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Nepal wins the Asian Cricket Council U-19 Cup

The year 2001 marked cornerstone in the history of Nepali
cricket scene. Sri Lankan coach Roy Dias stepped in to
replace Pakistani Aftaab Balooch. And just after three months
of his coachmanship, the helped Nepal win the first ever
international tournament of such stature, the Youth Asia Cup.

The mentor of the player-boys has helped Nepal
add several silverwares to its trophy gallery. And
was added another glory to Nepal's international
arena: the fifth ACC (Asian Cricket Council) U-19
Cup. Page 19
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A local attends the mock parliment session held in Patan by the 7
party alliance earlier this year.

PREENA SHRESTHA
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available for free
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Nepal Telecom's leaves
Mobile users frustrated

Nepal Telecom (NT), Nepal's largest land line and
mobile phone service provider, has consistently
failed to fix the network problems in it's mobile
service, leaving users frustrated and angry. The only
assurance from NT so far has been their word to “fix"
the problem in a few days for weeks now! Page 5

KCM's 3rd Annual
Cultural Week

Kathmandu College of Management's (KCM) third
annual Cultural Week started on 17 Nov. While part
of the proceeds were donated to the underprivi-
leged orphans of the Nepal Children Association
(Bal Mandir), part of it went to the KCM student
scholarship programme fund. ‘“lt's been an
amazing experience," gushes Tanushree Vaidya,
student volunteer from KCM. “We're learning a lot
about managing events and programs." Page 14



For the best deals in mobile phones for your famaily, come down to

Tibet Mobile. It's never been easier to stay in touch, even if you live in or live out!

We also do money transfer!

Email: tibetmobile@gmail.com
Address: 37-50, 74St., Jackson Heights, NY 11371

Tel: 718- 205- 2339 and 917- 605- 0973
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Letters

Dear Nepali Aawaz,

It was shocking to see images of the crown prince at
the X-Treme Rock Show 2062. Sure, everyone get's
to take time off and enjoy themselves, but when the
country is falling apart, shouldn't the crown prince
have something better to do than ruin a concert
experience for the audience and the aritsts by
maintaining an empty football field? Isn't it high time
that the royalty think for the people and not just what
suits them best? Rock on, indeed.

Suraj, California.

Hi,

| was just so excited to read about all the music
festivals happening in Kathmandu. Sure, not all of
them seem to be organisied for the best reasons,
but Jazzmandu definitely sounds great. Thanks for
keeping us posted.

Bijaya Karki, London.

Sujata Sharma, Canada.

Hi Nepali Aawaz,

It was as interesting as shocking to read Weekends In
The Lives of Nepali Students. | couldn't have imagined
what Nepali students do during those precious hours
between Friday afternoon and Sunday night. Not that
it was something I'd randomly think about, but once
collected and published, it sure made for an inter-
esting read.

Jyoti Basnet, Kathmandu.

Hello,

| really liked the lifestyle and entertainment sections,
but how about more politics?

Raj.
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Nepal Telecom's

leaves Mobile users
frustrated

Nepal Telecom (NT), Nepal's largest
land line and mobile phone service
provider, has consistently failed to fix the
network problems in it's mobile service,
leaving users frustrated and angry. The
only assurance from NT so far has been
their word to “fix" the problem in a few
days for weeks now!

The company had recently posted a
public notice in the state run Rising
Nepal saying it would be upgrading its
second generation (2G) GSM network
to 2.5G (GPRS) General Packet Radio
Service and also replacing all 92 base
transceiver stations (BTSs) in various
parts of Kathmandu valley with new
ones.

Pre-paid mobile phone services were
shut down for 6 months after 1 Feb. 05.
Ever since the service resumed, users
have had a miserable time trying to
use their mobile phones. What makes
it even worse is the fact that engineers
at Nepal Telecom don't know what the
problem is. “We are not really sure
what the problem is, so that makes
fixing it a little more difficult," said one
of the engineers to Nepali Aawaz after
requesting anonimity.

Cell phone wusers in Nepal have
consistently faced unusual problems.
Messages like “Mobile switched off" and
“Mobile out of reach" seem to randomly
respond when calling cell phonnes.
“l can see who the caller is, but when
| answer it, the caller can't hear me.
It's pathetic!" says Raman Adhikari, a
frustrated mobile user.

Since the service started a fwe years
ago, NT has distributed about 60,000
post-paid and about 200,000 pre-
paid SIM cards. It earns about 2
billion rupees in revenue from mobile
phone services annually. The rise in
the number of mobile subscriber has
also worsened the problem with NT's
technology unable to cope with the
traffic. When it cannot handle network
glitches with only 250,000 subscribers,
one cannot imagine what the service will
be like once they sell one million mobile
subscriptions like they have planned to
soon after installing the 2.5GPRS.
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Nepali Students Top Performers at CUNY

New York. As the fall semester was
just starting in colleges across the
US, three Nepali students studying
at City University of New York, a
board of community colleges spread
through the five boroughs of New York,
were recognised for their academics
excellence. Mahendra Nagar's Matrica
P. Joshi, a student of Computer Science
who scored 3.97 GPA, Kathmandu's
Sachin  Shrestha, a  Computer
Networking student who scored 3.95

GPA, and Banepa's Shanti Om Bade, a
student of Accounting who scored 3.86
GPA, were the three students honored
by the college board. “l am pleased
to have the opportunity to congratulate
these outstanding professionals," said
Paul Sharman, CUNY's interim executive
director.

Nepali students across the US and in
many parts of the world have excelled
in their college courses and earned

similar commendations. Many have
also gone on to become successful
professionals in their fields. There is a
significant Nepali community in New
York, and while a majority of them are
working, many of them are also students
in schools and colleges here.
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Major Political Development in Nepal; King Gyanendra

NEWS

on leave
- SUBEL BHANDARI

KASHISH DAS SHRESTHA

Dark clouds gather over this poster of King Gyanendra in New Road, Kathmandu, in July.

Kathmandu. In the biggest political
development in Nepal since King
Gyanendra's take over on 1 Feb. 05,
Nepal's most influential political parties
and the Maoists have reached a 12-
point agreement “to restore democracy
[in Nepal]."

The U.S Embassy in Nepal had initially
warned the seven party alliance about
their plans to work with the armed
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist),
but last week American Ambassador
James F Moriarty headed to New Delhi,
India, where the seven party political
parties had been holding meetings
with  Maoist supremos Dr. Pushpa
Kamal Dhakal, alias Prachanda, and Dr.
Bauram Bhattarai, alias, Lal Dhoj. Now,
while the King is on a trip to Johan-
nesberg for two weeks, the Seven
Party alliance and the Maoists have
formed a coalition “for democracy," a
first since the armed movement started
in 1996. In Kathmandu, Ambassador
Moriarty denied meeting the party
and Maoist leaders in Delhi, calling it
a “coincidence," that they were in the
city at the same time. But the US has
been critical of the King ever since
when he dissolved the Parliament,
reinstating the Monarchy as the ruler
of Nepal and essentially suspending
democracy. “The United States, which
supports the restoration of democracy
in Nepal and the prevention of a Maoist
takeover, believes the best way to
reach these goals is through unity of
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Nepal's legitimate political forces - the
political parties and the monarchy. We
urge both to re-establish an effective
working relationship to lead Nepal out
of its current crisis, and to work toward
a democratic and peaceful future for the
country and its people. We hope that the
Maoists will enter into peace negotia-
tions with the government in good faith,
abandon their weapons, and come into
the political mainstream. Until these
steps are taken, the Maoists cannot be
treated as a legitimate political party,”
said a press statement released by the
U.S Embassy in Nepal last week.

