








Vajra (literally--flash of
lighting), is an artists'
condominium, a transit
home for many,
providing a base during
months of hibernation
and creative inspiration.
Its isolation, graphic
splendour and peaceful
ambience, make an
ideal retreat from the
clock of pressure.
Ketaki Sheth
Inside Outside

| stayed a week at the
Vajra, by which time |
had become so fond of
it that | stayed another.
John Collee
The London Observer

Swayambhu, Dallu Bijyaswori, PO Box 1084, Kathmandu
Phane 271545, 272719 Fax 977 1 271695




Trendy Retro-Ethnocentrism

Sigrun Eide Odegaard has raised an
interesting topic for discussion on the
specific group called "travellers” (May/
June 1997}, As reflective travellers,
however, we [eel misrepresented by her _
article. Qur main points of
contention are with the
generalisations she makes,
the distinctions between
tounsts and travellers, and {
the multiplicities of con- /
structing the "authentic”.

We [ound the applica-
tion of traits such as "filthily
dressed", "miserly", and
"naively orientalist” to all
who travel on a limited
budget to be ethnographi-
cally unsound. Trendy retro-ethnocen-
trism qualifies Westerners to "bash® other
Westerners.

Travellers are not a homogenous
group: men and women of varying ages
and nationalities obviously embody
diverse characteristics. True, we have
encountered the “neo-colonialist” traveller
who brags about having "done" a country,
often meaning little more than hitting the
highlighted points in the Lonely Planet
guidebook. But we have also met intelli-
gent people who have deeper interests in
a place stemming from prior studies or
personal background.

Despite Ms Odegaard's simplistic
attermnpt to tear away the distinction
between "travellers" and "tourists", they
do constitute different groups. Usually,
monetary and time budgets define this
distinction and thus lead to different
experiences of a place.

The Lonely Planet guide to travels on
a "shoestring" caters to those who simply
do not have the money to aftord expen-
sive accommodation, especially if travel-
ling for an extended period of time.
"Traveilers" land in a place with litile
more than a guidebook which points out
areas where cheap accommodation can be
found. "Tounsts", on the other hand, have
limited time and larger budgets; therefore,
travel itineraries, often organised as group
tours, are prepared in advance to
maximise the amount ol sights "seen" in a
place. Tourists do not want o use
precious time deliberating on where to
spend the night, while travellers accept
this as part of the routine.

Places like Kathmandu's tourist area,
Thamel, exist in many major Asian cities.
These locales are loaded with guest
houses and cheap restaurants and are
testimony to the existence of a traveller
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culture. The conformity of the menus and
prices reflect a complex interplay between
what many travellers like and what local
restauranteurs believe Westemers want.
Because a large vanety of Western foods
now exist in these cheap restaurants, a
traveller has overwhelming
choices of local versions of
] such foods.
P Strikingly, many of
el Thamel's restaurants offer
— only one option of 'native'
, cuisine expensively priced
- under the homogenising
Ik title "Nepali food". This

N

+! xenophaobic palates of

travellers as alluded to by
Ms Odegaard, but as a cyclical evolution
of local perceptions of what Westerners
want and the traveller's choice of a
Western meal on a predominantly
Western menu.

Our final point addresses authenticity
as a 'contested zone’ among Westerners in
a foreign land. Travellers who believe that
they are getting a more real-life local
experience than tourists are splitting
hairs. Neither groups could or should
consider themselves pioneers in a place —
the packaged tours and the Lonely Planet
guidebook itself are evidence that the path
has been trodden.

However, it needs to be recognised
that a traveller's ideas of what encompass
an authentic travel experience will differ
from an 'authenticity' sought by the
anthropologist. The experience of
travelling at one's own pace via local
transportation, meeting other travellers,
and "seeing the sights” is what often
makes up the core of a traveller's experi-
ence. How much one wishes to learn
about the culture or history is up to the
individual. On the other hand, an
anthrepologist might spend a few years
establishing relationships in order to
understand a local perception. But
anthropologists themselves realise the
problematic nature of searching and
creating a single "authentic Other".

We do not think that travellers are
really guilty of not seeing "the countries as
they exist", as Ms Qdegaard suggests.

Alysia Han, Morgan Schwartz
Raleigh, North Carolina

Food for Mind and Body

Since a few misunderstandings have
occurred in the editing of the letter 1
entrusted to the *Mail" Section (July/
August 1997), bearing a direct relation to

the nature of our Lord Gautam Buddha's
teachings, please publish the following
explanatory note.

Your commentary "Buddhism on the
Mainland” (May/June 1997) menticns a
"nopulaticn seeking some spiritual
sustenance”. An inkling on the real nature
of the "sustenance” you refer to is there-
fore required.

The immense and ever-growing
annals on Buddhism are remarkable for
their all-pervading silence about anis —
Tibetan Buddhist nuns, While literature
about anis is rare and incomplete,
Buddhist literature signed hy anis is
non-existent. Anis are also similarly
absent in the celebrated pantheon of
monks, lamas, Dalai Lamas and col-
leagues, seekers on "the Path to Enlight-
enment”.

Those who do research and are
sustained by the teachings of our Guru
should not only speak in defence of
human rights but, at the same time, also
in His name, effectively work [or the re-
establishment of Gautam Buddha's
onginal Sangha.

In the times of Arhat Buddhism,
originally established by our Lord Gautam
Buddha, Buddhist nuns attained the paths
to enlightenment. This has been histori-
cally recorded. However, for nearly one
thousand years till the present day, the
Dalai Lama caste, originally established by
tamas, has excluded women ~ Buddhist
Nuns ~ from investigating the paths of
education, intellectual reasoning and
teaching.

+ The practical instructions by the
Dalai Lamas have always been taken as
exclusively the privilege of lamas. During
the past thousand years, the larger
population seeking "sustenance” was
traditionally relegated to poor schools,
originally established by anonymous,
self-sacrificing lay' Buddhists who,
full of compassion for the masses,
managed, one way or the other, to teach
people haw to read and write. As for anis,
till the present time, many remain
illiterate.

According to our Beloved Teacher,
Arhat Mauriya, right knowledge feeds
mind and thought, just as right {ood
nourishes brain and body. So, the food for
mind and body should also be the right of
the anis, together with specialised training
for the writing of Buddhist texts and the
teaching of lay Buddhist people. A clear
understanding of the Paths to Enlighten-
ment, sheltered under the original
teachings of Gautam Buddha 1s
absolutely necessary at present, because
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'The aroma of

KHARA

Soaltee Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza, Kathmandu
presents awe inspiring culinary traditions of India’s
Northwest Frontier at its best.

A team of master chefs, create culinary magic for
lunch and dinner by working with recipes and
processes preserved since Medieval times.
Recipes savored by ancient warriors and perfected
by our chefs using rare and exotic spices in an
ambiance of rugged interiors, makes a meal in the
Bukhara an experience that you will relish forever.

Ancient, vet Regal. Rugged, yet Grand. This is the
Bukhara for vou. SOALTEE

£ Y{olidoy Dnn

CROWNE PLAZA”
KATHMANDU

For Reservations please call Restuarant Manager Abhay
Raj Gurungor Chef Bhaskar Sankhari at 273999 Extn 65353




of one all-important fact: Buddhism is not
Lamaism.
Maria de Fatima Machado
Kepan Phaika
Kathmandu

Editor’s note: The refarence to Kopan Monas-
tery in the earlier letter by the correspondent
was an editorial error,

No Asylum Sought
1 would like to pont out a signiticant
erroT in the hox item "Refugee Has Her
Day" of the July/August 1997 issue. While
the other [acts mentioned were correct,
the last sentence which states, ... Ms
Sharma has been granted political asylum
in the US", is totally false and baseless. |
would like to mention to you that the
above statement has created difficuities in
my day-to-day work.

Mangala Sharma

Anarmani, JThapa

Nepal

The error is sincerely regretted. Editor.

Wrong Recognition

After reading the item on Bhutan in your
July/August issue, we woukd like to offer
our opinion on the certificate given by the
mayor of San Francisco recognising
Mangala Sharma's services Lo Bhutanese
refugee women, as well as the Amnesty
International award she has reportedly
received. We are surprised to learn that
Ms Sharma counsels women Lorture
victims and works 1o educate Bhutanese
wormnen regarding their rights, lor, as far
as we know, she visits the camps hut once
or twice a year, accompanying [oreign
guests from the doner agencies.

We refugee women [rom the camps
are not aware that she has ever conducted
trainings on women's rights or counselled
torture victims, and would like to have
some details to confirm that ail thisis
indeed true. Since Ms Sharma claims to he
the voice of the refugee women, we would
like to know what she does in her
frequent travels overseas. When our own
sister has manipulated our situation for
her self-promotion, what can we expect
from menlfolk? This s saddening.

Lastly, we Bhutanese relugee women
restding in the camps wish to request
international organisations and persons
concerned to come to the camps in Jhapa
to get acquainted with the {acts beiore
conferring such certificates. They can also
confirm what information they have with
the help of the UNHCR office 1n Jhapa,
Finally, we ask them not play with the
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CALL FOR PAPERS

Address your paper proposal to:

htep:/fwww.himalmag.com

Conference on South Asian Mediocrity

Himal is organising a conference on South Asian Mediocrity, to take place in Spring
1998. The conference will seek to identify and explain the levels of mediocrity found
in all aspects of South Asian life, from scholarship to business, from politics to media,
from architecture to public health. The gathering wilt strive to survey the levels of
mediocrity and understand why South Asians lag ever-further behind in terms of our
economies, culture(s), intellectualism and self-image.

Scholars and specialists from across disciplines and from all South Asian
countries will come together to present papers that are not necessarily restricted
by theme, country or orientation. Because of its open-ended nature, and in order
to plan the conference, we ask those interested to send in concise outlines of
proposed papers for consideration. Views about particular themes that need to be
covered or the manner in which presentations need to be made are also welcome.
Please restrict yourself to a page in single-space.

Watch this space or the magazine's web site for conference details,

Mediocrity, Himal South Asia, GPO Box 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal
fax: 977-1-521013 el 977-1-522113/523845 email: himalmag@mos.com.np

sentiments of refugee women, for they are
already frustrated and depressed.
Chandrika Timsina, Leenu
Dahal, Supana Sharma, Binu
Rai, Hemkanta Dahal
Beldangi I &11, Goldhap and
Timai Camps, Jhapa, Nepal

Unpopular Nazi in Tibet

1 would like to add something about
Frnest Schafer's expedition to Tibet about
which there was mention in the shon
picce "Nazis in Tibet" n the Jul/Aug
1997 issue.

When their application to visit Tibet
came to me [rom the British government,
[ recommended that we shoukd not
support it, hut ! received a message trom
the highest quarters that it was necessary
to do so because Himmler was behind it
and apparently we were then appeasing
the Germans.

