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\ Achimota Coﬂeﬂe,
(D\ Q—’"‘ &-@w/ A ;?5 da. ﬂ)”\ccf‘vu!1
\)\'/ ' Gold Coast
\/ /_i:ﬂam of bivih: [

”Embn‘e _or 'Commoﬂweoll’rh“ how have these iwo terms come

fo_be dpplied 1o the King's Realms, and what is their significance
and _difference 7
The Dritish Empire of foday is different from all
ohers; “it bears no redl resemblance to amy other political organisation
which mow exists or has ever been fried .... for free institutions
are its life-blood; free co-operation its instrument® — It is not an
efipire in the ‘old’ sense at all.  Truly had the Prime  Minister, Mrn
Baldwin  said: 7 Empires of old were created by wilitary conquest,
and sustained by wilitary domindfion. Our Empire is so different
from these that we must give e word ‘Empire’ o new name, or
use, instedd of it, te title ‘Comdmonwedifh’'”™ — We are daccustomed to
referring to it das “he Empire on which the sun mever sets” and as
“he greatest Empire the world has ever seen,” without realising
fully what fhese statements olefud“H mean. The DBritish Commonwealth
& Nailons is divided into :- (@) The Self- doverning  Dominions (& The
Crown  Colonies which ave of many kinds | and @ India, which is in
a class by itself. — Modem demomdc& dppreciates the reality of

5 meDGi Jﬂd e hﬂmbﬂiiam SF d ma]ﬁa ]\iﬂ"jc;"‘.if, makes TC"‘ ‘umh'lj.

The Words 'lim\a'm} and ’qu‘w;ia‘.isvn‘ have been 5o looseJH and
so inc.owe,c.ﬂﬂ used That ‘Fneﬂ have acquimd with many \oeaPle, 4 bad connotation,
The word 'h'm\oh‘e‘ may be, raﬁﬂ:dle,al ds a\ala'lain.j to the whole of e King's

Realms , while ‘Commonwealth’ is resticted to an association within the
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Empire ,  comprising  the United Kinsdom, the  self- doverning ])ovnini,om, and
sometimes, India. less often, 'EmPifJ is taken T denote a part of an all-
inclusive  Comwonweadlth | which mmlsrise.s the.  United Kinﬂdom,aﬂd its Aef:endendea.
~There are two main types of lm\oerio\iism: Prussian and Anti-
Prussian. The former is based on racidl pride. It is indifferent o fhe
auﬁ"er{nss of oters so long ds The.g serve its own ends. Modem @amcna
not only wmanifests  Imperialism of his kind, but is the produet of it. Anti-
Russian Imperialism ldys siress not only on the duties of man, but on his
tights alse, and believes that seciety wil be most happy and prosperous if
there is the least inferforence with what it desuribes as its natweal laws.
Ne one can speak sumss&“g on the word 'Emyinf without
quoting once move the much-quoted words of the  Greek qﬁ‘ranf, ” 1 have

remarked aﬂain and a\aau'n that a4 alemocmmi caumot  manade an

Em\o'rte: The one great Empive of old was the Koman Empive,
and makinj their EmFiT&, the Reomans substituted for aiemocxacg
a  military Aes‘oo-ﬁsm, And 5&1? there was much more in te TRoman
Empire than mere miiitm3 ale-sruﬁsm_ n  the sPhere. of local self-
government, and in admission o cifizenship, Reman policy was fiberal to a degree,

In what sense is the PBritish fmr:i‘re, a  new Emrim‘?
The Joss of fhe old North  American Colonies closed a Chd‘b‘f?! in
fhe his’er of e British Emfsim] and Wit the bejiwninj of
Queen  Victorids Teign and Lerd Durham’s mission fo Canada,
a4 Mew c,haFTex was .:aTw_xr\e,c;{J in which self- 3overnmen‘|' for  these
colonies  which are now sTHIul Domiviens became a !wdiﬂﬁ
feature in  British colonial policy , a whelly new fype  of
'ﬁm?‘n& b emﬂ There.bH creafed.