In a press statement released over
the weekend, the Maoist Chairman
Prachanda said thatthey have reached a
12-pointagreement with the mainstream
political parties during various phases of
talks. The Maoists have accepted to limit
themselves to “competitive multiparty
democracy" adhering to liberty, human
rights, and the rule of law. Both the
sides have committed to evaluate
their past mistakes and pledged to not
repeat them. The agreement paper
also says that, in order for a free and
fair election, the Maoists and the parties
have reached an understanding to keep
the Maoists' armed forces and the Royal
Nepalese Army under UN or other trust-
worthy international supervision during
the constituent assembly election. The
Maoists have committed to allow leaders
and cadres of other political parties
and commoners, who were displaced

during the armed struggle, to return
home.The alliance and the Maoists
have decided to boycott the upcoming
municipal polls and also decided to
work jointly to make the elections
unsuccessful. Both the parties have
appealed the national and international
communities to help in their movement
for the restoration of total democracy in
Nepal.In the statement, they have called
on civil society, professional organi-
sations, sister organisations of the
political parties, intellectuals and all the
Nepali citizens to make the movement
for a democratic Nepal a success. The
agreement paper indicates that the
Maoist rebels, whose armed struggle
has cost over 12,000 lives since 1996,
have discarded their earlier agenda of
establishing a “Communist Republic of
Nepal."

The parties and the Maoists in their
separate statements, have, however,
not mentioned when and where they
reached agreement. The signatories
include: Nepali Congress President
Girija Prasad Koirala, CPN-UML General
Secretary Madhav Kumar Nepal, acting
president of the Nepali Congress-
Democratic, Gopal Man Shrestha,
and Janamorcha Nepal's president
Amik Serchan, vice-president of Nepal
Sadbhawana  Party  (Anandidevi),
Bharat Bimal Yadav, Nepal Majdoor
Kishan Party's member Prem Suwal,
and Samyukta Bam Morcha's Krishna
Das Shrestha.

The statement however does not state
if the movement is planned to dethrone
King Gyanendra, an agenda that has
picked up steam amongst student
unions and civil societies in the last
few months. Nepali Congress (NC)
president Girija Prasad Koirala has
denied that the alliance has entered
into a working unity with the rebels. He
said, “What we have entered into is an
understanding, not a working alliance.
It will pave way for both the parties to
move ahead." However, CPN-UML
general secretary Madhav Kumar Nepal
called it a breakthrough, saying, “this is
a significant achievement for achieving
peace which even the king has failed
to do." He insisted that the Maoists
have pledged to join the mainstream.
Shedding light on how the alliance and
the rebels expect to take the nation out
of autocracy and regression, Nepal
said, “The King must now withdraw all
regressive steps undertaken in the past.
Election to constituent assembly is the
only way out."

There has been no official reaction from

the government of Nepal, formed by the
King after 1 Feb.
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12-Point Understanding between the

Parties and Maoists

The Letter of Understanding (Unofficial trans-
lation)

The long struggle between absolute monarchy
and democracy in Nepal has now reached a
very grave and new turn. Establishing peace
by resolving the 10-year old armed conflict
through a forward-looking political outlet has
become the need of today. Therefore, imple-
menting the concept of absolute democracy
through a forward-looking restructuring of
the state has become an inevitable need to
solve the problems related to class, caste,
gender, region etc of all sectors including
political, economic, social and cultural,
bringing autocratic monarchy to an end and
establishing absolute democracy. We make
public that, against this existing backdrop
and reference in the country, the following
understanding has been reached between
the seven parliamentary parties and the CPN
(Maoist) through different methods of talks.

Points of Understanding

1. Today, democracy, peace, prosperity,
social advancement and a free and sovereign
Nepal is the chief wish of all Nepalese. We
completely agree that autocratic monarchy
is the main hurdle in (realizing) this. It is our
clear view that without establishing absolute
democracy by ending autocratic monarchy,
there is no possibility of peace, progress
and prosperity in the country. Therefore,
an understanding has been reached to
establish absolute democracy by ending
autocratic monarchy, with all forces against
the autocratic monarchy centralizing their
assault against autocratic monarchy from
their respective positions, thereby creating a
nationwide storm of democratic protests.

2. The seven agitating parties are fully
committed to the fact that only by establishing
absolute democracy through the restoration
of the Parliament with the force of agitation,
forming an all-party government with complete
authority, holding elections to a constituent
assembly through dialogue and understanding
with the Maoists, can the existing conflict in the
country be resolved and sovereignty and state
power completely transferred to the people.
It is the view and commitment of the CPN
(Maoist) that the above mentioned goal can
be achieved by holding a national political
conference of the agitating democratic
forces, and through its decision, forming
an interim government to hold constituent
assembly elections. An understanding has
been reached between the agitating seven
parties and the CPN (Maoist) to continue
dialogue on this procedural work-list and find
a common understanding. It has been agreed
that the force of people's movement is the
only alternative to achieve this.

3. Today, the country has demanded the
establishment of permanent peace along
with a positive solution to the armed conflict.
Therefore, we are committed to ending
autocratic monarchy and the existing armed
conflict, and establishing permanent peace
in the country through constituent assembly
elections and forward-looking political outlet.
The CPN (Maoist) expresses its commitment
to move along the new peaceful political
stream through this process. In this very
context, an understanding has been reached
to keep, during the holding of constituent
assembly elections after ending autocratic
monarchy, the armed Maoist force and the
royal army under the supervision of the United
Nations or any other reliable international
supervision, to conclude the elections in a
free and fair manner and accept the result of
the elections. We expect reliable international
mediation even during the dialogue process.

4. Expressing clearly and making public insti-
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tutional commitment to the democratic norms
and values like the competitive multiparty
system of governance, civil liberties, human
rights, the concept of the rule of law, funda-
mental rights etc, the CPN (Maoist) has
expressed commitment to move forward its
activities accordingly.

5. The CPN (Maoist) has expressed its
commitment to create an environment allowing
the political activists of other democratic
parties displaced during the course of the
armed conflict to return to their former
localities and live there with dignity, return
their home, land and property seized in an
unjust manner and carry out their activities
without let or hindrance.

6. Undertaking self criticism and self evaluation
of past mistakes, the CPN (Maoist) has
expressed commitment not to repeat such
mistakes in future.

7. The seven political parties, undertaking
self evaluation, have expressed commitment
not to repeat the mistakes of the past which
were committed while in parliament and in
government.

8. In the context of moving the peace process
forward, commitment has been expressed to
fully respect the norms and values of human
rights and press freedom and move ahead
accordingly.

9. As the announcement of municipal polls
pushed forward with the ill-motive of deluding
the people and the international community
and giving continuity to the autocratic and
illegitimate rule of the King, and the talk of
elections to Parliament are a crafty ploy,
we announce to actively boycott them and
call upon the general public to make such
elections a failure.