1 saw quite a lot of the party, but did
not hear of any approach by them to the
Tibetan Army. It would probably have
been fruitless as all policy was eventually
influenced by the great monasteries. Al
the same time, it would be inaccurate to
say that the Tibetan Army was under
British influence. Certainly, it drew on
India for supplies of arms and was once
receiving training from Biutish othcers — at
least a few of its officers were. But by
1939, it was run down and inefficient and
had no links with India,

Schaefer tred to persuade me that

Britain and Germany should combine 1o
control the world, but during his visit,
when Germany invaded Czechoslovakia, 1
made it clear to him that | did not want to
meet him again. He panicked and [led to
Shigatse from where he wrote to the
German press about being surrounded by
hestile influences. He and his party
managed to feave India just in time in a
special plane sent for Herr Otto Schackr.
The party made themselves unpopular in
many ways, both m Lhasa and Shigatse.
But that is enly part of the story.
Hugh E. Richardson
Fife, UK

Editor's note: My Richardson was the last
British agent in Lhasa. After the British left
india in 1947, he continued as india's
representative in Tibet until the Chinese
invasion farced him to leave.

Readers are invited to comment,
criticise or add to information and
opinions appearing in HSA, Letters
should be brief, to the point, and
may be edited. Letters that are un-
signed and/or without addresses will
not be entertained. Includedaytime
telephone number, if possible.

PO Box 7251 Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel 977-1-522113, 523845

Fax 521013

email: himalmag@mos.com.np
http: /Avww . himalmag.com




India * Pakistan

FIFTY SOMETHING

NOW THAT THE breathless television extravaganza
of the 50th anniversary ol Independence ol india and
Pakistan is over, we can pe rlmps tike a more sober
lookat the past half-century. Satetlite television proved
once more that the medium is the message with its
up-beat fook at the anniversary — carctully glossing
over the fact that what we were really commemorat-
ing was 50 years ol Martition.

Other than a big hash of Indo-Pak businessmen
and celebritiesin London to kack off the jamboree and
New Delhi's The Astan Age remembering that there
was also a Pakistan, the anmversary was marked
separately in the countries that gained independence
by cutting themselves apare In India, there was a
celebration of India, and in Pakistan it was a celebri-
tion of Pakistan. Not for another 50 years, it scems,
will these two nations separated at birth learn to think
of each other as twins and celebrate a birthday
together.

What of the other South Asians who had no 50th
celebration this year, whe were all taken along for the
independence ride by satellite v programmers in
mid-August? Sri Lankans are, actually, gearing up for

their own 50th bash on Tebruary 1998, while
Banpladesh marked its 25th anniversary of inde-
pendence from Pakistan earhier this year
Nepalis preen at never having been
colonised. but they too had to gain mde-
e pendence’ from the Rana prime ministers
i 1930 and from the Shah kings in 1990,
And so, as part of the golden jubi-

lee, we were treated to the astounding
sight on regional satellite broadeasts of
multinational companies and their wannabe
desi counterparts {alling over cach other 1o wish
happy birthday — mostly 1o India because that's
where the market is. True, there was Macleans

f?f roothpaste claiming that it was "spreading smiles

acrass Pakistan", but most went with Nokia, the

Finnish cellphone company, which was "proud to
connect the people of India on the 50th year of their
independence”. And so it went paint companies,
detergent manufacturers, ball-point pen wallahs - all
subsidising Rupert Murdoch in order to wish clients
on their side of the border a happy anniversary.

It all proved what was evident all along: [or more
than half the populations in Pakistan and India who
live in poverty 15 August was a mere reiteration of
unfulfilled promises. Promises of an end 1o a life in
squalour, promises of communal harmony, promises
of trie grassroots democracy, and promises of airer-
native development models and deceniralized

decision-making. For about hall a billion people of

the Subcontinemt, the real trvst with destiny s the
daily struggle for survival. In the final analysis, n

hasn't mattered much for them whether the ruler
sitting in New Delhi is a viceroy or a khadiclad.
Gandhi-capped. Nehru-jacketed politice

Watching Madhur Jaftrey taking a culinary tour
of the Subcontinent 1o commemorate the anniver-
sary. and finding at the flick of a remote that 'V
Channcd was oflering 150 free nckets o a freedom
concert. one wondered who was beneliting from all
this independence. Certainly the clite and upper
middle classes, thase who can afford the television
sets and cable fees on which o watch the parade go
by All this surfacial and oversweer abundance ol
theme songs, walkathons and television ¢lips - so
reminiscent of American feelgood television — have
but one target: Yuppy India, which now forms a mass
farge enough for advertising to target with commer-
cial messages.

The India of the village, tnbal, scheduled caste.
the desert, the forest | the mountain, was far from the
minds of the producers of the mda;xrndmcc hoapla
This was freedom reduced o a soap opera. And as
sociological phenomenoen, there s no suving wha
political repercussions are in the otting as saccharin
patnietism peddied by satellite enters millions
of houscholds in India, and bevond in the rest ol
South Asla

Perhaps we will know at is finally time to cel-
ebrate independence when on 15 August 2057, Taw
congratulates the people of Pakistan and Habib Bank
[clicitates the people of India.

Sri Lanka

TEARS, BUT NO
PROTESTS

A STRANGE ELEMENT in 511 Lanka's long-drawn
civilwar, now inits fourteenth vear 1sthat despite the
blood that has heen shed and the imhs that have been
Jast on both sides of the hines, there has been hitde m
the form of protest. The country hag not scen angn
demonsirations with ordinary people taking e the
strects, refusing to offer their sons as cannon fodder.
Dresaute the yearning lor peace amony people of all
Classes and communities, the carnage continues to be
aveepted with stoicism,

\ihy? There are two reasons, On the Tamil side,
there 1s lanatical motivation. Velupillai Prabhakaran,
the lcndcr of the Liberavon Tigers of Tamil Clam
L7, has been able 1o ingpire bis lighters ina way
that few puerilla leaders in contemporary worls

hestory have heern able 1o The glass cyanide

capsule that UrTE cadres wear round their necks and
mite 1 captured, telis ns own story. Sooalso thy
numerous suicide kitlers who have blewn themselves
up for the Liberation Tigers,
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The most serious problem for the Indian state,
doubtless, are the Bangladeshi settlers who have
ranged far and wide within (ndia, building up signifi-
cant enclaves in Bombay and Delhi, and inhabiting
large tracts of the Brahmapurra Valley The 1981
Indian census revealed thatm exght border distnicts of
West Bengal, the population grew by aver 30 percent
between 1971 and 1981, compared to an average 20
percent elsewhere. The pepulation of one northern
town leapt from a mere 10,000 1o 150,000

Indian census estimates put the number of
Bangladeshis who have migrated o India at 1.7
million between 1661-71 and 0.6 million in the
following decade, the latter figure not including
another 0.6 million said 0 have entered Assam
during the same period. The government of India
claims that 78,441 were intercepted al the harder
between 1992-1994,

While humanitarian concern for this migramt
population s most proper, there 1s no doubt that the
nresence of a large number of foreigners has the
ability to queer the pitch of politics in the host
country, particularty when political groupings trv o
take short-term mileage through electoral rolls. Chau-
vinistic groups can manipulate public pereeptionand
generate a backlash against foreigners. as has hap-
pened with the Bangladeshis, as also with Sri Lankan
Tamit relugees in South India

In Nepal, nearly a hundred thousand Lhotshanipa
refupees who fled Bhutan for fear of persecurion have
heen accommodated 1 camps run by UNHCR. Nepal
w0 hosts about 15,000 Tibetan refugecs and has
provided shelter o a small number of Afghan
refugees.

It is Pakistan which husts the largest single block
of refugees, however. There were some 33 million
refugees [rom Alghanistan in the country 1990,
and UNHCR has spent more than USD 1 bithon since
1980 on its Pakistan programme alone. By the bepin-
mng of 1997, 2.6 million Afghans had rewurned
(another 1.3 miflion from Iranthut notbefore turming
around the economy and ecology of northern
Pakistan.

Looking at the larger questions of migration and
the political dislocation that they can cause, the
province of Sindh alone has a migrant populanon of
2.5 million, of Bengali origin, who arrived 1in the
1980s [rom Bangladesh. These mugrants are seenasa
political menace and political risk by the state.

Stranded Pakistanis, better krown as Bihans, are
languishing in 66 camps scattered all over Bangladesh,
in conditions of squalour and hopelessness.
Bangladesh will have nothing to dowith this pepula-
tion and Pakistan has dragged its feet in taking mn the
very people constdered 'loyal' to v in the 197 1 libera-
tion war. Altogether 1.6 million Biharis have heen
relocated to Pakistan, but despite commitments made
and agreements siygned, another 2.4 millien <z total of
41,000 families) remain in Bangladesh

Accordingtoaurhoritics in Sri Lanka who handle
rehabilitation, in February 1997 the country had
about 756,000 displaced people, most of them Tannl,
and many who have been displaced several tumes

HIMAL South Asia September/Cctober 1997

over, About a Bundred thousand are thought o he
in vefugee camps and elsewhere v South Iadia.
while another hundred thousand have migrated o
the West

The problems of migrants and refugees, then are
twelold, On the ene band 15 the societal instabnliny
that emerges when analien population enters anarea,
for reasons economic or polincal. The other is the
guestion related 1o human rights —and the very right
tolife - efthe mivrantsand refugees as human beings.

sinee there is agreement that polincal stabiliy 13
a prerequisite {or ceonomic advancement, the ques-
tion of migrants and refugees is critically imporant it
the Subcontinent is (o look forward to o brighter
quality of lile for its cnizens. For, the existence of
disgruntled host populations and fearful fpuests' wall
constantly undermine movement towards economic
stability

Ubviously, the solution is for countries not to
create cconomic and politeal cenditions which in-
duce the mass outfllow of pepalations. Such an
idealised scenario will take time o materialise. Tnthe
meantime, it s imporiant for gevernments and peoples
of all Svuth Asian countries to exhibit concern forthe
well-heing of refugees and migrants who suffer and
languish within each of their borders. The backlash
against the loreigner muststop. The saskc organisation
nsell must show some miitative in this regard, per-
haps by taking up the recommendation made by the
Kathmandu-based South Asia Forum for Human
Rights lor a regional protocol or charter for
the protection ol relugees, migrants and stateless
[PUrSONS. _
-Batuk Vora

In late July it was reported by a Kathmandu newspaper that the Thimphu
government had finally shown some inclination to discuss repatriation
with the Nepali government. The next day, the Nepali foreign ministry,
without putting it in so many words, said that there had been no progress.
That was that.
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RED STAR OVER
SOUTHASIA

Image above Is taken
from a 1993 All India
People's Resistance
Forum publication on the
movernent in Bastar,
Madhya Pradesh.
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n the more impoverished parts of South Asia —

from the western hills of Nepal to the badlands of

Bihar, in the forests of Andhra Pradesh or the
marginalised hinterlands of the Brahmapuiravalley -
Maoism is no idle mtellectual pursunt. Body counts
fromiits practice are loo nearto home lor comtort_and
the deeper issues it raises oo close to everyday living,
1o lonore.