It s custemary o say that the PBritish Em?im grew UTD
m a ha,?hqz.cu‘ol way, m’fmdiﬂs here. and e;xrmcii\r1\aj there a.o_cewlinf!

da oFmeniﬁea offtred in warfare or b.n.rd«nininq with efher nations
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in exP!oiTaﬁon and in caio'ni.aclﬁo‘ﬂ. The Dr_iﬁsh EmPim i5 the most
vqriaja'rea{ Imrlm fhat has beem seen or heard of ihrouﬂhou‘l'

e fistery  of mankind.  “You may  find in it,” says Sir. Charles Lucas
,”everH sam}olc of climafe, Proo\ucfr, race colour = law, 1::m3uaﬂe., religion,
constitution.  If you want wiformity, qo o Germany : it is made there.
B you want liversity go to the  Brifish Empire | it grows there, by
itsef* | am of opinion  fhat 4 unfferm  system cannet be Fmalucp.ai
without  much h*rmking and ulomoh'ﬂj in  the process and without vielent
chandes. We wmust bear in mind that the American War of
lnde\oenalcnca was fhe outceme of a disastrous affempt i apply
uniform  freatment o diverse conditions g and © freat as aie,f:walcn-
ces  colonies  which were not dc.f)mdencjca.

Some parte o e  Drifish I‘m}:’ne. were qou‘uhe.d in  dhe
name  of e  Grown, by people who went out fom  the  British Empire
and  tosk loasse«ssioﬂ of ferriforics which were cithey wiinhabited | o aﬂouuui
o e worth te effort of cmquest. Seme were acquired by cession
feom  ofher 'Euro?wn Fowers .  Sometimes 'larse termtories | such as the
Northern  Temmtories of #e  Gold (ast, were seized  as it was Tound
out  that ftheir Faciﬁicaﬁrm was essenfial o  fhe W‘B of  the .brin'snl
seflers . Other  ferrifories | such as - Sierva leone on he  West Coast of |
Africd, came under e rm‘iwﬁnn of fhe Crown at e request of
e inhabitants. Stil efher termitories were accru_li-red becayse of thar
s*m‘tecjic value for mm?le.: Gibraltar,

]

The form  of ﬂovemmmi' n  each Pcm‘ o} the Empire
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Je.‘:e.nals wpon  a considerable  number of facters | such as the size
o the 1(;!110?3, its  stratedic ‘anmffmmu_’ the: conceniration of Iu.mre.an k.
or other diyilised FP‘OF‘%’ and the accidenfs of hia%mls_ The Jorms
of ijnmeﬂ‘I’ rande from autocratic  rule of a4  Governor, as e;;f)a{mcsd
® s in some paris of Africa, fo C»m]nieﬁ& aufonomy  wnder 4 system
of ﬁllﬂ TMPoﬂaiblt, government  as in the  Dominiens and the United
F\injaiom, Betwean these extremes are instifutions of government in
which the people are nrvesm’reol by nominated wmembers. Here  in the Gold
Coast, the Governor is assisted by a  Counal composed enfirely  of officials,
both natives and Luropeans.  But in other counfies —such ds ndia,
Ceyflon | and  Southern  Rhodesid , there are varying Jeﬂrees ot msinmsibie_
jovunmmi',

It has  been offen said fhat in time of peace | German
compefiion and  presswre from Mo Dominions combine to extend  ihe
Pritish I‘.m‘pi're,l bﬂ mmpalli‘nj many of the, rveluctant Brifish Governmerds
jo move jorward. The Fra«smt war is enly the terrible climax of tis
competition; and, unless  Gormawy secmres d dedsive vichry, which, by the
way , is  very Aoubt ful ,mot o say imrossib}% e  British }'_m?i-re. is
likely 4o gqrow again; in fack, it is growing alre,aa[:jl

The waintenance of freedom , as 'freedom can be under-
stood oy the human be.inﬂs who inhabit each Faxﬁmlar niche in the
Drifish: Ewpire , is characteristic of fhe whole Em\oim. “This is the
new Em?im: says Sir Lucas ”MPmc»dm'raol n_ kind, and nw\y
f\ﬂ%f{ll‘\dil&d. W is like a 3i<jrmﬁa jis-saw Puzzlai m  which
new Fie»%s are L--:'tﬂs enns‘rcmﬂg inserted . The Fie.ce..s are  of
difforent  sizes shapes and mlowrs’ but  they all it n some-
how, and make an intelligible whole — one large map of LBERTY."