10. The people and their representative
political parties are the real guardians of
nationality. Therefore, we are firmly committed
to protecting the independence, sover-
eignty, geographical integrity of the country
and national unity. Based on the principle
of peaceful co-existence, it is our common
obligation to maintain friendly relations with
all countries of the world and good-neighbour
relationship with neighbouring countries,
especially India and China. But we request the
patriotic masses to be cautious against the
false attempt by the King and (his) loyalists to
prolong his autocratic and illegitimate rule and
delude the patriotic people by projecting the
illusory “Mandale" nationalism and questioning
the patriotism of the political parties, and
appeal to the international powers and the
people to support, in every possible way,
the democratic movement against autocratic
monarchy in Nepal.

11. We call upon the civil society, profes-
sional organizations, various wings of parties,
people of all communities and regions, press
and intellectuals to actively participate in the
peaceful movement launched on the basis of
these understandings centered on democracy,
peace, prosperity, forward-looking social
change and the country's independence,
sovereignty, and pride.

12. Regarding the inappropriate conducts that
took place between the parties in the past, a
common commitment has been expressed
to investigate any objection raised by any
party over such incidents, take action if found
guilty, and to make the action public. An
understanding has been reached to settle
any problem emerging between the parties
through peaceful dialogue at the concerned
level or at the leadership level.

NEWS

Government officials react:

This alliance is “unnatural." The
government is very seriously studying
the agreement between the parties
and Maoists and the opposition
alliance and will shortly formulate
its stance on the development. If
that alliance turned into an alliance
of selfish interest or an unnatural
alliance, it will be unfortunate for
the country. This (understanding)
has been reached at the instance of
foreign powers. The royal government
will not be an obstacle towards any
efforts aimed at restoring peace in
the country. Peace can't be restored
in the country through at the behest
of the foreigners. The country must
move forward as per the roadmap
charted by the country's constitution.
“If the (major) parties—who drafted
this constitution—decide to discard it,
what can be done?

- Minister for Information and Commu-
nication Tanka Dhakal

The agreement is an “unholy alliance"
to disintegrate the country. It is also
an attempt to hoodwink the people
to join their agitation. The under-
standing was reached in “haste"
without consulting other 130 political
parties and the government. The King
would have no problem to go for
Constituent Assembly election if “all
political parties" demanded so. The
government may take legal action
against the seven-party alliance
leaders once it establishes evidence
that they were hob-nobbing with the
Maoists.

- Sachit Shumshere Rana, Member of
Raj Parishad Standing Committee

Anyone can take initiative to restore
peace in the country but it should be
in the interest of the Nepalis. Anything
done at foreigners' behest won't be in
the interest of Nepal. Nepali people
won't accept it.

- Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ramesh
Nath Pandey

Political figures react:

The agreement between parties and
the Maoists is “unnatural alliance."
Nowhere in the world has peace been
restored with agreement between
political forces and rebels. But the
initiative taken for peace process is
positive.

- Rastriya Prajatantra Party spokes-
person Roshan Karki

The agreement clearly indicates
that Maoists have not transformed
themselves into a peaceful political
force. They have not shown any flexi-
bility, especially when it comes to their
main agenda (demand for republican
set up). The “agreement" does not
hold much water as the state party
was not included in the process. If the
Maoists and the parties were really
sincere to find solution to the crisis,

they should hold talks with the state.
Had NC President Girija Prasad
Koirala and UML General Secretary
Madhav Kumar Nepal actually
succeeded in persuading Maoists
to join the peaceful mainstream then
we would have recommended their
names of Noble Peace Prize.

- Former Minister Kamal Thapa of
Rastiya Prajatantra Party

The agreement was reached before
disarming Maoists, it could trigger
deeper crisis. It was an imperative
that Maoists lay down weapons
before forging the agreement.

- Nepali Congress leader Shailaja
Acharya

Civil society reacts:

The new gesture was a “triumph for
democracy." The commitment to
multi-party democracy shown by the
Maoists is very optimistic.

- Senior political analyst Prof. Lok Raj
Baral

The agreement between the parties
and the Maoists could be a turning
point in resolving the conflict. It is a
positive breakthrough and the road
is now open for ending the ongoing
political impasse. Much will depend
on how the state responds....Since
Maoists have pledged their support
to democracy, the country will face
dire consequences if they continue
their armed struggle for the same
cause

- Political analyst Krishna Khanal

The Maoists, who have been
fighting for a communist republic,
have shown willingness for restoring
peace and democracy. This flexibility
shown by them must be welcomed.
Now the ball is in the King's court.
He should respond for peaceful and
amicable negotiations. The King
in his various speeches had been
defending that he needed executive
power to fight the insurgency; the
King's stance has been weakened
now by the parties-Maoists alliance.
- Kundan Aryal, General Secretary of
human rights organization INSEC

India Reacts:

A statement issued by the foreign
ministry of India in New Delhi said
they had for long been stressing
the need for a dialogue for peace
in Nepal. The statement has also
reiterated that there is no military
solution to the problem and that the
King must talk to the parties and the
Maoists should give up violence.
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Special Report: Maoist activity in Eastern and Western Nepal
during the last few months

= Anushil Shrestha in Eastern Nepal and Rameshwor Bohara in Western Nepal
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KASHISH DAS SHRESTHA

Young members of the Maoist militia in Eastern Nepal.

ANUSHIL SHRESTHA

ANUSHIL SHRESTHA

Everyday items used to produce explosive by the Maoists is seized by the security
forces.

Informants for the Maoists arrested by security forces in Eastern Nepal.
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KASHISH DAS SHRESTHA

Special Task Force of the People's Liberation Army (Maoist)'s 18th Battallion after a morning drill in the hills of Eastern Nepal

forgotten hills of . N
ICPES M ¥ ETHT

arer 9G-R0  FfdHAT @t fuae
T T I TS, P fgHE, AR
T GEHFHHAT 0 [dEeHer W
FHUHGT | GEIATTRCHH],  TAHC
TEH  UCHk UIHH  ATUGHT ATl
greAlUepl  JrAEEIer et g™
YRl FAATUHGA | X, IaAT SeATH,
AFATAS-5 @ A<g  qddel T
PO GMT GAHT Wk HRO 9
FITHUT ATATATEIA qTeATI=al I
I G AT IATT TP T
QPG | =X SAATHl FHEAT ATTH
AIAEE  qTblbl a1 THd  qdlad
g feudr N e |

HHAERA  ATERAT (AT e
THIY AIHIAH  GLETFHEE
s o, q9Us WOl T gdd
TR gETdTREE ¥ AfeT TE 9
Frhiedar Mer W@ Jaee T 6
A TR FATSERSHT FTRATIHT
qreaaiae HUHE  TA RET T
I B 1 et F A LU s
gl ARM qr=Eal  arSAwAT 99
HTeEEIE edl dhadl ofel qrdie
FHUST dfed IURIT U 9T |

Tt EHT I WIS FraErel g AT
A WHl G| Tlgedd] UEF 3 FITHAT
TRAT  hIN qToeEdl A 6
TATHMT TN T4 FIAEHT ATHAETEA
T feeefl y9RE TR, T TES

