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Lecture 1: groundwork for the comparative study of law

Definitions of law, its nature and functions; difficulties of comparing legal systems, formalist, substantivist, etic and emic; some attempted solutions to provide a comparative framework; the ‘reasonable man’ as an answer; the great divide, status and contract (embedded and separated); some implications of the great divide; separation and rule of law; equality before law; individual rights. 

Lecture 2: correlations and implications of socio-legal structures

Aims of justice; role of judge; finality of decisions; enforcement of decisions; relevance and separation of spheres; evidence and witnesses; truth and fact; the role of juries. 
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