA
(Foreign Exchange Regulation Act).
The Bombay-based Ashok Jain is none
other than the chairman ol Bennett,
Coleman and Company, owners of
Times group of publications, which
includes TOL

The campaign against ED began
with a front-page report in which vari-
ous Indian chambers of commerce
and industry "deplored the grossly in-
human manner in which the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) is ill-treating
noted industrialist Ashok Jain." All

-the 10! reports used "noted industri-

alist" or "a senior business leader",
never letting on that he was the boss,
save for one mention buried in an in-
side page.

The paper printed reports of cther
denunciations too, one of which in-
terestingly was by the powerful Jain
community threatening a non-coop-
eration movement if the ED did not
get off Ashok Jain's back. Then came
a series of articles of past excesses of
the ED, along with comments from
legal cxperts, all scathing in their at-

" tacks against the high-handedness of

the agency. These included a report
on how the All India Newspaper
Owners' Conference dencunced the
Directorate for harassing Jain.

In the Indian media, there were
just a few to call the 101 bluff. One
such was the Bombay Union of Jour-
nalists, which issued a statement stat-
ing that "not only is this sustained
campaign to get the Enforcement Di-
rectorate off Mr Ashok Jain's back a
mockery of journalistic ethics, it also
crudely exposes the real nature of
"freedom of the press' in the country.”

The Union further asked: “Can a
newspaper be run to further the per-
sonal interest of a person charged
under FERA? Can precious space be
wasted to drum up support for an
accused? Do journalists have no op-
tions but to silently participate in such
cynical and contemptuous artifices?
Does the Press Council of India
not have a suo moto duty to call a
halt to this daylight tomfoolery
immediately?"

The Statesman of Calcutta was
apparently the only newspaper to
have the courage to react against the

Code of Ethics

* A paragraph from the TO1 Code of Ethics, as announced by the paper in its 16 October

1996 issue.

"Every journalist should ensure that professional objectivity is not influenced by per-
sonal likes, dislikes, friendship and ideologies. Journalists should refrain from being mem-
bers of political organisations. Involvement in political activities, community affairs, dem-
onstrations and social causes that could cause a conllict of interest with the discharge of
professional duties should be avoided. Any situation of a potential conflict of interest
{such as covering the activities of a club-organisation of which one is a member) should
be brought to the attention of the Editor by the journalist concerned.”
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prejudiced coverage by a 'sister' daily.
1t wrote at length in an editorial:

Ficct alleges inhuman and high
handed treatment. Mr Jain has re-
ceived 22 different summons to ap-
pear and answer questions, he has
ignored them all. It seems by now
standard practice for him to check
into hospital on receipt of summons;
in one case he was fit enough to leave
for London the next day, in another
he attended long religious discourses
in Delhi over 10 days.

Apparently, the media baron has
had no problems getting the "sick"
certificates since he is a trustee of a
Bombay hospital (incidentally, named
the Bombay Hospital).

The decline and commercialisa-
tion of the TO1 over the last few years
under the leadership of Sameer Jain
{Ashok Jain's son) has been a matter
of grave concern for observers who
follow the ups and downs of India’s
national English media. [t seems that
the Ashok Jain episode has succeeded
in exposing the TOI more than it
has the ED.

It must be reported in all fairness,
however, that whatever might be its
genesis, the "Human Rights Watch”
has gone on to provide space for some
real issues, as seen from these sample
headlines in 7011 "NHRC [National
Human Rights Commission} for
CBI probe into custodial deaths”;
"SC guidelines on arrest, detention
reiterated"; and "US state depart-
ment indicts India on human rights
violations".
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South Asia
Vs
the Maghreb

EPISODE: NEW DELHI journalist
{Sagarika Ghosh, d/o {ormer Secretary
of Information Bhaskar Ghosh) meets
Laila Abdel Hamid, wife of an Alge-
rian diplomat. What {ollows is the
chronology of events as we have un-
derstood it through reporied corrobo-
rated testimony.

16 February: In the upscale Khan
market locality where diplomats and
well-heeled Delhiwallahs shop for
books and shampoo, journalist Ghosh
parks her Maruti in front of house-
wife Hamid's Contessa. Latter asks
former to move. Former apparently
says, "Don't be silly, there is enough
space for you.” Not clear who, but one
expresses rude sentiments. Matters
complicated by English-French cross-
lingual interface. The initial word is
that Ghosh was dragged out of the car
and thrashed on the ground, but later
she responds to a question and states
that she emerged on her own loco-
motion. (The Algerian ambassador
subsequently maintains that Ghosh
opened the door violently, which is
what led to the fracas.) Several people,
including a super-nationalist
panwallah plying his trade within
coughing distance, intervene and the
two separate and get back into their
cars. The mediawoman concedes to
having uttered the expletive "bitch”
at that point, whereupon diplomat's
wife once again emerged and pro-
ceeded to thrash the Bharatiya nari.
One bystander is quoted by a paper
as saying, "She called us bloody Indi-
ans, How can we take that, especially
when elections are going on today.”

Fallout: The editor of Outlook maga-
zine, for whom Ghosh works, writes
a protest note to the Prime Minister
Inder Kumar Gujral and Foreign Sec-
retary K. Raghunath. The foreign of-
fice decides to upgrade a parking lot
spat into a diplomatic incident and
summons the Algerian ambassador,
Abdelhamid Bereksi, over to express
official "displeasure".
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Comment: Editors need not write let-
ters to prime ministers on matters
such as this, nor should foreign min-
istries getting involved. Lack of per-
spective on the part of both. The Non-
Aligned Movement gravely affected
by this incident between two frater-
nal members.

Internet gossip (from the chat site of
the New York-based South Asian Jour-
nalists Association):

* 1t's obvious that people’s first in-
stinct is to empathise with the
poor pummelled journalist and
berate the arrogant diplomat's
wife. That's precisely why we need
to look at this incident with a little
scepticism...

* The question was why was the
crowd incensed? Me thinks the

crowd was outraged at seeing two
women having the temerity to
light like men.

As a rising star of the Indian me-
dia scene, Ghosh's plight got
greater coverage than it would
have had she been the daughter
of a silver trader from Old Delhi.
I want to hear Mrs Algerian
Diplomat's point of view, if only
to learn more about the secret of
her awesome strength.

The Ministry of External Affairs
should reserve gestures of official
displeasure for differences on
policy, not brawls over parking
space.

Just look at the elements: young
mother, crying baby, arrogant dip-
lomat, apathetic cops and enraged
patriotic citizenry. Everything fits
in a little too neatly.

War movies

EVEN WHILE PEACENIKS try to mend the Indo-Pak fence, warmon-
gers continue with their nationalistic atavistic baying. How 1o, other-
wise, explain plans for a 13-episode docudrama entitled Battle of Honours
of the Indian Army, scheduled to begin telecast on Doordarshan at the
end of May?

The film is being made by Sinia Jain of Delhi, and as one news report
had it, the story is about how "Indian regiments fought against over-
whelming odds to win the battle and the war". Apparently, in the story
line, the options are limited for our brave Indian jawans: "To take flight
and give the Pakistanis a clear run all the way to Delhi or to stay and
fight. It's no choice at all!"