NOVEMBER 23-DECEMBER 06 2005

T REH BRHT AFE qER [oE
®CH UEd T Al TRUTHAT TREE
frdT W FIHE TH g ( B.a%
) | €3 9 YIREHL FH, G 9
TH TH, TeMeX, SIIdH, HiwiEd
R, 9IeY, el &AL, FFAEE §H
AT T G | H WA FoeATo g
T BTCHAA YIS T bl Y
, A gHfier dfed 69 9+
GRSl qHA  SHE TUH SAAH
T | Y FUHEE HUR W EHTHET
T FERY I dTh R W
arfiraTe® W e eIt gvs g
et

ATHAETEAT  I1S,  ATCHIEHYT T
TATAHT  "EAT Fg  [aqHEG  HHAH]
fag @ TEUS P 4G & FQT 4T
T AT 4 ST TS WA, 3
AT ATCHTEHYO Tl T 31T g
HIATETE! qIEAT FAGHT ARUS! e
TATCH G | Iiged] Tad 43 FIATHAT
SATHAT FFIT FAUST HISTHATT AUTAT
T T TIFAR TSl R A qahe
FH Tled T 99T FPATIST HAl BT
fAFeel  SATCHTEAIY TG | HIea 9
7 ofer aee {EaEAR TR ‘ST
TF g Hedl UEME T Y UITE
el gfed Near  gomeW @A
AT ATCHIEAYY TG |
“QUE” JUATHR! gAEelHl € A Trr

o C

fuT I WUEE |

WATHE FAE 6, @EEwae 19
FIATHAT  Teid  SUATHET  ATATET]
THS UTHPA 99 ATCATAETE  TURl
TREATRISST  SeTH-hTqT AT o
HIEAEES dl@ d&u ==al IS8e
Tl RIS THGA | GLEATHHIATE TS
TH aUaT 9 w9 ISR |
9 FTEAT THE TAN AT HY
Aead TAW IOV rRebl  HHETA
g MW T TaEd ¥ F FW AU
forfitee 9@ dremEdr  gRETHHIA
THS TLHET | 96 HIATHAT  9TaT
UMl JLATHHIA SATHR] Hleds C
are W fETAT Tge AedeEe
gled ¢ TAEE THE TEGT | R
FIATHHT AT AT WhISTH ArdHAN T
TE ¥ UM HSATE RS aweara
LEATHHIA THIS TCHl G | AR
foehies qaTd SIS WANT XA 9w
TREATFHIT  TATH TN SeiaaliTag
A dTd AT T AN ITHT TAHd
T G |

IZETH  qEH AR
HATHl &l

g faUHE FHIHT HEEEE S
T PRaTRATIe g8 fauw SR

FEATURES

qed A TRl Farsgd | 9egA-
“gg fa w9q ufq WIEE AIE,
FAT T | AT AqGed, TAAE 3@
fe ST oTRAT @ e Tt
FEAH  TEFEGT |7 A HIATETET
PRI HRO TRET RINATS TIR
T I = TUST IEa §u
| - SaT ATSAETEl iiieediepr o
T4l & G FARIAE fag e

N

a—rlﬂ

e qaqradl el ATrqaeigl
I AGAH ATSATETLIRT Tl =Tt
qTH! TATT | I [EAET AT-“Fieh
FART A A EfqaR deY fegd
T Ay W HH TMREEEET | e
IATHT g fauH 9 X 9T FEHE
MFER TH G |7 ARl @ Al
TETSl &FH YU & Fg  (aEAr
FaEr  Rremer  anft furere, S
SR AT qAA A aE Fw
TR TS QICes, ATWHE AT
fer ®| UE TR A Fag |

fIgTel ATAETET Tl AAfET Tahd
AGIIH TATT g ATVGT qe=w AoTera
HreTaEiRT g7 iataty fgear aed
g | FFlaTHE g 9 ATEAT BN

NN N Q ~

AE AUGH GEHR TR T

e qafu dad KU g | ggaaH
T 9C wfgwr gurd g9y | 9 95
YEHT HIAEE AeqeT q=ved dIHiET

THAHI JGETH O T 4T )

HISAEEIH JGEaUH  gHIS g4 ANal
CECa i B i R
AT g ATARl P | HIHAEE] GG
A ATAR JGaAqH T Il 9
SHERd Hed A1 qEuiveEe & UF
Neam®T fawor gHer THgd | e
AT JTH ASTH  Tfaqars ST
e | TG aRdE T WEahare
wAEE F Hem  fefaser deTE
T S gx weadte=w g draer
EGIE TR I I R i F-A KA
W AT S 9fEH JUTeaTd SR g,
TAHT AN T o Teplad el
g

A ggfaad et T A qard
9% TeFHH! T | 95 R gEvee
REAC IR IR LR A e G BT e
93 fedav AoCHeHT wIEEE
arv=ay fefaser gRTer Jear| qfv=m
FTATHR qRATAT GT GTYTeToraT Hrsiiamer

NEPALI AAWAZ | 1 1



FEATURES

ofrew fefiem  wHeR Wt T
FHAR FGEeREd /) 9 Ik
gq 9T | ATEE 04 A REA
q A THIE ' &R AT X

JeddTe AdH T faae E STF
X YEH AT T U 97 el
AT SEEF AATHT U Jgfaad S g
T U JgH AN T AT
@A e Meem fagusr fo

TENTTAT  qoqmT HIAEE Hsd
afafadt  dsF  a@T, Sel  WreETE
qT TEUS AR U Iuierd  fag
| AT FEd U ggfauw v
fawrmr &4 Tl TREe am fge
TG ST g EAEAT deH G |
HeFeT YHUE, qAT Uieqd qa& <.
AETH W T FAFT FIERIE Hel
T AT TR 9 )

I Johpufy  HIAEEIHR 7T He
AMgPE  AAG AFHAT  TAT(
AGIaTH AFeATS fITaHT 9 et J
TGHHS! AATG | E TR dT TG
AT JGETH W g T AR G |
AT TEX AMME AR FHVSHT el X
&R AORAAT U JgfaRTaeT STea

IIHT TE(ATE BaTsUal | ¥ FuyaAre
YT J9@FT A9 dHdH FR
U GATSUAT G | T AfTHriesd
TATSHT, HITETE] ATHHA TZETrHT qi
99 Hgdel TEATEAT ALEH S3qT
Iqd TE] Al TR Q0TS
faerer wfafa wfeer qrenfafes & swua
| T GLeTHHEe FHGN 9T
AU 1 1 o o A e = B e M
I qREd S |

UEAEREE]

1 ol
AGMIHET IAWT AT T He Jgraad
W ST AAEEAS F AT 9@ |
¢, HIETETE 9f SRl HITOT TR
IGEAYIT i AT A9 | Aleed
I TS SIS TR ATSHTETdr
MREH G| BSSSHT [HEvdepr AqHT
AEAEE FREAAE A BH AR
TR | AlE T AT ¥ ATTErd
FEFAT THS TH g1 | dF =

12 | NEPALI AAWAZ

N 2

AHIAT ATATATETH] T
IR TR JGaTHE

(SN >

ife afT w0 G
S ECAMICTA
TS ATRAT FTFHATRl g, NTRard
ST TE@ AT A ATHATETE TR
PRaTeeTT af TSIl I=aT HH ATaardt
FAT | TS AT GIHILATS o AR
ATATATE ATR AGITTHPT JeA e T
AR G | UG ATTH GLETHHT,
T SER Al WA IW F |90
FITRAT FATAH! FETAT TATATTHAT
AR deR q<H 7 TaH AMAS
TR TUE LA FUSEISTH]
FAE MTTE AR FAqeAT ATSATETEIA
7o