Seme. Fe.oi:ﬂa whe  love iibe.rf:j dislike  the word 'Em'f)i're.‘_
Te To me, it seems too mili‘raxﬂ and desreﬁc to  suit  the
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relation of a Mo'ihu-—muntrﬂ Yo colonies. And the Brifish ﬁmFi're., as it -

stands 'hwla:j , is such aq c.nm‘o'le.x organization fhat a suitable name
must be diven 4o it | say fthis, because ’T:m]nim‘ has been djiven
an _inapprepriafe meaning by e tyranny of some of  the -miiifar}j
powers on fhe  confinent  of I‘u.roioe,_ Twrkish  congeries of nafions
let us mmFm it to the United States of America , and  fhese
whe  foil fo see fhat it has been wm'naiy, ermebfres] | e clmasiﬁe.d)
concjude  that the  British Em?‘ma, is af foult, Adain, by confrasting
te  British Dmpire  wilh tfhose o fermer days, when empire. meant

" conquest by foree unwiling  sublect nadiors , and the e.xFloi'mﬁcm of the
conguered b3 fhe cnnquumrs;’ we  may make a wmistake as B the
me aning of' "E'amf’i”-‘f When | say a more suitable name must be
given o te Dritish Em?ire., I de net %ﬁ-ae.‘r‘ heweyer ,  that  “in
Dritich F\rqcﬁc&, 'EmPin.“ is an honourable name which we must
net be ashamed to use ‘Commonwealth of Natiens is & mewer >
and in  seme ways | a beffer name . out the British Empim
ond the British Commonwealth are onme and the same Thi“ﬂ-

| The achial choice of werds i some cases, will be
Aefermined si'm,oi-}j bl'j a mgcu-d for ii’rermH ’félicifﬂ_ Astor make.sl
it clear n "The Brifish Em\oim.‘i Pub]ishwi 63 e Council of the
Y\oja.l Institute o' International Affwirs  that # 'Emkoim‘ is  used
when  the idea fo be called wp B that of the group of couniries,
as a whole , withowt reRrence M the Foli’rica} arficdations  within it,

and ' Commonwealth' js wused, when altention is t be drawn o
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the relation o ‘free  assocfation' that subsists bd}wam the  self-

deverning  couniries , with  their respective ole.]owo\emie.s , of which dhe
_3Touf is comFose.aL ’
, The  British  Commonwealth | as it exists T'miqﬁ) is the
product , in e first place | of a contury of Pe,.qc.g:ﬂd. tﬂ'ruwﬁl ﬂﬂer!
he  downfall of Nc:rule.on, and swnany , o @ fremendous blaze |
of  public s)aifi’r an Fah-ioﬁsm during He  Great War. In 1315
-Naf)c\eon was overthrown in the decisive  baffle of Waderloe. A \o‘nj-
enduring  peace  ensued undil 1904 This century o Peace jrom
136 fo 1914 wilnessed  the jmwfft of the, Brifish Embire, | and
fhe beejim\'mﬂ of ifs tronstrmation ik the Commenywealth of Nations.
The. j'mwﬂL of' the Commonwealth has meant one
dF he. fnllc'wmj chandes : @ fthe abolition of the Slave Trade MO(
the waste ef life it er caused | as ga&\uenwud in_ WNest Africa,
® te exteoumﬂins of  backward \FmF]bs o take an inferest in

their  own ﬂo\"am,merdJ ond @ fthe Pe.orlmﬂ of mfzfy |ands 'bH

industrious  eolonists ,
_ The one  diffientt ffoblem of e  Commponwealth was |
that of TPoreign Affairs. Seme yules, therefore, have been laid
down which are meant T combine 'freedem  ef the sef,cua]"e.
nafions. Nene of the nations of fhe Commonwealh con take any |
sfeps which might 'mvoive._ ol fhe ofhers in any eb]iﬂa.‘h'eﬂs
without  fheir wilii'nﬂﬂess, The desire 1o KQP.f the,  Componwealth :
unted  wokes f certain  that  we member nafion will qe e
War unless ifs cause s  so \gus'f that fhe ofier nations of
the  Commenwealth will J'oiﬂ it