But there is a choice in how this serial is being made. It could be
treated like a documentary, which would, of course, be fine. But in all
likelihood it will demonise the far side, in which case one wonders what
fallout this satellite presentation will spark in the minds on the other
side of Attari/Wagah.
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QATAR AIRWAYS ELI J..b_ﬂ.l |

Introducing
' Airbus Services
Every Week

Qatar Airways is operating three direct flights a week from Kathmandu
to Doha with economy and business class every Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday departing at 8:30 a.m. It has daily flights to London, Heathrow
from Doha and connections to other points in Europe, Middle East and
U.S.A.

Excellence in the Sky

For more information contact your Travel Agent or

Zenith Travels (P) Ltd. (G.s.A. for Qatar Airways)

at Kantipath, P.0. Box : 4153, Kathmandu, Nepal.
Tol : 257712, 256579, Fax : 227132, Telex : 2414 zenith np. e-mail : zenith@ktmpc.mos.com.np

RESEARCH GRANT FOR YOUNG SOUTH ASIANS

The Colombo-based Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS) invites applications for research
grants 10 be awarded to young South Asian scholars for conducting policy-ortented research on
strategic and international issues of contemporary South Asian interest. Nationals ot all South Asian
countrics within the age limit of 35 years who are based in the region are cligible. Women candidates
are particularly encouraged to apply. Candidates should ideally have a Master's degree in mternational
relations. strategic studies, political science, economics. history. anthropology, journalism, international
law, or other related subjects. Each grantee will receive a total stipend of $2.000.00 payable over
a 6-month period. An additional amount may be paid for ficld work in no more than 3 South
Asian countrics including the candidate’s own. Eligible candidates wishing to be considered for the awards

should apply giving:

«  Full curriculum vitae including detaled academic records and evidence of research competence;

. Aresearch proposal within 700-1000 words describing the theme, importance, objectives, methodology.
and justification for field work;

»  Copies of up to 2 publications, 1f any; and

«  Two confidential letters of academic reference to be sent directly to RCSS.

The closing date is April 30, 1998. Further inquirics may be addressed to:
Executive Director of the RCSS. 4-101 BMICH,

Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo 7, Sri Lanka.

Tel: (94-1) 688601; Fax: 638602;

e-mail: edress@sritankanct: http://www lanka.net/ress










has done wonders in making Suratis
give up old habits. For instance, un-
der threat of a 30-rupee fine, fruit ven-
dors now keep wastebaskets under
their carts.

The response to all that has been
happening, from both inside and out-
side Surat, has been encouraging. The
Indian National Trust for Arts and
Culture, a non-profit group based in
Bangalore, surveyed 80 cities of the
country and chose Surat as the sec-
ond cleanest city after Chandigarh. [n
an exhaustive study of the 'plague’
and its aftermath, Ghanshyam Shah,
former director of the Centre for So-
cial Studies in Surat, concludes that
the city is significantly cleaner, even
in the slum areas.

Most Suratis also conlirm the dif-
fcrence. "Places which once could not
he cleaned in the night, now [or the
whole night, people from the sanita-
tion department are there," says Satish
Tamakuwala, owner of a drv goods
shop in the central Chowk arca of the
old part of the city, where a lahyrinth
of narrow alleys connects hundreds
ol tiny storelronts and homes. In the
evenings, this area is choked with
shoppers. However, considering the
volume of foot traffic, the relative ah-
sence of trash is remarkable.

The changes cxtend to the out-
skirts as well. "The sweeper comes
every day in the morning and in the
evening,” says Sashikala Sonunimai,
who works in a medical practitioner's
office and lives in Udhna, an indus-
trial pocket, one among the several
localities incorporated inte Surat in
the late 1980s. The modest concrete
house where Sashikala lives with her
sister's family sits in a colony near the
Udhna railway station, the first stop
on the way [rom Surat to Bombay.
"Before the plague. it was really dirty
here,” she savs. "Now it's really good,
there's no fear that the plague might
strike."

What plague?

The belief that clean sireets will some-
how prevent the recurrence of plague
(if indeed it was one in the first place)
is widespread, but it may be rather
misplaced. Plague bacteria is usually
transmitted from rats 10 humans via
fleas, so while the clearing up of gar-
bage does reduce the risk of infection,
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Was it or wasn 't it plague?

DURING THE CRITICAL epidemiological moment - when patients were
streaming in to be examined, tested, and treated - none ol the data in the
patient charts was correlated or analysed. The doctors could not tell
whether or not cases were clustered geographically, nor did they know
how many suspected cases tested positive lor plague at any given time. "1f
you want to prove that this is an epidemic, then you have to have this
data," says Dr Ketan Jhaveri, the resident in charge at the New Civil Hos-
pital during the outbreak.

Since then, scientists have had to struggle to re-create what hap-
pened. A Gujarat state committee, a central government comnittee, the
National Institute of Communicable Diseases, the Centre for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention in Atlanta, private laboratories, and the World Health
Organisation have analysed samples collected during the outbreak. The
results have been inconclusive, mainly hecause ol the dilculty in isolat-
ing the plague bacteria [rom old and sometimes contaminated tissue
samples.

Although its lindings were not much dillerent from the others, WHO
was the [irst official hody to question whether the plague bacteria was
present in Surat at all. Its December 1994 report burst open a Pandora's
box of doubts and thecries, and holstered the position of some Indian
doctors who suspected that the symptoms in Surat [it the pattern ol
meliodosis or tularemia. Either ol these, as well as malaria or tuberculo-
sis, could have been present among the thousands ol patients treated, but
without testing all of them, it is impossible to tell for sure.

Later. in 1995, WHO reported that the Surat plague was dillerent
from other known strains of the yersinia pestis bacteria. This unleashed
speculation that the microbe was a genetically enginecred weapon ol bio-
logical warfare and fuelled the current rumour that Pakistani intelligence
agents had planted it {apparently with the cooperation of the local rat
population and the river Tapti). In the absence of better epidemiological
infonination, speculation can run wild.

doesn’t wholly prevent it.  casses of pigs. dogs and cows. "After

Laxminagar (picture, right) and
Ramnagar, where the earliest cases
and most of the deaths were reported,
were neither the dirtiest, nor the
poorest, nor the most crowded
neighbourhoods in Surat. So why
were these places so much more af-
fected?

Geography may have been the
deciding factor. The land in that part
of Surat, on the southern bank of the
river Tapti, is bowl-shaped. In 19694,
the river overfiowed its hanks, carry-
ing with it garbage and sewage di-
rectly to the hottom of the bowl,
where the unlucky residents of
lLaxminagar and Rammnagar make
their home. Dinesh Prajapati, a dia-
mond worker living in the Ved Road
area, recalls how he huilt a raft [rom
empty water containers and paddled
around the lake of filth, among car-

three days, the water receded." he
says. "The water was gone." But the
filth staved.

Today, this lack of drainage and
access 1o sewer lines is the real chal-
lenge, much more difficult rhan
sweeping the strects and collecting
garbage. Since Rao ok office. access
1o municipal sewerage has increased
by a bare 2 percent, [rom 50 to 52, To
provide sewer and waler services to
its populatien for the next seven
vears, Surat wilk need INR 11,000 mil-
lion, In comparison, the city spent
only INR 62 millon on sanitation ser-
vices in 1696-97.