AT W | 3G fegmare  fadg
GIREAUCHIE B G ek B ok | M
FIAFAT ITATE HFd AT |

TAgE TTSHT

qraere fage wfee  wudlky  wivew
qUTTHT  TMTSEAT  ToiAlide  adgadl

fqtata o7 saear T qiTEEd AT |

>

HTAETEIRT SXA AT AT T HAwar
S I Fifeaasa U1 T, AriER
T fewfe agfaRmer Aiemr wAfed
SIS TAETH FUHA I H G

Il FIE T AR THA T
TSR ®EFHT G TG H
Ll

Top: A Maoist soldier poses for a photo in the jungles of Western Nepal.
Above: Security forces on patrol to find Maoists.
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ENTERTAINMENT

For Music and Artistic Freedom:
HITS FM 91.2 ready to host the 9th annual music awards

With “For Music, Not Guns" as the
slogan for last year's event, HITS FM
91.2 is getting ready to do it al over
again “For Musicand Artistic Freedom,"
and the promise to make it bigger and
bette than ever before. The station will
host the Close- Up 9th Hits FM Music
Awards 2062 on 20 Jan. 2006 at the
Birendra International Convention
Center which has been home to the
awards since the first one.

HITS FM has always worked towars
promoting Nepali music and aritsts,
and the award ceremony was
developed to “acknowledge, and pay
tribute to excellence in the field of
Nepali music," explain the organisers.
The size of the show has also grown
over the years, not just in production
but also in the genres and categories
it accomodates. The first HITS FM
Music Awards only had 7 categories,
now there are 19 including the Life
Time Acheivement Awards.

The biggest nominees of the year is
the pop-rock grop The Uglyz with 6
nominations including for the Best
New Artist, Record of The Year and
Best Song in Foreign Language. A full
list of the cateogires and nominees is
available at www.hitsfm.com.np

The Uglyz, performing at the last Image
Awards, is nominated in 6 categoires at
the upcoming Hits FM Music Awards.

HSWYMVHd dNNY

Strings Attached:

Young bands get together for an unplugged session

Paperboat performing at last year's WAVE Music Utsav.

An acoustic gig has been scheduled for
this Saturday, 26th November at Hardic
Fitness Club in Pulchowk. Featuring
five bands from the rock scene, the
concert will start at two in the afternoon
and will continue till six in the evening.
Interestingly, most of the musicians are
involved with at least two projects each,

leaving them to play with two different
bands at the same event. Since shows
of the acoustic kind are organized very
rarely, the turnout is bound to be big.
Naive, Phoenix, Zany Zealot, Plebian
and Paperboat are the bands scheduled
to perform.

HSWYMVHd dNNY

KCM's 3rd Annual Cultural Week

From George Bernanrd Shaw to Robin and Abhaya's rock!

Kathmandu College of Management's (KCM)
third annual Cultural Week started on 17 Nov.
While part of the proceeds were donated to the
underprivileged orphans of the Nepal Children
Association (Bal Mandir), part of it went to the
KCM student scholarship programme fund.
“I's been an amazing experience," gushes
Tanushree Vaidya, student volunteer from KCM.
“We're learning a lot about managing events and
programs."

Day one- “The Great Catherine"
Venue: Royal Nepal Academy

The George Bernard Shaw play was directed by
KCM Faculty member Sajag Rana. Based on the
Russian Empress, Catherine the Second, it is set
in a Russian palace in the 18th century. While
Aditya Piya, as the Captain, and Richa Thapa, as
the Empress, were quite impressive at bringing
the hilarious dialogues to life, it was Prabin
Shrestha's exceptional portrayal of Prince Patio
that ultimately stole the show.

Day two:
Inter College Music Competition
Venue: KCM

Cultural Week's second event witnessed
performances by bands from eight colleges
including Little Angels' College of Management,
Campion College, St. Xavier's College and Nepal
Engineering College. Even though the lack of
skills and practice was quite apparent in most

14 | NEPALI AAWAZ

cases, a few managed to stand out. Pawan Gurung
of Kathmandu University bagged the Best Vocalist
award, placing KU first in the ranks. The title of Best
Guitarist was given to Prabhuda and Best Drummer
to Anand Bajracharya, both from Xavier's, which
was awarded second place including a cash prize
of Rs 3000. And Sanjeev Thapa from Himalayan
White House College was chosen the Best Bassist
in the competition, allowing the college to edge
into third place with a score of 86.

Day three- Music and Food Festival
Venue: Jawalakhel Football Ground

The three winning bands from the previous day
started off the show, followed by progressive rock
band, Atomic Bush, who had made headlines during
the Rock Heads Competition last month. Playing
original compositions with intricate melodies and
virtuous solos, Bush put up quite an inspiring show.
Soon after that, Robin and the New Revolution
came on, doing ther hits, all gleefully received by
the crowd. 1974 A.D made an equally compelling
statement with their music, giving funk and jazz a
shot in their instrumentals. Despite the problems
with the sound system and the consequent inter-
ruptions, Abhaya and the Steam Injuns managed to
put together a powerful performance. The hip-hop
group Nepsydaz was probably the only blunder of
the day, making quite a few errors in their songs
and failing to get the kind of applause the other
performers received. The concert included stalls
for food and games around the venue.

Abhaya knows how to get the crowd on it's feet.
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Kathmandu Jazz Festival 2005:

They came, they jazzed, and they were incredible! Nepali and
international bands gathered for the 4th annual Kathmandu Jazz
Festival, ‘Jazzmandu 2005- Music for Peace," and put up a fabolous

show. - SAHARA SHRESTHA

Mega music events, particularly like this
one for Jazz, are quite rare in Nepal. In
a place where the majority is exposed to
a lot of rock and pop, Jazzmandu was
certainly a treat for the music tastebuds.
But the idea of spreading the sounds of
jazzhas been, fromthefirstannual event,
limited because of the expensive tickets
usually ranging from Rs.600 to Rs.1500.
There is no denying that the turn out
was great, more than half of which must
have been foreigners and Ex-pats, but a
greater number, particularly the young
music loving Nepali audience, could
have come if the ticket rates had been
more affordable. “That's why there were
the free shows," says Navin Chhetri,
one of the organizers. Some might say
the prices were reasonable bearing in
mind that most of the bands were from
abroad and putting together somethig
like this is quite a feat. But then again,
what about all those sponsors? One
of the biggest disappointments for the
organisers was last year's highly anitci-
pated and promoted one night only
performance by Louis Banks at the Rox
Bar in Hyatt regency. The tickets were
priced at almost Rs. 3,000 and the show
produly boasted “free unlimited drinks
all night." Nevertheless, the tickets did
sell out as Jazzmandu has also become
a “hip" event for the priveleged young
and old alike in Kathmandu.