It is net easy o define. wherein a  Commonwealth
leonsists. A Commonwealh camnet eyjst amend ?u?l& whese

qovernment defwlds upon unjue.sﬁmjnj obedience B m_dhtrri’(y,
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NhE-iher it is  secured ba Texroism ms,:l‘red .b y arme,o{ foree. | “or
bB the seduleus madcation mic e outﬁe.c’rs that discbedience.

s impious and wicked® Ner can it exst among  people
wjmmd on  the pr{-mj'f:l% of limited iiabiliﬁj1 on fhe bases that
;f,eeie-iﬂ is W\Eil"i‘llj o makeshift for (mn‘mﬂinj be,nbla A Cowmon - |
weallh bases ifts communal life en the bT‘l\]fJbI& that every
cifizen has oan  unlimifed JIITH of hE-lFmtj e.‘eemJ cfh(r cifizen | that
it exists © waintain or promote se,lf-jnvewme.n’f amend ifs
;Pe_nP‘les) and that the sc»cir.-'pj it fosters  will be ‘1‘1‘{,“ if its
members are 30?&1‘?19.0' b}j the law of love.

The methods oF e Em?m Commonpealth ore these
af cauhon and comwon sense , te ideals of freedom and ‘numam'fy —
different. indeed from  those pmm8&4 T the werld bﬂ Hitlers Rejch
The. purposs of the British Commonweath s premote the
Huel pment of ifs members, “h is the amdmj denic]  of the
E’fw'.'n docirines  which  have caused the devastation of ium!ae."‘ says
Kexr. If f#ie Brtish Commonweslth were o break up, History would |
rebeat ffselt, as H would be the greatest camity which could
:be_.{a_ﬂ wankind. Under the PmTeca‘ion of _its_ laws . we o Iivb\

peace it 3uara.n1‘ees i) every individual  of whatexer race |
or oolowr | an equal liberty  before te law. s  whele
purPcse. i5 o emsure that exery citizen may lead the freest
éiif&_ 1t promises  mof oniy de qovernment, o all | owt
;}e.\re.hiuﬂ-] self- government.
|
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_ Im a Commenwealth so diverse n its natural regions and |’
;i:rrm:lm:ﬁ'sJ and so  full of orJFm’ru_w.iﬁe.s and reseurces of all kinds |
it is  ne  wonder that  some e.o‘oie. look - Rrward b the
a!qH when the Em?lm will be self- suPthnﬂ as indeed it wahj
be, if it were so arjwused On  the ofher hond , fhere ore
those  whe remind us that while it is vight for the Embpire
nations o held intercourse and trade. as much as rmsslb
with each ofher  we wmust net {?in-aef that in  these wmedern
days we are cifizens of the world as well as citizens ef
e, fmFiTe.. :
We cught b be !orouol when we rvefer B the Bﬁh‘sh,;
_ﬁmrire, as  "the fcu*—ﬂunﬂ‘ Commcmwe_a_lﬁl‘: because if it were—not |
pwrpese  were  net o promofe. fhe  development  of ifs members i
mignt  net  have __qusg&_s_&_i_f' Jands in every  climafic zone. |
]Ewrg sociei}j must have a head o call uponifs
members o do fheir work and wa.FresenT them al in the bersen
, fhis
_}e)frasenfaﬁve‘ is  te ij}. caled t  this Fasiﬁo'n b5 Togq.l
b, I 5 diffienlt B l'm,aﬂine. how the: British EmPir‘m could
have —an cleeted  president —oven if it wished. f Souh Affica |
admired  some public man  he mjﬂht be  wnknewn in India
or disliked in  Canada. Soewe P@FI& may ask  # thﬂ do we

of one man on ﬂre.a.’r esccasions, m  the  Brifish f‘mFlm

have a Kfnj oy all 7 wha showld we. net have a mfmb“ccul
form of Snmnmﬁ 7% e werds "Monarchy® " and 'Ke_Pu,blic.‘ stand for |
Hrms 3awnmw and wnet for 3°{remmeﬂ-’r itself. As owr fmd
Pe?e. WiSe.I3 vemarked — /
" For forms o jﬂ'vmw let foels  contest !
Thot which is best adwisistered is best. }
The Kimﬁ cannet O Pre.sm’t in al the Dominions at the
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'some. fime - and wo one com — and so s mfwesmte,d b:.j Governors,