For those living outside the flood-
prene areas, the lack of inunicipal
drainage doesn't seem 10 be a signifi-
cant problem, Now that the ¢ity looks
clean, most Suratis point with pride
to their new sense of civic responsi-
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THE QUEST FOR PARADISE often ends

abruptly when tourists end up with cowdung on their
clothes, writes David Nicholson-Lord, author of The
Greening of the Cities (Routledge), in The Nation.

What makes people want to travel? The short
answer centers on the concept of escape. Accord-
ing to Jost Krippendorl, the Swiss academic who
is one of the leading authorities on modern
tourism, people travel because "they no longer
[eel happy where they are -where they work,
where they live. They feel the monotony of the
daily routine, the cold rationality of factories,
offices, apartment bloeks and transport,
shrinking human contact...the loss of nature and
naturalness.” MacCannell argues that mass tour-
ism is a product of the "most depersonalised”
epoch in history.

Well, maybe. It's true that people with gar-
dens, or those who live in small towns, take fewer
holidays than apartment-block residents or ity
dwellers. It's probably also true that what we casu-
ally refer to as the "pressures of daily lile" - work,
family, commuting - are more intense, in some re-
spects, than ever before.

Yet people have always lelt a desire for some-
thing more than their life routinely offers them -
something, well, different. Tt's partly because hu-
mans are naturally inquisitive and exploratory but
also, and more signilicant, because we need the
unknown, what historians of religion call "other-
ness,” to lend our lives signilicance. So we con-
ceive ol ideal worlds - Paradise, the Golden Age,
Heaven, Atlantis, Shangri-La - and dream, some-
times, of attaining them.

Modern tourism routinely, and often shame-
lessly, exploits such myths, as the most casual
glance through just about any brochure will attest.
It is ably assisted by the travel-writing business,
which, while purporting te be independent, is ac-
tually part of the marketing operation, complete
with writers who depend for their livelihoods on
the tour or resort operators. Millions of people are
thus launched yearly on a quest [or paradise, or a
voyage of self-discovery, into the midst of millions
of others going about their daily business. Visions
ol reality collide, often resoundingly, which helps
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1o explain why tourists have been shot in Egypt
and pelted with cow dung and rotten fish in Goa
and why many natives of Hawaii - one of the ar-
chetypal tropical island "paradises” - want a boy-
cott of tourism, deseribing it as "the plague” sul-
fered by a "historically oppressed people."

A NEW GLOBAL MENTALITY is re-

quired, says Edward Said delivering the Netaji Subhas
Bose centenary oration at the Netaji Research Bureau,

* Calcutta.

It does seem to me ostrich-like to suggest that
people in Europe and the US should maintain our
so-called Western identity by holding all the oth-
ers al bay, increasing the rifts hetween peoples in
order to prolong our dominance. That is, in effect,
what [Samuel P] Huntington is arguing, and one
can easily understand why it is that his essay [Clash
of Civilisations] was published in Foreign Affairs,
and why so many policymakers have drifted to-
wards it as allowing the US to extend the mindset
of the Cold War into a different time. Much more
productive and useful is to try to promote the emer-
gence of a new global mentality that sees the dan-
pgers we face [rom the standpoint of the whole hu-
man race.

These dangers include the pauperisation of most
of the glohe's population; the emergence of viru-
lent local, national, ethnic and religious sentiment,
as in Bosnia, Rwanda, Lehanon, Chechnya; the de-
cline of literacy, and the onsct of a new illiteracy
based on electronic modes of communication,
television and the global information superhigh-
way; the fragmentation and threatened disappear-
ance of the grand narratives of emancipation and
enlightenment.

Our most precious asset in the face of such a
dire transformation of tradition and of history is
the emergence of a sense ol integrative commu-
nity, understanding, sympathy, and hope which is
the direct opposite of what in his essay Hunting-
ton has provoked. If I may quote some lines by the
great Martiniquian poet Aimé Césire. ..

"but the work of man is only just beginning/
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and it remains to man to conquer all/the violence
entrenched in the recesses of his passion/And no
race possesses the monopoly of beauty/ol intelli-
gence, ol foree, and there/is a place for all at the
rendezvous of vietory."

PAST TENSE, PRESENT REPEN-
TANCE. H.Y, Sharada Prasad in The Asian Age
on the culture of apology that has all of a sudden
gripped everyone, starting with Sonia Gandhi's apolo-
gies for the Congress party's past misdeeds.

At the end ol the Twentieth Century there was a
Great Flood. It was the Flood ol Contrition. Ev-
erybody hegan apologising 10 everybody else for
every wrong that had been done before.

God apologised [or having ereated the sun and
the moon and the stars and the world and day and
night and birds and beasts and fishes. Then He
apologised to Adam and Eve. Eve apologised to
Adam for having de-ribbed him. The Serpent
apologised Lo both for introducing them to temp-
tation. Adam apologised to Eve [or having made
her the mother of a murderer...Elsewhere, in
Greeece, Qedipus apologised to his mother Jocasta
[or not getting lost at hirth but turning up years
later to wed and bed her. The Sphinx apologised to
Oedipus for putting him questions which were too
easy. Helen apologised for possessing a [ace which
launched a thousand ships... In Syracuse,
Archimedes apologised to his [ellow-citizens for
streaking across the streets and shouting that he
had found what none of them had complained of
having lost.

In our own land...Prince Rama apologised to
King Janaka lor unnecessarily breaking his bow
while necessarily marrying his daughter.. Hanuman
apologised to Ravana for carrying out
deforestation...Kunti apologised to Draupadi for
breaking the norm of gender equality and impos-
ing five husbands on her. Draupadi apologised to
Dusshasana {or not letting him know that her sari
would be endless.

~Mountbatten apologised [or not preventing
Partition (and for not mastering the correct spell-
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ing of Jawaharlal'...). Jinnah apologised for propa-
gating the two-nation theory and Yahya Khan lor
converting it into a three-nation theory. Mahatma
Gandhi apologised to Godse for coming in the way
ol his bullets.

...And historians apologised to school students
that this flood of apologies had not changed his-
tory and they had to continue to mug up names
and dates. Like "what will be, will be", what has
been, is. That, they pointed out, is what is called a
historieal fact.

INTOLERANT ISLAM IS NOT
ISLAM but mere insular arrogance writes
Rehana Hakim in her editorial in Newsline, the
magazine from Karachi.

...virtually every political leader who has occu-
pied the seat ol power has invariably talked of the
inherent dangers to Islam and presented himsell as
a soldier and saviour of Islam. From General Zia-
ul-Haq down to his protege Nawaz Sharil to even
the extremely Westernised liberal, Z.A. Bhutto, all
have exploited Islam to justily their acts ol omis-
sion and commission. Leaders such as these, who
have used Islam as a billboard to sell themselves,
have caused grievous harm to both democracy
and Isiam.

The danger to Islam also comes from another
source: the various religious groups who see them-
selves as the thekedars (protectors) ol religion and
flaunt their brand ol Islam as being the only real
Islam. They have sowed the seeds of hatred, of
dissension, and fanned the flames ol sectarianism
which have c¢laimed several thousand inno-
cent lives.