“l really wanted to see the Nepali
classical and cultural folk bands perform
with the jazz bands on stage but the both
times they performed, the tickets were
too expensive so | didn't get to go," says
Neha Shrestha, a commerce student. “I
did get to see SOLID! perform at the
‘Free Jazz at Patan' though. It was a
great show but lasted only for an hour."
At the event on 8 Nov., the attentions
of many locals gathered around the
Norwegian band, many crowding on
the steps of mandirs, others looking out
the windows of their homes, all showing
great excitement and appreciation.

Another free show was the invite only
‘Jazz for School Students' on 10 Nov. at
the Budhanilkhanta School. There were
performances by David and Carmen,
SOLID!, Soulmate and Cadenza. Some
performances weren't as great as it
was the night before but still, besides
being an unusual kind of amusement, it
was quite an opportunity for the young
to uncover the thrill of Jazz. Another
free show was held that very same
day. The Upstairs Jam at the Upstairs
Bar in Lazimpat shot off at around 8
in the evening and went on till almost
midnight. The place was cramped up
with eager and pleased audiences.

“I'd never heard fusion like this ever
before," says Jason Kennings, a tourist
here for the holidays. “It would be good
if you could take such music abroad and
promote it because it really is amazing,"
he added, after the Patan museum
show on 9 Nov.

The Jazzmandu Peace Parade on 12
Nov. was also one of the more inter-
esting parts of the event. A sunny
afternoon of a jumpin' parade down
the streets of Lazimpat from Upstairs to
Shangri-La with vintage bikes and cars,
Jazz Musicians, Folk Dancers, Lakhe
Dancers, Maruni Dancers and Marriage
bands- everybody trying to put across
the communiqué of “Music for Peace."
That night was also the Jazzmandu
Finale: Jazzmandu All-Star Fever at
Summit Hotel.

Despite grievances about the ticket
prices, Jazzmandu has helped bring
Jazz into the mainstream, both in Nepali
music and media. Plus, it's not often
that a diverse collection of outstanding
musicians get together like this in
Kathmandu. It's latest addition, the Jazz
For The Next Generation band contest,
is also one young bands should aspire
to participate in and win next year.
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Krishna Man Shrestha Honored by Seattle's

Mayor and Governer

he performed in the various cultural
shows during India's Indipendence
day celebrations.

In the 1950s, several traditional
shows by groups such as Lalupate,
Himal Chuli, Arniko Art Gallery
used to be organised specefically
for toursits. Shrestha soon found
himself involved in these shows and
by the time he had turned 19, the
Royal Academy had graded him as
a Grade A artist, where he was later
promoted to Assistant Art Director.
During his career, he performed with
cultural troupes all across the globe,
including Switzerland, the former
USSR, Netherlands amongst others.

Some people are just born to do it. Krishna
Man Shrestha, who was recently honored
by the Mayor and the Governer of Seattle,
is one of them. By the time he turned 12,
Shrestha had not only decided to be a part
of the cultural entertainment society, but
had in fact already entereed it. Four years
later he travelled to Kolkotta, India, by
invitation of Kamal Prasad Ghimire. There

Krishna Man Shrestha;s role as the
Gopi in the popular culture show
Malati Mangaley is one of the things
that keeps him occupied at the
moment.
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SPORTS

Winner Takes It All

In the fortnight that was, Nepali sports saw many victories and validates in regional level. Here is a quick look at some of the

main events.

White House crowned
champion

Himalayan White House College won
the seventh Weeka Talentia 2005 Inter-
college Boys' Basketball Tournament
held at the Kathmandu Dos Bosco
College Court, New Baneshwor,
Kathmandu. Defending champion
Prime College was defeated by White
House College 64 — 61 in the finals. If
Tenzing Dorje had been successful in
scoring his three-pointer attempt in
the dying seconds of the match, Prime
would have tied the score and taken
the match into extra time with probably
producing other result.

DAV School won the girl's category
outstanding Prime with three points.
Nima Sherpa, the captain of White
House, was declared the best player
of the event while White Field's Nabin
Maharjan received the award of Best
Scorer for his 114 points. In girls'
category, winner DAV's Shiva Kaucha
got the best player award and Laxmi
Maharjan of Prime declared Best Scorer
for netting 123 points.

Lincoln wins title

After the seven days of Home and
Away Basketball League Tournament,
Lincoln School won the title with a
thumping 72 - 44 win over Gyanodaya
at home. Organized by Lincoln School
and Community and Social Service
Volunteers (CSSV), the winning team
remained unbeaten throughout the
leagues. Shirish P Willet started the
match with the first score against
Gyanodaya. However, Gyanodaya was
also well prepared as it gave a tough
competition to Lincoln in the first quarter
with 9 points against 12. With maximum
free shots utilized and not missing any
score, Lincoln led all the four quarters
12-9,17-8,19-10 and 24-17. Gyanodaya
failed to keep its promises of the
first quarter. Lincoln's Adrian Fisler
took 26 points with 5 assists and 15
rebounds. Shirish P Willet contributed
19 points. Bikash Sherchan shouldered
Gyanodaya with 24 points alone. Rato
Bangala's Om Shrestha was declared
best player.

Gaurav wins U-14 title

Gaurav Shah registered a straight set 6-
3, 6-2 win over Amul Regmi to win the
U-14 junior boys' title of the ongoing
Autumn Open Tennis Tournament at
the Tennis Complex of Satdobato.
Saloni Pandey won the U-14 junior
girls' title of the first Autumn Open
Tennis Tournament defeating Saluni
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Lama 6-1, 6-3. Preeti Rijal raced into
the final of the women's singles beating
Binu Suwal 6-0, 6-0. In men's doubles,
Kaptan Karsolia and Krishna Karsolia
marched into the final and will take on
Utasav Rijal and Sanu Lama for the
title. The Karsolias stunned Shree Ram
Magar and Kumar Adhikari with a hard-
fought 6-2, 3-6, 6-1 win while Rijal and
Lama easily defeated Suwarna Dhakwa
and Krishna Ghale 6-2, 6-2. In +45
veterans' singles, Manoj Rana, Karma
Gurung, Deepak Shrestha and Kamal
Thapa made it to the semifinals. Rana
comfortably beat Sangram Lama 6-0,
6-2 while Gurung ousted Chyangba
Dhondup 6-1, 6-1. Likewise, Deepak
Shrestha emerged 6-0, 6-3 winner over
Prithvi Thakali and veteran politician
Kamal Thapa outplayed Umesh Pandey
without conceding a game. Football
legend and national coach Shyam
Thapa showcased his tennis brilliance
while beating Sailendra Ghale 6-2, 6-1
and Gyanendra Tamrakar was equally
brilliant in defeating Deepak Gurung
6-1, 6-1 to enter the semifinals of the
veterans' singles +50. Injured Ishwor
Rai left the match halfway as Bidur Bista
moved into the semifinals of the same
category.

Soaltee Super Sixes

The seventh edition of the annual
corporate cricketing event, the Soaltee
Super Sixes 2005, will be held from
November 24 to 27 as informed by
organizer Soaltee Crown Plaza. As
usual, 16 corporate houses will vie for
the trophy that Indian Embassy has
won for the last three years. This time
defending champion Indian Embassy
is pooled along with The Himalayan
Times, Nepal Investment Bank and Nabil
Bank in Group A. Similarly, Kantipur
Publications, runners-up in 1999 and
2003 has been pitted with Kumar Bank,
ILFC and Bhotekoshi Power Company.
Hosts Soaltee, Golchha Organization,
Himalayan Bank and NIC Bank are
placed in Group C while Group D
consists of last year's finalist Standard
Chartered, Surya Nepal, Dabur Nepal
and debutant United Finance. The event
will be held at the TU Cricket Group with
the technical support from CAN.