Nepal, torinstance, has seen more liveslost mthe
vear-and-a hall-long Maoist "people's wart than were
dovmed e the entire 1990 "people's movement”
which ushered
village populice is terrorised mthe pincer of Maotst
viclence and pelice retnbution. Yetthis suddenrise in
the terror thermometer had, nll recently, merely
resalted in an embarrassed silence in Kathmandu's
corridors. Only when the present left-right coaliton
government proposed cn;mim: A draconian "anti-
terrorsm” bill which would affect wrban Itherals and
politicos more than the Maoists, did the issue merit
public debate

Sonch Asian's modernist elite are by now so dis-
tarced from the countryside that no emotional chord
is siruck when rural folk die needlessly and cruclly.
Deaths in Bosma are more immediate to Delhs draw-
ing rooms than kallings on the Bihar Platean. Because
downtown Kathmandu has as yet to see a senous
homb klast, the terror m the hills of the central -west
districts does not even conshitute distant thunder.

The rural pourare so alienated from the state and
ils structures, so despairing of reliel. that the ideology
of revolt 1s seen as the only salvation. Maoist cadres
are born of devp-seated causes wildly inappropriate
cducation, joblessness, conspleious consumptaen of

moparlianentary democraey The

the upper classes, cultural alienation, cthnic ange:

ete. But these challenges cannot be confronted and
eradicated with violence, whether from the state or
the Macists

The trite response of the uncommitted (o risny
_oft extremismis to call upon the government otk
day 1o resolve the problem through so-called politica
means. But "pohitical resolution” requires tacklingth.

"rool cause s‘“ of despair and underdevelopment. an
few politicians have the wisdom or sagacity [or tha
A "political resolution” reguires astute statesmanshuy:
imbued with & deep sense of justice. In none of the
Maoist hotheds of Souwth Asiais such a polity insight

The most members of the establishment wall de
wader the circumstances is mouth easy developmen:
slogans, with notrace of commitment or understand-
ing. Their tendency will be to ler an msurgency

simmerin low boil as long as it does not harm national
institutions and wrhan centres or damage large-scale
physical infrastructure such as power arids and high-
ways, H those geu targeted, tth lhs' fashionable
clamour for "pohitical u_snluu(m vaporises, and the
political establishment, business and acaclemia dis
creetly Took the other way while the army, police v
]mranllhmr) engage in mop up.

When an elite loses its creativity, it [adls back or
the easy path of repression. In this, they are assisted
ereatly by the current crop of pohticos everywhere n
the region whoe are self-serving, increasingly cut o
from those that they represent, and incapable o
constructive engagement. Moreover, il swifl action
andd surgical precision is not guaranteed and the etfon
ecomes a prolonged, resource-consuming warlare
tonly adds fuel 1o the Maoist fire
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If the establishment class brings about run
through hypoenisy, theideologues of the extreme Left
more than make up [or it with their rejectionism. For
they disparage elected parliaments as nething but
meeting places for idle chit-chat. They maintain that
the poor and the oppressed do not have the where-
withal to even begin to use such democraue infra-
structure or procedures. In an inequitable world,
such institutions are fated to be manipulated by the
rich and the powerful to maimain their status quo
hold ever the means of production, thus perpetuating
exploitation in a more palatable form. To use the
more colourful expression of Nepal's Maoists, parlia-
ment is like a butcher shop "where they display a
goat's head but sel! dog meat” Radical change through
armed uprising, say these ideologues, 15 the only
language the exploiters take seriously.

To an impoverished mass wallowing in a sea of
fatalistic despair, this is heady wine: but it leaves too
many unanswered questions. A revolt born of asense
of unfairness could conceivably be countered by a
just appertioning of national resources. But the ideo-
iogues of the {ar Left would do well to reaily under-
stand world history, their own societies, and what
Mao meant, before pushing their poor cadres and
supportive villagers into the cauldron of terror.

Look around, and you will see that the Maoist
ideology of revolt has taken root only in socicues
where old civilisations are almost a spent lorce,
creaking under their own dead weight i the lace of
the modernist onslaught. After all, it was the failure of
adecrepit Confucian polity that could no longer keep
Western mercantile capitalism at bay, coupled with
+he ravages of World War I1, which led 1o the spec-
acular success of Maoism in China. A common Han
culture allowed much of the contradictions in society
1o be defined in terms of economic class rather than
caste or ethnicity. Once the issues of economic equity
were resolved through a Maowst levelling, society
could go back, as China has now, to business as usual.
This 1s why the land of Mao today hardly supports
Maoists, be it in the jungles of the Philtppines or of
Andhra.

Turnyoursights, then, to the erstwhile Hindustan
where, too, an enfcebled and deeply fractured society
grapples with the puils of modernity. But then, the
simple doctrines of class struggle seem hardly ad-
equate in a Subcontinent where the economic classi-
fication is super-imposed upon by 2 myrad of other
distinctions — of caste, language, region, religion,
ethnicity, and now, nationality. Can the genie of
revolt escape from the bottle and spread across the
land when it can only read the taxonomy map of class
astrugple?

In other words, South Asia's Maoists are sadly
~ut of touch f they believe that their crusade will
cover the whole Subcontinent as it did the Han
mainland. For there are enough other pressures at
play which will dilute or divert what may even
starl out as a Maoist mavement. Thus, rehels of
the Indian Northeast or the v Sinhala Buddhists in
sri Lanka may have sworn by the Red Book,
but ultimately they have followed an ethoic agenda.
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The forces of religious extremism ('fundamentalist', 1f
vou will) or natonalistic fanaticism, ironically,
drink from the same well that the Maoist would, only
to churn out cadres of the farright rather than the
tar-left.

Maoist uprisings have often quickly acquired
religious and ethnic overtones or been marginalised
by religious extremism. The same individuals who
may have turned out Maost, then. provide the
foot soldiers of the Babbar Khalsa, the Shiv Sena, or
the various jumaats. 1f there were no Talthan, there
would surely have been t he Red Brigade Fight
agamst economic injustice, incdentally, has been
easier through the religious metaphor of Islam
with ils strony commitment Lo an equitable
universal brotherhood than through a class-defined
Maoist one.

To be sure, there will be a few areas where classic
Maaist strategy can in fact be applied, such as in the
killing fields of Bihar or the forests of Andhra. How-
ever, there is little likelihood that insurgencies will
spread as they come across barniers thar transcend the
class divide In which case. it 15 s0 easy lor the state
forces 1o 1solate any insurgency and keep it from
infecting other regions.

Assume — and it1s a very big assumption — that
the Maoists wrest state power. What next? Given all
the constraints within complex societies, what can
they do withim a reahstic time frame that would rmake
a difference? Witly-nilly, they would bave 1o come
back teissues of professional management, meaning-
ful educanon, reformed and capable bureaucracy, a
justice systern with integrity inspinng faith, abanking
and tax structure that is fair and etficient, as wellas a
whole gamut of reform measures. The Maosts
dismiss these as unrevolutionary and renegade
reformism.

Deep-seated problems can be resolved only by
engaging injustice in soclety head on. openly and
fearlessly, everground and in broad daylight, mam-
atning a moral upper hand on cvery tront and a
transparency in every issue, every inch ol the way,
much as Gandhi did. Covert hit-and-run movements
cannot do this because they engage the enemy notin
its area of weakness, which s the maoral front, butin
its arca of strength, which 1s military might.

Furthermore, the very sociology of underground
brotherhiood militates against them. Like all romantic
drift. the Left movement too is caught in a dilemma
hetween purity and pragmatism. Born as a protest
mevement within the Left, the Maoists naturally have
had to spend maore energy on keeping the Rock oftrue
helievers mtact rather than (o spread and grow. To
keep schisms from emerging, they have to keep exit
costs high, which means descending to the nadir of
retribution against both the wavward insider and the
nopular owsider. Unable 1o engage in the creative
issucs of socictal reform, they have ensured that, 1o
enhance their sclf-image of revelutonary purity, the
destructive spiral ol viclence, and only more vio-
lence, will hecome the glorious never-end ol Maoism
in Seuth Asia.

- Dipak Gyawali
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The Chinese 'Way

in Telangana

The early days of the Telangana Movement in southern India serves as a
measure of subsequent Maoist efforts in the region.

by Stephen Mikesell

aoism hirst appeared inthe Subcontinentin

the course of the revolunonary peasant

movement that spread m early 1947 inthe
Telugu-speaking Nalgonda and Warangal districts of
eastern Hyderabad, known as Telangana. Up untilthe
1947 transfer of power by the British, Telanpana was
under the despotic rule of the Nizam of Hyderabad.
The cadres of the Cemmunist Party of India mnitiated
the Telangana Movement durmg the Second World
Waras a genuinely indigencus mass campaign against
the landlords and the state aristocracy.

At first, the communists maintained a facade of
cooperation with the Indian National Cengress in the
state, pledging to support Hyderabad's accession ta
India, and aiming the revol at ending the illegal
exactions and other landlord cxcesses. However, the
“intense particularism” of the Telugu-speaking people
and general peasant discontent encouraged the com-
munist leadership to expand the movement to an
attack on the government.

A chain reaction of village revolis led o the
establishment o gram rajs (village 'soviets”), complete
with people's courts and militia, Jand seizures, and
the expulsion of the landlords and local ofheers of the
Nizam's government. & full-scale guernlla army was
quickly recruited and virtually all of the Nalgonda
and Warangal districts, encompassing 3000 villages,
3 million people, and an area of 16 000 square miles,
came under communist control.

Maoist 1deas were [irst brought 10 India by the
Andhra Provincial Committee of the Communist
Party in the neighbouring Telugu-speaking section of
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the then Madras State, Andhra, when at sought o
import revelution to its side of the border in 1948,
Mao's four-class theory, which promoted uniting all
the progressive lorces inan agrarian revolution against
imperialist monepoly capital and 1ts local allies, the
feudal landlords and comprador hourgenisie, and
which thus tolerated wealthy "nationalist" peasant
classes, suited the Andhra communists. This
was hecause they were dominated by Kamma land-
lords in possession of 80 percent of the land in the
fertile delta area.