Does Islam, or for that matter any religion, sanc-
tion the gunning down of men, women and chil-
dren? Even places of worship like mosques and
imambarahs have not been spared. This is barbar-
ism, not Islam, Surely Islam does not preach intol-
erance of the other person's beliefs. 1s a Sunni a
better human being than a Shia or vice versa, or is
a Muslim morally superior to a Christian or a
Hindu? This is arrogance, not Islam.



analysis

Where is the "SAARC
process’ in academia?

Looking only at India-Nepal scholarship as example, a Kathmandu historian finds little
reason to be optimistic about the production of quality scholarship among SAARC

countries about each other.

by Pratyoush Onta

Official SAARC process: Track One
One of the key components of the of-
ficial saaRC Process is the Integrated
Programme of Action (Ipa). Twelve ar-
eas of cooperation have been agreed
upon under the IPA, each Jooked al-
ter by a technical commitiee. One area
designated is "Education, Culture and
Sports".

The technical committee which
looks after education, culture and
sports has prioritised several themes
in the field of education and listed ac-
tivities such as "expert group meet-
ings" on various subjects including
higher education. In its own words,
the committee is "also engaged in the
improvement and expansion of the
SAARC chairs, fellowships and schol-
arship schemes", which are described
as having a "tremendous potential to
facilitate greater interaction among
the intelligentsia in the region."

Needless to say, this "potential” re-
mains far from realised. As much has
been admitted in government circles.
It was back in December 1995 at the
Commemorative Session of the Coun-
cil of Ministers held in New Delhi to
celebrate the 10th anniversary of
sAARC that the then Foreign Minister
of Nepal, Prakash C. Lohani, said in
his statement: "The SaARC chairs,
saarc fellowships and saARC scholar-
ships schemes need to be rescued
from the limbo they have descended
into... We need to expand education
links."

Even before the [ounding of SAARC

in late 1985, various academic exer-
cises had been held regarding the po-
tential benefits that would accrue to
the entire region after the realisation
of the regional association. Many po-
sition papers were commissioned
from academics ol the various coun-
tries as part of the exercise leading to
the foundation of saaRC. Several sur-
veys focusing on different aspects ol
the regional economy and develop-
ments that could be achieved through
regional cooperation were published
as monographs in the early 1980s.

During those same years, many ar-
ticles entitled "Regional Cooperation
in South Asia: Perspective from Coun-
try X" were published in various jour-
nals. Since its founding, the SAARC or-
ganisation's initiatives in academia
have produced further surveys of the
same nature. While these surveys may
have added a bit to our understand-
ing of the region, their overall super-
ficiality has meant that despite exhor-
tations on the part of the concerned
officials, or the proclaimed IPA of
SAARC, the official initiative has done
litle to facilitate serious scholarship
by members of the academia of the
region.

Non-Official SAARC process:
Tracks Two and Three

Fven as the official SAARC organisation
continues to languish amidst the
pomp generated by its formal activ-
ities, various commentators hasten to
highlight the achievements recorded

through what has been called the
mon-oflicial SAARC process' - the meet-
ing of activists, journalists, filmmak-
ers, physicians, scholars and various
other professionals in cross-South
Asian forums.

The non-official SAARC process ob-
viously has a role to play. It includes
so-called "track two" initiatives which
seek to influence governmental poli-
cies in the region, which more often
than not are manned by retired gov-
ernment officials or iudividuals close
to official thinking, as alse "track
three", the realm of social activists
who preler to provide alternatives to
government-led thinking. All these
twin-track meetings must perforce
have allowed non-governmental pro-
fessionals to discuss issues of impor-
tance with individual countries and
the region in general.

But how has this non-offlicial pro-
cess touched the field of academia?
What is the nature of the scholarly
exchange that exists? The May/June
1997 issue of Himal notes: "Part of
the reason why SAARC was not more
effective in its first decade is that it
was not challenged enough by
academia and media." The article fur-
ther stated that good scholars had
stayed away from SAARC studies
mainly because "they saw the
organisation as a non-starter,” hence
"leaving the field open for mediocrity
to flourish”. Once good scholars su-
persede the nationalist intellectual
ghettos in which they have allowed
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various other social science disci-
plines, the numher of studies on
Nepal completed in programmes
other than those of $15 is negligihle,
While 515-generated research has gen-
erally supported Indian political in-
terests in Nepal, hardly anything has
been done to examine Nepal from
other social science disciplinary per-
spectives.

In Jaipur, Nepal has been studied
by researchers affiliated with the
South Asia Studies Centre of the Uni-
versity of Rajasthan. Articles on Nepal
by various faculty mcmbers of the
Centre and others have occasjonally
appeared in its journal, Seuth Asian
Studies. And from Banaras Hindu
University's Centre for the Study of
Nepal (CsN), established in 1976, sev-
eral papers on Nepal have been pub-
lished as part of an Occasional Paper
Series. An irregular journal, the Indian
Journal of Nepalese Studies has also
been appearing since 1987 [rom ¢sy.
Since 1983, about 25 PhDs have been
completed by researchers associated
with the Centre.

The research work that has
cmerged {rom Jaipur and Banaras on
Nepal is no different in its topieal [oct
from that produced at JNU's SIS. The
predominantly political science ori-
entation, the overall use of only In-
dian and Nepali newspapers pub-
lished in the Englisb language as
sources, and the use of only a few key
Nepali personalities as regular infor-
mants mean that most Indian schol-
arship on Nepal tends to be confined
to a narrow band within what is pos-
sible in social science research. The
linkages betwecen this scholarship and
Indian political interests in Nepal are
obvicus, and Indian scholars have
been seen to he far less free when it
comes to establishing positions that
are independent of South Block.

These facts have several implica-
tions for the argument being made
here. Firstly, due to their narrow in-
terests, Indian scholars on Nepal have
very little sense of the substantial
amount of social science writings (es-
pecially anthropology) that is avail-
able on Nepal. Secondly, thev exhibit
no knowledge of writings available in
the languages of Nepal. These and rel-
evant Nepali journals are not avail-
able even in the best lihraries in Delhi.
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Thirdly, Indian scholars whe have
specialised in South Asian history
tend to show embarrassing levels of
understanding ol Nepali history even
within otherwise fine pieces of work.
Fourthly, since there are very few in-
stitutional incentives for Indians to
study Nepal in innovative ways, com-
petent young researchers are advised
to "move on" to other arcas if they
wish to have a viahle career.

Within this scenario, Indian schol-
arship on Nepal reproduces its own
1960s-70s models of Nepal hut at a
competence level that does not match
the work ol the first generation ol In-
dian scholars like Gupta or
Mojumdar. Even a quick reading of
works like Nepal in Transition (1997),
edited by M.D. Dharamdasani, direc-
tor ol Banaras Hindu University's C5N,
should prove this point. At a time
when Indian scholarship in history,
cultural studies, economics and soci-
ology is drawing worldwide attention
for its quality, it is depressing Lo read
most Indian works on Nepal.