Nepal qualifies for U-17
Asia Cup

The U-18 Asia Cup preliminary round
was held at Dashrath Stadium.
Nepal played with Kyrgyzstan Nand
Uzbekistan. The winner gets to qualify
for Asia Cup U-18 Qualifying to be held
in Singapore next year. The first game
was held between Uzbekistan and

Kyrgyzstan in which the Uzbeks won
an easy victory. The second game saw
some tussle between the two players
of Nepal and Kyrgyzstan. Nepal won
with a narrow victory. The third and final
match between Nepal and Uzbekistan
was critical and Nepal had to win the
game. They did thwart the Uzbek dream
to participate in next year's Asia Cup U-
18 Qualifying Football. Goalkeepers of
the both sides had a great hand on the
result. Nepali goalie Rupak Shrestha
saved four goal-bound attacks while
Uzbek custodian Suhrobjon Sultanov's
howler allowed Nepal to take 1-0 lead
and Chetan Ghimire wrapped-up the
match 2-0 with an injury-time goal. The
Uzbeks were eluded from poetic justice
after controlling the whole match with
sporadic moves and brilliant football.
Nepal, on the other hand, was focused
on blocking the Uzbek forwards and
look for counter-attacks. The crucial
first goal came in a dramatic way
as Uzbek goalie Sultanov allowed
a clearance from Captain Bobirjon
Domlajonov to travel inside his own net
while gathering. Coach Raju Shakya
admitted that the Uzbeks were superior
to Nepal. “They dominated the match
but it's our boys' fighting instinct that
made us victorious today," he said later.
“The team that scores emerge winner
in football." This is the first ever win of
Nepal over Uzbekistan and second
time to be qualified for the qualification
of U-17 level. Uzbekistan had defeated
Nepal 12-0 four years ago in the same
age-category competition.

A week later, the U-17 Nepali team left
for Sikkim, India to play at an invita-
tional “All India Chief Minister Gold Cup"
football tournament. They lost to South
District Academy by 3-1.

AFC Youth Champion-
ships first leg

The 18 member U-19 football team of
Kyrgyzstan has arrived in Nepal to play
against Nepal in the first leg match of
the AFC Youth Championships at the
Dasharath Stadium on November 22.
Nepali team will then immediately travel
to Kyrgyzstan to play the return leg
which will lock horns on 28th November
to see second round of the tournament.
As Bhutan withdraw from the AFC U-19
(Group F) qualifying round, Nepal has
to play home and away league system
with Kyrgyzstan to qualify for final round,
according to All Nepal Football Associ-
ation. The tournament was originally
scheduled for Kyrgyzstan.

Nepal squad includes: Nirajan
Khadka, Durga Lawat, Noor Raj
Kafle, Krishna Lama, Shishir Adhikari,
Jeevan Sinkeman, Santosh Gurung,
Anil Gurung, Mansajan Rajbhandari,

Sanjeev Shrestha, Rojit KC, Sandeep
Rai, Santosh Shahukhala, Sangeet
Rajak, Rishi Kesh Rai, Suman Subedi,
Pankaj Lama, Arjun Rijal, Gopal Thapa,
Sudip Limbu.

ANFA nominated

All Nepal Football Association (ANFA)
has been nominated in the AFC
Association of the Year category at the
AFC Awards Gala 2005. The other two
nominees in the section include Japan
FA and Qatar FA. The winner will be
announced at the AFC Awards Gala
2005 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on
November 30. Other awards include
Diamond of the year with only one
nominee, Kawab-uchi Saburo of Japan,
Fair Play, Match Official of the Year,
Youth PoY, Futsal Team of the Year, Club
Team of the Year, Women's National
Team of the Year, Men's National Team
of the Year, Women's Player of theYear
and Men's Player of the Year.

Nepal to co-host AFC
Challenge Cup

According to AFC last week, Nepal
will be co-hosting the inaugural
Asian Football Confederation (AFC)
Challenge Cup along with Bangladesh
next year. The event is scheduled for
March 25 — April 9, 2006 and will feature
16 “emerging" countries of Asia. The
countries are divided into four groups.
League matches of Group A and B will
be played in Nepal while the league
matches of Groups C and D will be
hosted by Bangladesh. And here is a
look at the groups.

Group A:
India, Chinese Taipei, Philippines,
Afghanistan

Group B:
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, Brunei

Group C:
Palestine, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Guam

Group D:
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Macau
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ACC U-19 Cup

Nepal wins the Asian Cricket Council U-19 Cup

SPORTS

The year 2001 marked cornerstone in
the history of Nepali cricket scene. Sri
Lankan coach Roy Dias stepped in to
replace Pakistani Aftaab Balooch. And
just after three months of his coach-
manship, the helped Nepal win the first
ever international tournament of such
stature, the Youth Asia Cup. The mentor
ofthe player-boys has helped Nepal add
several silverwares to its trophy gallery.
And has added another glory to Nepal's
international arena: the fifth ACC (Asian
Cricket Council) U-19 Cup.

Crown Prince Paras inaugurated the
biggest ever international sporting
event in the Nepal with 15 nations
participating at the TU Cricket Ground,
Kirtipur. The inauguration ceremony
displayed colorful cultural dances and
was beamed live by Nepal Television.
The semifinals and the final were also
live-aired in NTV.

Nepal saw Malaysia in the finals. Going
into the match, Nepal was firm favorite
and had the support of home and crowd.
Malaysia was one of the favorites right
from the start of the tournament as it
boasted several experienced cricketers.
Three members of the team were
part of the Malaysian senior team that
visited Nepal last month to play a three-
day match of Inter — Continental Cup.
Nepal bowled out Malaysia for 83 runs
in 25.5 overs - thanks to Bantu Bataju's
five wickets. Nepal completed the
victory in 25.2 overs losing only three
wickets. This marks Nepal's consec-
utive final wins over Malaysia in the
past two editions of the tournament. In
Kathmandu Youth Asia Cup2001, Nepal
registered a seven-wicket win while it
was a 30-run win in Karachi 2003.

After this victory, Nepal has qualified
for the International Cricket Council
(ICC) Under-19 Youth World Cup 2006
scheduled for February 5 — 19 next year.
Nepal is the last country to confirm its
place in the next year's Youth World
Cup. The ten full members of ICC got
automatic qualifications while Ireland
and Scotland qualified from Europe,
Namibia and Uganda from Africa and
USA from America have qualified
through their qualifying events. Nepal
now joins England, Zimbabwe and
Ireland in Group D of the 16-nation
event. According to a provisional
schedule for the event, Nepal plays
England on Feb 6 at Sinhalese Sports
Club Ground; Zimbabwe on Feb 7 at
Colombo Cricket Club Ground and
Ireland on Feb 9 at Nondescripts Cricket
Club Ground. The top two teams from
each of the four groups qualify to super
league quarterfinals scheduled for Feb
11 while the last two teams go to plate
championship quarterfinals scheduled
for Feb 14. The event will conclude with
the Feb 19 final.