The Andhra communists declared that Mao's
"mew democracy” should serve as a "puidance 10
Incia". The indian revilution was presented as analo-
poustothe Chineserevolution, requiringa prolenged
"peeple’s war' in the form of an agranan revolution
culminating 1in the capture of political power by a
democratic front, This was to be difterent from the
Russian revolution. The Andhra commmursts thus
proposed to unite the entire peasantry, including the
rural hourgeoisic or rich peasants, under the leader-
ship of the working class for "guerrilla warfare {the
Chinese way)"

The Movement Stumbles

The Telangana Movement began te falter in late 1944
when the ¢pt made this shift [rom targeting the
rraditional local enemies, especially the aristocracy,
1o imperialism, as represented by the Nehru govern-
ment at the Centre. They called on thewr former
enery, the Nizam, for protection against the state.
When the Indian army marched into Hyderabad in
1948, and proclaimed an "Azad Hyderabad," the
Andhra communists were joined by the Razakars, a
private army representing extrennst Muslim
sentment, against the "lascist troops”. Within g few
days. the Indian army quelled all resistance, excepr
for the communists, who resorted to hit-and-run
suerritla tactics

T subdue the communists, the army breughtin
AL000 troops and used the strategy tried by the
Eritish in Malaya, of forcing the peasantry inte special
camps so as to remove the guernillas' base of support.
The army killed nearly 4000 cadres and militant
peasants and jailed another 10,000, The populace
was terrorised by the police and military, and prop-
erty warth millions was looted or destroyed.
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Unable to mobikise the people, remnants of the
guerrilla army got involved in a series of "indiscrimi-
nate and unnecessary terrorist actions agarmnst
non-military individuals". This brought much disre-
pute to the leadership. All in all, the efforts to stir the
masses to violence by power of example led only to
individual terrorism, which resulted in further isola-
tion and repression of the party. Its membership
quickly shrank from 21,000 to 7000.

It was the taking up of the Chinese line that led
the Telangana Movement to stumble in late 1948 and
suffer its terrible reversal in the early 19505 Begin-
ning as a mMass peasant mevement to achieve certain
economic demands, the movement expanded into a
liberation struggle to overthrow the Nizam. However,
when the crusade expanded into astruggle against the
Indian Union, it lost the support of the peasantry,
which merely wanted the overthrow of feudal rela-
tions and not a fight against the Indian army for an
abstract "people's democracy”.

In their subsequent analysis, the party leaders
conceded that the degeneration of the movementinte
terrorist tactics contradicted and was mcormpatible
with the spirit of partisan struggle. Where partisan
struggle aims to overturn the regime in close conjunc-
tion with mass struggle, developing according to the
growth of mass consciousness and initiative, the
terrorist tactics end up as nothing more than destruc-
tion of particular individuals by squads acting in
isolation from the people. This, in turn, creates the
illusion that the main evil are individuals rather than
the regime.

Looking back, the leaders said that the party
should have limited its action to defending the gains
of the Telangana peasantry when its democratic ini-
tiatives such as the retaking of tand came underattack
from the Centre and its armed forces. This would
have strengthened the hands of the fighting people
and peasants and isolated the Indian government in
its support of the feudal landlords. It was definitely a
mistake to turn the movement tnto a liberation war
against the Congress Party withour secunng wider
support, which was unavailable in the context of the
euphoriasurrounding Independence and what seemed
then 1o be the Congress's liberation of the country
from impenalism.

Transplanting Mao
The Telangana communist leaders also came to
recognise great [laws of transplanting the Maost
tormula to the Subcontinent. Partisan war was sheer
necessity for the Chinese peasant, as the urban work-
ing class was small and the cities were in foreign
control in pre-revolutionary China. In 1927, the
Chinese revolutionary army was already 30,000
strong, and its was backed up by a [riendly Soviet
Union, which provided help {or the final offensive.
The lack of a good and unified communications
systemn kept the enemy from carrying out cencen-
trated and swilt attacks on the liberation forces.
Inthe Subcontinent, by contrast, partisan struggle
alone, nomatter howwidely extended, cannot ensure
victory over the enemy. Guerrillaforces are invariably
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small and poorly armed, and even if they create
liberated zones, they will be surrounded by hostile
forces. The government's armed forces are well
organised and widely distributed, and a
well-developed communications system allows forces
to be easily concentrated against guerrilla activity.

Despite the mistakes of its Andhra leadership,
the Telangana Movement is the only example of
armed insurrection in South Asia which actually
"liberated" any significant area and started an experi-
ment in an alternative way to organise society and
politics. The movement pushed the question of agrar-
ian revolution to the forefront, compelling unwilling
Congress leaders to embark on reforms, albeit
half-heartedly. It forced the pace of the states’
reorganisation on a linguistic hasis, demolishing the
unprincipled and arbitrary division made by former
British rulers. The Movement helped the Communist
Party emerge for the first time as an effective,
widely-recognised political force.

Mostimportantly, perhaps, the Telangana Move-
ment made the Indian communist movement con-
front the theoretical and ideological questions con-
cerning the strategy and tacucs for a people's demo-
cratic revolution in India: the role of the peasantry in
such a revolution, the place and significance of parti-
san resistance and rural revolutionary bases, classili-
cation among the peasantry and the role of revolution
ammong different strata, the place of the working class
and urban centres, the meaning and import of "work-
ing class hegemony" and the Communist Party's role
in realising it in a primarily agrarian sociely.

Teday, the Maoist line is commonly described in
the press as "far lefl" or "extreme left” due tots strong
rhetoric, tactics and sectarianism. Yet, in its 1dentifi-
cation of impenalism as the enemy and its strategy of
uniting the various democratic forces, including peas-
ant landlords and national capitalists against imperi-
alism, feudalism and monopoly capitaiism, Maoism
actually represented a development of the "right line"
inan cld struggie ol left versus right tendencies within
the Indian cormunist party that had been going on
since the 1920s.

Thus, the Indian communists found themselves
allied with the Congress Party in battle against British
impenalism when following the "nght line”. Whereas,
at times when the "left hne" was ascendant, it was
bourgeois nationalism represented by the Cengress
which was the enemy.

The Andhra Central Committee's adoprion of
Maoism set it against the national communist leader-
ship both at the ume of the Telangana movement,
when the national leaders were following the "left
line", and subsequently, when it readopted the "right
line". While ostensibly promating the Telangana
movement, the national leadership had actually set
itself against it, as the shift from the immediate
objectives of the movement to anti-irperialism meant
that it abandoned the mass basis of the movement,
thus dooming it. '

S. Mikesell is visiting professor of anthrapology at the
University of Alabama-Birmingheam.
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Managers of the newest leftist insurgency in South Asia, Nepal's
Maobadi are exploiting the failure of the state by putting their reliance
on degenerative violence rather than organisation.
by Shyam Shrestha
henthe Communist Party of Nepal {Maoist)  become the Communist Party of Nepal (Marxist-
declared a "People’'s War" in February  Leninist}. Also known as the "Jhapa Movement", alter
1996 and attacked police posts in some  the southeastern district where it was centred, this
areasin the Nepali hills, it came asasurprise tomany.  short-lived uprising was influenced by the Naxalites
Afterall, the United People’s Front, the politcalorgan 1in Naxalbari, just across the border river of Mechi.
of the cpn (Maoist), was still involved in constitu-  The rebels went on a gruesome spree, chopping olf
ticnal politics. And although the Front had boveotted  the heads of some local landlords before they were
the 1994 general elections, its strong showing in the  brutally suppressed by the then Panchayat regime.
first election held in 1991, where it emerged as the  (The ¢PN (ML merged in 1691 with the Communist
third largest party in parliament, had had people  Party of Nepal (Marxist) to become the Communist
believe that the extreme leftists would not actually act  Party of Nepal (United Marxist-Leninist), whichis the
upon their rhetonc of armed revelt. dominant partner in Nepal's ruling coalition at the
This is the second Maobadi rebellion in Nepal.  moment.)
From The Worker, The first was the "class-enemy annihilation cam- The present-day Maobadi, whe accuse the ruling
publication of the Communist patgn" of 1971, carried out hy the Coordination  communist party of heing revisionist and reactionary,
Party of Nepal (Maoist). Centre, the emhryonic organisation of what was to are well aware of what happened to that earlier revolt.
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Their armed operations indicate they have refined on
the shortcomings of the Jhapa Movement in that therr
actions seem more coordinated, with the central
leadership retaining overall control.

The Maoists are active in castern and central
Nepal, but the epicentre of their movement is the two
contiguous districts of Rolpa and Rukum in the
western mid-hills. Thisarea is served neither by roads
nordevelopment activities, This poverty-siricken area
is nhabted by Magars, a very 'backward’ ethnic
group which comtinues to be sustained through mi-
grant labour in India. A region ruled historieally by
feudal princelings, the area even today retains a
medieval relationshup between the rich and the poor
— a classie sewting for Maoist activity.

Over the 18 months of armed struggle in which
close to a hundred people have been killed, it is true
thar the Maoists have succeeded 1n carving out a
distinet polineal 1dentity. But it is one that is based
more on isolated acts of viclence and the bravura of
a lew devoted cadres rather than on the revolutionary
upsurge of an oppressed people.

When the insurgents trained their guns on the
rural elite, and those 1dentified as 'informers', they
found favour amoeng sections of the rural populace in
the areas where they operate. However, it is signifi-
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cant that Maobadi have had negligible influence on
Nepal's sizeable urban working class.

Gory Glory

The rise of the Maoist movement can be attributed
directly to the failure of the leaders of the 1990
People's Movement to respond to the hopes of the
masses. Despite the expectations engendered by the
Movement, which ushered in democracy, nct one of
the several governments that have held power since
then has done anything 1o deliver the rural peasantry,
making up the bulk of the population, from the
exploitative land relationships existing in the villages.

The marginalised peasantry thus finds it conve-
nient to vent its anger at the local landlords and nch
peasants —the class immediately above it and the one
that represents to it the state with all its shortcomings,
The Maoists have exploited the situation by atacking
this very class in the name of "People's War”. 1f the
militants de not invite extreme repression and avoid
having to fight stronger forces of supression, their
insurgency is likely to grow and continue for some
(ime to come.

In that sense, the Maoists' most visible achieve-
ment in the first phase of their "People's War" has
been the establishment of the palitics of armed struggle.
However, it seems they have over-emphasised vio-
lence, and in the process have forgotten the funda-
mental tenet of Marxist thought regarding its use.
Doctrinally, Marxists opt for vielence only as a last
resort when all other ways to seek social progress have
failed. Violence can only be a reacticn to attempts by
the ruling class to wipe out the peaceful struggle of the
people with state terror. Mao, too, upheld this Marx-
ist concept of using violence only 1o end violence.

Nepal's Maobadi, on the other hand, seem 1o
understand the application of violence quite differ-
ently. They plead thatarmed actionisa must from the
very beginming of the struggle; 1t 15 something which
can be applied at any time and at any place. There is
no need to concentrate this highest form of struggle
on concretesituations. The principle of armed struggle
is accepted absolutely and a cult of viclence propa-
gated, with the Maoists boasting of the number of
viclent incidents and glonfying in the unnecessary
deaths of their heroic cadres. "War, war, and war!
From the beginning till the end!" is their battle cry.