English alone won't do

Going back 1o scholarly exchanges at
the regional level, there is one other
issue to be considered: the language
of research. We need o he ahle 1o use
more than just English as our con-
tact language if good regional schol-
arship is to flourish. English as a lan-
guage of discovery has serious limi-
tations that at least one recent major
study ol non-official dialogues in
South Asia failed to recognise.

Having access only to English lan-
guage media or scholarship on any
part of South Asia is inadequate for
getting an authentic sense ahout those
places. The sell-colonisation that is
perpetuated by the prestige value ac-
corded to publications in English as
opposed 1o publications in so-called
“vernaculars" is a sad fact of
"post-colonial" South Asia.

Also, publication in English raises
questions of who is doing the analy-
sis and who is being addressed and
why, within any given South Astan
country. The answer 10 these ques-
tions are, mostly though not exelu-
sively, the elites. It has to be added
that this kind of scholarship, oriented
to regional elites and their
Euro-American counterparts, is not

L [

even ab initio sericus about
intra-South Asia dialogues.

As English writings are manifestly
not oriented toward the hulk of popu-
lation in one's own country or other
South Asian countries, we might ask
what about scholarship for "the
people”? South Asian academic ini-
tiatives, if serious ahout proclaimed
goals, would reasonahly include mas-
sive translation projects across South
Asian languages. This mcans we need
an army of capable translators who
can breach the scholarly worlds con-
structed in various South Asian lan-
guages and who are institutionally
supported to do this work.

[f official or non-official $AARC ini-
tiatives in the academia arc to become
more than just junketecring, all the
countries need to hegin their work at
their respective in-country research
universities or centres. And if the nec-
essary [inancial and creative resources
were to be invested to create the pos-
sthilities for doing the kind of research
suggested in this analysis now, S4aRC-
level academic exchanges, one can
hope, can begin to assume significant
meanings only hy the second decade
of the 21st century. But without such
investments in-country, there is very
little reason to be eptimistic about the
SAARC process in academia in any
track - one, two, or threc.

P Onta is an editor of Studies in Nepali
History and Society.

Editors' Note:

in analysing the inter-country
| scholarship in South Asia, Pratyoush
‘ Onta homes in on the academic
‘ weaknesses in the Indo-Nepal
| sphere. It is clear that a simifar

exercise needs to be carried out

with regard to scholarship in each

country of South Asia about every
| other regional country.Given india's
size and importance, however, a
logical beginning to the exercise
would be to study the state of |
scholarship in each of the South
Asian countries about Indig, and vice
versa. Over the course of 1998,
Himal will broceed to carry out this
exercise through these columns.
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historian's terrain. The superstitious
mountains of Arizona are not the
Karakoram Range or the Hindu Kush
mountains but there are so many
similarities in mythic structures
across the world. This one voice
comes into the poem and says, "lI'm
the last speaker ol this language", and
I've placed him in the US Scuthwest.
This cry to be remembered and the
language to be remembered, seen in
terms of my friend’s death, acquired
other dimensiens.

Edward Said talks about a contra-
puntal rhetoric, which means you
read something with several things
happening simultaneously. 1t's not
just the death ol a [riend, a simple
elegy, but the death of trihes, the death
of landscapes and the death of a lan-
guage. All these things happen simul-
taneously to create a density,

...And, of course, a universe dies
with every person's death.

"The earth is a calligraphy of coils”

In the third section of A Nostalgist's
Map of America, ] wanted to enlarge
the symbol and motil of the desert by
having the story ol Laila and
Majnoon, one of the great love leg-
ends of the world. It goes back to
pre-Istamic Arabia. Majnoon's mad-
ness is celebrated because it is ecstatic
and his longing for this woman Laila
is a model of commitment.

Also 1 did that section because
critics, interviewers and newspaper
writers always wanl 10 put you into a
slot: you are an Indian writing in En-
glish, therefore, you should write
about India, Kashmir, Pakistan or
whatever. The point is you are a uni-
verse, you are the product of immense
histerical forces. There is the Muslim
in me, there is the Hindu in me, there
is the Western in me. 1t is there be-
cause | have grown up in three cul-
tures and various permutations of
those cultures.

In one way Arabic culture, Persian
culture and Urdu culture are available
to me. So | put that section there, deal-
ing with Laila and Majnoon, to en-
hance the idea of the desert and give
it more texture. Within that tradition
is the whole tradition of minjature
painting. 1 saw a painting ol
Majnoon's father in the wilderness,
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where he is consoling his son. And
then I've seen other miniatures. Those
images, combined with the reading of
the memoirs of Jahangir, recall cer-
tain shapes and intricate designs. He
talks ahout seeing, in a jungle, a fight
between a spider and a cobra, and
the spider kills the cobra by sit-
ting on the head of the cobra
and digging its legs in. Thus the
calligraphy of coils.

"Generations of snowmen on my back.”
Y

1 approached the poem "Snowmen®,
from which these lines are taken as
an immediate sensuous apprehen-
sion. It was later that [ thought of its
feminist implications. There are two
things hidden in that poem. Oneis a
poem by Wallace Stevens called "The
Snowmen". Il you read it you won't
see the connection but it is there [or
me. The other is a scene that has
haunted me for a long time from
Wuthering Heights. The narraior is
staying at Heathclilf's house because
there has been a terrible storm and
the ghost of Katherine knocks on the
window. She says, "I'm cold. Let me
in". He opens the window and the
glass breaks somehow. He takes the
hand of the ghost and ruhs it against
the glass and there is blood. It's an
amazing scene. Talk about magical
realism. People think ahout that novel
and they want neat answers.
[Bronte's] whole enterprise is that
there are no neat answers. But to pro-
vide you with a neat answer: I'm
thinking about my ancestry and the
lost women in this ancestry who we
never hear about. I know everything
about my father, his father, his father's
father and so on for nine generations.
But I knew nothing before my grand-
mother. So I'm trying to find these lost
women. These are difficult questions,
there are no neat answers. You can
have a feminist construct when you
read that poem,

"Once again my hands are empiy/l am
waiting alone at Purana Qila"

The emptiness of hands can refer, ol
course, to the empty hands of a lover,
so you have the love idea. An empty
hand is also a hand that has no money.
At the end of the poem the narvator

has nothing. The poem moves
through a series of losses. He [the nar-
rator| runs into an old friend at a bus
station and he has uo money lor the
bus, and there is a policeman who
says, "Where is your ticket? You are
being illegal".

There is an incident from my lile
hehind this story. In New Delhi there
were a lot of inspections going on
because many people were getting on
and ofl huses without paying, One day
[ was on the hus and a friend ol mine
said, "Shahid don't huy a ticket I'lLbuy
your ticket”. When 1 stepped off the
bus this inspector demanded to see
the ticket. We checked with
my friend. He had not hought my
ticket yet.

They took me to a police van
nearby. [ was very upset because 1
have never cheated in this regard. I've
cheated in other regards but never
this. That is also somewhere [in this
poem]. You know all these things al-
fect you. But that's neither here nor
there because in the end you want the
poem Lo survive on its own merits on
the page. At the end of the poem the
narrator has lost his friend again, he
is without money and the empty
hands are a symbol of sheer helpless-
ness. The ultimate irony is that the
heggar women with their children
are giving him money. They are pity-
ing him.

