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Christian Nemes: Erio Desmand.

Place »nd date ofﬁbi:th: ﬂéemnoh, Indin. -Sth;daﬁuber,’lgiﬁ.vrilw

Notionelity: British.:
Eduention: :

1921~-1927: Eddington Bouse ?rspnrqtory 3ohool Herno Bay, Kunt.
1927~1930: Aberdeen Gremmer School.

1930: Entered Aberdeen University =t the nge of 16.~ ki
1933: Graduated B.Sc. (Forestry). The course included a
study tour in Thuringia.
1935: Gradunte& B Se. (puro science, principal subject, Zoolog
‘© i 7gubsidiary subject, BotnnyK

%h-red Hunter‘Memsriql Prize with A.E: Ritchie.
(Awarded annuelly to the "most distinguished grndunte
of the year inm the faculty of science"™).
TUniversity authorities supported npplicqtion for
Commonweslth Pund fellowships -

1928~-1933: uustﬂinﬁd stndy of violin and theory of music.

Career:

1936~1937: Tempornry appointment with H M. Forestry Gommission.

1937-1938: Joined Massrs. Gubhrie & Co. Ltd. qnd underwant
preliminary office experience prior to proceeding
to %nluya a8 the compqny’s scientiria officer.-:

1938~1839: Plnnned nnd implamanted from- hoadqunrters in tha
'~ Federated Melay States eapitel; the extension of =n
embryo organisstion” set up by Messrs. Guthrie & Co. Ltd.
for resesrch in soll secience and plant genetics. This
work wes completed to the satisfaction of the compeny
in August-1939, nnd 3 gmvo thrae mantha notioe prior
to resignaticn.

Oetober,
w4 11989: v Appointed to Colonial Service. Dutles included
preperation of » Working Plen for the next ten yoqra : xle
for the Matang Mangrove Forests; - an sres of ! ;
approximately = thousand square miles.

Leisure hours and short leaves devoted to work
with H.D. Noone, Field Ethnographer and Protector of
sAbvorigines, Perak, at =rcheseological sites and on
nnthr@pologiaal research pmpng Ple-Temiar Hill Tribes.

February-
April 1941 Attqcheﬁ'to 3rd Oorps Hcadquarters, Mnlny« Command, :
: on speciql duty.

10th April, o3 LiB: bad DFelann 5 aharps of Toy Bag
1941: Tranferredmho the‘Mhlqu‘Bromdcqsting Corporation,
Singepore. - Pleced in cherge of telks plenning =nd
production.r Increnged output from ten telks a month
to fifty. . Plenned and produced wvarious séeries on: 5
scientifie, literqry, pol tical nnd gensral topics.

Talks output inoluded 2 weakly ﬁiacussion sariaa,
drgwing ‘on’ well~known personerlities resident in ~nd
An trensit through Singepore, a weekly commentery on
For Eagtern =ffeirs, with spesakers ranging from the
Commender in Chief, 8ir Robert Brooke Popham, to a
member of the Burmese House of Representetives, =nd



A science series on subjects rﬂnging from stone
‘age artefacts in Meleys to prectical hydroponics.
Weekly book =nd film reviews were initiated ofter
.trisls of potentisl critics. "Utility" talks
on . ARaPs ;e gardening, etc. were introduced =g
welliag travel teolks snd interviews. The plqnnlng
~.of the service, in the absence of » listener
‘research organisation, was based on the. questioning
of repregentatives of the various communities,
discussions with the Ministry of Information
representative and the Malayan Covernment's
Department of Information, ond frequent informal
talks with the Chairman, Plons were developed
and adepted in the 1ight of increaqing progrnmme
correspondence.' s

Owing to short-ge of staff, I was also f‘
required on occasion to read the news, recruit and £
train part-time snnouncers, commigsion and produce
features. Thig involved me in the planning of
English programmes; lntterly, I was required to

' attend to co-ordination of English and vernacular

'~ progr-mmes. 1 also wrote and delivered = number
of news commentaries and short stories, and took
part in broadeast plays with costs including
Marie Ney ‘and other professionnl nctors then in
Singapore. ' : :

Duties algo included hnndling of &maricnn
correspondents who mede uge of MBC tronsmission
facilities, including Cecil Brown, CRBS, end
Harrison Formen, NBC. Digcussion series hed
Tilmen Durdin, New York Times, and George Weller,
Chiergo Daily News, =s guest speakers. GCave
some background materiel on !alayes to Veller,

. who refers to this meterial nnd the source in
his book on the Maleyan campaign.