And thus 1t is that the taking away of life has
become acceptable and commonplace. In a country
where earlier even five deaths would have created a
nationwide distress, today, even as scores die, the
polity refuses to be shaken out of irs somnolence. In
February 1997, Maoist-related violence had already
been relegated to single column space in newspapers
even as the leadership declared the start of a "second
phase of operations” at the end of the first year of
the "War".

Naive Revolution

There have heen blunders aplemy by the Maoist
leaders over the past two years. Most important was
the inability to judge if the people were prepared for
armed revoll. Even in the impoverished areas where
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there has been enthusiastic popular support, the
militants did not work to educate the masses, nor to
prepare them for the struggle to come. There was nc
thought to whether the public would be able bear the
reprisals that were to [ollow soon enough. What the
Maoists presented, therelore, was a sure recipe for
anarchy, and a people in poverty are now doubly
burdened by terror, perpetuated by the revolutionar-
ies and the police.

The leaders' impatience to get on with armed
struggle may have also lost them a voice in
Kathmandu's political arena. For when they went
underground with their well-established political
organ, the United People's Front, the Maosts for-
feited the avenue 1o apply political pressure above
ground even as they continued their underground
campaign. The Maobadi also made the mistake of
tumping together everyone who disagrees wath them.
So they have attacked both "class enemies” and those
who do actually speak their own language. This has
led to their political isolation, and also affected their
public image.

On eccasion, the Maoists have also displayed
extreme naivete, such as when they raided the rural
branches of the government-owned Agriculiural De-
velopment Bank and destroyed loan records. The goal
was to "liberate” poor villagers of their loan commal-
ments, the Maoist leadership seenungly unaware that
banks maintain copies of their records outside the
branch offlice, too.

Indulging the Revolutionary

The Maoist movement has now publicly meved mro
its second phase, and it has been marked by revenge
killings of those involved in doing away with real or
suspected Macists As part of this agenda, both po-
licemen and local cxploiters have been killed. The
plan is to generate an aunosphere of statelessness
wherehy they can easily step 1n and take over the
administration.

Tusome extent, this plan has succeeded Insome
arcas, people live under a twin administration — the
government's and the Maoists'. This was greatly evi-
dent in the poor voter turnout in the local-level
elections earlier this year in districis like Rukum,
Rolpa and Jajarkot. The Maoists had announced a
hoycatt, threatening to kill thase who won the elec-
tions, and so in 42 village centres no one even dared
[ile nominations. Elections could not be held inmore
than 70 village centres,

While such scare tactics may have succeeded in
creating an aura of unquestioned authority around
them, the Maoists do not sensc that their revolution-
ary militancy and armed revolt also can be used, and
is being used, by the former auwtocratic forces for
reviving thewr lost powers. Although police action has
killed 26 party militants, only one leader of signifi-
cance has lost his life ull now. The State’s sirategy
seems (o be to keep the militancy at a controllable
level, while not [inishing it off entirely by decimating
the leadership just yet.

The Macist bogey is thus kept alive as the govern-
ment goes about reviving the much-hated Public
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By neglecting
Mao's "mass
line", the
“People's War"
is bound to
degenerate into
a war without
the people.

Security Act which was used with such devastating
effect by the Panchayat regime before 1990. The
government is also using the Maoists as the pretext to
enact an Anti-Terrorist Act, although there 15 stiff
opposition to it. These acts would give wide-ranging
powets (o the police, the army and the intelligence
agencies, which, because of Nepal's peculiar political
arrangement, would mean ultimately powcer to the
Royal Palace.

It is likely that until these lemslative measures
have been successfully implemented, the govern-
ment will strive o keep Maoism alive in the hills, by
continuing its crackdown on the grassrocrs cadres
while giving {ree play to the top leadership. As soon
as it gets the powers 1t 1s seeking, a viclent suppres-
sion of the Maoists can be expected. They will be
indulged no more.

Holier-than-thou

The Maoistsareisolaied today due o their own policy
of regarding all those who criticise them or who
disagree with them as enemies. This holier-than-thou
attitude could be their undoing, through sheer isola-
tion. They seem not to have grasped the significance
of the fact that even though practically every left
group in Nepal has protested the violent repression of
the Maoist movement, not one hag indicated support
for the "Peaple's War".

The Maoists havea false sense that they are on the
right track only because of the abject failure of main-
stream parliamentary politics over the past couple of
years. This cumulative fatlure includes the signing
away of Nepal's hydropower options to India, the
haorse-trading to maintam coaltion governments in

power, the outright corruption of those who tilla few
years ago used to call themselves revolutionaries and
democrats, and the inability to give a new push to
development activities even as market [orces move in
1o take cover the hinterland.

This failure makes the Maoists all the more seli-
righteous and vociferous, but they are making their
own mistakes. Nothing in their activities indicates
that the Maobadi are (rying to involve the local
populace. They ure taking to shorteuts and
sloganeering rather than trying to raise the awareness
level of the people to that of the leadership. The pubhc
is not being prepared to act {or itself.

Mao Zedong's direcrion was that the revolution-
ary leadership should wait pattently until people arc
ready for action. Meanwhile, they should constantly
educate the people and do whatever possible to
arouse and prepare the masses forstruggle. Noaction,
howsoever well-intentioned , should be initiated unuil
the people are prepared 1o follow. This is Mao's
famous "mass line", and without this the "People’s
War" is hound to degenerate into a war without
the people.

An objective and conscious revolutionary move-
ment is net possible and arevolutionary theory toswt
the country cannot be developed without under-
standing how Nepali society and the class struggle s
developing. Nepal's Maobadi of today are moving
ahead mthe blind hope thatall will turn outwell once
a class struggle has begun,

S. Shrestha is editor of the Nepali-language left monthly
Mulvankan
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ant organisation whose membership had grown to
four lakh by 1939, The BpPKs's demands were
all-encompassing: the abolition of the zamindari sys-
tem, cancellation of all agranian debt, establishment
of a system to transfer land ro the ller, and employ-
ment for landless peasants.

However, both before and after Independence,
the peasantry were repeatedly betrayed by the conser-
vative Congress leaders of Bihar, The Kisan Sabha
could not muster enough strength to push the Con-
gress into accepting its demands. The Sabha's
over-dependence on a few leaders, like Swami
Sahajanand, and its stronger ties with the tenants and
middle peasants at the cost of the landless and agri-
cultural labourers were 1ts major weaknesses. The
first wave of peasant struggle in the plains of Bihar,
although unsuccesstul in jtself, did clearly put rhe
writing on the wall

Flaming Fields

The spectre of radical change haunts the semi-feudal
interests of Bihar, and of India generally. The Con-
gress party, which came to dominarte Bihar's political
scene after Independence, offered token measures (o
address the tand problem. Without any shame or
pretension, the Bihar Assembly passed extremely
watered-down legislations, among others the Bihar
Land Reforms Act (1950} and the Fixation of Land
Ceiling Act (1962}, which had encugh loopholes to
-zvder them meaningless.

Because of the deep collusion between the state's
governing elite and the semi-feudal landed interests
to deny the peasantry their minimum share of land
and its produce, the pre-Independence rural class
characteristics of Bihar did not change dramaucally.
Merely, the British Raj was exchanged for an Indian
Raj Landlords, rich farmers and money-lenders were
il ranged against tribal communities, poor and
iandless peasants and village artisans

Such callous indilference was bound to ignitc a
reaction, and 25 years of silence in the countryside,
following the Bprs-led agitation of the 30s and 40s,
was broken in 1968 with a clarion call for militant
peasant struggle issued by the Marxists-Lenimsts.
This was aloud echo of the 'Naxalbari' stiruggle of the
previous year. An armed struggle in the countrvside
against semi-feudalinterests combined with arca-wise
seizuresin orderto finally capture state powerwas the
leitmotif of these revolutionaries.

After the first wave of peasant strupples domi-
nated by the middle peasantry enced in themid- 1940s,
this time it was the poor and landless peasantry who
are militantly asserting themselves. The new radical
greuping which emerged was critical of the "parlia-
mentary” tendencies in the Indian communist move-
met, and believed that the Communist Party of India
and the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) had
betrayed their revolutionary role. The Communist
Party of India (Marxist-Leninist), officially formed in
1969, emphasised the pivetal role of poor and land-
less peasants in smashing the edifice ol the
semi-colonial, semi-feudal Indian state.

The first congress of the Marxist-Leninists, held
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i Caleuttain May 1970 and inspired by Mao Zedeng's
Chinese revelution, adopied afull-fledged programme
of action. The congress held that the "principal con-
tradiction” of the period was between feudalism and
the broad masses of the Indian people. Resolution of
that contradiction would lead to the settlement ol all
other contradictions.

The districts of Muzaffarpur and Bhojpur were
the first places in Bihar where the silence of the
peasants was decisively broken. Heroic fower caste
fipures hke Jagdish Mahto, Ram Naresh Ram, Bhutan
Musahar. Rameshwar Ahir and Nirmal Mahto, were
some of the early leaders struggiing to ignite that
single spark that would hght the prairie fire. By the
late 1670s, many central and some northern districts
ol Bihar were raging with the flames of peasant
struggles.

Unlike Naxalbart in West Bengal, the place ofils
genesis, the Marxist-Leninist struggle in Bihar has
endured. Unlike the other communist parties, the
one persisting and defining theme of the
Marxist-Leninist struggle here has been its ability 10
draw the sustained participation of the poor and
landless against the arrogant, brutal and corrupt
ruling classes. The state's lertile fields have heen kept
in flames by three dominant Marxist-Leninist partics,
amaeng half a duzen others. These are the CplM-L)
Likeration, ¢P1iM L Party Unity and the Maoist Com-
munist Centre.

Some of the mistakes commutted inthe early days
ol the struggle, from the early to mid-70s - such as
extraordinary dependence on annihilation of class
enemies and neglect of mass movements - have been
apparently rectified, though much organisationaland
ideologival re-direction may still be needed in order
to launch and sustain a major struggle.

Belchi to Hahaspur

Bihar's economy s overwhelmingly rural-based, with
74 percent of the population of 100 mitlion relyingon
agriculture {or survival. Sixty-four percent of the
people belong to the backward' and ‘'scheduled’
castes, 2 1 percentare Muslims and 'scheduled' tribes.
Between 85-90 percent of the state's rural households
own less than Sacres of land each The ‘backward' and
'scheduled’ communities have nursed a historical
grievance against the upper castes who make up 15
percent of the population but have untl recently
largely dominated the economic, cultural and politi-
cal structures.

Four stratcgics came 1o dominate the
Marxist-Leninist struggle tor the heart and minds of
Bihar's people. Perhaps the most successful has been
the relentless comhbat on social issues. The constant
battle waged by the lower custe rural poor inacquir-
ing social dignity, or izzat, has been immeasurably
successtul The Marxist-Lerunists have thus been able
to help deal a devastating blow to the cultural heart of
feudalism.