"Each ray of sunshine is seven min-

utes old/so when I look at the sky 1
see the Past?"
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I was in New York City and the boy-
friend of a friend of mine, a Physics
student from Belgium, mentioned the
fact that cach ray of sunshine is seven
minutes old. He also said that heing a
poet is a bit like heing a parasite,
you're always listening and gathering
things. [t was such a fascinating con-
cept. Tsaid: "Do you mean 'm always
looking into the past?” That led me
10 this poemn, "Snow on the Desert”.

It has many things geing en in it
the Arizona landscape. the departure
of my sister by air, and the sight of
the morning. 1t having snowed in
Tucson the night of the departure, all
the desert covered in snow was very
eerie and strange and heautiful. There
is a kind of ecological concern in that
poem: the death of oceans,
the death of tribes, as well as
other concerns: the departure
of my sister, the death of the
singer Begum Akhtar. Tong
ago in Delhi, 1 heard Begum
Akhtar very olten. In one par-
ticular case there was a power
failure. The lights went out
and therc was absolute si-
lence. The microphene was
also dead. It was an outdoor
concert and [or a minute or
two the voice was coming
from very lar away, an echo.
Andin that echo T heard, with
such clarity, something amazing that
she used 10 do with her voice. Just
haunting,

When | saw the snow [ was driv-
ing in the fog and then, suddenly, 1
was in this blinding sunlight. After [
dropped off [my sister at the airport]
I came right hack and was again in
that fog. Tt was a fog that was very
neatly dividing the city. That's why the
line, "the sliding doors ol the fog".
That moment was so unique. | In writ-
ing a poem] there is always the ques-
tion of metaphor and simile, so what
could 1 compare {this moment] to? 1
thought that it could only be com-
pared to another [incomparable]
moment. Two moments juxtaposed to
show that neither can be compared
to the other or anything else. But that
juxtaposition creates a kind of trans-
lation, a kind of a crossover. The mo-
ment of Begum Akhtar's had stayed
with me for over 10 years, and it was
50 many years later that T found the

®
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right moment to introduce it into
a poem.

"A city being brought to memory by
the rain"

Rain has had a profound impact on
me, as I'm sure it has had on many
people. My mother is from Lucknow.
Kashmir, as one of my poems says,
has four clearly defined seasons. They
truly have a threc months' winter. a
threc-menth spring, summer and au-
tumn. On the first of September you
can really sense a nip in the air. You
can start to see the etements of
change, that autumn is coming.

1 had heard alot of classical ragas
that revolve around the monsoons.

When 1 would hear these ragas and
my mother weuld talk about the mon-
soons, and the romance of it, I had
ne way of knowing what that was
about. That the rain [could he] stch
apositive feature, that people long for
the rain to cool the atmosphere, and
that that's the season lovers can't bear
separation. Also this ineredible mu-
sic, these ragas that deal with the
MONSOOTS.

We have rain in Kashmir, which
sometimes leads to [loods, but it does
not have quite the same [eeling as rain
in Dclhi has. When [ went to Delhi
{for the first time in summer, in July,
and 1 saw these rains, 1 [saw] a very
romantic season and could see why
you would want to be in the arms ol
your lover. Then when [ went to Ari-
zona there was this flood. 1 arrived
and there was rain lor two weeks, [t
was unusual in the desert and they
called it monsoons. There were some
deaths that occurred during that time.

When 1 was putting this book to-
gether, 1 had this image of three
women. | had this painting someone
had given me which had these three
women of the desert hotding chili
peppers. The idea of three women,
three sisters, seems so central to vari-
ous myths. Strangely enough [ haven't
found it in Hindu myth. You have it
in Greek, in Scandinavian myth, vou
have it in Chekhov and Shakespeare
and so om.

The concept of the trinity occurs
in s¢ many cultures. Rushdie's Shame
has it, but he surely got it from West-
ern mvih. He Pakistanised or
Indianised it. The three sisters, when
asked "Who's my father?” by the child
they have raised, assume the shape of
the three monkeys: see
no evil, speak no evil,
and hear no evil. Won-
derfully [unny stufl. At
a personal level the rain
brings so much
memory hack 1o me, es-
pecially of some very
important love relation-
ships [ have had. The
rain is also very impor-
tant culwrally, mythi-
cally, anthropologically,
ecologically. Tt is the
rain that brings a city
back to memory, and
makes it memorable, and thesc three
women are the preservers of memory.

The lines above are taken, in that or-

der, from the following poems:

1. "In Search of Evanescence" (A

Nostalgist’s Map of America, WW.

Norton Company, New York,

1991)

"From Another Desert” ANMA

3. "Snowmen" (The Half-Inch
Himalayas, Weslyan University
Press, Hanover, 1987)

4. "I Dream It's Afternoon When [
Return to Delhi” THHI

5. "Smow on the Desert” ANMA

6. "Desert Landscape” ANMAA

b

R. Ansari is a scholar with the Centre
for the Study of Developing Societies in
Dethi, working on a project on Partition
and Memory in Lahore, and Rajinder S,
Paul works for a literary magazine
published in Calgary, Canada.
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he rugged, unearthly beauty of the "Roof of the

world" and its rich Buddhist tradition has
captivated countless travelers down the centuries.
Now open to oulsiders, travel here is still restricted
and your "tour” has to be arranged by a local
operator. Nevertheless, a journcy to Tibet truly
surpasses one's wildest imagination.

Discover the grandeur of this mysterious land on our
fixed-date (or private) departures. We have the trip
to suit your time & interests, from the classic 4-day
fly-in-out tour of the Forbidden City toa 2 12 week
trans-Himalayan mountain bike journey from Lhasa

to Kathmandu, Our partnership with quality
operators in Tibet ensures hassle-free travel and an
unforgettable experience. Explore the remote, exotic
corners of this fascinating country on our unique
itineraries -- the magnificent Namtso Bird Sanctuary,
Namche Barwa and the holy Mt. Kailash & Lake
Manasarowar. Call, fax or e-mail us for more
information or faxed literature.

—
Wayfarers Pvt. Ltd., WO\/fO rers —~ ®
PO Box 1209, Kathmandu. adventure travel Himalaya
e-mail: wayfarer@mos.com.np
Tek: (+977 1) 417 176, 229 110 Fax: 245 875

Can you afford to trek without a
PORTABLE ALTITUDE CHAMBER (PAC) ?

BARTLETT PTY LTD an Australian Com-
pany, wishes to announce a new product for
Mountain Safety. PAC is an effective means of
treating Altitude Mountain Sickness (AMS).

It can mean the difference between death and
survival in difficult situations. Its competitively
low cost (US$ 1,000 plus freight) means all
treks above 3000 metres, and all trips to Tibet/
Ladakh, can now afford this proven method of
reducing the risks of AMS.

Osden dincily from (e mamfaziaes
BARTLETT PTY LTD

International phone: 61 35 339 3103 International fax: 61 35 338 1241
Email: info@bartlett.net.au

L CAlA WORKS 230504,

"By far the best deal in the inexpensive range of hotels
Frommer's Nepal.