This is third successive time that Nepal
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Top: A packed arena to watch the games and support the home team.
Above: Fans of the Nepali Cricket team gave a moral boost to the team.

has been drawn with England in the
preliminary round. Though Nepal has
never defeated England, England's
loss to the third team of the group has
always prevented Nepal's progress
to second round. In 2001, Nepal beat
Pakistan but England lost to Pakistan
and the two Test nations entered next
round. In 2003, Nepal beat South Africa
and England handed win to South Africa
to prevent Nepal from advancing.

Group A for the event consists of

defending champion Pakistan, New
Zealand, Bangladesh and Uganda while
Group B comprises of West Indies,
South Africa, Australia and USA. India,
Sri Lanka, Scotland and Namibia are in
Group C.

Cricket Association of Nepal, team
sponsors Wai Wai, 21st Century and
Mood Drops Man Power Company
later honoured the Under-19 cricketers
and officials who won the ACC U-19
Cup cricket tournament for the third

successive time. Sharad Vesawkar,
who scored 152 runs in four innings
at an average of 152 and strike rate of
60.31, was declared the batsman of the
series, while left arm pace bowler Amrit
Bhattarai, whose figure in the series was
42-12-120-13, was named the bowler of
the series. Both the players got Bajaj CT
100 motorcycle each — one sponsored
by 21st Century and the other from
CAN.

At the felicitation programme — that
started two hours late because of
Education and Sports minister Radha
Krishna Mainali's busy schedules
— CAN also gave away Rs 15,000
each to all the 14 players and three
officials, while the team sponsors Wai
Wai rewarded Rs 100,000 to the team.
Moon Drops Manpower rewarded man
of the final Bantu Bataju with Rs 25,001.
Bantu had taken 5 — 29 off eight overs in
Nepal's crushing seven-wicket victory.
Skipper Kanishka Chaugain, Bantu
Bataju and vice captain Paras Khadka
were honoured with a 14" LG colour
television each for their individual feat
during the tournament. Chaugain was
the highest run scorer in an inning with
unbeaten 78 runs against Kuwait in
semi-final, while Bantu was the highest
wicket-taker in an innings, 5-29 against
Malaysia in final, and Paras took six
catches in the series to become the
player with highest number of catches.
CAN also gave out the letters of appreci-
ation to the sponsors and the individuals
who helped the association in making
the event a grand success.
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: Second-Annual Hope Event Sets
{ Hope for Education | $40,000 as Fundraising Goal for

Education in Nepal

New York — On December 3, 2005, the second-annual
Hope fundraiser to benefit the people of the Himalayan
Kingdom of Nepal will take place at NYU Law School s
Vanderbilt Hall from 7:00 until 11:00 pm in Tischman

Auditorium.

Hope for Education will feature a keynote address from Mr. Gopal Khanna,
tormer Chief Financial Officer for the Peace Corps and later the White House.
The event is being hosted with the support of the Living Earth Institute (LEI),
the Rotary Club of Plainsboro, the NYU South Asian Law Students Association,
the America-Nepal Friendship Society, the Ridgewood Nepalese Society, and
The Nepal Digest Foundation.

In addition to a documentary film about three schools in the eastern hills of
Nepal and a generous helping of Nepali cuisine, attendees will be treated to
a Pakistani gazal, a special song by Gaurav and Falguni “Falu” Shah, Nepali

December 3rd, 2005 $30f07 non-students Sherpa, Magar, and Gurung folk dances.

07:30 - 11:00PM 815 for students

NYU School of Law (Vanderbilt hall) “I consider it an honor and a privilege to participate in this outstanding effort,”
40 Washington Square South said Mr. Khanna, who is currently serving as the Chief Information Officer for

the State of Minnesota. “I am eager to meet the Peace Corps volunteers who

have done — and continue to do — so much to help Nepal.”

An effort to bring clean water, toilets,

new classroom space, and solar power The Hope series was created by NYU Law student and former Peace Corps
to schools in Nepal volunteer Rajeev Goyal, and inspired by Harka Lama, the principal of the Namje

secondary school and a venerated figure in his community. “Mr. Lama is the true
force behind this effort,” said Mr. Goyal. “He has devoted his life to helping the
children of Nepal.”

The day’s fundraising events will begin with a crawl-a-thon in Washington
Square Park hosted by L.G. Khambache Sherpa — who crawled the entire length
of Manhattan earlier this year to raise money for victims of last December’s
tsunami— and will feature special guest Lhakpa Gelu Sherpa, who has scaled
Mount Everest twelve times. “The event fits well with Sherpa Mission’s goal

to promote global unity and harmony by reaching out to help those in other
cultures and societies,” said Sherpa. “I hope people will be inspired by this good

and selfless act.”

This year’s fundraiser aims to collect $40,000 to continue improvements in water
and sanitation, install solar power panels, build playgrounds and provide science
equipment to schools in the village of Bhedetar in Dhankuta. A portion of the
proceeds also will go toward the Living Earth Institute’s education initiatives in

Nepal.

“We are extremely pleased to be a part of the Hope series, which is key to our
mission of empowering local communities to protect their environments through
the sustainable use of water, said LEI President Pam Elardo. This year’s event
will benefit the education initiative made possible by the access to clean water

gained as a result of last year’s Hope for Water fundraiser.”

Heartily congratulation
Hope for Education builds on the success of last year’s Hope for Water event,

fo Gambu Sberf‘l and Pﬂsang L/Jamu Sberpa which raised over $14,000 to build water pipelines, toilets, taps, and tanks for

villagers in Dhankuta and Janakpur districts. Thanks to Rajeev’s efforts in “Hope

on the occasion o
f for Water,” today 100,000 liters of water are pumped into the community each

H appy B ela ted N awaran day. To date, the villagers have earned over $2,000 from selling water to the

gover nment.

of their son

“It’s amazing how much we can do for a village in just one night,” said Mr.
Goyal. “Hope for Education is going to be absolutely magical. I'm hoping people

really make an effort to come.”

~ Nepal Kirant Rai Association of America ~
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Numari

Authentic Nepale and Indian Cuigine

Kumari Restaurant &3 Bar
Call us for your caterin 4 needs!

911 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Tel: 410- 547- 1600

Cell: 410- 493- 3848

Fax: 410- 547- 8388
email: mlsnepal@yahoo.com

www.kumaribaltimore.com
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PREENA SHRESTHA

Top: Nep-hop grop Nepsydaz on stage at KCM's Cultural Week.
Right: A man feeds pegions at Patan Durbar Square (top) while a boy set's up shop
(below) in the morning.

GRAND OPENING!
TIBETAN @ NEPALI CUISINE.
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ANUP PRAKASH

KASHISH DAS SHRESTHA

Left, top to bottom: A mandala for the newar new year celebrated last week; Every
dog has it's day, quite literally in the hindu festival of Tihar during which a day has
been set aside to celebrate or worship dogs like this one in Dharan; Sukarma
performs at this year's Jazzmandu; Thapathali gets Xtremely crowded as people
try to get into the stadium for the X-treme Rock Show.

Right, top to bottom: Tihar market in Ason; Human Rights activist addressing
Nepalis in New York on 6 Nov.
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