Secondly, the tocus has heen on the seizure and
distribution of surplus land under the illegal posses-
sicn of landlords, mahants {rehgious heads), and
other big landowners, which amounted to about 1.4
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million acres statewide even after the implementation
of 'land reform'. This 1s perhaps the most intense and
violent of all the struggles, and success has been
partial and concentrated in a few districts of central
and south Bihar such as Pamma, Bhojpur, Nalanda,
Gaya, Jehanabad and Palamu. It is hecause of the
challenge put up by the feudals against the concrete
actions to seize land that the Marxists-Leninists have
felt the need to arm groups of peasants.

Thirdly, the activists have mobilised a struggle
for minimum wages of agricullural labourers. Lven
the minimum wage of [NR 16.50 per day during
non-harvesting periods and 10 percent of the crops
during harvesting periods are not given Lo agricul-
tural labourers. The struggle around wages can, how-
ever, create counter-productive tensions when the
middle peasants are not able to pay the minimum to
agricultural lahourers. This has heen a potenially
divisive issue, for the Marxist-Lemmist strategy clearly
depends on uniting hoth these classes,

Finally, the actvists have 1n the last decade
succeeded in pressuring iecal administrations to un-
dertake development projects in the 'hackward' ar-
eas. Meanwhile, the rural population has heen
mobilised to monitor and ensure that the crores
ol rupees allocated for digging wells, huilding
roads, providing ol warchouse facilities, and so
on, are not squandered. While forcing the
"comprador-burcaucratic" capitalist structure 1o be
directly accountable to the people, the
Marxist-Leninists alse want to intensity the contra-
dictions within it.

All these activities have been directed against
Bihar's ruling classes. They are like the "haron of old"
who, in the words of Karl Marx, "thought every
weapon in his own hand fair against the pleheian,
while in the hands ol the plebeian a weapon of any
kind constituted itsell a crime" Placenames such
as Belchhi (1977), Parashigha-Dohiya (1980},
Pipra (1986}, Kansara (1986}, Arwal (1986),
Khagri-Damuhan (1988), Tishkhora (1991),
Bathanitola (1996), Ekwari {1996}, and Habaspur
(1997 among many others, are deeply ctched in the
mind and memory of Bihar's poor and landless peas-
ants. Names like these mark the moments when the
landed interests struck barbarically and merailessly at
the rural poor, killing thousands.

Since the early 1980s, the big landlords, in
conruvance with the Bihar state apparatus, have even
orgarised themselves into privale armies, or senas.
The purpuse ol these well-equipped teudal war par-
ties — with names like Ranvir Sena, Kunwar Sena,
Sunlight Sena. Brahmrishit Sena, Lorik Sena, Bhum
Sena —1s to strike terror amoeng the peasantry in order
to force their militancy to backtrack. Many such senas
have, however, been liquidated by the ditferent wings
ol the Marxist-Lenimst parties of Bihar.

Land or Votes

CPUM-L) Liberation, led by its general secretary, Vinod
Mishra, is perhaps the revolulionary organisation of
Bihar that has travelled the greatest political distance
In a "rectification” programme launched in 1977, the

group moved away from an emphasis on “annihila-
tion of individual class enemies" to a concerted at-
tempt at organising mass peasant movements under
the umhrella of a "Kisan Sahha". In 1982, this group
ook an even more radical step by deciding Lo enter
the thickets of parliamentary struggle under the ban-
ner of the Indian People's Front.

At igs Tifth Party Congress in 1992, the CPIM-1)
Liberation itsell decided to come cut into the open
and participate in all kinds of progressive mass
organisations and parliamentary forums. The group's
overall electoral success has been waxing and waning.
It won one parliamentary seat in 1989 and has one
seat, won by a '[raternal’ Assam party, the ASDC, inthe
present Parllament. 1t sent seven members to the
Bihar State Assembly in 1890, hut this number was
down 1o six in 1993, when the panty polled around a
million votes. The Indian People's Tront was dis-
solved in 1994 because, it was claimed, it was absorb-
ing and diverting the energies of the mother, Libera-
tion, organisation.

[t is too carly say whether the Liheration group
was well-advised 1o enter the parliamentary fray, but
it certainly signals a sharp break from its earlier
deologeal moorings, On the one hand. the obvious
benelit is a national presence and the possibility of
intervening and giving shape to country-wide de-
hates. On the other hand, there is the fear that
electoral pursuit will dilute the struggle cver land,
thus compromising the very core of the
Marxist-Leninist ideological agenda. The desire for
easy electoral victories, it 1s said, will provide to some
areason toexcuse themselves from the harder struggles
en the ground. Other Marxist-Leninist organisations
in Bihar, like the Maoist Communist Centre (MCC)
and the cP1M-13 Party Unity, have refused o enterthe
electeral arena because of this perceived danger.

While the debate aver strategy continues among
the Marxisl-Leninists, the stakes are becoming higher
with each passing day. For arrayed against the peas-
antry this time are not only the Congress with its class
interest but the centrist and very corrupt Janata Dal
and the right-wing Hindu fundamentalists.

Ultimately, the Marxist-Leninist ideclogy will
triumph or be defeated depending on the skill wath
which they use thewr parliamentary and extra-parlia-
mentary options. While iLis imporiant not te let go of
the down-to-earth struggle against exploitation of the
peasantry, they must work to establish a national
presence as opposed tostrong presence inalew states
like B:har, Andhra Pradesh and Assam (under the
banner of Aspa).

Tnecall by the cpi(m-1) Liberation fera "National
Leit Federation” of all commumst parties may pro-
ducerthe urgent strengthening of India's anti-systemic
forces Much is riding on the success or defeat of the
different communist strategies as they play them-
selves out in Bihar. Whether they will destroy or
triumphantly restore the diseased heart of India is yet
1o be seen. ;

Shishir K. Jha is PhD candidate at Syracuse University,
New Yorh.
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enquiry.

Atotal of 1805 people werekilled by the Naxalites
during the same period of 1981-1996, most of them
belonging to lower castes, such as washermen and
cobblers. The Pw¢ justified these actions by saying
that they had targeted police informants. This charge
have been denied by the people of the villages where
the killings took place.

The Pw killed a Deputy Inspector General of
Police, K.S. Vyas, as he was jogging in a Hyderabad
stadium, and a Congress Member of Parliament,
Magunta SubbaramiReddy , athisresidence in Ongole.
In Nizamabad, another Congress MP, M, Baga Reddy,
escaped recently when a landmine exploded after his
jeep had passed. Four Congress workers in the fol-
lowing jeep were killed. In 1996, the Pwa blasted the
Sirpur Utnoot Police stationn Adilabad, killing all 14
policemen sleeping inside.

The Andhra Pradesh High Court has suggested
that a peace commission be set up to solve the
probiem of Naxalite viclence and the Stale's response
10 it. However, no headway has been made because it
is difficult to get someone who enjoys the Pwé's
confidence 1o serve in such a commission. The rwG
was banned by a Congress {I) Government 1in 1992
and the ban remains in place today.

China’s Chairman

Why does Pwa Hourish in Andhra when its brand of
politics 15 ailing elsewhere? A principal reason is
perhaps the area's history of armed struggle, against
the Nizam of Hyderabad state and the big zamindars.
(See earlier article, "The Chinese Way in Telangana”.)
Perhaps an indirect legacy of the Group's activism has
been the growing awareness among the people of the
need tonarrow the difference between the upper and
lower classes. This 1s evident in events such as the
1996 eleciions, when a powerful Reddy candidate for
Parliament was defeated in Warangal by a
Lambada, a Scheduled Tribe candidate, or when a
powerful Velama candidate was defeated by a
handloom weaver in Karimnagar Both won on a
Telugu Desam ticket.

For all its ideological fervour and speaking the
lanpuage of the gun, victory is nowhere insight for the
rwa. It has, at best, about 30 dalams of 13 people each
based in the forests Till now, the state police has
found itself competent to handle the situation, with
just a little help from a few companies of the Central
Reserve Police Force and the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police. It alse seems clear that the PWG's much-
vaunted hold on the districts where they have strong
presence is based on fear and intimidation. The result
1s that the Group's call for the boycott of general
elections is consistently ignored.

The Group's assessment is that India is still ruled
by the comprador bourgeois classes, who run the
country at the beck and call of US imperialism, the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.
The various revolutionary communist groups attribute
the collapse of the Soviet Union to the ineptitude of
Gorbachev rather than (o any weakness in
Marxism-Leninism. They say that ownership of land
in the hands of a lew is central (o the expleitation of
the totling masses. In keeping with these radical
views, the rwG boycotted celebrations of the 50th
anniversary of Indian independence.

The rwiés presently trying to intemationalise 1t
appeal Ttattended an interational seminar erganised
by the Workers Party of Belgium in Brussels in May
1996, alony with 60 orgamisations of 40 countries.
There, reporis say, PwG leaders held talks with cpp of
the Philippines. the pcrof Peru, Te (ML ef Turkey  the
Marxist-Leninist orpanisations of Senegal, and others.

Hopefully, however, the Group perhaps realises
the pitlalls of importing revolution in whatever form,
as ils own experience indicates. After the Srilakulam
mavernent which was started in 1967 collapsed in
1971, the pw leadership assessed that they had made
a mistake with the slogan "China's Chairman is Qur
Chairman®. Because the Savara and Jatapu trihes of
the district could net identily themselves with a
Chinese chairman

R.J. Rajendra Prasad writes for The Hindu from
Hyderabad.
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organisation seemed to transform ttsell into & man-
stream political party, abandoning the advocacy of
armed revolution and engaging, in parliamentary poli-
tics. In fact, the Front took part in two imporant
clections, the District Development Council
Clections of 1980 and the presidential elections of
1982, in which Wijeweera put lumselt forward as a
candidate.

This "mainstream phas&” was soon Lo end, how-
ever. In December 1982, the UNP government de-
cided to extend its rule without helding general
elections on the basis of a ngged referendum. This
clear breach of democratic faith disilfusioned the jve
leaders, who had tried 1o work within the electoral
process in the hope of gaining some legitimate parlia-
mentary representation. In August 1983, soon alter
the widespread anti-Tamil violence of the previous
month, the UNP povernment proscribed the jvr and
two other lefiist parnes for allegedly orchestrating
the vielence with the aim ol topphng the
government. [ronically, much of the violence against
Tarmils had been the handiwork of UnNE members
assisted by the pariy's trade union, the 55 {Jatika
Sevaka Sangamayal,

The 1vr leadership went inte hiding and the
erganisation remained underground and in the back-
ground until 1987 when Indian armed forces Tanded
in northern and eastern Sti Lanka on the mandate of
the so-called Indo-Lanka Accerd, the purpose of
which was to contain the Tamil Tiger-led insurrection
in those areas. The vi's well-estahlished ant-Indian

position now became the key to its growth and
legitimation. The organisation even gained a certamn
nationalist aura for its prophetic genius in opposing
Indian expansionism. The Ivp was thus handed its
new set of slogans: it appealed to the Sinhala masses
by depicting the Jayawardane government and Tamil
political formations as pawns of Western and Indian
imperialism out Lo divide the country.