Jue . LOONT MBC ‘experimental recording unit on
tour of Malaya, and made first recordings of
Ple~ Pemiar dreqm music. irs

2nd‘Mqr6h;'i§42: Arrived in Delhi, nnd Weg subsequently absorbed Ve
o = into the Far Bastern Bureau, Ministry of Informetion
. Wrote = report of 80,000 words on certain Japenese

'nctivities in Mnlnyn.'

deptember-
December, 1942: With Press Attache's Office, Chungking, planning
and making provisional arrengements for = "British
Hour™ which it was hoped to initiate =fter the
completion of negotietions with the Chinese
Central Broedcasting “dministretion.

denuary, 1943: Seconded by F.E.B. to Government of Indis, and
appointed Specisl Officer in cherge of Far Bast
Broadeasts, All India Rodio. This post involved
editorial =nd administretive duties snd the
maintenance of liaison with FP.E.B., =g well =s
continu=l attention to the plenning of = constnnﬁiy
exponding service, which grew from three hours P
programme time d=ily at the end of 1942 to fifteen
hours d=ily in 1945. I =1s0 plenned and presented.
a daily session of thirty minutes in English for

» the Far Eagt.

Organigsed Foer Tagt Newsroom from serstch.’
Latterly, its staff consisted of newsmen from



- 3 o

g the BBC Europe~n Service, London d21lies and
£ a Singeporc peper, some of whom reguired treining
: owdneradio news technigue, along with » nuumber
of Indian sub-editors losnsd by 4.7.R, This
"5 vonewsroom produced besic hulletins for longuege
T unibes eorresponding roughly to four editiong o
l.Snidey, each edivion averazing 1800 words. In the

esrly deys, T copy-tasted and edited the bulk of
these bulleting, =nd latteriy wrote iead-stories,
sent out flashes, snd mede up the EBnglish bulletin.
The Far East Section »lso produced sn average '
of' four news commenteries » dey, sometizes slx,
Tor the verious lanpurge services, of which an
‘average of tweo o day were written by mygelf over
modong periodi: Pertodically; I‘brcnaﬁhgt it
despamches,‘generﬁlly7pOliticél,”to the mBo,
‘Duties involved contects with the U-3.0.W.1,
officeminrbelhi,Vprinaiphlly:with‘WbssrsijCﬁfter'
end Andrus. _ g S, o i i

i tog
£ my ®

‘¥“Anﬁﬁéi-1aﬁves:éﬂﬁnt'Onﬂjonrnaysfto’ﬁhhoﬁi
candBibety i ¢ 3 y-ﬂcj‘,,‘ " ‘,ﬁ o
,"fﬁReéignéﬁioh“rram_?.;;Ba took sffeat on
L4th April;uli94B, v i) Ak ) i

15th Apeil, 1945: Joined B.B.C. =g Maley Editor. Duties involved
TR editing of dsily news bulletin end news commentnary,
supervision of transletion, =nd pregentation of "
progremme. Acted for Jdepenese editor on » number
‘of eccasions, and wrote large part of basic
Jepnnege news Bulletin during pepricd of stafr

Refere aces:

Professor Jemes ﬁitchie}'Deyarﬁmén%‘of*Zleogy. Vniversiﬁj:df  ; “td'

: S S e b 4 GLEGES o Edinburgh._ _ ,'s
Charles Strachan, Bsqu, D&prtmént“af anhematicbj Liverpool |
Gl ot T Tniversity.

E.A. RKennapd, Esq., Reuters Ltd., 85, Fleet St:aat! ;oydon, E.C:4.
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