Kunsang's personal service matches four star
quality for a trusted and comfortable stay

Features:
— onadquiet lane, situated conveniently in the heart
of Thamel

— business and travel centre {¢-maii, fax, private
phones, trekking, rafting and safari)

— satellite TV, safety deposit, air-conditioning,
clevator and luggage storage

— bath-tubs with 24 hr. hot shower, roof top garden
and friendly staff

HOTEL EXCELSIOR (P) LTD
PO.BOX 9432, NARSINGH CAMP
THAMEL, KATHMANDU, NEPAL

Tel: 411566,220285. Fax: 977-1-410853
E-mail; excel@wlink.com.np




Reading the riot act

The how and why of mob violence in India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

lthough the end of the Cold War

is largely celebrated, there are
those in the Third World that seem
to miss it. Among them, it is perhaps
the parasites and the mafias - euphe-
mistically called the ruling elites -
who miss it the most, For, while it
lasted, the global batance of power
{and terror) was the focus of the
whole world's attention. Its end, how-
ever, brought into sharp [ocus the fact
that several Third World states had
systematically converted themselves
into killing tields through engincered
crowd violence and well-planned cth-
nic, sectarian, tribal and linguistic
persecutiens - facts that could no
longer be hidden.

The complex issues relating to
South Asian cthnic tragedies and
schemings have rarely received proper
study. This void has been filled, to a
great extent, by this remarkable study
by Stanley ]. Tambiah. Researching a
sensitive subject which demands in-
tellectual invelvement and detach-
ment from parechial affiliations is not
easy, but Leveling Crowds doesn't dis-
appoint,

Roots and riots

To begin with, unlike many who be-
gan writing on ethnicity because a
market for it developed in the post-
Cold War era, Tambiah did not jump
onto the bandwagon because the mar-
ket suddenly opened up. Author of
books such as Sri Lanka: Ethnic Frat-
ricide and the Dismantling of Democ-
racy and Buddhism Betrayed? Religion,
Politics and Vielence in Sri Lanka, the
writer has lived with the subject since
the formative years of his career as a
scholar, As he points out;

My exposure to ethnic conflict began
when as a person of Sri Lankan ori-
gin and with experience of life in that
country, the riots of 1983 there
touched and involved me personally
so directly and intensely that as an
insider us well as an anthropologist,
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I felt entitled and indeed compelled
to write my version and to make
evaluations and proposals, because
the people and events I was 'represent-
ing’ were not differently 'the other' but
intimately my own.

In June 1956, as a 27-year-old so-
cial scientist recently returned from
graduate studies in the United States,

TR Ly Leveling Crowds:

Ethnonationalist
Conllicts and
Collective Violence
in South Asia
[ by Stanley J. Tambiah
_"‘ Vistaar Publications,
New Delhi, 1996
395 pp, INR 450

MR IDREHT) 80
OUITVE VIOLING T JOUT At

SANLY b aman

rew'ewed by Syed?ik:mder Mebdi

Tambiah took a team of 33 students
(26 Sinhalesc and seven Tamils} to
conduct a survey ol some newly
settled colomies in Gal Ova Valley: The
team  was  caught  in  the
Sinhalese-Tamil riots of 1930 and
young Tambiah witnessed the begin-
ning ol a series of clashes hetween the
two communities culminating in the
explosion that was 1083, Soon after
returning from Gal Oya, Tambiah
wrote a report on the incident, which
is included in the book under review.
This itself is a remarkable picce, pro-
jecting his understanding of the dy-
namics of the "then still very nascent
and controllable" ethnic conflict in
Sri Lanka.

On the victim's behalf

Unlike many Scuth Asian scholars
working in South Asia or abroad,
whose reason and vision remain nar-
row and myopic, Tambiah is not
swayed hy petty parochialisms. Lev-
eling Crowds clearly suggests that he
is on the side of the victim, whether

Tamil or Sinhalese; Muslim, Hindu
or Sikh; Mohajir, Pathan, Sindhi
or Bihari.

The author has the ability to view
issues from a 'South Asian' rather than
(in his case) a 'Sri Lankan' perspec-
tive, He laments the [ailure of the vari-
ous laiths and their followers to
humanise South Asian socicties and
prevent the crowds from becoming
vultures. In fact, throughout his study,
Tambiah relers 1o the part played by
retigious revivals and peliticised reli-
gions in stoking ethnic conflicts and
collective violence. He forcefully con-
demns the use and abuse of religion
to perpetuate the culture of violence
and the penchant to shed hlood on
the pavements of Colombo, Bombay,
Delhi, Karachi and Lahore in the
name of religion and ethnicity.

Devcloped in the hackground of a
brilliant discourse on the ubiquity of
ethnic conflict, politicisation of
ethnicity, crisis of nation-state and rise
of ethnicity, and with the help of a
summing up on Le Bon's theorising
of the crowd {in Psychologie des
foules) and Emile Durkheim's Les
Formes elementaries de la vie religieuse:
Le Systeme totemigue en Australie,
Tambiah's study focuses primarily on
the phenomenon of civilian riots. Sev-
eral case studies are presented: the
1915 Sinhala Buddhist-Muslim riots
in Sri Lanka; two post-independence
ethnic riots in Sri Lanka; Sikh iden-
tity, separation and ecthnic conflict;
ethnic conllict in Pakistan; and India's
Hindu nationalism, the Ayedhya cam-
paign, and the Babri Masjid.

These studies discuss in detail the
hackground events fuelling maob fury
and provide vivid description of how
crowds get unruly and then murder-
ous. They also probe into the motives
of the many actors involved in the
seemingly abrupt eruption of moh
violence and attempt a comparative
discussion of the organisation and
engineering of collective violence in
different South Asian states.
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An iconographic pilgrimage

he Nepalese Caitya is an im

pressive volumne in the high tra-
dition of Bechert and Gomprich's The
World of Buddhism (1984). Only that,
here, the focus is much narrower, aim-
ing - as the subititle specifies - at the
study of "1500 years of Buddhist vo-
tive architecture in the Kathmandu
Valley".

When presenting books of this na-
ture, one of the first tasks of the re-
viewer is to ascertain whether the
publication is aimed at the scholarly
community or at the puhlic at large.
In this case, the target seems to he
mainly the former, but could also in-
clude that segment of the latter rhat
goes by the name of "learned reader-
ship”. Scholars with a particular in-
terest in Newar Buddhism and a still
more specific interest in the iconog-
raphy of the Buddhist temples in the
Kathmandu Valley, will surely refer to
this study for vears to come.

The writer is an architect with im-
pressive credentials, and one who
knows his Asia quite well. He started
off as a Buddhist monk in Burma
in 1962, studied architecture in =
Germany, wrote a thesis on Japa-
nese castle towns, and has
worked in Nepal and India as B
a conservation architect, His
endeavour is well comple-
mented hy hundreds of ex-
quisite drawings hy Bijay

Basukala, not to mention  {¥hpad,
; &

the numerous photo-
graphs (whose source is
unfortunately not men-
tioned}.

The two dedicated
and gifted scholars -
the writer and the
artist - have com-
hined their tal-
ents Lo pro-
duce amas- |

from the smallest niche to the widest
mandala of the Kathmandu Valley.
The author himself renders an ex-
traordinarily meticulous treatment to
each element of his study.