EH& himselt “*akes an active interest in exery qgibe.c.t of national life |
i charifable work , in.research and education | im the Amy,  the
.Nmni, and fthe Air  Torce = in exhiditions of indushria] arts and era’ﬁa}
and in ol kinds of sports. And se  hs subjects feel a
fPer.sonaJ \BHa.ITS tn him. W s ths  which has insPiﬁwl dovern~— |
ment officials of the, colonies fo bass on their sentiment of I'HQHH-
o thase  under them  with whase welfaure Thud are  onfrusted
|And  the Kindg, b:i visi"r&j .bvvi, messades b‘J fhe lws*n'rzr; which he
sgm‘cn\is&s) G\.n:i fhe he,[jb and mcmuajemm‘; he. is a\wqﬂs anxious |
o dive, has OFFQ’L‘;?LO{ o{im_‘ﬁrﬁ‘g B the imqﬁhux'rim of his subjects
fiuroud hout the Empire, and has thus Jeztnnw\ eir  loyalty b him,
A S Phi‘.i? Gibbs  w n'skth‘.i Puds it, "Just a5 the jmt Aunaw'c.
of the Chrigtian re.iiﬂ'm s  dewlien 1t a Central Fawe s is e
most  effectual  driving  power and  unifying influence o an  Empire
ihnmd o consist  In unswuvinﬂ ql\eﬂimm o a Central ﬁzrsonaiiTg.’“
and  this  Central Permnali‘fﬁ s the Kinﬂ,

The T.m‘aire.l Hhen, 18 an asseciation of PebFIE.S as wel as
of countries. There may be wuch T divide these fu.?les. Race |
landuade , law, veligion,  [iferatwre ,  gesgraphical ?ns'tﬁonj cimate and |
eemmomic, inferests may  tend fo Sefmmie them . But  other aafae.ds
o) frese dfacdjers  wil serve b draw e Fu‘;\e,s of the rmFim
;hnadher, and establish ameng flem  a communify of ideals and
ais . Theodore  Reosewelt | a famous Fresident of the Ynited States
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In‘F America  once said: * | have, the keenest sﬁwf’hu SHmF&M with
e spread of the Prifish Fm pire., and | have that sBmPa’th
because and so long os the spread of that vule means benefit
o the TJEDFIRJ owrr whom it 309.3.“ |
¥ e Empire. s fo ctist continue  as @ PQli_ﬁmf. %@Jﬁ&ﬂﬁ.
_i‘\T oujlvd' o be based on senfiment and the Pemm&xﬁw of democracy |
and h‘bu’IH. The wmost im?oﬂ‘md' of fhese & mudual and wmaterial aduoa!‘aﬁi’-«,.
i‘Eﬂ‘ if s Lmlide that o member o the Commonwealth weuld, in fhe
long vun, sacdfice its  vital ecoonomic and pelifical interests  eut of
wﬁand oy the idead of uﬂb& .
_ Te werds o Sir Phl'li? Gibbs may Suihxb|5 end s
eosay : “ The \mpuio.liem of e fllwe wust be wmore universal in
s ocutlek  than e Iszn‘alism of fhe Fas‘l' hos been. It must Fruce.o.ci _

.alang e, lines  that  wil mean ﬂlg__ht&ﬂk_iﬂg_ down  of all narew ;

barvers and distinctions. J+ will be based U-I?an m-of)ara.ﬁnn_ Its
emblems  will be the h‘udinnge.ssd ond all these instruments and

_oﬂeneies which tend ® make te wWhele werld one. fte Pn‘m,e. metive.
ond inspiradion Wil be e basic Twlt‘hj of humankinds essential onene_ss_.“;,

isk_of _éooks _aomsu/ftd.

1. e Prctish  Emfiire -63 ol |
a‘fff St Feistory of e Brlsh Acmmenneallh 4y Muin | |

3. | % E‘m}\y\m and  fo Fulire. (F seses of Infercal Lhadis Loelines|
delivered . m TRe Ztmersx.'ljz of  dLondon)

4| R Gosk o The wum/@mmmaﬁﬁt /ﬁv 7’ WZZ&M

5| e Exfanaion 7{ /%a?fu.at ? j A. gee/&.}/

RCSEC1941AEP_010
© Royal Commonwealth Society

|
1