From a self-proclaimed radical left youth
organisation, the (Ve rapidly metamorphosed into a
ficrcely nationalistic, Sinhala-centric outfit. The jvp
called upon the "patriotic masses to tally against the
traitorous UNP government in order to save the moth-
erland". Even though the party continues to deny it,
during this time the Jvralso formed the Deshapremu
Junata Vyaparaya (Patriotic People's Movement) for
the specilic purpose of carrying ont military action,
mcluding assassinations of political encmies. With
the much-hated Indo-lanka Accord prownding the
required impetus, the v was ready, once agam, 1o
use armed rebellion to capture stawe power.,

The Tront's use ol threats, intimidation and
political violence escalated in two phases. with the
provincial council elections of 198 and the presi-
dential efections of December 1989 The e regarded
the provincial councils, established by Parliament in
1987 through a constitutional amendment, as
anti-Sinhala and anu-natienal [ werror tacties made
for very low voter turnout, as low as & percent in the
er-dominated Hambansoa districn i the Southern
Province.
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Pakistan Flip-Flop

THE UN Security Council is all set to he
expanded, which leaves Pakistan's foreign
policy managers in a bind. The Unized
States has given what seems to be a ned to
the inclusion of India as a permanent mem-
ber in the Council, and this is being viewed
as a nightmare {or Pakistani foreign policy.
The whole fabric of geo-political realities in
the South Asian region would be disturbed.
India, in the Pakistani view, remains a
flagrant violator of Security Council's own
resolutions cn Kashmir,

The US announcement to entarge the
Council with Germany, Japan and one
membet state each from Asia, Africa and
South America came in the wake of a meet-
ing between the US chief delegate Bill
Richardsen and the Indian Ambassador
Prakash Shah in New York on 15 July. A
deal is said to have been struck ai that
meeting, with India having bartered its
signature on the Cormnprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) [ora permanent seat. This has
complicated the issue for Islamabad be-
cause it has always made its own accession
to the CIBT or NPT conditional on India's
oWl signature.

Commenting upon the US proposal,
*Pakistan's Foreign Office (FO) says that it
does not construe it as endorsement of
India's bid {or a permanent station at the
Security Council round tahle. The FO
spokesman says, “As yet there is no consen-
sus on the expansion in the category which
istegarded by NaM {the Non-Aligned Move-
ment) as an znachronism. We share the
ciew of the non-aligned states that prolif-
eration of the centre of privileges is con-
trzr o democransation.”
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Pakistan, he says, favours expansion
in the non-permanent category only, with
10 more members included by rotation on
a regional basis,

This, however, is only the latest pre-
sentation of a meandenng policy. ftistrue
that Benazir Bhutto in an address to the
(General Assembly once said that Pakistan
did not favour the induction of more per-
manent members inte the Council. But a
few months later at an official banquet in
Tokyo, she reversed her stand and said
Pakistan would be happy to see Japan
occupying a permanent seat.

At the recent non-aligned summit in
Dethi, Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub Khan
pleaded for the sovereign equality of na-
tiens in the United Nations, while back

home in the National Assembly he said he
favoured Japan and Germany hecoming
permanent members. But then again, later,
the Foreign Minister chewed no words in
opposing the Indian bid for a Council seat.
Foreign Secretary Shamshad Ahmed has
maintained a similar stance, and it is ex-
pected that Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
will put up a big fight against Indian inclu-
sion when he addresses the forthcoming
session of the General Assembly in the fall.

Independent analysts in Pakistan say
that since different aspirant regions and
nations of the world will be involved in a
bruising battle to decide who has the better
claim to the regional permanent slots that
are to open, Pakistan should stand firmly
by the principles that all the 21 Council
members ~ or at least 16 of them barring
the present Permanent Five — ought to be
elected by the 183 member states. Any
betrayal of this principle, they warn, would
consign the United MNations to the dustbin
of history a la the League of Nations.

The Islamabad analysts are of the opin-
ion that cnticising India on Kashmir - the
mainstay o Pakistani diplomacy - will not
be enough to prevent India {rom achieving
its current objective, What, therefore, could
be Pakistan's bargaining chip?

il barter is the name of the game, say
some, the answer may lie in recognition of
[srael by Pakistan. And strangely enough,
only last month the religious parties in
Pakistan started to discuss the merits and
demerits ol recognising Israel. But will it be
enough to deny India the coveted chair at
the Security Council roundtable in New
York? Some think not.

— Nadeem Iqbal

Chicken vs Pizza

A COUPLE ol years ago, an overseas
businessman was stunned to be escarted
by hislocalhost toa Pizza Hut in Karachi.
The {ast foed eatery is marketed in Pak:-
stan as a place for fine cuisine. And with
prices to match, that is what it has be-
come, at least for many fast-rrack execu-
tives and the vounger set.

The dozens of homegrown pizza
parlours of Karachi and Lahare are bemng
given a run for their money by the mul-
tinational [ood franchise Thefirstbranch,
which opened in Karacoz few vears ago,
had Lahoris feeling left out. But the fran-
chise has spread out its corporate ten-
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Profile

ten only about going to jail/while for any
right-thinking person/mo poems have
heen born for blowing up jails"? It is in
Alckdhanwa's social milieu, and in
the paolitical geography of the land of
his engin, that we can locate the
termns of his identity.

Alokdhanwa has been writing
poetry for more than 25 years but has
published no more than a handful of
long poems. He has no collection in
his name. Manglesh Dabral, a writer
in Hindi, says: "He has remained
outside debates and symposiums and
he has also nuot stepped into the
so-called mainstream of poetry that
is {lowing through a few, selected
cities. He has many mcomplete po-
ems, whereas today the tendency is
tewrite and get something published
immediately. Alokdhanwa shows a
greal restraint in even geuting his
complete poems published.”

In the 1980s, with the spread of
the Naxalite movement, Bihar had
emerged as the crucible for a new
kind of struggle and consciousness.
In a region of chronic poverty and

caste-class exploutation, the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)
presented a different world, in which
ill-fed and ill-clad people rose up in
anms, (linging a challenge to an op-
pressive, agranan order, claiming "jote
boye kaie dhan, khet ka malik wahi
kisan" (those who till and sow and
harvest, only they are the owners of
the tand). Srikakulamand Telengana,
which had become legendary names
associated with popular struggles in
the earlier decades in other parts of
India, were reinvented in a fresh pe-
ricd of struggle just when their invo-
cation had begun to seem an act of
mere nostalyia. Alokdhanwahasheen
a witness as well as a partisan in this
rediscovery.

In Bihar, conditions are such
that even the Public Works Depart-
ment of the state government has a
special Naxalue cell This unit has
been entrusted with the task of con-
structing roads in areas where peas-
ants are rebellious. Those who donot
have access to roads that will take
them te schools or hespitals finaily
get roads so that the police and the
army cantake swiftaction if the prop-
erty of the landlords is in any way
threatened.

Who will build roads to the huts
of the people Alokdhanwa writes

abou? T cannot easily distance my-

self from that other, more humane,
and more militant because it 1s more
humane, message that Alokdhanwa
offers about whom he can reach with
his poetry:

From the machine that cuts ice to
the machine that cuts human
beings

against the bright, inhuman
glarmour

my poetry passes through the
middle of burning villages

with rapid fire and sharp shrieks
near the burnt woman

it is my poetry that reaches first,
when while doing this my poetry
gets burnt in different places.
And there are those who are even
today using poetry for carrying
corpses,

filling the oxygen of new
metaphors in the lungs of words,
but for him who has been born
during the curfew,

whose breath is hot like the
summer wind

in the mind of that young
coal-miner

itis like a brand new gun that my
poetry is recalied

Far [rom the prone figure of the
burnt woman, lar also [rom the fur-
nace that 1s the mind of the militant
coal-miner, te retum for a moment
tothecoolness ofthe televisionscreen
where Alyque Padamsee boasts of his
knowledge of what the Indian house-
wife wants, Mr Padamsee tells us that
he imagines the Indian middle-class
woman "daydreaming” while taking
her bath "which is the only time
when she's alone”. To this woman,
Mr Padamsee offers a "[reshness
soap".

Meanwhile, in his poem "Bhaagi
Hui Ladkiyan® (Girl an Flight)
Alokdhanwa imagines a struggle be-
tween fantasies and the actualities
that surround young women in In-
dia. T'or the poet, the scle purpose of
exploring this tension lies in the de-
piction of eppression —and the frec-
dom won by a girl in [light, threugh
her own agency and will, rather than
the fragrant enticement of a sovap
manufacturing company:

Chains of the home

become so much more visible
when a giri runs away from home.
Are you faced with memories of
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that night
which one sees again and again in
old films

whenever a girl runs away from
home?

She is not the first girl

who has been in flight

and nor is she going to be the fast
one

now there must be other boys

and other girls too

who will run away in the month of
March.

Throughout  "Bhaagi Hui
Ladrivan", Alokdhanwa prefers to
read love, particularly the love of
women, as protest, because "she cun
do anything/only giving birth does not
medan bmng g woman”. The poem is
also an condemnation of patriarchal

repression:

You will erase that

you will erase a girlin flight

from the air of her own house
you will also erase her from there
which is her childhood inside you
from there too

I know

the violence of superiors!

The poem also develops as a
stinging critique of the masculine
traffic in women and the economy of
gendered control. It rebukes the mode
of production that relies on the sub-

Jugation of women and the repres-

sion ol desire

You!

who

keep your wives separate
from whores

Crincism of Alokdhanwa's “Bhaagi Hut Ladkiyan™ in |
Samkaleen Janmat, a magazine of radical cultural |
crneism, in the words of its late edior, Maheshwar, ||

headed a better option.

Your women are runaing dwdy only in the pages of
thewr diaries, But where are they fleeing in real life,
these women? In real life, women are heing confronta-
tonal and their assertiveness is increasing by the day.
Women have begun to realise that they are struggling
wnder the collected weight of patriarchy, feudal op-
pression and capitalist-consumerise power... Where
are these confrontational women? You say that they
are fleeing in thetr diaries and we are witnessing that
they are not running away anywhere, At this time,
| compared to flecing, they would consider getting be-


































Feature

L

the Ganga and its Himalayan tnbu-
taries as the cause rather than the
Brahmaputra. This, then, can parily
explain why the hill peasant of the
Himalayan focthills is blamed when-
ever Bangladesh 1s inundated.