é weccins | The Nepalese
) Caitya
by Niels Gutschow
Lumbini
Internationa
Research Institute,
1997 (Unpriced)
328 pp

fgyieweaj 75)) George Sioris

Obviously, Gutschow does not
aim merely at an authentic but dry
classification of monumenits; the "cul-
tural context" of the caityas is also
deemed important for the compre-
hension of iconographic and related
issues. In this instance, one would do
well to pay attention to the short but
suhstantial foreword hy another
Newar Buddhism specialist, David
Gellner, as well as to the chapters on
caityas, rituals and the need for
funerary monuments.

This reviewer would especially

underline and endorse Gellner's re-
mark that much of this book *... has
heen inspired by [Svlvain] Levi's
notion that in the Kathmandu Val-
ley the coexistence of Hinduism
and Buddhism among the
Newars allows us to understand
something of the way rhese two
_religions coexisted in the late
first millennium in North
India." The motif of coex-
istence and tolerance is
one of the most strik-
ing facets of many pe-
riods of Asian reli-
Lacssasn  glous history

terly pre-
sentation
of caitvas

T Although the
area of survey is
the Kathmandu

(also

Valley, it is in-

chaityas),

i evitable that
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the Tibetan caitya types have also got
to he included, even peripherally, in
such a monograph. Thus the author
hriefly attends to them in the final
pages, which is appropriate as it es-
tablishes the unity of the Himalayan
world.

Occasionally, one detects some
confusion on the part of Gutschow
as to whether he is addressing the
"scholarly” or simply the "learned”
readership. The "Kot Massacre", for
example, may he known to the
scholar and many Nepalis as a mo-
ment of great hloodletting in the early
Rana period, hut not to orhers. Con-
versely, the hasic explanation of what
a Bodhisatva is would appear super-
[luous to the scholar, and perhaps
even to the 'learned’ reader.

Moreover, although there is a
comprehensive index, the main text
is inevitahly full of terms, some of
which may elude even scholars. Asno
author has an easy solution to offer
in similar cases, the reader should he
conscious at the outset that his/her
reading will require an additional ef-
fort and that it will not he light.

This reviewer happened Lo be as-
sociated with Nepal for many years
and has visired several of the sites de-
scrihed in this beok. He had also been
fortunate in meeting some of tbe
Newar specialists included in the bib-
liography. Retaining a vivid memory
of the unique atmosphere ol
Pashupatinath, by the Bagmati, where
Lile and Death mix so quietly, almost
harmoniously, and having goene
through the descriptions, drawings
and photos in Gutschow's volume,
the reviewer is overtaken hy a sincere
desire to return to the beautiful
Kathmandu Valley, carrying along this
hook as a precious guide to a unigue
iconographic pilgrimage.

G. Sioris, presently the Greek ambas-
sador to Japan, is President of the Asi-
datic Society.
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ust when you were telling

voursell how glad you were to
Subscrihe to a magazine that did not
cover the Erotic Escapades of Bill
and Monica...taraaaa...Surprise!
(Important Note To Parents: this
column is rated PG15.)

Bill Clinton must have been a
South Asian marsh crocodile in his
previous incarnation. How else do
you explain his capacity to mix up
right and wrong? Marsh crocodiles,
being pragmatic reptiles which
helieve in karma, deliherately keep
the lines blurred between good and
evil. They have to; it is part of their
survival strategy. They cannot say:
"That is a really cute water fowl

taking a drink in over yonder

oxhow lake, T will let it
continue on its winter migratory
route from Siberia and dine instead
on this tastetess hottom-feeding
mollusc.” If they were truly moral,
marsh crocodiles would be an
endangered species.

vedic scriptures promote this
ambiguity (All Is Nothing and
Nothing [s All) and lay down the
primordial Jaw that the powerful
can get away with whatever the hell
they please. Dharma, therefore, is
judged not in terms of ethics and
righteousness, but on whether or
not one carries OUt one's caste
duties. This leaves large grey areas,
that legitimise everything from
{ornication to genocide.

Military olfensives, which if they
were carried out today would land
the Pandava Brothers in a war
crimes tribunal of the International
Court of Justice in the Hague, are
OK. A Gangetic spiritual leader can
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get away with using a flying
monkey with a {flaming tail to
fircbomh a Lankan city. and then
drive his wife to self-immolation,
and that's OK too. Today's arsonists
and bride burners perhaps take
their cue from these role models.
No other religion gives its followers
so much leeway to deviate from the
straight and narrow,

Anyway, to get back to
Zippergate, we don't know if Billy
Boy has heen reading up on Hiudu-
ism but he seems to have developed
similarly elastic morals. This has
allowed him to perfect the art of
lubricating his business with
pleasure. Slick Willy can therefore
make love and war simultaneously,
while at the same time

tirelessly defend a
grateful Free World.
America doesn't care
who Bill unsheathes his sabre for, as
long as he is also rattling it.

But one has to marvel at how the
Mightiest Hominoid in the Universe
gets himself so deftly out of tight
corners. He smoked pot, but says he
didn't inhale. He dodged the draft,
but said he was pursuing a law
degree. He did it with Gennifer, but
says he didn't come. Monica gave
him a job, but he didn't have sex. |
may have mentioned this 1o you
before, but men (especially military
men and male political leaders)
follow an evolutionary inclination
towards territoriality,
status-conseiousness, and retaliating
against anyone who belitiles their
pawer or virility. When that
happens, Saddam tells weapons
inspectors to bugger off. What is so
different in the case of the com-
mander-in-chiel of the United States

i< that his first reaction 1s to hire a
couple of hundred new interns.
Snark snark.

But, seriously, primatologists
hawve observed the same behaviour
in mountain gorillas who literally
claw their way to become Alpha
Males and then, to maintain their
siature. have 1o exhibit extreme
sexual promiscuity, Lt's not just fun
and games for Numero Uno; he has
to sweal for it. Now, we don't know
whether Saddam also keeps interns
in his palaces, but you can be sure il
they are there they're not getting
billiard lessons from the Great
Leader. Tt can be told: Saddam was
more worried UN inspectors would
find his swmmer volunteers than
his weapons of mass destruction.

I wish we in South Asia had

macho leaders like Saddam and
Bill: leaders who can keep the
Mexican President Ernesto
Zedillo waiting in the lobhy while
they button up in the Qval Otlice,
and in the next instant contem-
plate a Tomahawk attack on
Saddam's hilliard reom.

Despite all that, Billy Goat
definitely has the right fundas. Our
leaders have neither the fundas nor
the balls. Our leaders don't dare
cheat on their wives, so they cheat
their people instead, And they will
go to any lengths 1o loot, even
stealing food meant for cows and
buffaloes in Bihar. In fact, it may be
a good idea if our leaders started
fooling around more, sowed their
wild oats, and then just mavbe,
their interest in kickhacks would
suffer a sethack.

That may be easy enough for me
to say, but difficult to implement.
Sita Ram Kesri. Why is it that [ can't
imaginc him ever keeping the
Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo
waiting in the lobhy? Ot some
among us who have so
many wives that they
have no need for
interns.
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