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| Febdary 16 1956, Judith  Towrwoe.

| Dake of buth - IR 2, Seorle Road
Fayrnbam |,

Fanham Gwls Grammar School. Surrey.

| Brlish  Commonwealh  Essay.

M':;J Vissk % a Cocoa Village
In the Gold  Coast

OLD COCOA FARMS

With plots of yams, pepper, plantains, etc.

Clearings for splitting
S and fermenting Cocoa

e - = Cocoa tree nurseries with
% = # Coco yams also planted

#F~ Paths

Sketch map showing cocoa village and surroundings

Hete s a map of the willage | om wvising.  Like
most of the newer cocon villages o molor road

gczsﬂwm»gh}t.%mdthewﬂageiﬁadmse
moss of MWees and undergrowth . Here, mahogany , vines,

| creepers and  huge ferne. oM foree  themselves  upwards
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m o roce  lowards the hght and air . Within  the
fovest  there  is 5Tec:rm§n9wﬂ¢ght,qurélhessénd
the —smell of shonge flowers and rofling  vegelalion.

The cocoa wunhyf«sanm'ea of dense
forests, where ronfull s heawvy and the soil s
Jerfidle . Cotom can be grown success fully . only
. the  hot wet forest areas lying between  the
Wopics  of Cancer . and Capricornn. , where  there s
\sheller for the young Wees = from hurricanes
ond fornadoes and where there are no great
voriabons . lemperaduve . Al these  comdibions
ae  found N the Gold Coust.

Every . yeor the dry season s fcruowed
by the big rans and these in wm. are folowed
by the ULitle vosns. During the  days of brght
sunshine and cloudless shues belween  the o
horvesls , many cocoa farmers are busy prepasing
lond _ for new- farms. Between the e  harvest
ond the main harvest theve is akso mouch ko be
done . In April before the Whe  hanest s
fiished  the fFarmer Is ateody planing  out
new farms . Thrs 15 followed by  prumng
ond cutbng  old  treses.
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%' HARVEST

| saw some cocoa hees which were
about the same sze as some oderalely  large
apple trees ond were not unlike them i appeavonc.
The pods grow from  the bhnches and the Trunk.
Biossoms and fruik qppear at the saine tne-
The pirk  and ycllow petals  are very fagie and  the
buds are os Wy as gruns of rce.  The reddish,
grey bork may be nearly covered by grey and
long and Hwee o four inches across . When young
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Ibhey mrosg-p}»rﬂt,ohanghaglo qr;dqg»reen
95 they grow jorger. Ripe pods are a glowing
Lyellow _and  seven o melve inches Jong .  The
surfoce 15 furrowed |, and inside are  about Py
while  beohs m__a pulpy mass.

The House of o farmer and family |
| Kweku , a coroa farmer whom | am .51&9»&19"
whh, Wes. in  a compound with e W'er and
.‘rm:m,y relations .

{
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Plan of compound

The compound 15 buk round  an  open
courtyard  obd 15 reckangular.  The courByard s
used  for cookung and also  fa* drymng  cocea
beans . The short-side of the compound foces
‘the road  and oppese  ore the sleepig  rooms.
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a kilchen and an open dinung -room. In  Yhe
mw@meplaq&ﬁmmrede#&
of rushes and bamboos and rused about  three
feet  off the ground . On 1hese cocoa  peatrs are

spread B dry mn the hot sunshune.

The bfz  of the fomuu.

AT  Dawn, Amba wakes up and goes
down lo  the sheam for waler and then
velirns lo chop wood . For breakfast the famuly
st _round in .a cowcke and  share one dish  of
soup or: slew- made from farm vegelables . Next |
we cot dMﬁethmzﬁgS- @

Hfmrbrmkfastlcwﬁwmwd%smset;
out for the cowa form and Amba goes o the|
vegelables palch oand  brings back yoms for the
moarket . While she s away “Granwwe sees bhe
children. make thernsewes _neat and ndy  befote
going  off fo  school. |

Amba and | and some of bher friends
wolk 1o market. She has got an enamel bowl
on her head with vegelables phed m k. The
market place 15 flled  wih  bargan  hunbers
and obready the sun 15 hot. There are  cloths |
n  many  colours, bm\gm,negﬁce‘s,mwds@fts,grmed
meat , dred fish ond frak of oMl Kinds . Also
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 form mplements . There 15 a great deal of
|gossiping ond  happy  laughter-.

| In_ the affernoon  Kkweka and  the

fomily do not work oubside as ik is too ot
190 they do a oraft. kwehw has made a

.ll-ua/r\cl~ﬁad'rn, Amba  makes pottery . She wses  bhe

day from  the vilage stremin, shaping it asth  her
thands . The eldest boy, Kwest  makes bashkels . He |
| makes them  from raffia palm and  they are used
N the cocoa harvest , whike | wokch  them.

Off to market

;prepws the evmwug mead . Thus  genevally  incdudes
Cfumfu which s made  from root vegelobles  such
im yams ond plonkuns . At 5LLppert1Jme we share
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!
ol  gother mn o crcle . The day ends with |

The slory of Cocoa.

At havvest -bvme  on  the cocoa farmm
‘Hwere are jobs  for everyone . Pods are severed
| from_ the Wunks _with  cutlasses _and__they
oM B the ground . The women coldlect rhem
m)«'obaokei?s» Onemtoawezg/wes Wwo  havrvesly
a large one ond a small one  and although  Kweku's
fm is only four ackes , he has more than  lhre
hundred lees on each oacre.

Amba  ond | with some friends gather
up the golden pPods and ke them 1t a
M.ansgquﬁmpodswiﬂthavﬂu%es
ond the woman scrape the creom - colowwed beans
from the husks lo the boskefs,

Kweki leaves the beans 1 a heap o .
ferment  for fwe days, o improve  the gually. Then
they are laken o the compound and spread out
o dry in the hot sunshine on tables covered wih
yush mats. Every day we roke the beans.  Affer
sk days Kweku Mkcsafmalbovkatlrwsowp
and pows the beans wito sacks.

They ftake the sacks o the bmoker om
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\thew  heads through the forvests, for twenly mides. |
| They caoss deep fords and go along forest
| trials . When  they get o the coast Jacob,
la Cadbury buyer makes a fest  before  the cotoa
|beans  axre shipped to  England.

Harwvesting cocoa pods

He pierces every swleenth bag with a wedge -

ishaped prodder and takes out o few sample beans.,
Thise beans are split i two and he paces a half on
the board. The beons are inspectad again  this time by
Governent o:fffwiq.-bs and offen. have lhew of apprcn/ﬂ:
.Sovnthebagsarepu/fmiotheuﬂer'shokiandsol
lbegin  thewr fowr thousand  mue  jowmney o Bowmuille. |

\/

| Approy 00O words.
' The books | have used : Cocoa Farmers  Chocolale Workeys.
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