Bangladesh Deluge
The role of rainfall within Bangladesh
in triggering or exacerbating (loods
also seems (o have been overlooked
as experts and lay persons alike seck
answers in upper catchments. High
rainfall in Bangladesh, alter all, is a
typical feature before and during
heavy tloods and without doubt con-
tributes signilicantly to inundation.
Again, the extraordinary [tood
of 1988 provides an mteresting case
in point. Asa result of the position of
the monsoon trough over northern
Bangladesh and Assam, the northern
part of the country got heavy rainlall
that year, while the south remained
almost free of precipitation. Rainfall
in Sunamganj in nertheastern
Bangladesh was extraordinary: over
six days, from 24-29 August, 960
mm of rainfall was recorded at this
station, which is almost 20 percent of
the average annual rainfall in this
area. The period of nationwide fleed-
ing in 1988 was between 20 August
and 6 Septemher, with the peak re-

corded around 31 August.

More study is required to pin-
point the exact correlation between
localised rains and heavy inunda-
tion, but the connection seems clear.

Puzzle Pieces

In summary, the data shows that the
Bangladesh floods are influenced by
a combination of regionally differen-
tiated rainfall patterns. The influence
of the Ganga Himalaya is not impor-
tant because the catchment is at a
distance trom the Bangladeshi flood-
plain. As a result, the peak discharge
from heavy ramnfall or cdoudbursts
which are carricd down by the Hima-
layan inibutaries such as the Kosi or
Gandaki level themselves out by the
time they join the "base flow" ot the
Canga and subsequently arrive in
Bangladesh.

The contribution of the
Arunachal Himalaya to a llood onthe
Brahmaputra cannot be assessed due
to lack of data. The Meghalaya Hills,
however, seem to play a decisive role
due to therr location close to the
floodplain of Bangladesh and because
of the high rainfall and rapid runoft.
Finally. it can be said that the ramnfall
within Banglacesh itself is a signifi-
cant factor.

The Himalaya, at least the pan

located n the Ganga catchment,
seems to have neghgble impact on
[oods in Bangladesh. it this state-
ment 15 accepted, then the habat of
blaming mountaininhabitants tor the
floed catastrophes far downstream
must be abandoned. This would also
considerably improve the political
¢limate 1n the area. This does not
relieve the mountain people of ther
responstbility to use their environ-
ment in a sustainable manner,
however.

Alot of questions about rainfall,
flooding and mitigation measures
remain o be answercd . The present
study has merely added some pieces
w the complex puzzle as to why
Bangladesh fleods. Also, it has cen-
tributed to the further devaluation of
the Himalavan Degradation Theory.
Now, researchers are required to
move shead with the task of sharpen-
ing theirunderstanding of the hydro-
logical regime ol the Ganga-
Brahmapuira region. This can only
he achieved through the permancnt
and frec exchange of scientfic data
among the states of the region.

T. Hofer is physical geographer at the
Department of Geography, University
of Berne.
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Vac.97/11 Rangeland Management Specialist

The International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), which has its headquarters in Kathmandu, Nepal. was established in
1983 1o address the problems of economic and environmental development in the Hinda Kush-Himalayan (HKH) region covering parts of
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Nepal, and Pakistan. JCIMOD is an independent organisation governed by a Board
of Gavernors and funded by some 20 countries and donor organisations. It~ mandatory activities are {i) Documentation and Information Exchange,
(i) Research, (iii) Training, and (1v) Advisory Services. Activities are implemented in close collaboration with partner institutions in the regional
member countries. ICIMOD now wishes to fill the above position i its Mountain Natural Resources Division.

Qualifications

s Post Graduate academic background or equivalent in pasture or range managemani of reiated subject.
e Arleast 10 vedrs experience in pasture or range management, with expericnce in the HKH region

» Proven capabihities in writing articles, papers and documents for different target groups.

+ Proficiency in computer applications; knowledge of GIS desirable,

Detailed Terms of Reference is dvailable on request. Female Candidates are strongly encouraged to apply.

Remuneration Salary and kenefits are based on a modified UN System.
Duration Three vears. of which onc year is probational, and subject 10 continuation of present funding levels at ICIMOD.

Starting date 1 January 1998
Applications with names of three referzes. should be received before 1 November 1997 and addressed to:
Mr. M.R. Tuladhar, Head, Administration and Finance
[CIMOD. G.P.O. Box 3226, Kathmandu, Neral
Fax: f977-1) 524509/536747
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The Top of the World is at your Feet
with
EVEREST TREKKING

cream sandwich PUFF biscuits

Distributors required for South Asia.
Tel: 977-1-250001, Fax: 977-1-249723

Avaifable only in selected stores.

14 years of experience in
organising full scale expeditions,
quided climbs and treks in the
dHumalaya.

Everest Trekking

G.P.O. Box 1676

Kamaladi, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 977-1-226358

Fax: 977-1-224031

email: ettashi@mos.com.np

SPEEDILY,
SAFELY &
GUARANTEED.

To send your pracious goods
through air-cargo, air-sea cargo, sea cargo, air/sea-
mail {post parcel), packing and forwarding to any
destination in the world Speedily,
Safely and Guaranteed.

HIMALAYAN PACKERS & MOVYERS

FP.0.Box 3745, Jyatha, Thamel, Kathmandu, Nepal.
Ph: {(off) 249444, 253444, Fax: 977-1-224247
E-mail: himlal@movers.mos.com.np
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Some people think Envirenmental Degradatlon Is inevitable sooner or later
: But we think otherwise
i For Better Envirecnment and Quality Laboratory Services Consult
"Nepal Environmental & Scientific Services” [NESS {P) Ltd.]
Thapathali, Kathmandu, Phone: 244588, Fax:: 226028
Ours is the First and the only Laboratory in Nepal to be Accredited by Nepal
Council of Standards. Our specialized services include:
: » Analysis of Air, Water, Seil and Plant matters,
Qualty control and Analysis of Raw materials,
Industrial Products,
. Surveying and Consulting for Environmental Studies,

Food and

-

‘ Management, and Design of Paliution Treatment Systems

Technical Consultancy for EIA, Poliution Control, Environmental !

Himalayan View * Green Hills overlocking Kathmandu Yal-
ley from Rooftop Temace with Restaurant & Bivr = All rooms
with artached bath * Hat & Cold Shower 24 hours = Laun-
dry service 2 tnnes a day * Free Jugguge storage * Sate
deposit * Tour Agency at reception * Postal Services

* Threct lternational Cail

1.4

Paknajol 15/63, Thamel, Kathmandu
[Behind of Hotel Marshyangdn)

HOTEL MT. EVEREST Tob- 977- 142018y
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"Explore the Hirmalayas through the Nature Trails"

.Trekkmg & E:xpLdm(m .WhltC Water
Rafting ®Unique Cultural Tours

Hotel Reservation  ®Wildlife Safan
®Sight Sceing  ®Air/Bus Ticketing
®Trip to Tibet, Bhutan and other tourist
related services.

For details please contact:

Nature Trail Trekking (P) Ltd.

G. P O. Box: 7405, Thamel, Kathmandu
Tel. +977-1-425925/4245926

Fax: +977-1-425926

The Triangle ‘Earth
[A Mountain Resort-Cuest House tor the Travetlers on the edpe of Lake Rara]
A Triangle out of 2 Circle
Pause ! Ponder | and Submerge into yoursell ! Explore ! Discover the answers ! Meanwhile,
venture ot in the country's smailest national park with its biggest fake, RARA atan
elevation of MK m. A pristine nature with hlew torquoise water. A friendly people on the
shadows of Maunt Chayanath. May the answer come to cach and every visitor,

Murma, Seribrsaunil, Rary V-9
Ruryal Rara Nativnul Park. Mupy, Nepsd
Pho 9T -ATO0RT. 613074

Pux G77-1-47146

Tl s ionaged bhawani whnk vom np

Cecil Rajendra's World Famous
Environmental Poems

Broken Buds . .. Rs. 30
Papa Moose's Nursery Rhymes .. .
NOW BOTH FOR RS, 40 !

Rs. 30

Bhakta Prasad Bhyaguto -
Adventures of a Nepali Frog
A travel adventure for children of all
ages.
Rato Bangala Kjtas
Patan Dhoka, Sridarbar Tole, Lalitpur

Mailing Address: P.O Box. 42, Nepal
Tel: 977-1-522614. Fax: Y77-1-521013

Ordcer from:
The Other Indra Bookstore
Above Mapusa Clinic
Mapusa 43 307, GOA | INIHA
Tel: 41-832-263300 Fax: 91-832-263305

TRINITY TRAVELS
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HIMALAYAN PAPER WORKS

i Manufacturers and
Exporters of High
Quality Handmade
Paper Products |

Note Books, Stationeries, Writing Sets,
Gift Boxes, Photo Frames, Albums and Others

Factory: Kamal Binayak, Bhaktapur (el +#477-1-61 3344)
GPO Box: 12226, Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: +977-1-418267

Fax:+977-1-22443]

Email: hpw @ webnepal.wlink.comnp

Try Our Product & Fee[ tbe DTfference

Make a wise chotce while choosing your tour operator. And of course. at unbeat-
able costs

Tours. treks. air tickets, mountain flights, wildlife safaris. civer rafting. group
incentives, cargo reservations, hotels. trips 1o Tibet andfor tailor-made-to it pack-
ages of your choice within Nepal, India, Tibet, Bhutan & Sikkim

Contact:

PO Box 221, Kwmaladi, Kathmandu, NEPAL
Tel. 245573, 222160, 246367,

Fax, 977-1-227160

TRINITY @wlink.com.np




ALL NEPAL RIVER TREKS (P) LTD.

A special invitation to Visit Nepal '98.
We offer you exotic adventure holidays.

On rivers, mountains and elephant backa. '
(ome anjoy our hospitality.

SANCHAYA KOSH BUILDING, COMPLEX NO 110, THAMEL, P.O. BOX 7140, KATHMANDU, NEPAL
TEL: 252609 FAX: 977-1-222223
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Koshi Handlooms, Nepal

P.0.Box: 3745, Thamel, Kathmandu., {Close to Immigration Office, Thamet), Tel: 416738, Fax: +377-1-224247, E-mail: himlai®movers.mos.com.np

Aw uthentic Nepalese Restaunant with a ypical Nepali
MBtmospliene apens from the 1ot of Octoben 1997

A Bestawrant especially desigmed dor

visit nepal ‘98

Q and beyond ta cater guality and autheniic
Nepralese meal.

For more information please coniaer:
Bhojan Griha, PO box 536
Dillibazur. Kathmandu. Nepal

Tel: 247078, 247081, 416423, 411603

& . o Fax: 977-1-243250
B?‘HDJA‘N G‘R]‘HA E-mail: explore @mos.com.np
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